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This two-volume set presents a detailed account of the next ten years of Fort Pontchartrain du Détroit du Lac Erié 1711-1720.
The rich history of the Detroit River Region is explored through family biographies, as well as a myriad of original documents,
including legal contracts, land records, and the church register. Each chapter is fully documented, and illustrated with images that
explain the early years of Le Détroit du Lac Erié.

“Authors Gail Moreau-DesHarnais and Diane Wolford Sheppard have hit two more home runs with their new two-volume set on
the early history of Detroit titled Le Détroit du Lac Erié 1711-1720. These books— in English with French titles—continue the
excellent work of their previous co-authored book, Le Détroit du Lac Erié 1701-1710, volume 1.

In opening these books, the reader enters the world of original historical research and is thereby given a rare new window into life
in earliest Detroit and treated to a splendid view—Iland records, family histories, legal contracts formed during this time period,
and the church register. The reader will also be greeted by a complete index, an extensive bibliography, full documentation, and a
wonderful timeline.

One of the most important things that these new books do is to continue the story of the birth of Detroit, starting now with its
“teenage” years. These new publications, moreover, build on the earlier one by including new chapters on maps and plans and on
French construction methods in Michigan’s French posts of Detroit, Michilimackinac, and Fort St. Joseph, at Niles. There is no
chapter on the census because there was none taken during this time period—another of the many things that this book has taught
me.

Le Détroit du Lac Erié 1711-1720, volumes 1 and 2, are creations that come from what I term “the world of scholarly magic”—
“scholarly” because the scholarship evinced in them displays great depth, breadth, and astonishing exactitude; “magic” because the
amount of assiduous, detailed, dedicated work reflected in these books is difficult if not impossible to imagine. These Detroit-based
French historical and genealogical masters have produced an incomparable treasure that will forever serve the history and
historiography of New France and French Detroit.”

— Michael McCafferty, Master Teacher, Department of Second Language Studies, Indiana University-Bloomington;
author of Native American Place Names of Indiana

“Absolutely indispensable! With their characteristic diligence and a just-the-facts approach, Moreau-DesHarnais and Sheppard
have assembled a comprehensive resource whose usefulness reaches far beyond the pays d’en haut. These volumes are a must-
have for historians and genealogists alike.”

— Sharon K. Person, co-author, Dawn’s Light Woman & Nicolas Franchomme: Marriage and Law in the Illinois Country.

“For far too long, French Detroit’s primary sources have been scattered, difficult to find and access, and hard to read. In their latest
and much-anticipated volumes, Moreau-DesHarnais and Wolford Sheppard have painstakingly amassed, translated, and transcribed
hundreds more documents about early Detroit and gathered them in one place. In undertaking this labor, they have corrected
numerous genealogical and translational errors found in other published sources. Drawing on their unmatched knowledge of
Detroit’s French and Native history, they have sprinkled in genealogies, maps, descriptions, and timelines to help contextualize the
original records. A must-have for anyone interested in early Detroit.”

— Catherine Cangany, PhD, author of Frontier Seaport: Detroit’s Transformation into an Atlantic Entrepot

Copyright © 2023 French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan
P. O. Box 1900
Royal Oak, Michigan 48068-1900
www.habitantheritage.org

ISBN number down here


http://www.habitantheritage.org/

