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A Quick Reference and Research Guide to the Native-American Tribes or Nations Encountered by 

the French in the Great Lakes and Upper Mississippi Valley during the 17th Century 
Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM member (bluecolumbine@comcast.net) 

 

Although this article is primarily a research guide, each entry presents in a summary fashion a number of 

facts regarding the Native-American Tribes, Nations,1 or Confederacies encountered most frequently by 

the French in the Great Lakes and Upper Mississippi Valley.  The entry for each Tribe or Nation is a 

separate entity; therefore, in order to avoid cross-referencing, there may be some repetition from one 

entry to another.  The following information is provided for each entry: Linguistic Group, Tribe or 

Confederacy, Location in the 17th Century, Synonymy (the names used in 17th century documents to refer 

to a particular Tribe), and sources.  This guide does not cover cultural issues, but a discussion of this is 

planned for a future article (these articles appeared in the October 2013 and January 2014 issue of MHH.  

Although the movements of the Tribes or Nations due to tribal warfare, such as the Iroquois destruction of 

Huronia, are covered in the guides, these discussions should not be regarded as a substitute for reading the 

history of the tribes in one of the sources listed for each Tribe, Nation, or Confederacy.  The locations 

listed for each Tribe are the places where they lived after contact had been made with Europeans; pre-

contact locations are beyond the scope of this guide but are covered in the sources listed below.  Two 

modern maps illustrating the locations of most of the tribes appear at the end of the article; these maps 

can be compared to the portions of 17th century or early 18th century maps that appear in the text of the 

article.  Depending on the Tribe, Nation, or Confederacy covered, you will find the following types of 

references: (1) a reference to the Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico and/or the Handbook of 

North American Indians, Vol. 15;2 (2) a reference to the indices for The Jesuit Relations (JR),3 and /or a 

reference to a source that provides contemporaneous or near-contemporaneous coverage about a 

particular Tribe, Nation, or Confederacy;4 (3) a list of tribal members whose biographies appear in the 

DCB (including those who were delegates to 1701 peace conferences);5 and (4) a book that provides 

substantial coverage of the 17th century history, customs and beliefs of one or more Tribes, Nations or 

Confederacies.6  

                                                 
1 The French used the term “Nation” to refer to several groups of sociopolitical organization that archeologists and 

historians have distinguished as confederacies, tribes, or clans. 
2 Frederick Webb Hodge (editor), Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian 

Institution: Vol. 1, 1907 and Volume 2, 1910); William C. Sturtevant and Bruce Trigger, Handbook of North 

American Indians (Washington, D.C., The Smithsonian Institution, 1978), Vol. 15, hereafter HNAI. Author’s note: 

Hodge discussed the individual members of a confederacy separately; HNAI does not. 
3 Ruben Gold Thwaites, editor, The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents (Cleveland: The Burrows Brothers.  

Available online at: ( http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/ ) 
4 Emma Helen Blair, editor and translator, The Indian Tribes of the Upper Mississippi Valley and Region of the 

Great Lakes (Cleveland, Ohio: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1912), Vols. 1 and 2, especially Nicolas Perrot, 

Memoir on the Manners, Customs, and Religion of the Savages of North America, and Claude Charles Leroy 

Bacqueville de La Potherie/LaPotherie, History of the Savage Peoples who are allies of New France; Armand Louis 

Lom d’Acre baron de La Hontan and Reuben Gold Thwaites (editor) New Voyages to North America (Chicago: 

A.C, McClurg and Co., 1905). Additional accounts can be found in: Samuel (de) Champlain, The Works of Samuel 

Champlain (Toronto, Ontario: The Champlain Society, 1922-1936; six volumes); Joseph François Lafitau, S.J., 

William Nelson Fenton, and Elizabeth L. Moore (editors), Customs of the American Indians Compared With 

Customs of Primitive Tribes (Toronto: The Champlain Society, 1974 and 1977). 
5 University of Toronto and Université Laval, Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online, (www.biographi.ca/index-

e.html ), hereafter DCB. 
6 Gilles Havard, Phyllis Aronoff and Howard Scott (translators) The Great Peace of Montreal of 1701 – French-

Native Diplomacy in the Seventeenth Century (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2001).  

See pages 277-280 for variations in names; W. Vernon Kinietz, The Indians of the Western Great Lakes 1615-1760 

(Ann Arbor, Michigan: Ann Arbor Paperback and The University of Michigan Press, 1972, 2nd printing); Helen 

Hornbeck Tanner, Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History (Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press: 1987); 

Richard White, The Middle Ground (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1999).  The other 20th and 21st century 

mailto:bluecolumbine@comcast.net
http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/
http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html
http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html
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Amikwa (Beaver) 
o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Tribe: Ojibwa/Chippewa band  

o Additional information regarding tribal affiliations: although independent tribes, the 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi refer to themselves as Anishinabe, or Anishinaabeg 

(plural form) 

o Location in the 17th Century: at one time, they lived at Lake Nipissing, but disease and the Iroquois 

forced them to move to Lake Huron.  Some members of the Tribe lived on the north shore of Lake 

Huron, opposite Manitoulin Island through 1672; other members of the Tribe lived on Manitoulin 

Island.  During the winter of 1674-1675, Henri Nouvel, S.J., wintered with the Tribe in present-day 

Michigan’s Lower Peninsula.   

o Synonymy: 7 Amicois, Amicouës, Amicoures, Amikoués, Amikwa, Nation du Castor, Nez Percés (they 

are not related to the Nez Perce tribe of the Pacific Northwest). 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 49; JR Index, Vol. 72; pp. 32, 46; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 360 

(under Amikwa)   

 
Louis Nicolas, S.J. – illustration of a male Amikwa8 

Nicolas noted that the Amikouek (or Amikwa) supplied many thousands of beavers to France 

                                                                                                                                                             
books falling into this category cover the Huron and Iroquois Confederacies and are referenced in those entries.  The 

topic is under on-going study. 
7 The representative names applied to the Tribes, Nations, or Confederacies are representative, but not exclusive; 

they are useful when reading 17th and 18th century accounts and parish records because the authors did not usually 

refer to the Native Americans by their modern names.  The French had their own spellings based on what they heard 

in the Native languages, often using a symbol resembling /8/ to record the sounds of /ou/ or /w/ before a vowel. 
8 Louis Nicolas, S.J., François-Marc Gagnon (editor), Nancy Senior (translator), Réal Ouellet (modernization), The 

Codex Canadensis and the Writings of Louis Nicolas (Tulsa, Oklahoma and Montréal: Gilcrease Museum and 

McGill-Queen’s University Press: 2011), pp. 122-123. 



