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Slave Owners in the Détroit River Region Through 1762 – Chesne to Clapham – Part 5 

Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM Member 

 

See below for the sources used.1 

 

Chesne – Sauvage Family: 

Charles Chesne, son of Pierre Chesne and Louise Jeanne Bailly, was born and baptized 11 March 1694 

in Montréal [Jetté, p. 245].  He married Catherine Sauvage, daughter of Jacques Sauvage and Marie 

Catherine Jean dite Vien, 18 January 1722 in Ste Anne’s [Ste Anne Register Part 1, Image 88].   

 
Signatures at the marriage of Charles Chesne and Catherine Sauvage 

                                                      
1 Primary Sources: www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne; Autres Registres, 1704-1744, 

hereafter Ste Anne Register;  D, Détroit, Ste-Anne, 1702-1780, hereafter Ste Anne Register, part 2 – the records 

actually start in 1744; D, Détroit, L`Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, hereafter Assumption Register.  

Secondary Sources: Marcel Trudel with collaboration of Micheline D’Aillaire, Deux siècles d’esclavage au Québec 

and Dictionnaire Des Esclaves et De Leurs Propriétaires au Canada Français (Montréal: Éditions Hurtubise, HMH 

ltée, 2004) – some of the slave owners have been misidentified because they relied on Russell for the idenitification 

of slaveowners; Marcel Trudel and George Tombs (translator), Canada’s Forgotten Slaves – Two Centuries of 

Bondage (Montréal: Véhicule Press: 2013); Secondary Sources: René Jetté, Dictionnaire généalogique des familles 

du Québec des origines à 1730 (Montréal: Les Presses de l’Université de Montréal: 1983) ; Sharon A. Kelley, ed., 

Marriage Records Ste. Anne Church 1701-1850 (Detroit: Detroit Society for Genealogical Research, 2001); 

Christian Denissen, Genealogy of the French families of the Detroit River Region, 1701-1936 (Detroit: Detroit 

Society for Genealogical Research, revised edition, 1987); Diane Wolford Sheppard and Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, 

1762 Census of Detroit – these articles were originally published in Michigan’s Habitant Heritage from April to 

October 2013 – they are now available on the Census Page on the FCHSM website;; Drouin Institute, Lafrance, 

(http://www.genealogiequebec.com/), hereafter Lafrance – links to the parish records are part of the subscription; 

Fichier Origine, Fédération québécoise des sociétés de généalogie, under the supervision of Marcel Fournier - 

http://www.fichierorigine.com/, hereafter Fichier Origine; Programme de recherche en démographie historique de 

l’Université de Montréal online: http://www.genealogie.umontreal.ca/en/home   hereafter PRDH-IGD; Gail Moreau-

DesHarnais, “Ste Anne Burials, Part I” and “Ste Anne Burials, Part II,” “Ste Anne Burials, Part III,” “Ste Anne 

Burials, Part IV,” Ste Anne Burials, Part V,” Ste Anne Burials, Part VI,” Ste Anne Burials, Part VII,” “Assumption 

Burials, Part 1,” “Assumption Burials, Part 2,” “Assumption Burials, Part 3,” “Assumption Burials, Part 4” – these 

articles were originally published in Michigan’s Habitant Heritage; Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, Suzanne Boivin 

Sommerville, and Diane Wolford Sheppard, PDFs of the Land and Census Presentation Materials that were used as 

a handout to the April 2014 FCHSM Meeting;  Ernest J. Lajeunesse, editor, The Windsor Border Region (Toronto, 

Ontario: The Champlain Society for the Government of Ontario, University of Toronto Press, 1960, as reprinted by 

the Essex County Historical Society, 1972) – used primarily for coverage of slave owners in 1750; Denis 

Beauregard, Genealogy of the French in North America (St-Jolie, PQ, 2014 edition – CD-Rom); University of 

