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Voyageur and canoe on Lake Michigan at Fort Michililmackinac.  Photos courtesy of and with permission from Diane Wolford 

Sheppard 

This two-volume set presents a detailed account of the next ten years of Fort Pontchartrain du Détroit du Lac Érié 1711-1720.  

The rich history of the Detroit River Region is explored through family biographies, as well as a myriad of original documents, 

including legal contracts, land records, and the church register.  Each chapter is fully documented, and illustrated with images that 

explain the early years of Le Détroit du Lac Érié. 

“This set of books is another monumental contribution to the development of knowledge about Le Détroit in the days of New 

France.  Its authors, undoubtedly the most meticulous genealogists on the French presence in the Detroit River region, once again 

offer a work that contains an infinite amount of detail on this population.  As such, Le Détroit du lac Érié 1711-1720, volumes 1 

and 2, is a must-have for anyone interested in this history.” 

  

– Guillaume Teasdale, PhD, Associate Professor of History, University of Windsor; author of Fruits of Perseverance: 

The French Presence in the Detroit River Region, 1701-1815 

“Gail Moreau-DesHarnais and Diane Wolford Sheppard have produced a second set of volumes of early French documents that 

shed further light on the history of eighteenth-century Detroit.  Based on thorough and painstaking research in primary sources, 

this collection draws from legal and notarial, ecclesiastical, and cartographic materials, that provide an essential context for 

understanding Detroit’s early history.” 

– Karen Marrero, Associate Professor, Department of History, Wayne State University, Detroit; author of Detroit's 

Hidden Channels: The Power of French-Indigenous Families in the Eighteenth Century  

“The long-awaited third and fourth volumes of this massive project matches the high standards of research and scholarship that 

defined the first two volumes.  Again, the authors have presented a history that focuses on the specific individuals who lived and 

labored in the Detroit River region.  During this second decade of settlement, the stories of certain characters continued from the 

decade that was covered by the previous volumes, while numerous new figures entered the scene.  These volumes include 

translations from the French of many entire documents.  They also provide highly detailed summaries of a myriad of other translated 

documents, identifying the individuals who were involved and noting their specific activities.  This is fully documented history, so 

valuable and useful for all levels of readers and researchers.  In fact, this wide-reaching documentation will serve far into the future 

as a solid foundation for various avenues of research and writing, as the picture unfolds of daily life at Détroit during the French 

regime.”  

– Timothy J. Kent, author of Ft. Pontchartrain at Detroit: A Guide to the Daily Lives of Fur Trade and Military Personnel, 

Settlers, and Missionaries at French Posts and Rendezvous at the Straits: Fur Trade and Military Activities at Fort de 

Buade and Fort Michilimackinac, 1669-1781  
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