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See below for the sources used.1 

 

Cosme dit Saint-Cosme – Faye dite Lafayette Family: 
Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme, son of Étienne Cosme and Marie Claire, was from Tournai, Flandre, 

Belgique [Jetté, p. 272].  He married Marie Élisabeth Faye dite Lafayette, daughter of Mathieu Faye and 

Marguerite Françoise Moreau, 22 November 1717 in Laprairie [www.ancestry.com, L, La Prairie, Notre-

Dame-de-La-Prairie-de-la-Madeleine, 1670-1729, Image 166; Jetté, p. 272]. 

                                                      
1 Primary Sources: www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne; Autres Registres, 1704-1744, 

hereafter Ste Anne Register;  D, Détroit, Ste-Anne, 1702-1780, hereafter Ste Anne Register, part 2 – the records 

actually start in 1744; D, Détroit, L`Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, hereafter Assumption Register.  

Secondary Sources: Marcel Trudel with collaboration of Micheline D’Aillaire, Deux siècles d’esclavage au Québec 

and Dictionnaire Des Esclaves et De Leurs Propriétaires au Canada Français (Montréal: Éditions Hurtubise, HMH 

ltée, 2004) – some of the slave owners have been misidentified because they relied on Russell for the idenitification 

of slaveowners; Marcel Trudel and George Tombs (translator), Canada’s Forgotten Slaves – Two Centuries of 

Bondage (Montréal: Véhicule Press: 2013); Secondary Sources: René Jetté, Dictionnaire généalogique des familles 

du Québec des origines à 1730 (Montréal: Les Presses de l’Université de Montréal: 1983) ; Sharon A. Kelley, ed., 

Marriage Records Ste. Anne Church 1701-1850 (Detroit: Detroit Society for Genealogical Research, 2001); 

Christian Denissen, Genealogy of the French families of the Detroit River Region, 1701-1936 (Detroit: Detroit 

Society for Genealogical Research, revised edition, 1987); Diane Wolford Sheppard and Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, 

1762 Census of Detroit – these articles were originally published in Michigan’s Habitant Heritage from April to 

October 2013 – they are now available on the Census Page on the FCHSM website;; Drouin Institute, Lafrance, 

(http://www.genealogiequebec.com/), hereafter Lafrance – links to the parish records are part of the subscription; 

Fichier Origine, Fédération québécoise des sociétés de généalogie, under the supervision of Marcel Fournier - 

http://www.fichierorigine.com/, hereafter Fichier Origine; Programme de recherche en démographie historique de 

l’Université de Montréal online: http://www.genealogie.umontreal.ca/en/home   hereafter PRDH-IGD; Gail Moreau-

DesHarnais, “Ste Anne Burials, Part I” and “Ste Anne Burials, Part II,” “Ste Anne Burials, Part III,” “Ste Anne 

Burials, Part IV,” Ste Anne Burials, Part V,” Ste Anne Burials, Part VI,” Ste Anne Burials, Part VII,” “Assumption 

Burials, Part 1,” “Assumption Burials, Part 2,” “Assumption Burials, Part 3,” “Assumption Burials, Part 4” – these 

articles were originally published in Michigan’s Habitant Heritage; Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, Suzanne Boivin 

Sommerville, and Diane Wolford Sheppard, PDFs of the Land and Census Presentation Materials that were used as 

a handout to the April 2014 FCHSM Meeting;  Ernest J. Lajeunesse, editor, The Windsor Border Region (Toronto, 

Ontario: The Champlain Society for the Government of Ontario, University of Toronto Press, 1960, as reprinted by 

the Essex County Historical Society, 1972) – used primarily for coverage of slave owners in 1750; Denis 

Beauregard, Genealogy of the French in North America (St-Jolie, PQ, 2014 edition – CD-Rom); University of 

Toronto and Université Laval, Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online, (http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html), 

hereafter DCB; Donna Valley Russell, ed., Michigan Censuses 1710-1830 Under the French, British and Americans 

(Detroit: Detroit Society for Genealogical Research, Inc.: 1982), pp. 19-25 – misidentifies several individuals 

enumerated in the 1762 census; Trudel relied on Russell for the identification of many slave owners.  
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Signatures at the marriage of Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme and Élisabeth Faye 

 

Élisabeth Faye dite Lafayette was born and baptized 11 July 1695 in Laprairie [Jetté, p. 415].  Pierre 

Cosme dit Saint-Cosme and Élisabeth Faye had nine children, but only one of their children survived to 

marry, Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme who married Catherine Lotman dite Barrois in Détroit [PRDH-IGD, 

#12658 – Cosme – Faye Family and Couple Views].  Élisabeth Faye died 5 June 1776 and was buried 7 

June 1776 in Montréal.  Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme’s death date and ultimate fate are not known. 

 

Occupation: Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme was a voyageur, engageur, and merchant [Jetté, p. 272].  

Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme was a partner of Pierre Chesne dit Labutte [#1 Pierre Chesne dit Labutte 

[1698-1774]. 