Portions of this article previously appeared in 

Michigan’s Habitant Heritage, Vol. 34, #3, July 2013, pp. 131-145 

 

3 

 

Assiniboin  

o Linguistic Group: Siouan 

o Tribe or Confederacy: originally, they were a part of the Yanktonai Sioux, but separated from them 

prior to 1640 and joined the Cree.  

o Location in the 17th Century: The JR for 1658 states that they lived in the vicinity of Lake Alimibeg 

between Lake Superior and Hudson Bay.  Later writers believed that Lake Alimibeg referred to Lake 

of the Woods, north of present-day Rainy Lake in Ontario and present-day Baudette, Minnesota, or 

Lake Nipigon, which is north of Lake Superior in present-day Ontario.  Hodge believed that they first 

settled near Lake of the Woods and gradually drifted northwest to the region around Lake Winnipeg 

in present-day Manitoba, where they lived as early as 1670.  

o Synonymy: Asselibois, Assenepoils, Assenipoualacs, Assenipoulaks, Assinibois, Assiniboüles, 

Assinipoüalac 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 102-105; JR Index, Vol. 72; pp. 61-62; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 

361; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 752 

 

Bear (Attignawantan)  

o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Confederacy: Huron  

o Location in the 17th Century: present-day Nottawasaga Bay on Georgian Bay (Lake Huron) 

o Additional Information: the Bear Tribe comprised about half the Huron population prior to the 

destruction of Huronia.  See the entry for the Huron for their movement after the destruction of 

Huronia.   

o Synonymy: Attignawantan, Atinnaoüantan, Atinia8enten, Attigna8antan, Nation des Ours, Nation de 

l’Ours 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Auoindaon, 

Joseph Chihwatenha, Thérèse Oionhaton, and Geneviève Agnès dite Tous les Saints 

Skanudharoua  
o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 115-116, 588, 590; JR Index, Vol. 72; pp. 64-65 

 

 
Portion of Nicolas Sanson’s 1656 Map Le Canada ou Nouvelle France9 illustrates the location of the 

Huron and Petun  (surrounding Georgian Bay), the Neutral or Neutre (southwest of Lake Ontario) and the  

Iroquois (south and southeast of Lake Ontario) 

                                                 
9 Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/index.html), Accueil, Collections 

Collection, numérique Cartes et plans.  Nicolas Sanson never visited New France, he most likely received the 

information used in his maps from missionaries and others who had lived in New France. 

http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/index.html
http://www.banq.qc.ca/
http://www.banq.qc.ca/
http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/collection_numerique/
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Cahokia 
o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Group of independent tribes: Illinois 

o Location in the 17th Century: the Illinois had roving habits until the Jesuits gathered them together in 

a mission settlement at present-day Cahokia, Illinois, nearly opposite present-day St. Louis. 

o Synonymy: Cahokia, Caokia 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 185-186; JR Index, Vol. 72; p. 117; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 364 

 

Cayuga   
o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Confederacy: Iroquois 

o Location in the 17th Century: the area between present-day Cayuga Lake and Owasco Lake, New 

York 

o Synonymy: Gojogoüen, Goyogoüen, Oïgoen, Oigouan, Oniouenhronon, Ouiouenronnons, 

Oyaugouins 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Ourehouare  

o Sources: Havard, p. 278; Hodge, Vol. 1, p. 223-224; HNAI, pp. 500-504; JR Index, Vol. 72; pp. 139-

140; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 366; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 757 

 

Cord (Attigneenongnahac) 
o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Confederacy: Huron 

o Location in the 17th Century: the Cord Nation or Tribe lived on Lake Simcoe, southeast of the other 

members of the Huron confederacy 

o Other information: see the entry for the Huron for their movement after the destruction of Huronia  

o Synonymy: Attigneenongnahac, Altignenonghac, Atignenongach, Nation de la Corde    

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Eustache 

Ahatsistari 
o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 115-116, 588, 590; JR Index, Vol. 72; p. 65 

 

Cree  
o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Location in the 17th Century: the prairies and the woodlands located to the west of James Bay on 

Hudson Bay.  They were a nomadic Tribe; moving with the food supply. 

o Synonymy: Christinos, Cristinaux, Kenistenoag, Kilistinaux, Kilistinon, Kilistinos, Kinistinons, 

Kyristin8ns 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, p.  359-362; JR Index, Vol. 72; pp. 184-185; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 

369; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 760 
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Louis Nicolas, S.J. – illustration of a Noupiming-dach-iriniouek or the 

Attikamek (a Nation that spoke the Cree language) carrying a war axe10 

 

Dakota 

o Linguistic Group: Siouan 

o Confederacy: Sioux 

o Location in the 17th Century: Mille Lac (southwest of present-day Duluth, Minnesota, and north of 

present-day Minneapolis, Minnesota) 

o Additional Information: the Dakota is the largest division of the Siouan family. 

o Synonymy: Nadoessious, Nadoüecious, Nadouesans, Nadoüessioüak, Nadouessioux, Nadoussieux 

o Sources: Hodge, Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 376-380 (Dakota); Vol. 2, pp. 577-579 (Siouan Family); JR 

Index, Vol. 72; p. 190; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 370; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 793 

(under Sioux) 

 
Louis Nicolas, S.J. – illustration of a Sioux “king” carrying a war club11 

                                                 
10 Nicolas, S.J., pp. 116-117. 
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Deer (Tonhontaenrat) 
o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Confederacy: Huron 

o Location in the 17th Century: Georgian Bay in Huronia.  In 1649, following the Iroquois destruction 

of Scanonaenrat, the Deer Tribe (Tonhontaenrat) and a portion of the Rock Tribe (Ahrendarhonon) 

who had lived in St. Jean Baptiste surrendered to the Seneca and were adopted by the Tribe.  They 

lived in a village by themselves known as St. Michel (Gandougarae).  

o Synonymy: Nation du Cerf, Tonhontaenrat, Tohontaenras, Tohontaenrat 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, p. 588; Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 771-772; JR Index, Vol. 73; p. 365 

 

Erie  

o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Location in the 17th Century: the Tribe lived south of Lake Erie across an area from present-day 

Buffalo, New York to Toledo, Ohio.  The survivors of Iroquois attacks may have moved farther south 

following the destruction of their villages.   

o Other information: Following the Iroquois destruction of Huronia, portions of the Huron sought 

refuge among the Erie.  After the Iroquois learned of this movement of the Huron, they totally 

defeated the Erie and the refugee Huron during the period from 1653 to 1656.  The Iroquois carried 

into captivity or dispersed the survivors. 

o Synonymy: Erieehronons, Eriehronon, Nation du Chat, Nation du Chats (racoon),  Rhiierrhenons  

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Catherine 

Gandeacteua  
o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 430-432, 588; HNAI, pp. 412-417; JR Index, Vol. 72; pp. 223-224; Blair, 

Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 374; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 763 

 

Fox or Mesquakie  
o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Location in the 17th Century: along the Fox River in present-day Wisconsin 

o Synonymy: Messenacke (Sioux name), Musquakies, Outtamgamis, Renard,  Skenchiohronon (Huron 

name) 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Noro  

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 472-474; HNAI, pp. 636-647; JR Index, Vol. 72; p. 249; Blair, Vol. 2 

(Index Entry), pp. 375-376; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 765 

