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Marie Joseph / Marie Josette / Josephte, Panise du Sieur Charles Moran: 1766-1796 Detroit
Gail Moreau-DesHarnais
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The above scrap of paper was found in the Charles Moran Manuscript Collection, File 1790-1799, dated 14 June
1794, in the Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library, Detroit, Michigan. This is the only document that
I have found, to date, showing the freeing of a slave at Detroit.

Transcription: Je Notaire Soussigné certifie, que les héritiers, de funte Dame Moran ont données la
Liberté a leure Panise Nommé Josephte Etans tous Ensembles d’un Commun accord, En présence du Sieur
Joseph Pougé pére, qui a signé le présent certificat, comme témoin ~ Détroit le 14° Juin 1794~

Joseph pouget pere F. D. Bellecour nre  Translation: I, the undersigned notary, certify that the heirs of
the deceased Dame Moran have given their Panise [Pawnee slave] named Josephte, her freedom, all being
together in common accord, in the presence of Sieur Joseph Pougé, Sr., who signed the present certificate,
as a witness ~ Détroit, 14 June 1794.

There is actually a little more to the story. Marie Joseph, an esclave panis, was baptized 19 May 1766 at Detroit by
Father F. Simple Bocquet, Recollect. About 20 years of age, she belonged to Charles Moran and his wife, Marianne
Belleperche. Her godfather was Charles Moran, Jr.; her godmother, Thérése Campau. The next mention, found to
date, of Josephte at Detroit was in the above document. The last record of Josephte at Détroit was her burial on 5
March 1796.

Charles Moran, son of Jean Moran and Marie Elisabeth Dasilva dite Portugais, from Québec, married Marie Anne
Belleperche, daughter of Pierre Belleperche and Marie Anne Campau, 22 September 1751. Charles Moran was
murdered by his brother-in-law, John Joseph Hacker, 11 December 1775 at Detroit. Marie Anne Belleperche was
buried at Detroit 30 January 1794. Charles Moran and Marie Anne Belleperche were the parents of the following
children who were alive in June 1794 and who could be considered the heirs of the deceased Dame Moran: Charles,
Louis, Marie Susanne, Joseph, Marthe, Marie Louise, Thérése, Maurice, and possibly Pierre Philippe.

In Josephte’s burial act she was said to be la panise du Sieur Moran; Charles Moran, Jr. was present at her burial.
Although freed, Josephte maintained her tie to the family.
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