 

Land Ownership: On 22 March 1709, Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme may have been the same person as 

Pierre Come dit Lajeunesse who purchased a house on rue St Joachim from Jean Ferland dit Desloriers 

[Gail Moreau DesHarnais and Suzanne Boivin Sommerville, Additional Land Records by Gransmesnil, 

Secretary to La Mothe Cadillac].  

 

Slaves owned through the 1762 census: Trudel, pp. 413-414 confuses a number of people who lived in 

Laprairie and Montréal and identifies them as slave owners in Détroit.  Trudel states that Pierre 

Busson/Buisson dit Subtil who married Françoise Levasseur and were the parents of Pierre 

Busson/Buisson dit Subtil who married Élisabeth Brunet as the slave owners and used the dit name Saint-

Cosme, but there is no evidence that these individuals were ever in Détroit or used the dit name Saint-

Cosme.  Pierre Busson/Buisson dit Subtil, fils, was an innkeeper [Jetté, pp. 185-186].  I believe that the 

key to the proper identification of the slave owners is their occupation and their involvement in the fur 

trade.   

 

Marie Élisabeth, a panis owned by Mr. Pierre [Cosme dit] St. Cosme, voyageur, was baptized 23 July 

1721 in Montréal.  Her godparents were Joseph Parent and Marie Billeron.  Élisabeth [Faye dite] 

Lafayette, wife of P. Cosme, was a witness to the baptism and signed the register [www.familysearch.org, 

Catholic Parish Registers, Montréal, Notre-Dame, BMS, 1713-1733, Image 276; Trudel, p. 78 – doesn’t 

name the godparents or note the signature of Élisabeth [Faye dite] Lafayette which would have allowed 

him to correctly identify her owners; p. 413 – incorrectly identifies her owners as Pierre {Busson/Buisson 

dit Subtil} Saint-Cosme {sic} who married Françoise Levasseur].   

 

http://www.familysearch.org/
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Baptism of Marie Élisabeth 

 

Pierre, a panis, who was about 7 years old, owned by Pierre Cosme, of the parish of Montréal, was 

baptized 15 February 1733 in Laprairie, in the presence of René Dupuy [Dupuis].  Pierre’s godparents 

were Clément Rougier and Angélique Dupuy [Dupuis].  Pierre died 1 May 1737 at Hôtel-Dieu-Montréal 

and was buried the same day in Montréal [www.ancestry.com, L, La Prairie, Notre-Dame-de-La-Prairie-

de-la-Madeleine, 1729-1755, Image 52 – Baptism; Trudel, p. 85 – does not name his godparents or state 

the René Dupuy was a witness to the baptism; p. 413 – incorrectly identifies his owner].   

 

 

 
Baptism of Pierre 

 

Françoise, a panisse co-owned by sieur [Pierre Chesne dit] Labutte and sieur [Pierre Cosme dit] Saint-

Côme, was the mother of Pierre. 

 

Pierre, son of Françoise, was baptized 12 November 1737 in Ste Anne’s.  Pierre Chesne dit Labutte and 

Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme promised that if the time ever came, that Pierre would be placed in 

Christian hands so that he could be raised in the Roman Catholic faith.  His godparents were sieur [Jean] 

Chapoton, surgeon, and Louise [Lotman dite] Barrois [Pierre Chesne dit Labutte’s wife].  [Ste Anne 

Register, Part 1, Image 153].  When Pierre died 20 June 1740 and was buried the following day in 

http://www.ancestry.com/
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Montréal, he was owned by Pierre Saint-Côme [Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, M, Montréal, Basilique 

Notre-Dame, 1740-1751, image 11; Trudel, pp. 235 – does not name his godparents, 413-414 – 

misidentifies his owner – and states that he owned one slave when the 1750 census was taken in Détroit]. 

 

 
Baptism of Pierre 

 

Rose, a panisse owned by [Pierre Cosme dit] Saint-Cosme, was buried 24 December 1742 in Montréal 

[Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, M, Montréal, Basilique Notre-Dame, 1740-1751, image 70; Trudel, 

pp. 87, 413-414 – misidentifies his owner].   

 
Burial of Rose  
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Cosme dit Saint-Cosme – Lotman dite Barrois Family:  

Pierre Laurent Cosme, son of Pierre Cosme and Élisabeth Faye, was born 29 October 1721 in Laprairie 

Jetté, p. 272].  He married Catherine Lotman dite Barrois, daughter of François Barrois and Marie Anne 

Sauvage, 25 January 1747 in Ste Anne du Détroit [Ste Anne Register Part 2, Image 27].   