 

Huron or Wendat/Wyandot 

o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o 17th century members of the Huron Confederacy covered in this guide: the Bear (Attignawantan), 

Cord (Attigneenongnahac), Deer (Tonhontaenrat), and Rock (Ahrendarhonon) tribes acted 

independently in local affairs.  The Ataronchronon were a dependant Tribe; they are not discussed 

separately in this guide. 

o Location in the 17th Century: northwest of present-day Lake Simcoe and to Nottawasaga Bay on 

Georgian Bay in Huronia.  In 1649, following the destruction of Huronia, the Jesuits settled the Huron 

who had come to Québec at Beauport.  In 1650, the Jesuits who had settled on Christian Island with 

the Christian Hurons fled Huronia with the remaining Huron.  In May 1651, portions of the Bear 

(Attignawantan) Nation, the Bowl band, the Cord (Attigneenongnahac) Nation, and the Rock 

(Ahrendarhonon) Nation settled on Île d’Orléans on land that Éléanore de Grandmaison had sold or 

rented to the Jesuits for the use of the refugee Hurons.  After the Iroquois learned of the settlement, 

they tried to persuade the Huron to migrate to Iroquoia.  In 1656, the Bear Nation, the Bowl Band, 

and the Rock Nation agreed to migrate.  Only the Cord Nation remained with the French.  The Bear 

                                                                                                                                                             
11 Nicolas, S.J., pp. 112-113. 
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Nation settled with the Mohawk and the Rock Nation settled with the Onondaga.  The fate of the 

Huron who sought refuge with the Erie, the Neutral, and the Tobacco Nation are discussed with those 

Nations.  

o Additional Information: After the destruction of Huronia and the dispersal of the tribes who 

composed the Huron or Wendat confederacy, the confederacy as a political unit ceased to exist.  The 

French called the Petun (Tobacco; Khionontateronon) and the few Huron refugees who fled to the 

Petun (Tobacco; Khionontateronon) Huron du Pétun; the English referred to them as Wendat; the 

name was finally corrupted to Wyandot.  

o Synonymy: Atti8endaronk, Huron, Ouendat, Sendat, Wendat (8endat) 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Amantacha,  

Étienne Annaotaha, Pierre Atironta, Charles Ondaaiondiont, Louis Taondechoren, Taratouan, 

Tehorenhaegnon, Joseph Teouatiron, François Xavier (Pierre) Tonsahoten, and Étienne Totiri 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 584-591; HNAI, pp. 368-388; JR Index, Vol. 72; pp. 302-308; Gabriel 

Sagard and H.H. Langton (translator), The Long Journey to the Country of the Hurons (Toronto, 

Ontario: The Champlain Society, 1939); Arthur Edward Jones, S.J., 8endake Ehen or Old Huronia 

(Toronto: Bureau of Archives for the Province of Ontario, 1908); Bruce G. Trigger, The Children of 

Aetaentsic, a History of the Huron People to 1660 (Montréal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1987 

edition); Bruce G. Trigger, Natives and Newcomers: Canada’s Heroic Age Reconsidered (Montréal: 

McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1987 edition); Kinietz, pp. 1-160; Conrad Heidenreich, Huronia: A 

History and Geography of the Huron Indians 1600 – 1650 (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart 

Limited, 1971); Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 380; Lucien Campeau, S. J., The Jesuit Mission among 

the Hurons, William Lonc, S.J., and George Topp, S.J., translators (Montréal, (Gontran Trottier, 

2000), originally published in French under the title La Mission des Jésuites chez les Hurons 1634-

1650 (Montréal: Éditions Bellarmin, 1987). 

 

 
Louis Nicolas, S.J. – illustration of an Illinois Warrior 

Smoking a pipe and holding a spear12 

Illinois 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Group of independent tribes: Although the Illinois are frequently described as a confederacy, there is 

no evidence of any overall intertribal organization or political institutions like those found among the 

Iroquois.  Members of the group covered in this guide: Cahokia, Kaskaskia, Michigamea, Peoria, and 

                                                 
12 Nicolas, pp. 106-107. 
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Tamaroa.  By 1700, the following tribes described as Illinois had disappeared by incorporation into 

other tribes: Chepoussa, Chinkoa, Coiracoentanon, Espeminkia, Maroa, Moingwena, and Tapouaro.  

o Location in the 17th Century: Claude Allouez, S.J., first made contact with them in 1667 when they 

came to trade at Chequamegon Bay (on Lake Superior).  Three years later, some members of the 

Tribe were living at a Mascouten village on the upper Fox River about nine miles from present-day 

Portage City, Wisconsin.  Some Illinois villages were located on the west side of the Mississippi 

River in present-day Iowa, but the majority of the member tribes lived in the northern section of 

present-day Illinois, chiefly on the Illinois River. 

o Additional Information: the French often referred to all Native Americans who came to Point St. 

Esprit and Chequamegon Bay from the south as Illinois. 

o Synonymy: Abimi8ec, Alimouek, Eriniouai, Ilimouek, Ilini (the People), Ilinuoüek, Ilinois, Illinois, 

Illuni 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: 

Chachagouesse  
o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 597-599; HNAI, pp. 673-680; JR Index, Vol. 72; p. 310-312; Blair, Vol. 2 

(Index Entry), p. 380; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), pp. 768-769; Pierre Charles (de) Liette, The De 

Gannes Memoir, in Theodore Calvin Pease and Raymond C. Werner (editors), Collections of the 

Illinois State Historical Library, The French Foundations 1680-1693 (Volume 23 of the series) 

(Springfield, Illinois: Trustees of the Illinois State Historical Library, 1934), pp. 302-395 

 

 
Melchisédech Thévenot’s 1681 map Carte de la découverte fait l’an 1673 dans l’Amérique 

Septentrionale13 

The map illustrates Jacques Marquette, S.J., and Louis Jolliet’s voyage on the Mississippi.  

Note that the map is oriented with north pointing right; Lake Michigan is on the bottom right corner of the 

map. 

