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Most books published before 1922 are available online from Google Books, www.Archive.org, or 

the Hathi Trust Digital Library at http://www.hathitrust.org/ .  I own all of the books listed below, 

as well as several other books written in the 19th century that discuss Native American culture 

during the early part of the 19th century.   

 

Beaty-Medina, Charles, editor, and Melissa Rinehart, Contested Territories – Native Americans 

and Non-Natives in the Lower Great Lakes 1700 - 1850 (East Lansing, Michigan: 

Michigan State University Press, 2012). 

 

Billard, Jules, B., editor, The World of the American Indian (Washington, D.C.: National 

Geographic Society, 1989). 

 

Blair, Emma Helen, editor and translator, The Indian Tribes of the Upper Mississippi Valley and 

Region of the Great Lakes (Cleveland, Ohio: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1912), Vols. 

1 and 2, especially Nicolas Perrot, Memoir on the Manners, Customs, and Religion of the 

Savages of North America and Claude Charles Leroy Bacqueville de La 

Potherie/LaPotherie, History of the Savage Peoples who are allies of New France 

(Available as Google Books)  Perrot’s memoir was written about 1680; he did not use 

dates for most of his memoirs, but Jules Tailhan, S.J., the editor of his memoir added 

them in brackets.  Blair condensed some of Talihan’s explanatory notes, but added 

extensive explanatory and historical material.  La Potherie/LaPotherie’s book was 

published in 1716.  Blair believed that a lost memoir by Perrot furnished the material for 

parts of the book.  LaPotherie did not arrive in New France until 1698.  He did not use 

any dates in his book; it is only through Blair’s footnotes or the mention of a French-

Canadian official that one can approximate the date for information contained in his 

book.   

 

Sarah E. Boehme, Christian F. Feest, Patricia Condon Johnston, Seth Eastman – A Portfolio of 

North American Indians (Afton, Minnesota: Afton Historical Society Press, 1995). 

 

Bougainville, Louis Antoine de and Edward P. Hamilton, editor, Adventure in the Wilderness – 

The American Journals of Louis Antoine de Bougainville, 1756-1760 (Norman, Oklahoma, 

University of Oklahoma Press, 1964). 

 

Brandão, José António, Your Fyre Shall Burn No More (Lincoln, Nebraska: University of 

Nebraska Press, 1997). 

 

Calloway, Colin G., The Victory with No Name The Native American Defeat of the First 

American Army (New York: Oxford University Press, 2015). 

 

Carver, Jonathan and Norman Gelb, editor, Jonathan Carver’s Travels Through America 1766-

1768 An Explorer’s Portrait of the American Wilderness (New York: John Wiley and 

Sons, 1993). 

 

Carver, Jonathan and John Parker, editor, The Journals of Jonathan Carver and Related 

Documents, 1766-1770 (Minnesota: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1976).  This 

edition contains journal entries not contained in the previously cited book. 

http://www.archive.org/
http://www.hathitrust.org/
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Catlin, George, Letters and Notes on the Manners, Customs, and Conditions of North American 

Indians (New York: Dover Publishing, 1973), two volumes. 

 

Cleland, Charles E., Rites of Conquest – The History and Culture of Michigan’s Native 

Americans (Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, originally published in 1992; 

1998 edition).   

 

Cooke, Sarah E. and Rachel B. Ramadhyani (compilers of the illustrations), Christian F. Feest 

and R. David Edmunds (authors of the essays), Indians and a Changing Frontier The Art 

of George Winter (Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society in cooperation with The 

Tippecanoe County Historical Association, 1993).  Most of the Native Americans 

appearing in this volume were from the Potawatomi and Miami Tribes or Nations.  This 

is the only book that provides exclusive coverage to the 19th century. 

 

Cuillerier, René and José António Brandão, editor and translator, and K. Janet Ritch, Nation 

Iroquoise (Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 2003).  Brandão believes 

that Cuillerier wrote this book based upon his experience as a captive of the Iroquois. 

 

Danzinger, Jr., Edmund Jefferson, The Chippewas of Lake Superior (Norman, Oklahoma: The 

University of Oklahoma Press, 1979). 