 
Signatures at the marriage of Pierre Laurent Cosme and Catherine Lotman dite Barrois 

 

Catherine Lotman dite Barrois was born 20 November 1727 in Détroit [Jetté, p. 744].  Pierre Laurent 

Cosme and Catherine Lotman dite Barrois had 12 children [Denissen, I, 307-308 – states his baptismal 

date is his birth date; erroneously states she was born 29 November 1727].  Pierre Laurent Cosme was 

buried 21 September 1787 in Ste Anne’s Cemetery [Ste Anne Burials, Part V].  Catherine Lotman dite 

Barrois was buried 3 November 1790 in Ste Anne’s Cemetery [Ste Anne Burials, Part V].   

 

Occupation: On 28 November 1763 when their daughter Élisabeth married Augustin Lafoy, her father 

was described as an ancien marguillier (former churchwarden) and bourgois commerçant (merchant) who 

lived on rue St Jacques [Ste Anne Register Part 2, image 117 – mentions his occupations and residence on 

rue St Jacques].  

 

Land Ownership: Pierre Laurent Cosme and Catherine Lotman dite Barrois owned a home on rue St. 

Jacques [Ste Anne Register Part 2, image 117 – mentions his occupations and residence on rue St 

Jacques].    

 

The location of land that was under cultivation in 1750 is not known with certainty, but it may have been 

next door to his in-laws who were enumerated in the 1750 census prior to the Cosme – Lotman dite 

Barrois family. 

 

1750 Census Information: 1 woman; 1 boy under 15 years; 2 girls under 15 years; 1 slave; Pierre 

Laurent Cosme and Catherine Lotman dite Barrois had 50 arpents under cultivation that produced 200 

sheaves of wheat and 350 sheaves of oats.  They owned 2 horses; 4 oxen; 18 cows;2 hogs; and 16 poultry 

[Lajeunesse, p. 55]. 

 

1762 Census Information: St Cosme, 54[?]-foot lot, 3 boys, 5 girls, poor [Fort]. 

 

Slaves owned through the 1762 census: The name of their slave is not known with certainty, but his 

father may have given him Françoise, the slave that he had co-owned with Pierre Chesne dite Labutte.  

 

Louis Côté: 

Louis Côté, son of Joseph Côté and Marie Jeanne Roussin, was born 7 November 1734 and baptized the 

following day in L’Ange Gardien [Lafrance].  Louis Côté was buried 31 October 1762 in Ste Anne’s 

Church.  At his burial, the priest noted the following in the register: “Louis Cotté, struck on the head by a 

dead, dry tree branch and died on the path from the pinier, where he worked as a carpenter, son of the late 

Joseph Cotté and Marie Roussin, from Québec, about 26 years, 31 October 1762, buried in church” [Ste 

Anne Burials, Part II; Trudel, p. 306 – mistakenly states that he died in 1763].   

 

Occupation: Louis Côté was a carpenter [Ste Anne Burials, Part II].  
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Slaves owned through the 1762 census: Louis Côté was probably the sieur Côté who owned Suzanne 

and Magdeleine:  

Suzanne, a slave owned by sieur Côté, was the mother of Magdeleine who was baptized 27 June 1761 in 

Ste Anne’s [Trudel, p. 247].   

 

Magdeleine, daughter of Suzanne, a slave owned by sieur Côté, was born 27 June 1761 and given 

emergency baptism at her home because she was in danger of death.  She was formally baptized at Ste 

Anne’s 27 June 1761.  Her godparents were sieur [Pierre] Maufils and Élisabeth Parant [Parent] [Ste Anne 

Register, Part 2, Image 102; Trudel, p. 247 – does not name her godparents].   

 
Baptism of Magdeleine 

 

Courtois dit Marin – Quevillon Family:  

Charles Courtois dit Marin, son of Simon Courtois and Marie Josèphe Villeneuve, was born 17 October 

and baptized 19 October 1710 in Charlesbourg [Jetté, p. 185].  He married Marie Marguerite Quevillon, 

daughter of Jean Baptiste Quevillon and Marie Anne Moineau, 29 October 1735 in Rivière-des-Prairies 

[www.ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, R, Rivière-des-Prairies, 1731-1795, Image 68 – he married using 

the name Marin Courtois, in the record, his mother who died in February 1711 is named Thérèse 

Villeneuve; PRDH-IGD, #19609 – Courtois – Quevillon Family and Couple Views]. 

 
Signatures at the marriage of Charles Courtois and Marie Marguerite Quevillon 

 

Marie Marguerite Quevillon was born 5 December 1712 in Rivière-des-Prairies and baptized the 

following day in Pointe-aux-Trembles [Jetté, p. 956].  Charles Courtois and Marie Marguerite Quevillon 

only had two children, but their daughter died the day after her birth in 1741.  Their son, Charles Courtois 

was born 27 December 1744 in Montréal.  Charles Courtois was buried 25 January 1785 in St-François-

de-Sales (Île-Jésus).  Marie Marguerite Quévillon was buried 15 April 1791 in St-François-de-Sales (Île-

Jésus)  [PRDH-IGD, #19609 – Courtois – Quevillon Family and Couple Views]. 