Toronto and Université Laval, Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online, (http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html), 

hereafter DCB; Donna Valley Russell, ed., Michigan Censuses 1710-1830 Under the French, British and Americans 

(Detroit: Detroit Society for Genealogical Research, Inc.: 1982), pp. 19-25 – misidentifies several individuals 

enumerated in the 1762 census; Trudel relied on Russell for the identification of many slave owners.  
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Catherine Sauvage was born circa 1695 [Jetté, p. 1036].  Catherine Sauvage was not a métisse; her 

ancestry can be carried back to France to her great-grandparents [Fichier Origine, #300048; researcher: 

Jean Paul Macouin; accessed 8 May 2015].  Charles Chesne and Catherine Sauvage had 12 children.  

Charles Chesne died before 1755 [Denissen, Vol. I, pp. 274-275].  Catherine was buried circa 21 October 

1778 in Ste Anne’s Church.  At her burial, the priest noted the following in the register: “Catherine veuve 

Chesne, daughter of the deceased [Jacques] Sauvage and the deceased Catherine Vien; after an illness of 

close to six months; 83 years, 1778 [no day or month given – between an act for 21 October and 22 

October 1778], buried in church” [Ste Anne Burials, Part IV].    

 

Occupation: Charles Chesne was a bourgeois negoçiant [merchant] and interpreter [Kelley, p. 13 – 28 

November 1758 marriage of Isidore Chesne and Thérèse Becquet]. 

 

Huron Nickname:  n’onk8oint8annon [Toupin, p. 234]; n’onkoin8annen [Toupin, p. 260], 

 

Land Ownership: On 16 June 1734, Charles de Beauharnois, marquis de Beauharnois, governor of New 

France and Gilles Hocquart, intendant of New France, on the recommendations of Henri Louis 

Deschamps de Boishébert, former commandant of Détroit and Jacques Hugues Péan, commandant of 

Détroit, granted concessions outside the fort to 17 people.  Charles Chesne was granted 4 arpents ouest 

sud ouest [west south west] of La Déroute [Seguin dit Ladéroute].  [Suzanne Boivin Sommerville, Land 

Concession Presentation].  

 

1750 Census Information:  Chêne, père; 1 woman; 1 boy 15 years and older; 2 boys 15 years and older; 

2 slaves.  Charles Chesne and Catherine Sauvage had 100 arpents of land under cultivation which 

produced 4000 sheaves of wheat; 550 sheaves of oats; and had 2 arpents planted with corn.  The couple 

owned 3 horses; 2 oxen; 25 cows; and 4 hogs [Lajeunesse, p. 54]. 

 

1762 Census Information: Widow Chaisne, age 55, born in Canada, 2 arpents, 1 boy, 0 girls, 1 slave, 0 

hired men, poor [1762 census].   

 

Slaves owned through the 1762 census:  Note that Trudel, pp. 302-303 – incorrectly adds the dit name 

Labutte to Charles; this dit name was used exclusively by Pierre Chesne dit Labutte and his descendants.   

 

Christine, a Chicachias (Chickasaw) slave, owned by Sieur Charles Chesne, was baptized 2 April 1742 

at the age of about 18.  Her godparents were Vital Caron and [Louise Lotman dite Barrois], the wife of 

Pierre [Chesne] dit Labutte [Ste Anne Register, Part 1, Image 172; Trudel, pp. 234 – does not name her 

godparents, 303]. 
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Baptism of Christine 

 

Charles, a panis slave, owned by Sieur Charles Chesne was buried 18 July 1751 in Ste Anne’s Cemetery 

at the age of 7 or 8 [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 41; Trudel, pp. 233, 303].  

 
Burial of Charles 

 

Isidore Chesne: Trudel, p. 304 incorrectly lists Isidore Chesne as having been enumerated as the owner 

of a slave at the time Navarre completed the 1762 census; Trudel also incorrectly adds the dit name 

Labutte.  Following is the information from the 1762 census: Isidore Chaisne, age 30, born in Canada, 2 

arpents, 0 boys, 2 girls, 0 slaves, 1 hired man, poor.   

