
This 187-page softcover volume, in a large 8 ½ x 11-inch format, contains the annotated burials of L’Assomption de 

la pointe de Montréal du Détroit 1768-1805 (present-day Assumption, Windsor, Ontario).  This work will be of great 

interest to historians, independent scholars, and anyone who is interested in the fascinating history of the Detroit River 

River.  This new book should be considered a companion to the Burials of Ste Anne du Détroit 1706-1805.  Together 

they complete the beginning story of the Detroit River Region. 

Gail Moreau-DesHarnais’ Burials of L’Assomption de la pointe de Montreal du Detroit 1768-1805 is the latest in the 

author’s meticulously researched volumes that provide detailed information on the lives of early residents of the 

Detroit area. The current book covers a pivotal period in the formation of the community on the Detroit River, as its 

numbers expanded in the mid-eighteenth century to the south shore of the River, in what is today Windsor, Ontario, 

Canada. The collection of records of burials at L’Assomption parish, including those of Indigenous peoples and the 

enslaved, are careful translations of original French text found in records of the church and the Programme de 

recherche en démographie historique (PRDH), supplemented by archival research. Moreau-DesHarnais provides 

additional crucial contextual information, most notably kinship relations of the deceased and those who attended their 

burials. In many cases, through her painstaking research, the author has discovered errors or omissions in church 

records and the PRDH, making this volume the authoritative source on the lives of those who lived and moved through 

early Detroit. – Karen Marrero, Associate Professor, Department of History, Wayne State University, Detroit; author 

of Detroit's Hidden Channels: The Power of French-Indigenous Families in the Eighteenth Century and co-editor of 

A Place in Common: Rethinking the History of Early Detroit. 

Gail Moreau-DesHarnais’ Burials of L’Assomption de la Pointe de Montréal du Détroit 1768-1805, is the perfect 

companion to Burials of Ste Anne du Détroit 1706 – 1805. It also follows the same format.  In addition to noting the 

facts recorded by the priest in the L’Assomption register, the information in the Comments Section for each entry 

provides genealogical information regarding the deceased.  This is especially important for this book because the 

deceased often lived on the north shore (the Michigan side of the Detroit River) prior to moving to the south shore 

(the Canadian side of the Detroit River).  The See Section functions as a bibliography for the family and corrects errors 

in many previously published sources for the individual, such as Denissen’s Genealogy of the French Families of the 

Detroit River Region, 1701-1936, rev. ed.  or PRDH-IGD. – Diane Sheppard, co-author of Gail Moreau-DesHarnais 

and Diane Wolford Sheppard, Le Détroit du Lac Érie 1701- 1710: Volume 1 (Royal Oak, Michigan: French-Canadian 

Heritage Society of Michigan, 2016); and Gail Moreau-DesHarnais and Diane Wolford Sheppard, Le Détroit du Lac 

Érie 1711-1720 (Royal Oak, Michigan: French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan, 2023). 

 

Burials from L’Assomption de la Pointe de Montréal du Détroit 1768-1805 is another invaluable resource by Gail 

Moreau-DesHarnais. As is standard with her works, Moreau-DesHarnais’s meticulous detail and accuracy give us 

insight into the lives of the parishioners of L’Assomption. Her work is much more than a standard transcription of the 

burial records – the information in the burial records have also been cross-checked for errors, and in her Comments 

sections, she fills in gaps with genealogical information and data from other sources, such as censuses, baptismal and 

marriage records, notarial records, etc., to complete a summary for each individual, including the enslaved and native 

members of the population. It should be a required resource when researching the Detroit River Region. – Loraine 

DiCerbo, editor of Michigan’s Habitant Heritage, the Journal of the French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan 

(2020-present), Recording Secretary (2023-present), former President (2010-2016), and Registrar (2006-2009) of the 

French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan. 
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