 

Occupation: When their son Charles Denis Courtois married Marie Catherine Cosme dite Saint-Cosme 

on 29 October 1764 in Ste Anne’s, Sieur Charles Courtois was described as a bourgois commerçant 

[merchant] living on his land on the coast of the Sud Ouest [southwest] [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 

125]. 

 

Land Ownership:  

On 3 August 1752, Pierre Vallée and Charles Courtois, both of Montréal, agreed that Charles Courtois 

would sell all goods, furs, and a house in Détroit as well as in Illinois for the best advantage of both 

parties.  The agreement was recorded 6 May 1768 and witnessed by Louis Gervais, Jean Baptiste 

Campeau and [Robert] Navarre [Early Land Transfers, p. 203]. 

http://www.ancestry.com/
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When the 1762 census was taken, Charles Courtois owned 8 arpents on the south shore and a 40-foot lot 

in the fort [1762 census].   

 

On 5 June 1767, Charles Courtois sold a house, lot, and bakery on rue St Louis to Pierre Baron.  The 

property had formerly belonged to Chapoton père and fils [[Early Land Transfers, p. 17 – See this volume 

for other transactions that occurred after this date. 

 

1762 Census Information:  Courtois,2 40-foot lot, 1 boy, 1 slave, 1 hired man, comfortable [Fort].   

 

Courtoie, at the fort, 8 arpents, comfortable [Continuation of the habitants on the South Shore to la 

Rivière au Canard Village] 
 

Slaves owned through the 1762 census: Trudel, p. 308 incorrectly states that Charles Denis Courtois 

was the owner of the slaves listed below.  However, Charles Denis Courtois was born 27 December 1744 

in Montréal and would have been only about 16 ½ when Charlotte was buried and Marguerite gave birth 

to her first child.  Therefore, it is much more likely that Charles Courtois and Marie Marguerite Quevillon 

were the slave-owners, not the son. 

 

Charlotte, a panisse belonging to sieur Courtois, died 23 May 1761 at the age of 7 or 8 years.  She was 

buried in Ste Anne’s Cemetery on 24 May 1761, having been baptized prior to her death Burial of 

Charlotte – Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 102; Ste Anne Register, Part 1 – Transcription, Image: 

16Trudel, p. 234].  

 

 
Burial of Charlotte  

 

 
 Burial of Charlotte – Ste Anne Register, Part 1 – Transcription, Image: 16 

 

                                                      
2 Russell, 24 – stated that this was a reference to Simon Courtois.  Although he was born in Détroit, his parents 

Thomas Simon Courtois and Marie Josèphe Savard returned to Charlesbourg about 1744.  When Gail Moreau 

DesHarnais and I originally transcribed and published the 1762 census, we stated that Charles Courtois, fils, was the 

person enumerated in the census.  We now believe that this is a reference to his father. 
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Marguerite, a panisse owned by Charles Courtois was a mother in 1761, 1763, 1767, 1772, and 1773.  

The last two infants were given to other French Canadians at their baptisms [Trudel, p. 240]. 

 

Pierre, a panis, son of Marguerite, a panisse owned by Charles Courtois, was born and baptized 17 April 

1761.  Pierre’s godparents were Pierre Maufils and Marie Louise Courtois [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, 

Image 101; Trudel, p. 240 – does not name his godparents].  

 
Baptism of Pierre 

 

Although most of the profiles end with slaves born or died prior to 1763, Charles Courtois’ remaining 

slaves have been included in the profile because of the circumstances surrounding their births and 

baptisms. 

 

Alexis, a panis slave owned by sieur Charles Courtois, a commerçant [merchant] who lived on the coast 

of the southwest was born 1 April 1767.  Sieur Charles Courtois gave him emergency baptism shortly 

after birth because he was in danger of death.  On 3 April 1767, he was formally baptized in Ste Anne’s.  

His godparents were Alexis Campion and dame Courtois le Jeune [Marie Catherine Cosme dite Saint-

Cosme] [Baptism of Alexis – Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 142; Trudel, p. 240 – does not name his 

godparents]. 

 
Baptism of Alexis 

 

Marie Josèphe, daughter of Marguerite a panisse slave owned by Courtois, was born 1 May 1772 at 3:00 

o’clock in the morning, and baptized the same day in Ste Anne’s.  Her godparents were François Gobeil 

and Marie Angélique Fovelle Leduc [Marie Angélique Bigras dite Fauvel, wife of François Leduc].  

Marie Josèphe was given to François Lebeau [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 177; Trudel, p. 240 – does 

not name the godparents]. 

 

 
Baptism of Marie Josèphe 
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Pierre, son of Marguerite, the panisse slave of sieur Courtois père, was born the night of 14 May 1773 

and baptized that day in Ste Anne’s.  Courtois gave Pierre to sieur Berthiaume [possibly Joseph 

Berthiaume who married Catherine Pilet in 1776 at Assumption] with the intention that Pierre would 

serve Berthiaume as a slave.  His godparents were sieur Berthiaume and Marie Leduc [Ste Anne Register, 

Part 2, Image 185; Trudel, p. 240 – does not name the godparents]. 