 

Chesne – Bailly Family and Chesne – Moitié Family: 

Pierre Chesne dit Saint-Onge, son of Jean Chesne and Anne Claveleau, was from Reignac près 

Barbezieux, Cognac, Saintes, Saintonge (Charente), France.  He married Louise Jeanne Bailly, daughter 

of François Bailly and Marie Fonteneau, 29 November 1676 in Montréal [www.genealogiequebec.com, 

Montréal, Basilique Notre-Dame, 1670-1676, dip 11006360.jpg; Jetté, p. 245]. 

http://www.genealogiequebec.com/
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Signatures at the marriage of Pierre Chesne dit Saint-Onge and Louise Jeanne Bailly, 

 

Louise Jeanne Bailly was baptized 16 November 1663 in Montréal [Jetté, p. 42].  Pierre Chesne dit Saint-

Onge and Louise Jeanne Bailly were the parents of seven children; four married.  Three children and their 

families lived in Détroit: Marie Anne and Jacques Godefroy, Charles and Marie Catherine Sauvage, and 

Pierre and Marie Madeleine Roy.  Their son François lived and married in Kaskaskia [Jetté, p. 245].  

Louise Jeanne Bailly died and was buried 29 June 1699 in Montréal.   
 

Pierre Chesne dit Saint-Onge married Marie Moitié, daughter of Charles Moitié and Nicole Chaise, and 

widow of Jean Magnan, 9 October 1700 in Montréal [www.ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, M, 

Montréal, Basilique Notre-Dame, 1700-1704, Image 37; Jetté, p. 245].   

.  

 
Signatures at the marriage of Pierre Chesne dit Saint-Onge and Marie Moitié 

 

Marie Moitié was baptized 20 January 1649 in St-Sulpice, Paris (Seine), France [Fichier Origine, 

#250068, researcher: Jean-Paul Macouin; accessed 2 March 2015].  Pierre Chesne dit Saint-Onge and 

Marie Moitié did not have any children.  Marie Moitié died 30 December 1727 and was buried the 

following day in Montréal.  Pierre Chesne dit Saint-Onge died 17 May 1730 and was buried the following 

day in Montréal [Jetté, p. 245].   

 

Occupation: Although Pierre Chesne was a tailor when he initially lived in New France, he became an 

engageur during the 17th century. 

 

Land Ownership: On 10 March 1707, Cadillac granted Pierre Chesne lot 1 on rue Ste. Anne next to 

Joseph Guyon dit Després and Étienne Bontron dit Major.  The site measured 30 pieds by 22 pieds.  The 

http://www.ancestry.com/
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rent was 3 livres de cens et rente and for other rights granted was to pay 10 livres each year on the 20th of 

March in good furs or in money in use at the time.  The original concession was signed by Lamothe 

Cadillac and Grandmesnil, Secretaire, dated 10 March 1707.  The contract was deposited with Adhémar 

in Montréal on 26 August 1708 by Pierre Chesne, who signed the document [Gail Moreau DesHarnais, 

Tracking Land Concession in Détroit and Fort Pontchartrain].  

 

1710 Census Information:  Pierre Chesne was present for the 1710 census of Détroit.  His second wife, 

Marie Moitié, mother of Antoine Magnan, would not go to Détroit [Gail Moreau DesHarnais, Census of 

Detroit de Pontchartrain for the Year 1710].   

 

Slaves owned through the 1762 census:   
Marie Louise, an 8tagamise [Fox] slave, owned by Sieur [Pierre] Chesne, was baptized 6 June 1712 at 

the age of about 9 in Détroit.  Her godparents were Sieur Antoine Magnan and Marie Louise Robert [Ste 

Anne Register, Part 1, Image 73; Trudel, pp. 244 – does not name her godparents, 303 – incorrectly calls 

him Pierre Chesne dit Labutte]. 