 

DeMallie, Raymond J., editor, and William C. Sturtevant, series editor, Handbook of North 

American Indians (Washington, D.C.: The Smithsonian Institute, 2001), Vol. 13 – The 

Plains (two volumes). 

 

DeMallie, Raymond J., Douglas R, Parks, and Robert Vézina, editors, A Fur Trader on the Upper 

Missouri The Journal and Description of Jean-Baptiste Truteau, 1794-1796 (Lincoln, 

Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 2017). 

 

Densmore, Frances, Chippewa Customs (St. Paul, Minnesota: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 

1979). 

 

Eastman, Mrs. Mary, Dahcotah; or, Life and legends of the Sioux around Fort Snelling (New 

York: J. Wiley, 1849). 

 

Edmunds, R. David and Joseph L. Peyser, The Fox Wars – The Mesquakie Challenge to New 

France (Norman, Oklahoma: The University of Oklahoma Press, 1993).  As the title 

indicates, the authors emphasize the Fox Wars, rather than their culture.  

 

Edmunds, R. David, The Potawatomis – Keepers of the Fire (Norman, Oklahoma: The University 

of Oklahoma Press, 1978). 

 

Folsom, Franklin and Mary Eltino Folsom, America’s Ancient Treasures – A Guide to 

Archeological Sites and Museums in the United States and Canada (Albuquerque, New 

Mexico: University of New Mexico Press, 1993 – 4th edition). 

 

Havard, Gilles and Phyllis Aronoff and Howard Scott (translators) The Great Peace of Montreal 

of 1701 – French-Native Diplomacy in the Seventeenth Century (Montreal and Kingston: 

McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2001).  In addition to discussing the 1701 peace 

negotiations, this volume provides the historical background leading to the treaty. 
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Havard, Gilles, Empire et Métissages Indiens et Français dans le Pays d’en Haut, 1660-1715 

(Montréal: Septentrion, 2nd edition (2017). 

 

Havard, Gilles, Histoire des coureurs de bois Amérique due Nord 1600-1840 (Paris, France: Les 

Indes savantes, 2016). 

 

Halsey, John R, editor, Retrieving Michigan’s Buried Past – The Archaeology of the Great Lakes 

State (Bloomfield Hills, Michigan: Cranbrook Institute of Science, 1999). 

 

Harris, Adam Duncan, Catlin’s American Buffalo (Giles Publishing, 2013). 

 

Heidenreich, Conrad, Huronia: A History and Geography of the Huron Indians 1600 – 1650 

(Toronto: McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1971). 

  

Henry, Alexander, and Milo Milton Quaife, editor, Alexander Henry's Travels and adventures in 

the years 1760-1776 (Chicago, R. R. Donnelley & sons company, 1921). 

 

Hodge, Frederick Webb (editor), Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico (Washington, 

D.C.: Smithsonian Institution: Vol. 1, 1907 and Volume 2, 1910).  

 

Horan, James D., The McKenney-Hall Portrait Gallery of American Indians (New York: 

Bramhall House, 1972).   

 

Hothem, Lar, North American Indian Artifacts and Collectors Identification and Value Guide 

(Florence, Alabama: Books Americana, Inc., 1984 – 3rd edition). 

 

Jennings, Francis, The Ambiguous Iroquois Empire (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

1984). 

 

Jones, S.J., Arthur Edward, 8endake Ehen or Old Huronia (Toronto: Bureau of Archives for the 

Province of Ontario, 1908).  The emphasis of this book is on the locations of Huron 

Villages, rather than the Huron culture. 

 

Josephy, Jr, Alvin M., 500 Nations – An Illustrated History of North American Indians (New 

York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1994). 

 

Peter Kalm, The America of 1750 Travels in North America by Peter Kalm (New York, Dover 

Publications, Inc., 1964).  Two Volumes.  Although Peter Kalm did not travel to the 

western Great Lakes, his volumes provide wonderful insight into life in North American 

in 1750. 

 

Kane, Paul and J. Russell Harper, editor, Paul Kane’s Frontier, including Wanderings of an Artist 

among the Indians of North America (Austin, Texas, and London: University of Texas 

Press for the Amon Carter Museum and the National Gallery of Canada, 1971). 

 

Kinietz, W. Vernon, The Indians of the Western Great Lakes 1615-1760 (Ann Arbor, The 

University of Michigan Press, 1972). 