 
Baptism of Pierre 

 

Periche, a panis, was adopted by Charles Courtois on an unknown date.  See the discussion of Periche 

under Charles Courtois, fils [Early Land Transfers, p. 66]. 

 

Courtois dit Marin – Cosme dite Saint-Cosme Family: 

Charles Denis Courtois dit Marin, son of Charles Courtois and Madeleine Quevillon, was born 27 

December 1744 in Montréal [Lafrance].  Charles Denis Courtois dit Marin married Marie Catherine 

Cosme dite Saint-Cosme, daughter of Pierre Laurent Cosme dit Saint-Cosme and Catherine Lotman dite 

Barrois, 29 October 1764 in Ste Anne’s [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 125].   

 
Signatures at the marriage of Charles Denis Courtois and Marie Catherine Cosme dite Saint-Cosme 

 

Catherine Cosme dite Saint-Cosme was born 26 January 1749 and baptized the following day in Ste 

Anne’s [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 33].  Charles Denis Courtois and Marie Catherine Cosme dite 

Saint-Cosme had 13 children. Five children were born in Détroit; eight children were born in St-François-

de-Sales (Île-Jésus), Sault-aux-Récollet, or Lachenaie between 1774 and 1790 [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 318 – 

only names the children born in Détroit and a daughter born in Lachenaie; PRDH-IGD, #41881 – 

Courtois – Cosme Family and Couple Views – only names two of the daughters born in Détroit].  Charles 

Courtois was buried 28 October 1794 in St-François-de-Sales (Île-Jésus).  Marie Catherine Cosme dite 

Saint-Cosme died 10 August 1820 and was buried 12 August 1820 in Lachenaie [PRDH-IGD, #41881 – 

Courtois – Cosme Family and Couple Views].   

 

Slaves owned through the 1762 census: Trudel, p. 308 incorrectly states that Charles Courtois, fils, was 

the owner of the slaves that were owned by his father. 

 

Periche, a panis, was adopted by Charles Courtois, père, on an unknown date.  On 29 June 1781, Charles 

Courtois, fils, granted Periche his complete freedom for all of the services rendered to the family [Early 

Land Transfers, p. 66]. 
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Cuillerier – Girard Family: 
Antoine Cuillerier, son of Jean Cuillerier, a fur merchant, and Marie Catherine Trottier, was born 22 

March 1697 in Montréal.  Marie Catherine Trottier was also the mother of François Picoté de Belestre, 

the last French Commandant in Détroit [Jetté, pp. 295, 915].  Antoine Cuillerier married Angélique 

Girard, daughter of Leon Girard and Marie Clémence Beaune, 3 June 1722 in Lachine 

[www.ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, L, Lachine, Ste-Anges-Gardiens, 1676-1756, Image 159].   

 
Signatures at the marriage of Antoine Cuillerier and Angélique Girard 

 

Angélique Girard was born 23 July 1690 in Lachine [Jetté, p. 500 – mistakenly states that she married 

Pierre Quesnel].  Antoine Cuillerier and Angélique Girard were the parents of six children; the first three 

were born in Lachine and the last three in Détroit [Jetté, p. 295 – names the first four children; Denissen, 

Vol. I, p. 53 – does not provide the birth dates for those born in Lachine, or the birth date for Marie 

Angélique who married James Sterling].  Antoine Cuillerier probably died between July 1780 and 

September 1782, during the period when the records are missing.  Angélique Girard was buried 12 April 

1783 in Ste Anne’s Church.  At her burial the priest noted the following: “Angelique Girard, widow of 

Antoine Cueïllérié; about 96 or 97 years, 14 April 1783, buried in church” [Ste Anne Burials, Part IV]. 

 

Occupation: Antoine Cuillerier was an engageur and investor in the fur trade.  In 1728 and 1729, 

Angélique Girard acted as an agent for her husband when she contracted for merchandise for a voyage to 

Détroit [RAPQ1930, pp. 269, 270, 274, 426].   

 

On 13 July 1762, when Marie a metisse who was given to Antoine Cuillerier by her mother was baptized, 

Antoine Cuillerier was described as captain of the militia, bourgeois, and royé [sic] of this parish [Ste 

Anne Register Part 2, image 109].   

 

Huron Nickname: 8ndatannon; 8ndatannont [Toupin, pp. 235, 262 – states that this was a nickname for 

Beaubien, it could be a reference to Antoine Cuillerier or to Jean Baptiste Beaubien].  See JR, Vols. 69 

and 70 for references to the Cuillerier Family in the La Richardie and Potier Gazettes and Accounts of the 

Huron Mission. 

 

Land Ownership: Antoine Cuillerier and Angélique Girard owned 4 arpents on the northeast coast of 

Détroit [1762 census]. 