 
Baptism of Marie Louise 

 

Chesne dit Labutte – Roy Family and Chesne dit Labutte and Lotman dite Barrois Family:  

Pierre Chesne dit Labutte père, son of Pierre Chesne dit St. Onge and Jeanne Louise Bailly, was born 

22 July 1698 in Montréal [Jetté, p. 245].  He married Marie Madeleine Roy, daughter of Pierre Roy and 

Marguerite Ouabankikoué, a Miami, 25 May 1728 in Fort St Philippe near present-day Fort Wayne, 

Indiana [Ste Anne Register Part 1, Image 107; Jetté, p. 245 – states they were married in Détroit; 

Denissen, I, 275 – states his baptismal date is his birth date; erroneously states that Pierre Chesne and 

Marie Madeleine Roy were married near Lake Erie]. 

 

http://habitantheritage.org/yahoo_site_admin/assets/docs/Census_of_Detroit_de_Pontchartrain_for_the_year_1710.20111239.pdf
http://habitantheritage.org/yahoo_site_admin/assets/docs/Census_of_Detroit_de_Pontchartrain_for_the_year_1710.20111239.pdf
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Signatures at the marriage of Pierre Chesne dit Labutte and Marie Madeleine Roy 

 

Marie Madeleine Roy was born 25 May 1710 in Détroit [Ste Anne Register, Part 1, Image 31].  Pierre 

Chesne and Marie Madeleine Roy had one child, Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, fils [Jetté, p. 245].  Marie 

Madeleine Roy was buried 20 November 1732 in Ste Anne’s Cemetery [Ste Anne Burials, Part 1].   

 

Pierre Chesne dit Labutte married Louise Lotman dite Barrois, daughter of François Lotman dit Barrois 

and Marie Anne Sauvage, 2 January 1736 in Ste Anne du Détroit [Ste Anne Register, Part 1, Images 141-

142]. 

 

 
Signatures at the marriage of Pierre Chesne dit Labutte and Louise Lotman dite Barrois 

 

Louise Lotman dite Barrois was born 23 July 1722 in Détroit [Ste Anne Register, Part 1, Image 89].  

Pierre Chesne dit Labutte was buried 16 May 1774 in Ste Anne’s Church.  At his burial, the priest noted 

the following: “Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, former church warden, a bourgeois merchant of the city who 

lived on rue Saint Anne, interpreter of Indian languages for the King; died after an illness of more than a 

year; son of the deceased Pierre Chesne and the deceased Jeanne Ballin [Bailly], while alive resided in the 

parish of Pointe-aux- Trembles, diocese of Quebec, Government of Montreal; widower, in a first 

marriage, of the deceased Magdelaine Roy; husband, in a second marriage, of Louise Lothement Barois; 

about 80 years, 16 May 1774, buried in the neffe of the church near the Coeur” [Ste Anne Burials, Part 

III].  Louise Lotman dite Barrois was buried 5 April 1781 from Ste Anne’s [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 275].  

See also: Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, Diane Wolford Sheppard, “Pierre Chesne dit Saint-Onge,  #1 Pierre 

Chesne dit Labutte [1698-1774], #2 Pierre Chesne dit Labutte [1729-1804], #3 Pierre Chesne dit Labutte 

[1770- 1813], #4 Pierre Labutte of the Detroit River Region  [1800-1879]; Part II: #1 Pierre Chesne dit 

Labutte [1698-1774],ˮ MHH, Vol. 33, #4, October 2012, 215-229; “Part 3 : #2 Pierre Chesne dit Labutte 

[1729-1804], ” MHH, Vol. 34, #1, January 2013,  1-13.  These articles are available on the FCHSM 

Website on the French Canadian and Native Families Page.  

 

Occupation: Pierre Chesne dit Labutte was an ancien marguillier (former church warden), bourgois 

commerçant (merchant), and interpreter of Indian languages for the King [Ste Anne Burials, Part III].  

