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This 400-page softcover volume, in a large 8 ½ x 11 inch format, contains the annotated burials of Ste Anne du Détroit 

from 1706 – 1805: essentially the first one hundred years of Détroit and the Detroit River Region.  This work will be of great 

interest to historians, independent scholars, and anyone who is interested in the fascinating history of early Détroit. 

 

“Gail Moreau-DesHarnais’ Burials of Ste Anne du Détroit 1706 – 1805 is much more than what the title implies.  In addition to 

documenting the burials of Ste Anne du Détroit from 1706 to 1805, two additions to most entries provide invaluable information.  

The Comments section adds genealogical information regarding the deceased, such as the names of his or her parents, his or her 

date of birth or baptism, and his or her marriage.  The See section is a mini-bibliography about the deceased, including additions 

and corrections to Rev. Christian Denissen, Genealogy of the French Families of the Detroit River Region, 1701-1936, rev. ed. 

(Detroit: Detroit Society for Genealogical Research, 1987), and René Jetté, Dictionnaire généalogique des familles du Québec des 

origines à 1730 (Montréal: Les Presses de l’Université de Montréal, 1983).”  
 
 – Diane Sheppard, co-author of Gail Moreau-DesHarnais and Diane Wolford Sheppard, Le Détroit du Lac Érie 1701-

1710: Volume 1 (Royal Oak, Michigan: French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan, 2016); Gail Moreau-DesHarnais 

and Diane Wolford Sheppard, Le Détroit du Lac Érie 1701-1710: Volume 2 (Royal Oak, Michigan: French-Canadian 

Heritage Society of Michigan, 2023). 

 

“Burials of Ste Anne du Détroit 1706 – 1805 by Gail Moreau-DesHarnais is the most comprehensive resource for anyone 

researching early French-Canadian genealogy in the Detroit area. Born from a lack of knowledge about the 1490 persons interred 

in a mass grave at Mount Elliot Cemetery in Detroit, Michigan, Moreau-DesHarnais not only accurately translates and transcribes 

the original church records for Ste Anne de Détroit Catholic Church (now the Basilica of Ste Anne de Détroit), but she breathes 

new life into the forgotten souls by adding in genealogical details in the Comments below each entry. Names of parents, godparents 

and witnesses, dates of importance such as the birth, baptism and marriage of most individuals give you a complete picture of each 

person’s death and the life each one lived.  It is truly an encyclopedia of knowledge worthy of any genealogical collection.”  

– Loraine DiCerbo, editor of Michigan’s Habitant Heritage, the Journal of the French-Canadian Heritage Society of 

Michigan (2020-present), former President (2010-2016) and Registrar (2006-2009) of the French-Canadian Heritage 

Society of Michigan. 

“If you thought your bookshelf on the history of early Detroit was complete, think again.  Gail Moreau-DesHarnais returns with 

another must-have.  Combining a century of transcribed burial records with detailed genealogical and biographical annotations, 

this volume corrects and expands upon other books on your shelf.  Moreau-DesHarnais’s granular knowledge of French Detroit is 

unmatched, and she just proved it again.  Buy this book!”  

 

 – Catherine Cangany, PhD, author of Frontier Seaport: Detroit’s Transformation into an Atlantic Entrepôt 
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