 

1750 Census Information: Cuillerrier; 1 woman; 1 Boy 15 years and over (Alexis); 1 Girl 15 years and 

older [Angélique]; 1 slave.  Antoine Cuillerier and Angélique Girard had 50 arpents under cultivation that 

produced 1030 sheaves of wheat and 460 sheaves of oats; 3 arpents of land was planted with corn.  

Antoine Cuillerier dit Beaubien and Angélique Girard also owned 4 horses; 8 oxen; 16 cows; 5 hogs; and 

100 poultry [Lajeunesse, p. 55]. 

 

1762 Census Information: Cullierrié, age 66, born in Canada, 4 arpents, 1 boy, 1 girl, 2 slaves, 1 hired 

man, comfortable [northeast coast of Détroit].  Antoine Cuillerier or Jean Baptiste Cuillerier owned a 30-

foot lot in the fort [1762 census]. 

 

Antoine Cuillerier’s role during Pontiac’s Uprising:  On 10 May 1763, Pontiac called a council 

between the French and Native-American leaders at Antoine Cuillerier’s house.  Pontiac planned to make 

http://www.ancestry.com/
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Cuillerier commandant of the fort once he had driven the British out of Détroit.  While many of the 

French were sympathetic to Pontiac, they hoped to hide their collaboration with him in case the British 

were able take revenge on the Native Americans.  In addition to Cuillerier, the names of five French-

Canadians who later took part in the negotiations with the British that resulted in the capture of Captain 

James Campbell and Lieutenant George McDougall were Jean Baptiste Chapoton, fils, Pierre Chesne dit 

Labutte, Laurent Gamelin, Jacques Godefroy, and Thomas Gouin [Peckham, pp. 137-139].  On 26 June 

1763, after the Native Americans gathered provisions from the residents and stored them at Meloche’s 

house, Antoine Cuillerier acted as commissary [Peckham, p. 190]. 

 

Slaves owned by Antoine Cuillerier and Marie Angélique Girard: I have included the records of some 

slaves beyond 1762 to give a more complete profile of the slave’s life [Trudel, p. 309 – adds the dit name 

Beaubien which was generally not used by Antoine Cuillerier; also see p. 310 for the slaves which are just 

listed under Cuillerier dit Beaubien for additional slaves potentially owned by the couple]. 

 

A Panisse was a mother to Jacques who was baptized in 1736 [Trudel, p. 309] 

 

Jacques, a panis, son of an unnamed slave owned by sieur Cuillerier, was baptized 7 October 1736.  His 

godparents were sieur [probably Jean] Cécile [Cuillerier’s brother-in-law] and Marie Angélique Girard 

[Cuillerier’s wife].  Antoine Cuillerier promised he would only hand the child over to Christians or to its 

mother, so that the child would be raised in the Catholic faith [Ste Anne Register, Part 1, Image 145; 

Trudel, pp. 227 – does not name his godparents; 309]. 

 
Baptism of Jacques 

 

René, a chicachias [Chickasaw], aged about 15-16 years, and Josette, a Renard [Fox], aged 17-18 years, 

owned by sieur Cuillerier were baptized in Ste Anne’s on 17 May 1739.  Antoine Cuillerier promised to 

instruct them in the Catholic faith as if they were his own children.  Rene’s godparents were sieur 

Beaubien Cuillerier [Jean Baptiste Cuillerier] and Marie Josèphe Cuillerier [Antoine’s daughter].  

Josette’s godparents were Alexis [Trottier, sieur DesRuisseaux] Ruisseaux and Thérèse Campeau [Ste 
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Anne Register, Part 1, Image 160; Trudel, pp. 238 – does not name Josette’s godparents,  246 – does not 

name René’s godparents]. 

 
Baptism of Rene and Josette 

 

René was buried 26 November 1755 at the age of about 25 [Ste Anne Burials, Part II]. 

 

Marie Louise, a chicachase [Chickasaw] aged about 20-22 years, owned by Monsieur Antoine Cuillerier 

was baptized 21 September 1760 in Ste Anne’s.  Her godparents were Pierre Antoine Hertel, officer in the 

troops in the colony commandant for the King a Sonioto, and Angélique Cuillerier [Antoine Cuillerier’s 

daughter] [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 96; Ste Anne Register, Part 2 – Transcription, Image 7; 

Trudel, pp. 243-244 – names the godfather]. 