 

Huron Nickname: oonditso8a, andits8oa [Toupin, pp. 235, 261]. 
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Land Ownership:   

On 16 June 1734, Charles de Beauharnois, marquis de Beauharnois, governor of New France and Gilles 

Hocquart, intendant of New France, on the recommendations of Henri Louis Deschamps de Boishébert, 

former commandant of Détroit and Jacques Hugues Péan, commandant of Détroit, granted concessions 

outside the fort to 17 people.  Pierre Chesne dit Labutte was granted 3 arpents ouest sud ouest [west south 

west] of Moran [Suzanne Boivin Sommerville, Land Concession Presentation].  

 

Pierre Chesne dit Labutte also owned a 40-foot lot on rue Ste Anne [Ste Anne Burials, Part III]. 

 

1750 Census Information: LaButte, 1 woman; 1 Boy 15 years and older; 1 girl 15 years and older; 1 girl 

under 15 years; 1 slave.  Pierre Chesne dit Labutte and Louise Lotman dite Barrois owned 2 oxen and 3 

cows [Lajeunesse, p. 54].  Pierre Chesne dit Labutte’s son Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, fils, his wife, and 

child were living with Pierre Chesne dit Labutte and Louise Lotman dite Barrois.  

 

1762 Census Information:  LaButte, 40-foot lot, 1 slave, 1 hired man, rich [Fort]. 

 

Slaves owned through the 1762 census: Trudel, on p. 303, incorrectly attributes a number of the slaves 

owned by Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, fils, to his father.  Also note that some of the individuals classified as 

slaves in his dictionary are not referred to as slaves in the parish registers.  I have included the 

information regarding Peniche a slave owned after 1762 because in 1772 Pierre Chesne dit Labutte 

granted Peniche his freedom after Chesne dit Labutte’s death. 

 

Finally, Trudel on pp. 303 and 231, incorrectly states that Pierre Chesne dit Labutte owned a Potawatomi 

who was buried on 6 July 1737; this individual was not a slave and was living in the home of Claude 

Dudevoir dit Lachine [Ste Anne Register, Part 1, Image 151; Ste Anne Register, Part 1 – Transcription, 

Image: 94].  See: [#1 Pierre Chesne dit Labutte [1698-1774] for the names of Pierre Chesne’s slaves 

appearing in Ste Anne’s records. 

 

Antoine, a Patoca slave, owned by Sieur Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, was buried 17 November 1732 in Ste 

Anne’s cemetery at the age of about 13 or 14, in the presence of Charles Chesne who signed the register, 

having been baptized prior to his death [Ste Anne Register, Part 1, Image 128; Trudel, pp. 231 – does not 

give the burial location or mention Charles Chesne, 303].  

 
Burial of Antoine  

 

Françoise and Pierre: See the discussion of Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme for a discussion of Françoise, 

a panisse, that Pierre Chesne dit Labutte and Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme co-owned. 

 

Magdeleine, a panisse, owned by Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, was buried 9 October 1744 in Ste Anne’s 

cemetery at the age of 13-14 years in the presence of Antoine Chapoton and Charlot, a panis [Ste Anne 

Register, Part 2, Image 17].  
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Burial of Magdeleine 

 
Magdeleine, a panisse, 18 years old, belonging to Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, was buried 24 September 

1746 in Ste Anne’s Cemetery in the presence of Nicolas Laselle and Charlot, a panis.  Magdeleine had 

been baptized prior to her death [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 25; Trudel, pp. 239 – incorrectly states 

that she had been baptized 14 days prior to her death, 303].  

 
Burial of Magdeleine  

 

A Panisse travelled with Sieur Pierre Chesne dit Labutte and Louise Lotman dit Barrois from Montréal to 

Détroit [Rapport de L’Archiviste de la Province de Québec pour 1922-1923 (Québec: Ls-A. Proulx, 

1923), p. 240; Trudel, pp. 227 and 303 – Trudel acknowledges that this panisse could be a reference to 

Charlotte who was a mother in 1754]. 