 

Iroquois (Haudenosaunee or People of the Longhouse are the preferred terms used by the League 

of the Five Iroquois Nations) 

o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o 17th century members of the Iroquois Confederacy: Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca 

(listed from east to west).  In the 17th century, the English used the term Upper Iroquois, while the 

French used the term Iroquois supérieurs to refer to the Seneca (Tsonnontouans), Cayuga 

                                                 
13 Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/index.html), Accueil, Collections 

Collection, numérique Cartes et plans.   

http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/index.html
http://www.banq.qc.ca/
http://www.banq.qc.ca/
http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/collection_numerique/
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(Goyoguins), Onondaga (Onantagués), and Oneida (Onneiouts).  The English referred to the Mohawk 

as Lower Iroquois; the French referred to them as Agniers and Iroquois inférieurs.  The Tuscarora did 

not join the Iroquois Confederacy until the 18th century. 

o Location in the 17th Century: the area south of the St. Lawrence and Lake Ontario, from roughly the 

Richelieu River and Lake Champlain to present-day Rochester, New York.   

o Synonymy: Hiroquois, Hotinnonchiendi, Hyroquoise, Irocois, Irocquois, Iroquois 

o Sources: Havard, pp. 277-280; Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 615-617 (Iroquoian Family), 617-620 (Iroquois 

Confederation); HNAI, pp. 296-356; 418-448; JR Index, Vol. 72; pp. 362-371; José António Brandão, 

Your Fyre Shall Burn No More (Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 1997); René 

Cuillerier, and José António Brandão, editor and translator, and K. Janet Ritch, Nation Iroquoise 

(Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 2003); Francis Jennings, The Ambiguous Iroquois 

Empire (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1984); Daniel K. Richter, The Ordeal of the 

Longhouse-The Peoples of the Iroquois League in the Era of European Colonization (Chapel Hill: 

The University of North Carolina Press, 1992); Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), pp. 382-383; Lahontan, 

Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 771 

 

 
Louis Nicolas, S.J. – illustration of an Iroquois of the Gandaouaguehaga Nation 

Carrying a War Axe and Pipe14 

 

Kaskaskia  

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Group of independent tribes: Illinois 

o Location in the 17th Century: the upper Illinois River in present-day Illinois.  In 1673, Jacques 

Marquette, S.J., and Louis Jolliet were the first French Canadians documented to have visited the 

Tribe.  

o Principal Towns: Kaskaskia.  The first site of this village was located near the present-day site of 

Utica, La Salle County, Illinois.  In 1700, although the Tribe wanted to join the French in Louisiane, 

Jacques Gravier, S.J., was able to persuade the Kaskaskia to halt at the mouth of the Kaskaskia 

River near the site of present-day Kaskaskia, Randolph County, Illinois. 

o Synonymy: Cacachias, Cascakia, Kachkachkia, Kachkaska, Kaskascia, Kaskaskia 

o Sources: Havard, p. 279; Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 661-663; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 54; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index 

Entry), p. 384 

                                                 
14 Nicolas, pp. 110-111. 
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Keinouche 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Tribe: the Pike band or sub-group of the Ottawa 

o Additional information regarding tribal affiliations: although independent tribes, the 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi refer to themselves as Anishinabe, or Anishinaabeg 

(plural form) 

o Location in the 17th Century: They lived on Lake Huron circa 1643; in 1658, they lived on the north 

shore of the lake.  At the time of René Menard, S.J.’s trip to the Great Lakes in 1660, they lived at 

Keweenaw Bay (present-day Michigan).  During the period between 1660 and 1670, the Keinouche, 

Kiskakon, and Sinago lived near Chequamegon Bay (present-day Bayfield, Wisconsin).  In 1668, 

Claude Allouez, S.J., visited them on Chequamegon Bay.  The Keinouche returned to the area of 

Michilimackinac; although some members of the band may have moved to Manitoulin Island. 

o Synonymy:  Keinouché, Kinouché  

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, p. 671; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 55; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 384 

 

Kickapoo 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Location in the 17th Century: In 1667, Claude Allouez, S.J., found the Kickapoo near the portage 

between the present-day Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, in southern Wisconsin.  Their location was 

approximately 12 miles south of a mixed village of Mascoutin, Miami, and Wea. 

o Synonymy: Kicoapous, Kikabeux, Kikabou, Kikaboua, Kikapoux, Quicapous 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 684-685; HNAI, pp. 656-667; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 56-57; Blair, Vol. 2 

(Index Entry), p. 385; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 773 

 

Kiskakon/Kishkakon   
o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Tribe: the Bear band or sub-group of the Ottawa 

o Additional information regarding tribal affiliations: although independent tribes, the 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi refer to themselves as Anishinabe, or Anishinaabeg 

(plural form) 

o Location in the 17th Century: In 1658, the Kiskakon were allies of about 500 Christian Tionontati 

Huron who lived on the islands at the outlet of present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin, and the mainland 

south along the shore of Lake Michigan.  In 1668, Claude Allouez, S.J., found the Kiskakon, Sinago 

and Keinouche bands of the Ottawa in their village on Chequamegon Bay, near present-day, Bayfield, 

Wisconsin, where they had lived since 1660.  In about 1671, they resolved to accept the Christian 

doctrine; they left the other bands to move near the mission house at La Pointe du Saint Esprit.  The 

Kiskakon moved with the Huron by 1677 to Michilimackinac. 

o Synonymy: Culs-coupés, Kichaoneiak, Kichkagoneiak, Kichankoueiak, Kiscakons, Kiskaciueiak, 

Kiskankonk, Kiskakons, Kiskakoumac, Queouës coupées 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Koutaoiliboue   

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 703-704; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 59; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 385   

  

Mascouten 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Location in the 17th Century: Nicolas Perrot was the first French Canadian documented to have met 

the Mascoutin; their meeting took place prior to 1669 when he visited their village near the Fox River 

in present-day Wisconsin.  In 1670, Claude Allouez, S.J., visited their village near the portage 

between the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers.  In 1679, a group of Mascouten, Miami, and Wea settled on 

the present-day St. Joseph River near Fort Wayne, Indiana.  This group retreated west in 1682 in fear 

of the Iroquois; they settled about 19 miles northwest of the Chicago portage between the present-day 

Des Plaines and Fox Rivers.  
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o Synonymy: Assistaeronons (Huron name), Atsistagherronnons, Gens de Feu (a mistranslation of an 

Algonquin word), Machkoutench, Machkouteng, Makoutensak, Mascontins, Mascoutens, Mascoutins, 

Mashcodé (Ojibwa name), Mask8tens, Muskata (Fox name), Nation du Feu 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 810-812; HNAI, pp. 668-672; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 134-135; Blair, Vol. 

2 (Index Entry), pp. 389-390; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 780 

 
Louis Nicolas, S.J. – illustration of a Mascouten Warrior holding a shield, spear, and arrows15 

 

Menominee 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Location in the 17th Century: Jean Nicolet visited the Tribe in 1634 or 1635; at that time they lived at 

the mouth of the Menominee River where it enters present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin, at Menominee, 

Michigan, and Marinette, Wisconsin.  They continued to live in the vicinity of the Menominee River 

from 1671 until about 1852, although after contact was made with French traders, the Tribe divided 

into roving bands organized for the purpose of trapping furs. 

o Synonymy: Folles Avoines, Macomilé, Malhominy,  Malhommis, Malhomenis, Malouminek, 

Maroumine, Nation de la folle avoine, Oumaloüminek, Oumaloumines, Oumalouminetz 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 842-844;  HNAI, pp. 708-724; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 142; Blair, Vol. 2 

(Index Entry), p. 390; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 781 

 

Miami 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian; their language was most closely related to the Illinois. 

o Group of related tribes: Miami.  In the 17th century, the group included six tribes: 

Atchatchakangouen, Kilitika, Mengakonkia, Pepikokia, Piankashaw, and Wea.  The Piankashaw and 

Wea are treated separately in this guide.  

o Location in the 17th Century: Circa 1668, Nicolas Perrot was the first French Canadian to make 

contact with the Miami; at that time they lived in the Mississippi Valley about 60 leagues from 

present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin.  In 1670, the Miami lived at the headwaters of the Fox River in 

present-day Wisconsin.  In 1671, part of the Tribe lived with the Mascouten in a palisaded village at 

the headwaters of the Fox River.  Shortly thereafter, the Miami moved to the southern end of Lake 

Michigan on the east as well as the west side of the lake.  The villages on the west side were near 

present-day Chicago.  Maramek was the name of one of those villages; it was located southwest of 

                                                 
15 Nicolas, pp. 120-121. 
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present-day Chicago on the Fox River.  The village in present-day Michigan was known as St. 