 
Baptism of Marie Louise 



Slave Owners in the Détroit River Region Through 1762 – Cosme dit Saint-Cosme to Cuillerier – Part 6 

Diane Wolford Sheppard - ©2015, 2018 
 

13 

 

 
Baptism of Marie Louise - Ste Anne Register, Part 2 – Transcription, Image 7 

 

Marie Louise married Jacques, a Sioux slave owned by Sieur Claude Gouin on 21 November 1774 in Ste 

Anne’s.  The following translation is from Suzanne Boivin Sommerville’s article Who and What Were the 

Panis Indians Buried from Ste. Anne de Detroit: 

In the year of Our Lord seventeen hundred seventy-four, the twenty-first of November, having 

learned of the condition [status] accorded to Jacques, sioux de Nation, belonging to Sieur Claude 

Gouin by an acquisition that he made from des sauvages who had taken him [Jacques] in war, and 

[the condition accorded] to Louise, Sauvagesse cy devant esclave [Indian woman formerly a slave, 

and] formerly belonging to sieur Cuillerier, under the same kind of acquisition from des Sauvages, 

and since declared free by her last master le sieur ………[left blank], her last master [sic], as it 

appears according to the inquiries we have made, and especially from the testimony given by sieur 

Porlier Benak [sic, Benac], at whose home [Porlier’s] after [leaving] the aforesaid sieur …..[left 

blank], actually a juge a paix [justice of the peace] at quebec, she [Louise] dwelled in the status of 

a servante, as well as at several other homes in Montreal, which has determined us to act in her 

favor in regard to this marriage, after nevertheless having inquired of sieur Claude Gouin, master 

of the said Jacques Sioux, about the conditions under which he consents to the marriage of the said 

Jacques, who [Claude Gouin] has replied to me in the affirmative that he [Jacques] will be obliged 

to serve him as formerly, as much him, Claude Gouin, as la dame desieur [? word is hard to read] 

Cuillerier, his wife, during their lifetime, but that after the death of one and the other, he [Jacques] 

will be perfectly free [libre], without him Claude Gouin, nor Dame Cuillerier, having the right 

under any pretext whatsoever either to sell him or exchange him or give him away under any 

pretext that there might be, nor, after their deaths, can their children nor can anyone having cause 

from them [inheritance rights] have any right to take back [this] freedom from the said Jacques 

Sioux. 

 

[Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Images 195-196; Suzanne Boivin Sommerville, Who and What Were the 

Panis Indians Buried from Ste. Anne de Detroit; Trudel, p. 236 notes that Jacques had been baptized 28 

April 1765 at the age of 22.  Trudel adds that Marie Louise was buried in 1810 in Québec at the age of 

about 70, but Trudel does not give the date of her burial; 243-244 – does not mention her marriage or 

death, 310 – listed under Beaubien dit Cuillerier for her marriage, but does not name her spouse].                
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Marriage of Jacques and Marie Louise 

 

Marie, a metisse, the two-year old daughter of a French Canadian and a Sauteuse [Chippewa or Ojibwa] 

who had given her to sieur Antoine Cuillerier, captain of the militia, bourgeois, and royé [sic] of this 

parish, provided that he instruct her in the Catholic faith, was baptized 13 July 1762.  Her godparents 

were sieur [Louis] Césaire [Dagneau dit Douville and Dequindre] Douville Dequindre and damoiselle 

Marie Cuillerier [Ste Anne Register Part 2, image 109; Trudel, p. 309 – does not provide her exact date of 

birth or death]. 
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Baptism of Marie 

 

Marie, a four-year old metisse owned by sieur Antoine Cuillerier (who had been sold to him by his 

mother a Sauteuse) died 9 March 1764 and was buried in Ste Anne’s Cemetery on 10 March 1764 in the 

presence of François Leduc and Nicolas LaSelle, fils [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 119 – note the 

conflict between her baptism which states that she was given to Antoine Cuillerier and her burial which 

states that she had been sold to Antoine Cuillerier].  

 

 
Burial of Marie 

 

Cuillerier dit Beaubien – Lotman dite Barrois Family: 

Jean Baptiste Cuillerier dit Beaubien, son of Jean Cuillerier, a fur merchant, and Marie Catherine 

Trottier, was born 6 January 1709 in Lachine [Jetté, p. 295]. Marie Catherine Trottier was also the mother 

of François Picoté de Belestre, the last French Commandant in Détroit [Jetté, pp. 295, 915].  He married 

Marie Anne Lotman dite Barrois, daughter of François Lotman dit Barrois and Marie Anne Sauvage, 26 

January 1742 in Ste Anne du Détroit [Ste Anne Register Part 1, Image 171].   

 
Signatures at the marriage of Jean Baptiste Cuillerier dit Beaubien and Marie Anne Lotman dite Barrois 

 

Marie Anne Lotman dite Barrois was born 30 January 1726 in Détroit [Jetté, p. 744].  Jean Baptiste 

Cuillerier dit Beaubien and Marie Anne Lotman dite Barrois had 13 children.  Jean Baptiste Cuillerier 

was buried 31 August 1793 in Ste Anne’s Church.  At his burial, the priest noted the following: Jean 

Baptiste Beaubien Cuillerier, 83 years and four months, 31 August 1793, buried in church au milieu de 

lallée de la chaire [P. Frèchette prêtre curé; Dufaux prêtre] [Ste Anne Burials, Part V].  Marie Anne 

Lotman dite Barrois was buried 8 November 1809 in Ste Anne’s Cemetery [www.ancestry.com, Drouin 

Collection, D, Détroit, Ste Anne, d’autre registres, 1801-1842, Image 23]. 
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Occupation: On 2 May 1761 when Genevieve Beaubien was baptized, her father was described as 

capitaine des milices and a bourgeoise [sic] de cette ville [of this city] [Ste Anne Register Part 2, image 

102].  