 

Charlotte, a panisse owned by Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, was a mother in 1754, 1759, 1766, 1767, and 

1769 [#1 Pierre Chesne dit Labutte [1698-1774; Trudel, p. 303] 

 

Catherine, daughter of Charlotte, Mr [Pierre Chesne dit] Labutte, père’s slave, was born 29 November 

1754 and baptized 30 November 1754 in Ste Anne’s.  Her godparents were Pierre Fortville and Catherine 

Campeau [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 56; Ste Anne Register, Part 1 – Transcription, Image 197; 

Trudel, pp. 234 – does not name her godparents, 303].  

 
Baptism of Catherine – see the transcription of this act below 
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Baptism of Catherine  

 

Catherine was buried in Ste Anne’s cemetery in the presence of Césaire [Dagneau dit] Dequindre [and 

Fontenay] and Jacques Godefroy on 2 December 1754 [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 56; pp. 234 – 

does not name the witnesses, 303]. 

 
Burial of Catherine  

 

Pierre, son of Charlotte, slave of Sieur Labutte père, was baptized 22 August 1759 in Ste Anne’s.  His 

godparents were Jacques Campeau, captain of the militia, and Angélique Cicotte [Sicot].  [Ste Anne 

Register, Part 2, Image 89; Trudel, pp. 234 – does not name his godparents, 303]. 

 
Baptism of Pierre  

 

Josette, the panisse slave of Sieur Pierre [Chesne dit] Labutte, père, died 29 April 1761 and was buried 

the following day at the age of 15 in Ste Anne’s Cemetery in the presence of François Leduc and 

Lapicanière [Dagneau dit] Dequindre [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 102; Trudel, pp. 238 – does not 

name the witnesses, 303]. 
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Burial of Josette 

 

Peniche: On 3 October 1772, Pierre Chesne Labutte père, in a document witnessed by [Robert] Navarre 

and Le Belair declared that he was unable to write so was dictating his wishes.  In the case of his death, he 

wanted Peniche [sic], free, although born of his servant, to be provided for as at present, educated, and 

allowed his freedom without any reason whatsoever to the contrary [Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, 

Miscellaneous French Records, R, Registre des Notaires de Detroit, 1737-1780, image 362 {Thank you to 

Suzanne Boivin Sommerville for her translation of this document.  Although we had located this 

document during the fall of 2011, Suzanne translated it as part of her critique of Bonds of Alliance.  Carl 

Ekberg suggested that his name may mean a lively, frisky child}]. 

 

Pierre Chesne dit Labutte’s role during Pontiac’s Rebellion: Pierre Chesne was one of the interpreters 

during the rebellion.  On 10 May 1763, Pontiac called a council between the French and Native-American 

leaders at Antoine Cuillerier’s house.  Pontiac planned to make Cuillerier commandant of the fort once he 

had driven the British out of Détroit.  While many of the French were sympathetic to Pontiac, they hoped 

to hide their collaboration with him in case the British were able take revenge on the Native Americans.  

In addition to Cuillerier, the names of five French-Canadians who later took part in the negotiations with 

the British that resulted in the capture of Captain James Campbell and Lieutenant George McDougall 

were Jean Baptiste Chapoton, Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, Laurent Gamelin, Jacques Godefroy, and 

Thomas Gouin [Peckham, pp. 137-139].  See Peckham for a more complete history of his role during the 

rebellion. 