Joseph; it was located near present-day, Niles, Michigan.  

o Synonymy: Meames, Meamis, Memilounioue, Miamioüek, Miamis, Myamicks, Ouimiamies, Oumami, 

Oumamik, Oumeami, Twichtwichs, Twicktwigs 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Chichikatelo  

o Sources: Havard, p. 279; Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 852-855; HNAI, pp. 681-689; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 145; 

Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 391; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 781; Kinietz, pp. 161-225; 

Pierre Charles (de) Liette, The De Gannes Memoir, in Theodore Calvin Pease and Raymond C. 

Werner (editors), Collections of the Illinois State Historical Library, The French Foundations 1680-

1693 (Volume 23 of the series) (Springfield, Illinois: Trustees of the Illinois State Historical Library, 

1934), pp. 302-395 

 

 
Portion of Vincenzo Coronelli’s 1688 map Partie occidentale du Canada ou de la Nouvelle France. . . . 16 

 

Michigamea 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Group of independent tribes: Illinois 

o Location in the 17th Century: In 1673, Jacques Marquette, S.J., and Louis Jolliet were the first 

French Canadians documented to have visited the Tribe.  At that time, the Illinois lived on the west 

side of the Mississippi near a lake bearing the same name (probably present-day Big Lake located 

between the St. Francis and Mississippi Rivers in present-day Arkansas).  At the end of the 17th 

century, the Quapaw or Chickasaw drove them from present-day Missouri to Illinois where they 

joined the Kaskaskia.  

                                                 
16 Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/index.html), Accueil, Collections 

Collection, numérique Cartes et plans.  Vincenzo Coronelli was a Franciscan monk who constructed two globes for 

Louis XIV; he received the information used for his globes and maps from explorers such as Robert Cavelier, sieur 

de La Salle, cartographers such as Jean Baptiste Louis Franquelin, and missionaries.  See the exhibit of the globes at 

bibliothèque nationale de France http://expositions.bnf.fr/globes/index.htm  

http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/index.html
http://www.banq.qc.ca/
http://www.banq.qc.ca/
http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/collection_numerique/
http://expositions.bnf.fr/globes/index.htm
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o Synonymy: Machégamea, Mesigameas, Metchigamea 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 856-857; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 153; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 391                

 

Mississauga  

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Tribe: Ojibwa/Chippewa band 

o Additional information regarding tribal affiliations: although independent tribes, the 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi refer to themselves as Anishinabe, or Anishinaabeg 

(plural form) 

o Location in the 17th Century: In 1634 when the French first encountered the Mississauga they lived 

near the mouth of the Mississauga River along the north shore of Lake Huron and on Manitoulin 

Island.  Although they were closely allied to the Chippewa/Ojibwa, they do not appear to have 

followed the Tribe westward. 

o Synonymy: Aoechisacronon, Awechisaehronon, Cheveux Relevez, Michesaking, Missisagues, 

Mississague 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 909-910; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 152; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 392; 

Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 781 

 

Mohawk  
o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Confederacy: Iroquois 

o Location in the 17th Century: the Mohawk River valley in present-day New York from the vicinity of 

present-day Schenectady to near Utica.  On the north, the Mohawk territory extended to the St. 

Lawrence; on the south, it extended to the watershed of Schoharie Creek and the east branch of the 

Susquehanna River. 

o Additional Information: the French, English, and New England tribes often used the term Mohawk as 

a synonym for the Iroquois Confederation.  

o Synonymy: Agnechronons, Agnée, Agneehronon, Agneronons, Agniers, Agniez, Anniehronnons, 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Agariata, 

Flemish Bastard, Honatteniate, Kiotseaeton, Saint Kateri (Catherine) Tekakwitha, 

Tekarihoken, and Joseph Togouiroui   

o Sources: Havard, p. 279; Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 921-926; HNAI, pp. 466-480; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 154-

155; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 393; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 781 

 

Nassauaketon  

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Tribe: Ottawa band or sub-tribe 

o Additional information regarding tribal affiliations: although independent tribes, the 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi refer to themselves as Anishinabe, or Anishinaabeg 

(plural form) 

o Location in the 17th Century: at the end of the 17th century, they lived in the Upper Peninsula of 

present-day Michigan or Wisconsin on a river north of present-day Green Bay. 

o Synonymy: Nassauaketon, Nassauakuetoun, Nation de Fourche, Sassacouacottons 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, p. 34;  JR Index, Vol. 72, p. 142; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 394 

 

Neutral   
o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Confederacy: The Neutral were a confederacy of shifting tribal alliances; their sociopolitical 

organization was equivalent to the Huron and Iroquois or Five Nations.  Member tribes include the 

Attiragenrega, Ahondihronon, Antouaronon, Onguiaronon (Niagara Neutral) Kakouagoga and Wenro 

(Wenrehronon; discussed separately).   
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o Location in the 17th Century: the Neutrals lived north of Lake Erie; their eastern boundary extended to 

four villages located east of the Niagara River to the Genesee watershed; some 17th century maps 

place the western boundary west of the present-day Detroit River and Lake St. Clair, although Marian 

White notes that there is no textual or archeological evidence to place their territory that far west prior 

to the destruction of their traditional homes.  In 1626, they occupied 28 villages; the number had 

increased to 40 by 1640.  Most of their villages were located between the present-day Grand and 

Niagara Rivers in Ontario.  In 1653, following the destruction of their traditional homes, 

approximately 800 Neutrals wintered at Sken’chio’e (Fox place) in the direction of Te’o’chanontian 

(probably present-day Detroit, Michigan).  Hodge believed that this was the last notation of the Tribe 

as an independent body. 

o Additional Information: the Tribe usually remained neutral in the conflicts between the Huron and the 

Iroquois.  In 1647, however, the Seneca attacked and destroyed Aondironon (a Neutral village) in 

retaliation for the capture of a Seneca chief by a Petun and the failure of the Neutral to intervene.  The 

Neutral Nation did not retaliate; but they feared the growing power of the Iroquois following the 

destruction of Huronia.  They sought to gain the favor of the Iroquois by committing an act of 

hostility against the Huron.  Following the destruction of Huronia, some Huron refugees trusted the 

traditional neutrality between the Iroquois and the Neutral Nation and sought asylum among the 

Neutral.  Instead of protecting the Huron, the Neutral seized them and led them into captivity.  