 

Library of Congress, The North American Indian Portfolios from the Library of Congress – 

Bodmer, Catlin, McKenney and Hall (New York: Abbeville Press Publishers, 1993). 
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Mails, Thomas E. The Mystic Warriors of the Plains (Garden City, New York: Doubleday and 

Company, Inc., 1972). 

 

Maximillian of Wied, Karl Bodmer, illustrator, David Thomas and Karin Ronnenfeldt, editors, 

People of the First Man – Life Among the Plains Indians in Their Final Days of Glory – 

The Firsthand Account of Prince Maximillian’s Expedition up the Missouri River, 1833-

1834 (New York: E.P. Dutton & Co., Inc., 1976). 

 

Maxwell, James A., America’s Fascinating Indian Heritage (Pleasantville, New York: The 

Reader’s Association, Inc., 1990).  

 

McDonnell, Michael, Masters of Empire –Great Lakes Indians and the Making of America (New 

York: Hill and Wang A Division of Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, 2015). 

 

Miles, Charles, Indian and Eskimo Artifacts of North America (New York: American Legacy 

Press, 1983). 

 

Moore, Robert J., American Indians – The Art and Travels of Charles Bird King, George Catlin, 

and Karl Bodmer (Vercelli, Italy: VMB Publishers, 1997 – revised edition). 

 

Moore, Robert J., Native Americans – A Portrait – The Art and Travels of Charles Bird King, 

George Catlin, and Karl Bodmer (New York: Stewart, Tabori, & Chang, 1997).  

 

Nicolas, S.J., Louis, Codex Canadensis (http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/codex/index-e.html 

and http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/codex/026014-1100-e.html). This website allows 

the reader to view some of Louis Nicolas, S.J.’s, 17th century illustrations of Native 

Americans, plants, animals, and other elements of natural history.  

 

Parmenter, Jon, The Edge of the Woods (East Lansing, Michigan; Michigan State University, 

2010). 

 

Penney, David W, Art of the American Indian Frontier – The Chandler – Pohrt Collection 

(Seattle, Washington, and London: University of Washington Press; Detroit Institute of 

Arts, 1992).  This is a splendid book containing 220 color plates illustrating clothing and 

accessories of porcupine quill and buckskin, woven textiles, bags, beadwork, necklaces, 

rawhide paintings, smoking pipes, tools, vessels, and utensils from the Woodland, Prairie, 

and Plains Indians. 

 

Pierson, George Wilson, Tocqueville in America (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University 

Press, 1938). 

 

Pouchot, Pierre, and Brian Leigh Dunnigan, editor, and Michael Cardy, translator, Memoirs on 

the Late War in North America between France and England (Youngstown, New York: 

Old Fort Niagara Association, Inc., 1994).  

 

Rafert, Stewart, The Miami Indians of Indiana – A Persistent People 1664-1994 (Indianapolis,  

Indiana, Indiana Historical Society Press, 2003 reprint).  The coverage prior to the 19th 

century is very short.  

 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/codex/index-e.html
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/codex/026014-1100-e.html
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Ray, Arthur J., Indians in the Fur Trade – Their Role as Trappers, Hunters, and Middlemen in 

the Lands Southwest of Hudson Bay, 1660-1870 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 

1991 edition). 

 

Richter, Daniel K, The Ordeal of the Longhouse-The Peoples of the Iroquois League in the Era of 

European Colonization (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1992). 

 

Sagard, Gabriel and H.H. Langton (translator), The Long Journey to the Country of the Hurons 

(Toronto, Ontario: The Champlain Society, 1939).  

 

Schmaltz, Peter S., The Ojibwa of Southern Ontario (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 

1995). 

 

Schoolcraft, Henry Rowe, and Mentor L. Williams, Schoolcraft’s Narrative Journal of Travels 

Through the Northwestern Regions of the United States extending from Detroit through 

the Great Chain of American Lakes to the Sources of the Mississippi River in the Year 

1820  (East Lansing, Michigan: Michigan State University Press, 1992). 

 

Schoolcraft, Henry Rowe, LL.D, and Seth Eastman (illustrator), Information respecting the 

history, condition and prospects of the Indian Tribes of the United States: collected and 

prepared under the direction of the Bureau of Indian affairs, per act of Congress of 

March 3d, 1847 (Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo and Company, 1852-57). 