 

Chesne dit Labutte – Cuillerier Family: 

Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, son of Pierre Chesne dit Labutte and Marie Madeleine Roy, was born 23 

May 1729 in Détroit [Jetté, p. 245].  Marie Madeleine Roy was the daughter of Pierre Roy and Marguerite 

Ouabankekoué, a Miami.  He married Marie Anne Cuillerier, daughter of Antoine Cuillerier and 

Angélique Girard, 10 February 1750 in Ste Anne du Détroit [Ste Anne Register Part 2, Image 36] 

 
Signatures at the marriage of Pierre Chesne dit Labutte and Marie Anne Cuillerier  

 

Marie Anne Cuillerier was born 19 April 1730 in Détroit [Jetté, p. 295].  Pierre Chesne dit Labutte and 

Marie Anne Cuillerier had 11 children [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 276].  Marie Anne Cuillerier, wife of Pierre 

Chêne dit Labutte, died at four in the afternoon on 7 March 1800.  She was 69 [sic] years old and was 

buried 10 March 1800 in Assumption Cemetery, in the presence of François Drouillard and Jean Baptiste 

Cicotte [Sicot] [Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, L`Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, 

1781-1808, image 210].  Pierre Chêne dit Labutte died the evening of 26 September 1804, aged close to 

80 years, and was buried the following day in Assumption Cemetery in the presence of a large number of 

parishioners, Simon Leduc, cantor, and Louis Gendron [Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, 

L`Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, 1781-1808, image  272].  [#2 Pierre Chesne dit Labutte [1729-

1804]..  
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Occupation: When Marie Catherine Chesne was baptized at Ste Anne du Détroit on 24 February 1764, 

her father was described as Sieur Pierre Labutte, Bourgeois commercant (merchant) de cette ville, 

demeurant a la coste des hurons [Ste Anne Register Part 2, image 100 – Marie Catherine Chesne’s 

baptism]. 

 

Land Ownership: 

On 21 August 1753, Antoine Cuillerier, acting for Angélique Roy, wife of Jean Baptiste Moison, sold at 

public auction, a house, and lot within the fort on Ste Anne Street to Pierre Labutte, fils, for 125 livres in 

furs or beavers.  The sale was recorded 8 June 1769.2  

 

Labutte fils (Pierre Chesne dit Labutte) owned lot 14 on the south shore [present-day Windsor region] 

next to the Ottawa Cemetery [Lajeunesse, figure 7]. 

 

1750 Census Information: Pierre, Marie Anne Cuillerier, and their daughter Marie Anne were living 

with his father and step-mother when the 1750 census was taken [See the entry for his father above]. 

 

1762 Census Information:  

LaBute file [sic], age 32, born in Canada, 4 arpents, 4 boys, 3 girls, 3 slaves, 2 hired men, comfortable  

[Ottawa Village to the Huron Village] 

 

LaButte, 50-foot lot, in the country, comfortable [Fort].   

 

LaButte, 50-foot lot, in the country, comfortable [Fauxbourg Ste Rosalie].  

 

Slaves owned through the 1762 census: [Trudel, p. 303 – a number of the slaves owned by Pierre 

Chesne dit Labutte, fils, are incorrectly attributed to his father].   

 

On 27 December 1758, Charles de Langlade fils promised to deliver or have delivered a panis or panisse, 

about 12-15 years of age, to Sr. Labutte fils during the course of the following summer.  Labutte fils 

signed the agreement 30 August 1760 [Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, Miscellaneous French Records, 

R, Registre des Notaires de Detroit, 1737-1780, image 76]. 

 

Pierre, son of Catherine, a slave belonging to to M.r Pierre [Chesne dit] Labutte, fils, was born and 

baptized 12 January 1759 in Ste Anne’s.  Pierre’s godparents were Eléopolle Chaine [Léopold Chesne], 

interpreter for the King, and Catherine Campeau [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 84; Trudel, p. 232].   

 

 
Baptism of Pierre  

                                                      
2 Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, Miscellaneous French Records, R, Registre des Notaires de Detroit, 1737-1780, 

image 68; Michigan Works Progress Administration: Vital Records Project,  Michigan State Library, and Daughters 

of the American Revolution Louisa St. Clair Chapter, Early Land Transfers Detroit and Wayne County, Michigan, 

1703-1796, Volumes A, B, and C (Detroit (?): 1936) [hereafter Early Land Transfers], 69; Burton Historical 

Collection [BHC] microfilm #656, reel 3, Liber A October 22 1754-February 1775, 84 [typed copy]. 
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Pierre was buried in Ste Anne’s cemetery on 26 January 1759 in the presence of Joseph Réaume and 

François Leduc dit Persil [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 84; Trudel, p. 232 – does not name the 

witnesses]. 

