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This two-volume set presents as detailed an account as possible of the founding decade of Fort Pontchartrain du 

Détroit du Lac Érié.  In Volume 1, the timeline from 1694 to 1710 (with full references) tells the chronological story 

of the explorations and the early historical events that eventually led to the creation of the present-day city of 

Detroit, Michigan.  In addition, the rich history of the Detroit River Region is explored through family biographies 

as well as myriad original documents, including legal contracts, land records, census enumerations, and a list of the 

habitants who agreed to pay for a priest in 1710.  Each chapter is fully documented, and illustrated with images that 

explain the early years of Le Détroit du Lac Érié. 

The in-depth articles comprising Volume 2, again with its full documentation, broaden and expand upon numerous 

historical and cultural aspects of Detroit’s first decade.  Some of the subjects examined in these thought-provoking 

essays include: “8 August 1706: Fort Pontchartrain Becomes a Permanent Settlement on Le Détroit du Lac Érié ˮ 

and “Kateri (Catherine) Tekakwitha (Gah-deh-lee Deh-gah-quee-tah): Her Connection to Inhabitants of Le Détroit 

du Lac Érié.ˮ   

These two softcover volumes, in a large 8 ½ x 11 inch format, are copiously illustrated and together they contain 

686 pages.  This work will be of great interest to historians, independent scholars, and anyone who is interested in 

fascinating history. 

“This extensive project was two decades in the making, and the results are truly impressive.  The scholarly research 

of the authors has been diligent and thorough, and they have organized their findings and thoughts in a clean and 

concise manner.  These two volumes will serve as the standard reference work on the specific individuals who lived 

and worked in the Detroit River Region during its first decade of permanent French settlement, as well as many of 

the activities of these people.  This long-awaited pair of books provides delightful insights into various aspects of 

our French history and heritage – a welcome addition to the literature.ˮ – Timothy J. Kent, author of Ft. 

Pontchartrain at Detroit: A Guide to the Daily Lives of Fur Trade and Military Personnel, Settlers, and 

Missionaries at French Posts (Ossineke, Michigan: Silver Fox Enterprises, 2001); Phantoms of the French Fur 

Trade (Ossineke, Michigan: Silver Fox Enterprises, 2015); Rendezvous at the Straits: Fur Trade and Military 

Activities at Fort de Buade and Fort Michilimackinac, 1669-1781 (Ossineke: Silver Fox Enterprises, 2004). 

“Based on decades of close readings and an expert command of French language materials ranging from church 

registers to marriage contracts, notarial records, and other legal documents, the author offers fresh and compelling 

insights on the daily lives of French men and women of eighteenth-century Detroit.  Sommerville’s painstaking 

attention to these historic individuals adds detailed knowledge of a time and place that is still understudied and 

sometimes misunderstood.  In contributing her expertise in this endeavor, Sommerville presents essential 

information and insight to the vibrant and compelling history of early Detroit and its residents.” – Karen Marrero, 

Department of History, Wayne State University; author of “Women at the Crossroads: Trade, Mobility, and Power 

in Early French America and Detroit” (Women in Early America, ed. Thomas Foster, New York University Press, 

2015) and “On the Edge of the West: The Roots and Routes of Detroit’s Urban Eighteenth Century” (Frontier 

Cities: Encounters at the Crossroads of Empire, eds. Jay Gitlin, Barbara Berglund, and Adam Arenson, University 

of Pennsylvania Press, 2013). 
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Legend in the Box for the 1702 Map on the Title Page 

 

Fort Pontchartrain, 1702 

  

A.  L’Eglise [Church] 

B.  Sacristie [Sacristy, place where religious supplies are kept] 

C.  Maison [House] du Commandant 

D.  Maison de M. de Tonty 

E.  Maison du R. P. Recolet 

F.  Magasin [storehouse] 

G.  Maisons des gardes Magazins [Houses for the Storehouse guards] 

H.  Corps de gardes [Lodging for soldiers] 

I.   La grande Porte du Fort [large Door of the Fort] 

K.  La petite Porte [small Door.  It led to the Huron fort.] 

L to Z – Maisons [Houses, 15] 

[Note that no names have been assigned to streets in the fort.] 