 

Huron Nickname: 8ndatannon; 8ndatannont [Toupin, pp. 235, 262 – states that this was a nickname for 

Beaubien, it could be a reference to Antoine Cuillerier or to Jean Baptiste Beaubien].  See JR, Vols. 69 

and 70 for references to the Cuillerier Family in the La Richardie and Potier Gazettes and Accounts of the 

Huron Mission. 

 

Land Ownership: On 30 May 1745, Jean Baptiste Cuillerier dit Beaubien received from the government 

a 3x40 arpents grant of land that is now known as the east part of Private Claim No. 2 or the Beaubien 

Farm [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 53].   

 

By 1762, Jean Baptiste Cuillerier dit Beaubien and Marie Anne Lotman dite Barrois owned 5 arpents 

[1762 census]. 

 

1750 Census Information: Beaubien, 1 woman; 2 boys under 15; 2 girls under 15; 1 slave.  Jean Baptiste 

Cuillerier dit Beaubien and Marie Anne Lotman dite Barrois had 40 arpents under cultivation, but did not 

produce any wheat or oats.  The couple owned 2 horses; 4 oxen; 14 cows; 6 hogs; and 80 poultry 

[Lajeunesse, p. 54]. 

 

1762 Census Information: Beaubien, age 48, born in Canada, 5 arpents, 3 boys, 2 girls, 2 slaves, 1 hired 

man, comfortable [Northeast Coast of Detroit – Fort to Grosse Pointe].  Antoine Cuillerier or Jean 

Baptiste Cuillerier owned a 30-foot lot in the fort [1762 census]. 

 

Slaves owned through the 1762 census: [Trudel, pp. 309-310, p. 310 for additional slave that he may 

have owned after 1762; they appear under Cuillerier dit Beaubien].  

 

Pierre, a panis about 14 years old, and Marie, a panisse about 17-18 years old, owned by sieur Beaubien 

were baptized 20 April 1756 along with Jacques, a panis owned by Sr. Louis Campeau.  Pierre and 

Marie’s godparents were Pierre Fortville, fils, and [blank space] Beaubien [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, 

Image 65 – three slaves were baptized at the same time: Jacques a panis owned by Sr. Louis Campeau, 

Pierre, and Marie; Trudel, pp. 241 – Marie – does not name her godparents and refers to a Marie in 

Montreal in 1756, [p. 74] however this is an error because the Marie who was buried in Montréal in 1784 

was owned by [Eustache Ignace Trottier dit] DesRivières-Beaubien, 246 – Pierre – does not name his 

godparents, 310 – lists him under Cuillerier dit Beaubien; Marie is not listed].   

 
Baptism of Jacques, Pierre, and Marie 
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Cuillerier – Corneau Family: 

René Hilaire Cuillerier, son of René Cuillerier and Marie Lucos, was baptized 4 May 1690 in Lachine 

[Jetté, p. 295].  René Hilaire Cuillerier married Marie Jeanne Corneau, daughter of Mathurin Corneau 

and Marie Marthe Payan, 28 April 1710 in Cap-Santé [Jetté, p. 295]. 

 

Marie Jeanne Corneau was born 23 December 1693 and baptized 8 January 1694 in Neuville [Jetté, p. 

270].  René Hilaire Cuillerier and Marie Jeanne Corneau had 12 children between 1711 and 1737 [PRDH-

IGD, #10642 – Cuillerier – Corneau Family and Couple Views].  Marie Jeanne Corneau had an enfant 

naturel by François Arcand in 1719 [Jetté, p. 295].  Marie Jeanne Corneau died 15 May 1756 and was 

buried the same day in Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue.  René Hilaire Cuillerier died 1 January 1771 and was 

buried the following day in Hôpital-général-de-Montréal [PRDH-IGD, #10642 – Cuillerier – Corneau 

Family and Couple Views].   

 

Slave owned: 

Jean Baptiste, a Renard [Fox/Mesquakie] slave, owned by René Cuillerier, was baptized 15 April 1713 

in Fort Pontchartain.  His godparents were Jean Baptiste Quenelle [Quesnel] and Magdelaine Parant 

[Parent] [Ste Anne Register, Part 1, Image 75; Trudel, pp. 236 – does not name his godparents and adds 

the dit name Beaubien, a dit name that was not used by René Hilaire Cuillerier or his father, 309 – 

incorrectly states that his father was the owner.  Although theoretically possible, the identification is 

unlikely considering that René Cuillerier was baptized 30 December 1637 in St-Christophe, Mareil-sur-

Loir, Sarthe, France {Fichier Origine, #241084; researcher: Jean Marie Germe; accessed 22 May 2015}].  

 
Baptism of Jean Baptiste 

 