 
Burial of Pierre 

 

Unnamed Slave: On 9 February 1759, an unnamed slave belonging to sieur Pierre [Chesne dit] Labutte, 

fils, aged about 20, was buried in Ste Anne’s cemetery in the presence of Joseph Réaume and François 

Leduc dit Persil, having been baptized on 5 February [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 86; Trudel, p. 232 

– states that the unnamed slave was probably Catherine who was the mother of Pierre – see above].   

 
Burial of Pierre Chesne dit Labutte’s unnamed slave 

 

Jacquot: On 19 June 1762, Pierre [Chesne dit] Labutte purchased Jacquot, a nègre slave, from Madame 

François Hamelin while he was in Montréal.  He paid her 1,000 livres to settle an obligation of the same 

value.3  

 

Unknown Clapham: 

Mr. Clapham was a merchant from Pittsburgh who visited Detroit in the summer of 1762 with a male and 

female Pawnee slave.  When they arrived in Presque Ile on their return to Pittsburgh, Clapham and the 

slaves met some Native Americans from the area.  Clapham gave all of them rum.  The slaves then 

attacked and killed Clapham and plundered his effects.   

 

The Native Americans brought the slaves to Detroit and turned them over to Donald Campbell, the 

commandant, urging him to burn the slaves.  Although initially blaming his captors for the murder of 

                                                      
3 Trudel, Dictionnaire, 104 [citing notary Simonet], 303; PRDH #17721.  [Based on the fact that Pierre Chesne 

Labutte, fils, was in Montréal in June 1762, he could have been settling a debt for his father.  Alternatively, Pierre 

Chesne Labutte, fils, could have been handling his own business].  [Madame François Hamelin was probably Marie 

Catherine Roy, daughter of François Roy (Pierre Roy’s brother and Pierre Chesne dit Labutte fils’ guardian) and 

Madeleine Trudeau.  François Hamelin and Catherine Roy married 10 June 1754 in Montréal.]    
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Clapham, the Pawnee eventually confessed.  Campbell reported the facts to his superior who in turn 

passed them on to their superiors, Colonel Henry Bouquet, Sir William Johnson, and finally, Sir Jeffrey 

Amherst.  Amherst ordered Henry Gladwin, Campbell’s successor to try the Pawnee by court martial. 

 

The male Pawnee escaped to the Mississippi Valley prior to Gladwin receiving Amherst’s orders.  The 

female Pawnee was tried, convicted, and publically hung in 1763  

 

Male Pawnee – see the summary above [William Renwick Riddell, Michigan Under British Rule – Law 

and Law Courts (Lansing: Michigan Historical Commission, 1926), pp. 29-31; Trudel, pp. 226, 305]. 

 

Female Pawnee – see the summary above [Riddell, pp. 29-31; Trudel, pp. 228, 305]. 

 

Marie Josèphe, a Pawnee.  While she was in prison, the female Pawnee gave birth to a daughter on 3 

January 1763.  Vien, the midwife, ondoyée the baby in prison.  The daughter was baptized sous condition 

5 January 1763 in Ste Anne’s.  Her godparents were Joseph Réaume, fils, and Marie Josèphe Chapoton.  

Gladwin gave Marie Josèphe to Pierre Barthe [Ste Anne Register, Part 2, Image 113; Trudel, pp. 228 – 

details regarding the female Pawnee and Marie Josèphe, but does not name her godparents or the fact that 

she was ondoyée in prison, 305] 

 
Baptism of Marie Josèphe  

 

 