 

Scully, Virginia, A Treasury of American Indian Herbs (New York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 

1971).  This book is not limited to the Great Lakes area. 

 

Steckley, John L, The Eighteenth Century Wyandot – A Clan-Based Study (Waterloo, Ontario: 

Wilfred Laurier University Press, 2014). 

 

Mary Stockwell, The Other Trail of Tears The Removal of the Ohio Indians (Yardley, 

Pennsylvania: Westholme Publishing, LLC, 2014). 

 

Strong, Lisa, Sentimental Journey, the Art of Alfred Jacob Miller (Fort Worth, Texas: Amon 

Carter Museum, 2008). 

 

Symington, Fraser, The Canadian Indian – The Illustrated History of the Great Tribes of Canada 

(Toronto: McLean-Hunter and Stewart Limited: 1969). 

 

Tanner, Helen Hornbeck Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History (Norman, Oklahoma: University of 

Oklahoma Press: 1987). An excellent book about the history of the Native Americans in 

the Great Lakes and the locations of their villages. 

 

Taylor, Colin F., The American Indian (Philadelphia: Courage Books, 2002). 

 

Thwaites, Ruben Gold, editor, The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents (Cleveland: The 

Burrows Brothers.  Available online at: (http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/). 

Also available at the Hathi Trust: (https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000833013)  

Although many of the letters and relations contained in the JR emphasize missionary 

efforts, many volumes contain contemporary descriptions of Native American culture and 

beliefs. 

 

http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000833013
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Trigger, Bruce, The Children of Aetaentsic, a History of the Huron People to 1660 (Montréal: 

McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1987 edition). 

 

Trigger, Bruce, Natives and Newcomers, Canada’s “Heroic Age” Reconsidered (Kingston and 

Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1987). 

 

Trigger, Bruce, editor, Handbook of North American Indians, Vol. 15 (The Smithsonian 

Institution: Washington, D.C., 1978).  This volume covers the Northeastern United States 

and Canada, from the east coast to and including the Great Lakes.  Similar volumes are 

available for other regions. 

 

Viola, Herman J., After Columbus – The Smithsonian Chronicle of the North American Indians 

(Washington, D.C., Smithsonian Books: 1990). 

 

White, Richard, The Middle Ground (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1999).  

 

Whiteford, Andrew Hunter and Owen Vernon Schaeffer, illustrator, North American Indian Arts 

(New York, Western Publishing Company, 1970). 

 

Wissler, Clark, Costumes of the Plains Indians (New York: The Trustees, 1915).  Wissler was an 

anthropologist and curator for the American Museum of Natural History. 

 

Wissler, Clark, Material Culture of the Blackfoot Indians (New York: The Trustees, 1910). 

 

Wissler, Clark and D.C. Duvall, Mythology of the Blackfoot Indians (New York: The Trustees, 

1908). 

 

Wissler, Clark, North American Indians of the Plains (New York, 1920). 

 

Wissler, Clark, Riding Gear of the North American Indians (New York: The Trustees, 1915). 

 

Wissler, Clark, Social organization and ritualistic ceremonies of the Blackfoot Indians (New 

York: The Trustees, 1912). 

 

Wissler, Clark, Some Protective Designs of the Dakota (New York: The Trustees, 1907). 

 

Wissler, Clark, Structural Basis to the decoration of costumes among the Plains Indians (New 

York,: The Trustees, 1916). 

 

Wissler, Clark, The Social Life of the Blackfoot Indians (New York: The Trustees, 1911). 

 

Wissler, Clark, The Sun Dance of the Blackfoot Indians (New York: The Trustees, 1918). 

 

Winterholder, Bruce and Eric Allen Smith, editors, Hunter-Gatherer Foraging Strategies – 

Ethnographic Archeological Analyses (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981). 

 

Woodhead, Henry, People of the Lakes (Alexandria, Virginia: Time Life Books: 1994). 

 

Olivier Zunz, editor, and Arthur Goldhammer, translator, Alexis de Tocqueville and Gustave de 

Beaumont in America Their Friendship and Their Travels (Virginia: University of 

Virginia Press, 2010). 