Additional Iroquois attacks against the Neutral took place in 1649, 1650, and 1651.  Some remnants 

of the Neutral were assimilated into the Seneca.  The last written notice of the confederacy occurred 

in spring 1652, when it was reported that the Neutral and Susquehanna had defeated the Seneca in a 

battle close to the Seneca villages. 

o Synonymy: Atiaonrek, Atiouandaronks, Atioüendaronk, Attiouandaronk, Attin8andarons, Neutre 

Nation 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 60-62; HNAI, pp. 407-411 (covers the Neutral and Wenro; written by 

Marion White); JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 176-177; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 394 

 

Nipissing  
o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Location in the 17th Century: around Lake Nipissing in present-day Ontario.  Jean (de) Nicolet lived 

with them from 1620 to 1629.  Following a 1650 attack by the Iroquois, the Nipissing fled to Lake 

Nipigon north of Lake Superior.  Claude Allouez, S.J., visited them there in 1667, but they moved 

back to Lake Nipissing by 1671. 

o Additional Information: they were semi-nomadic moving south to the vicinity of Huronia to fish and 

prepare food for the winter.  The Nipissing conducted shamanistic and jugglery ceremonies; therefore 

the French called them sorcerers.  

o Synonymy: Askio8anerons, Askik8anohronons, Bisserains, Nation des Sorciers, Nepiseriniens 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 73-74; HNAI, pp. 787-791; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 184-185; Blair, Vol. 2 

(Index Entry), p. 395; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 783 

 

Ojibwa or Chippewa 
o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Additional information regarding tribal affiliations: although independent tribes, the 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi refer to themselves as Anishinabe, or Anishinaabeg 

(plural form) 

o Member bands or groups in the mid 17th century: Ousasouarini, Outchougai, Achiligouan, Amikwa, 

Mississauga, Saulteaux, Noquet, Mantouek, Nikikouek, Ojibwa, and Marameg.  The Amikwa and 

Mississauga are treated separately in this guide. 

o Location of the Tribe in the 17th Century: north and south of Lake Superior to Sault Ste. Marie 

(present-day Michigan and Ontario).  The bands were widely scattered, small, and autonomous.  
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o Synonymy: Eskiaeronnon (Huron name), Etchipoës, Nation du Sault, Otchipois, Outchibouec, 

Saulteurs, Saulteux, Sauteurs 

o Sources: Havard, p. 279; Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 277-281; HNAI, pp. 743-771; JR Index, Vol. 72; p. 157; 

Vol. 72, p. 193; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), pp. 367-378; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 758; 

Kinietz, pp. 308-329 

 

Oneida  

o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Tribe or Confederacy: Iroquois 

o Location in the 17th Century: south of Oneida Lake in present-day Oneida County, New York 

o Synonymy: Oneiadds, Oneidas, Oneiochronon, Onei8chronons, Onei8tcheronons, Oneout, 

Onneiouts 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Suzanne 

Goeuntagrandi, Louis Ogenheratarihiens, and Tareha  

o Sources: Havard, p. 279; Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 123-126, HNAI, pp. 481-490; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 196-

197; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), pp. 395-396; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 784 

 

Onondaga  
o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Tribe or Confederacy: Iroquois 

o Location in the 17th Century: on the mountain, lake, and creek bearing the name Onondaga in present-

day Onondaga County, New York.  Their territory extended to Lake Ontario and southward possibly 

to the waters of the Susquehanna River.  

o Synonymy: Nation de la Montagne, Onnentagues, Onnontachronnons, Onnontaeronns, Onontagué 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Annenraes, 

Aradgi, Daniel Garakontié, Ohonsiowanne, Otreouti, Tohonsiowanne, and Teganissorens   

o Sources: Havard, p. 279, Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 129-133; HNAI, pp. 491-499; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 200-

201; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p.  396; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 784  

 

Ottawa or Odawa  

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Additional information regarding tribal affiliations: although independent tribes, the 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi refer to themselves as Anishinabe, or Anishinaabeg 

(plural form) 

o 17th century bands or subgroups: Kiskakon, Ottawas du Sable, Sinago, and Nassauakuetoun  

o Location in the 17th Century: In 1634 or 1635, Jean Nicolet visited the Ottawa who had settled on 

present-day Manitoulin Island in Lake Huron.  Following the destruction of Huronia in 1648 and 

1649, the Iroquois attempted to destroy the Ottawa.  The Huron who had fled to the Tobacco or Petun 

Nation fled to the islands of present-day Green Bay with the Ottawa where they joined the 

Potawatomi.  In 1660, René Ménard, S.J., Jean Guérin, Claude David, Sébastien Hodiau dit 

Laflèche, Adrien Jolliet, François LePoutrel, sieur des Coulombiers, Pierre Levasseur dit 

Lespérance, and Antoine Trottier, sieur DesRuisseaux found a group of Ottawa on present-day 

Keweenaw Bay, Michigan. Another part of the Ottawa and the Huron/Petun fled to the Mississippi; 

they settled on an island near the entrance to Lake Pepin (a naturally occurring widening of the 

Mississippi that forms part of the border between the present-day states of Wisconsin and Minnesota).  

After the Ottawa and Huron/Petun attacked the Sioux, the Sioux responded by driving them away 

from the area.  The Huron/Petun moved north to the Black River in present-day Wisconsin where 

they built a fort.  The Ottawa pushed east to Chequamegon Bay (on Lake Superior in present-day 

Wisconsin).  The Ottawa returned to Manitoulin Island by 1670/1671 after the Sioux harassed them.  

By 1680, most of the Ottawa joined the Huron/Petun near the mission established by Jacques 

Marquette, S.J., at present-day St. Ignace, Michigan, in 1671 after he had moved the mission from 
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present-day Mackinac Island, Michigan.  In about 1700, a portion of the Ottawa moved to the western 

shore of Lake Huron between present-day Saginaw, Michigan, and Detroit. 

o Additional Information: The name Ottawa comes from ǎdãwe, a term common to the Cree, 

Algonquin, Nipissing, Montagnais, Ottawa, and Chippewa that means to trade.  During the historical 

period, the Ottawa dealt chiefly in corn meal, sunflower oil, furs and skins, rugs or mats, tobacco, and 

medicinal roots and herbs.  The French frequently referred to the upper Great-Lakes area as the 

“Ottawa” country, a vague term which does not differentiate among the tribes inhabiting the area.  

Seventeenth-century notary contracts also used the term “Ottawa” to designate the destination for 

trading voyages or engagé contracts to Michilimackinac. 

o Synonymy: Cheveux Relevés, Ondataouaouat, Ondateouatandy, Ondoutaoüaheronnon, Oud8ta8aka, 

Onontakaës, Otaoas, Outaouais, Otaoüaks, Otawas 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Miscouaky   

o Sources: Havard, p. 279; Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 167-172; HNAI, pp. 772-786; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 206-

208; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), pp. 396-397; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), pp. 784-785; Kinietz, 

pp. 226-307 

 

 
Louis Nicolas, S.J. – illustration of an Ottawa holding a pipe and carrying a tobacco bag17 

 

                                                 
17 Nicolas, pp. 108-109. 
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Claude Allouez, S.J., and Jacques Marquette, S.J.’s circa 1671 map of Lake Superior, Lake Michigan 

(Lac des Illinois) and Lake Huron.18  At the time the map was drawn, the Ojibwa lived in the area 

surrounding Lake Superior, and the Ottawa and Huron/Petun had moved from the south shore of Lake 

Superior near Chequamegon Bay to Michilimackinac.  Jacques Marquette, S.J. moved the St. Ignace 

Mission to present-day St. Ignace, Michigan, during the summer or fall of 1671. 

 

Ottawa du Sable  

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Tribe: the Sable band or sub-group of the Ottawa 

o Additional information regarding tribal affiliations: although independent tribes, the 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi refer to themselves as Anishinabe, or Anishinaabeg 

(plural form) 

o Location in the 17th Century: at the end of the 17th century, they lived at Michilimackinac 

o Synonymy: Outaouak of the Sable, Outaoüasinagouc, Sables 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Kinongé and  

Outoutagan  
o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, p. 400 

 

                                                 
18 Library and Archives Canada, (http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/lac-bac/search/arch_adv), Mikan #4147171; 

Michael McCafferty, Native American Place-Names of Indiana (Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 2008), 

4, 179 (McCafferty notes that the map was previously attributed to Allouez and Dablon; Lucien Campeau identified 

Marquette as the mapmaker in an article I have not read). 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/lac-bac/search/arch_adv
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Peoria 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Tribe or Confederacy: Illinois 

o Location in the 17th Century: In 1673, Jacques Marquette, S.J., and Louis Jolliet were the first 

French Canadians documented to have visited the Moingwena and Peoria.  Their village was located 

on the west side of the Mississippi near a river believed to be the Des Moines.  In 1674, Marquette 

found them near Lake Peoria, near present-day Peoria, Illinois. 

o Synonymy: Peaouarias, Peoria, Peoüaroüa, Peoucaria, Peouria 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, p. 228; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 225-226; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 398 

 

Petun (Tobacco; Khionontateronon) Nation – Modern Wyandot  
o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Location in the 17th Century: Prior to the destruction of Huronia, the Petun (Tobacco; 

Khionontateronon) Nation lived in the mountains south of Nottawasaga Bay in present-day Grey and 

Simcoe Counties, Ontario.  Their territory extended about 26 miles southwest of the western end of 

Huronia.  Following the destruction of Huronia in 1648 and 1649, the Iroquois attempted to destroy 

the Ottawa.  The Hurons who had fled to the Tobacco or Petun Nation moved to Michilimackinac for 

a brief time; they then relocated to present-day Rock Island at the entrance to Green Bay with the 

Ottawa where they joined the Potawatomi.  By 1660, a portion of the Ottawa and the Huron/Petun 

fled to the Mississippi; they settled on an island near the entrance to Lake Pepin (a naturally occurring 

widening of the Mississippi that forms part of the border between the present-day states of Wisconsin 

and Minnesota).  After the Ottawa and Huron/Petun attacked the Sioux, the Sioux responded by 

driving them away from the area.  The Huron/Petun moved north to the Black River in present-day 

Wisconsin where they built a fort.  By the mid-1660s they moved northeast to Chequamegon Bay (on 

Lake Superior in present-day Wisconsin).  In 1671, the Huron/Petun left Chequamegon Bay due to 

hostilities with the Dakota Sioux.  Although Jacques Marquette, S.J., planned to accompany the 

Illinois to their homes on the Mississippi, he followed the Huron/Petun to Michilimackinac and 

relieved Claude Dablon, S.J., of the St. Ignace mission.  In the summer or fall of 1671 Marquette 

moved the St. Ignace mission from Michilimackinac to present-day St. Ignace, Michigan (on east 

Moran Bay on the north side of the Mackinac Straits).  

o Additional Information: Their name derived from the fact that they cultivated tobacco extensively.  

After the destruction of Huronia and the dispersal of the tribes who composed the Huron or Wendat 

confederacy, the confederacy as a political unit ceased to exist.  The French called them Pétun 

(Tobacco; Khionontateronon) and the few Huron refugees who fled to the Pétun (Tobacco; 

Khionontateronon) Huron du Pétun; the English referred to them as Wendat; the name finally evolved 

into Wyandot, especially in the Detroit area.  

o Synonymy: Khionontachronon, Nation de Petun, Tinontaté, Tiohontatés 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Kondiaronk  

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, p. 585; Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 755-756; HNAI, pp. 394-397 (Petun (Tobacco; 

Khionontateronon)) 398-406 (Wyandot); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 231; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 

768 (under Huron) 

 

Piankashaw 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Group of related tribes: Miami  

o Location in the 17th Century: in 1682, they were one of the tribes that lived around Fort St. Louis, 

northwest of present-day Utica, Illinois 

o Synonymy: Peanghichia, Peanzichias Miamis, Piankaskouas 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 240-241; Blair, Vol. 2, p. 399  
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Potawatomi  

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Additional information regarding tribal affiliations: although independent tribes, the 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi refer to themselves as Anishinabe, or Anishinaabeg 

(plural form) 

o Location in the 17th Century: In 1641, Isaac Jogues, S.J., and Charles Raimbault, S.J., encountered 

the Potawatomi at the “feast of the dead” that was held in the vicinity of present-day Sault Ste. Marie, 

Michigan.  In 1667, Claude Allouez, S.J., met 300 Potawatomi warriors at Chequamegon Bay (on 

Lake Superior, in present-day Wisconsin).  In 1670, a portion of the Tribe lived on the islands at the 

mouth of present-day, Green Bay, Wisconsin, near the Jesuit mission of St. François Xavier.  By the 

end of the 17th century, the Tribe had settled on the Milwaukee River near present-day Chicago and 

near Fort St. Joseph (near present-day Niles, Michigan). 

o Synonymy: Asistagueronon, Ataistachronons, Gens de Feu, Nation du Feu, Oudatouatandy, 

Potavalamis, Poulteattemis, Poutéamis, Pouteaoüatami, Pouteatami, Pouteoüatami, Poute8atamis, 

Poutoualamis,  

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Ouenemek 

and  Ounanguissé   

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 289-293; HNAI, pp. 725-742; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 248; Blair, Vol. 2 

(Index Entry), pp. 399-400; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 787; Kinietz, pp. 308-316 

 

Quapaw 

o Linguistic Group: Siouan  

o Tribe or Confederacy: southwestern Siouan confederacy 

o Location in the 17th Century: the Mississippi River and the mouth of the Arkansas River in present-

day Arkansas and Mississippi 

o Synonymy: Arcansa; Arkansea 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 333-336; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 400; Lahontan, Vol. 2, p. 752 

(under Arkansa Indians); Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 787 

 

Rock (Ahrendarhonon) 
o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Tribe or Confederacy: Huron 

o Location in the 17th Century: Lake Simcoe to Georgian Bay; they were the easternmost Nation of the 

Huron 

o Additional Information: In 1649, following the destruction of Scanonaenrat, the Deer Tribe 

(Tonhontaenrat) and a portion of the Rock Tribe (Ahrendarhonon) who had lived in St. Jean Baptiste 

surrendered to the Seneca and were adopted in the Tribe.  They lived in a village by themselves 

known as St. Michel (Gandougarae).  See the entry for the Huron for their movement after the 

destruction of Huronia.  

o Synonymy: Ahrendarhonon, Arendacronon, Arendaenhronon, Arendarhonon, Nation de la Roche 

(Nation of the Rock), Nation du Rocher 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Atironta and 

Jean Baptiste Atironta   
o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 1, pp. 82-83, 588, 590; 588; JR Index, Vol. 72, p. 57 

 

Sauk  

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Location in the 17th Century: an old tradition places their precontact home in the present-day Saginaw 

Valley of Michigan.  In 1666 and 1667, Claude Allouez, S.J., encountered bands of the Sauk and 

Fox in the area of Chequamegon Bay (on Lake Superior, in present-day Wisconsin).  The Sauk later 

settled near present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin. 



Portions of this article previously appeared in 

Michigan’s Habitant Heritage, Vol. 34, #3, July 2013, pp. 131-145 

 

20 

 

o Synonymy: Ousaki, Saky 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 471-480; HNAI, pp. 648-655; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 303; Blair, Vol. 2 

(Index Entry), pp.  402-403; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 792 

 

Seneca  

o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Tribe or Confederacy: Iroquois 

o Location in the 17th Century: In the 17th century when Europeans first encountered the Seneca, they 

lived in the western part of present-day New York State between Seneca Lake and the Geneva River.  

After the Iroquois destroyed the Erie and the Neutral Nation, the Seneca and the other Iroquois tribes 

moved their settlements west to Lake Erie and south along the Alleghany River into present-day 

Pennsylvania.  

o Other Information: having adopted many of the conquered Erie and Neutral Nation, the Seneca 

became the largest Tribe in the confederation.  

o Synonymy: Antouhenorons, Sant8eronons, Senontouant, Sonnontoehronnons, Sonnontoeronnons, 

Sonnontuans, Tsonnontouans 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Aouenano,  

Cagenquarichten, Tekanoet, and Tonatakout  

o Sources: Havard, p. 280; Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 502-508; HNAI, pp. 505-517; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 322-

323; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 403; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 792 

 

Shawnee 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Location in the 17th Century: The western division of the Shawnee lived on the present-day 

Cumberland River of Kentucky and Tennessee, east of the Mississippi River.  In 1669 members of 

the Tribe visited the Illinois.  In 1684, the Iroquois justified their attacks on the Miami by asserting 

that the Miami had invited the Shawnee into the Miami country to make war on the Iroquois.  

o Synonymy: Chaouanons, Cha8anons, Ouchaouanag 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 530-538; HNAI, pp. 622-635; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 325-326; Blair, Vol. 

2 (Index Entry), p. 404; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 792 

 

Sinago 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Tribe: the Black Squirrel band or sub-group of the Ottawa, second only in importance to the Kiskakon 

o Additional information regarding tribal affiliations: although independent tribes, the 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi refer to themselves as Anishinabe, or Anishinaabeg 

(plural form) 

o Location in the 17th Century: In 1648, they lived in the south shore of Lake Huron.  During the period 

between 1660 and 1670, the Keinouche, Kiskakon, and Sinago lived near Chequamegon Bay 

(present-day Bayfield, Wisconsin).  In 1668, Claude Allouez, S.J., found the Kiskakon, Sinago, and 

Keinouche bands of the Ottawa in their village on Chequamegon Bay.   

o Synonymy: Outao8esinagos, Outaoüaks Sinagaux, Outaouasingouk 

o Members of the Tribe living in the 17th century whose biographies appear in the DCB: Chingouessi  

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 574-575; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 331; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 404 

 

Tamaroa 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Group of independent tribes: Illinois 

o Location in the 17th Century: in 1680, they occupied both sides of the Mississippi River near the 

mouths of the Illinois and Missouri Rivers 

o Synonymy: Maros, Tamaroa, Tamarouha 
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o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, p. 682; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 352; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 406 

 

Wea 

o Linguistic Group: Algonquian 

o Confederacy: Miami  

o Location in the 17th Century: in 1673, they lived in the eastern portion of present-day Wisconsin.  In 

1680, Claude Allouez, S.J., found a Wea town on the St. Joseph River in present-day Indiana. 

o Synonymy: Aoiatenon, Ochiatenons, Oiatenon 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 925-926; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 389; Blair, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 410  

 

Wenro or Wehnrohronon 

o Linguistic Group: Iroquoian 

o Location in the 17th Century: during the late 1630s, the Tribe lived approximately 30 miles east of 

present-day Niagara River area in New York.  During the summer of 1638, some members of the 

Wenro sent deputies to the Huron asking permission to settle among the Huron in order to avoid the 

Iroquois.  The Huron not only granted the Wenro permission to live with them, they also went with 

the Wenro deputies to escort them to their new home. Over 600 Wenro started on the journey, the 

majority of them were women and children.  Many died on their journey and most were sick when 

they arrived at Ossossané or immediately afterwards.  The majority settled at Ossossané, but others 

were welcomed in the other Huron villages. 

o Synonymy: Ouenro Nation, Senr8renons, Wenrohrenons 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 932-934; HNAI, pp. 407-411 (coverage of the Neutral and Wenro); JR 

Index, Vol. 73, p. 390; JR, Vol. 17, pp. 25-29  

 

Winnebago 

o Linguistic Group: Siouan 

o Location in the 17th Century: Jean Nicollet encountered the Winnebago in 1634 or 1635 in the area of 

present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin.  Their territory probably extended as far southwest as Lake 

Winnebago. 

o Synonymy: Nation des Puants, 8anabegoueks, Ouenibigioutz, Ouinipegong, Ouinipigou, Pouans 

o Sources: Hodge, Vol. 2, pp. 958-961; HNAI, pp. 690-707; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 394; Blair, Vol. 2 

(Index Entry), p. 410-411; Lahontan, Vol. 2 (Index Entry), p. 796 
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20th Century Maps 

 

 
Source: Louise Phelps Kellogg, The French Régime in Wisconsin and the Northwest (Madison: 

Wisconsin State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1925), opposite pp. 266 (top), 364 (bottom).   

Comparison of the two maps illustrates the movements of the Native-American Tribes during the French 

Régime.  Although not illustrated, the Iroquois were located south and southeast of Lake Ontario 

throughout this period 

 

 
 


