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Gabriel Richard at Mackinac 31 July — 21 August 1823
Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, FCHSM member (gfmoreaul@aol.com)

On three separate occasions, Father Gabriel Richard went to Mackinac Island to do missionary work: (1) Between 30
June 1799 and 23 September 1799, Gabriel Richard “supplied the ceremonies of baptism to about 30 children, above
the age of seven” and to two adults. (Actually, a number of the children were below the age of seven.) He also made
the comment: “But the most of them are unlegitimate. However it is very sorrowfull to see so many poor creatures
quite abandoned without instruction. Several of them know scarcely to do the sing [sic — sign] of the cross. And |
was told that there were Good many in the same condition in different places that they call hivernements [over-
wintering] viz. at River St. Joseph, at Wisconsing River, Prairie du Chien, at Green bay, at St. Mary’s falls and several
Rivers of lac Superior, at Grand Portage and many farther countries in the North West of lac Superior, where the
Grand N. W. Company of Mont-Real keeps annually seventeen hundred men, almost all of them Canadians. The
place called Grand Portage near to the west End of Superior lac lies on the American side, and | have been told by
every people, that near a thousand men meet there in Summer but for few weeks as at Makina, after which time every
of them set of for their winter places or hivernements as they call vulgarly.”* (2) Between 4 August 1821 to 31 August
1821, as part of his amazing journey in 1821, Father Richard was a missionary to the inhabitants of Mackinac Island.?
(3) Father Richard’s final visit to Mackinac Island was from 31 July to 21 August 1823, nearly two years to the day
as his trip in 1821. From Mackinac Island he went to Green Bay in what is now the state of Wisconsin. That fall he
was elected to Congress as the first and only Catholic priest to do so.

The following baptisms and marriages were performed by Father Gabriel Richard, the prétre curé of Ste. Anne du
Détroit at Mackinac.?
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31 July 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Marie Rollet, born 10 October 1822, daughter of Laurent Rollet
and Marie Davenport, married by a civil judge. Her parents were present and signed. Her godparents were Joseph
Rollet and Nansey Davenport, who signed [Mackinac CD Register 1695-1888, Ste. Anne’s Church, Mackinac Island,
Michigan 49757 (hereafter, Mackinac CD).] [It is possible that Laurent Rollet and Joseph Rollet were the sons of
Jean Joseph Rollet and Marie Angélique Charlotte Lortie (www.prdh-igd.com (hereafter PRDH-1GD) PRDH-IGD
#85959, family).]

1 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Angélique Kiminitchagan, born in the year 1797, daughter of
Kiminitchagan and .tchigiK8a (sic), Ottawa, and ondoyée [given lay baptism] by Pierre Laurent. Her mother was
present at her baptism. Her godparents were Antoine Martin and Catherine Martin [Mackinac CD].

1 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Angélique Hamelin, born 11 August 1819, daughter of Augustin
Hamelin and Angélique Kiminitchaugan, an Ottawa, in a legitimate marriage. She was ondoyée by her own father.

! This is an excerpt from the 6 November 1799, letter from Gabriel Richard to Mr. Carroll, Bishop of Baltimore.
MABA 4.07/B.07 University of Notre Dame Archives. Cited and quoted here with the permission of the University
of Notre Dame Archives. The dates from 29 June 1799 through 28 October 1799 in his letter are in English and is
proof that Father Gabriel Richard in a little over seven years became very proficient in the use of the language. | have
also added some punctuation to make the letter easier to read but have left the spelling of the words as they were
written by Gabriel Richard.

2 See Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, “Father Gabriel Richard, P.S.S.: His Amazing Journey from July 1821 to April / May
1822: Part 1,” MHH, April 2022, Vol. 43, #2, 75-83; Part 2 — MHH, July 2022, Vol. 43, #3, 142-149; Part 3 — MHH,
October 2022, Vol. 43, #3, 213-219.

3 The translations of the following baptisms and marriages are mine.
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Her parents were present at her baptism. Her godparents were Antoine Martin and Catherine Martin [Mackinac
CD].

1 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Jacques Hubert Hamelin, born 12 February 1822, son of Augustin
Hamelin and Angélique Kiminitchaugan, in a legitimate marriage. He was ondoyé by Joseph Gagnon. His parents
were present at his baptism. His godparents were Antoine Martin and Catherine Martin [Mackinac CD].

1 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Archange Bertrand, born 14 September 1821, from the legitimate
marriage of Jean B Bertrand and Marguerite 8i8issens, and ondoyée by Augustin Hamelin. Her parents were
present at her baptism. Her godparents were Augustin Hamelin and Catherine Martin. Father Richard indicated
that Augustin Hamelin signed, but there is no signature [Mackinac CD].

1 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Genevieve Trottier, born 25 September 1821, from the legitimate
marriage of Francois Trottier and Catherine Martin. She was ondoyée by Daniel Bourassa. Her parents were
present at her baptism. Her godparents were Joseph St. André and Marguerite Bertrand [Mackinac CD].

1 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Pierre Trottier, born 9 April 1820, from the legitimate marriage
of Francois Trottier and Catherine Martin. He was ondoyé by Jean Baptiste Bertrand. His parents were present
at his baptism. His godparents were Joseph St. André and Marguerite Bertrand [Mackinac CD].

1 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, having dispensed with the three marriage banns and having obtained a license
from the clerk of the court of the county, the marriage of Augustin Hamelin, son of the late Louis Hamelin and the
late Josephte Mischigais, a native [born there] of this parish and residing there, and Angélique Kiminitchaugan,
daughter of Kiminitchaugan and 8ichigiK8a, Ottawa, a native [born there] of L’Arbre Croche. The witnesses were
Antoine Martin and Joseph André [Mackinac CD].
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4 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of William Benjamin M°Gulpin, born 7 December 1822, from the
legitimate marriage of William M°Gulpin and Madelene Bourassa. He was ondoyé by J. B. Tessereau. His parents
were present at this baptism. His godparents, who both signed, were Mathew M°®Gulpine and Judith Bourassa
[Mackinac CD].

4 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Anne Marly, born 20 August 1821 from the legitimate marriage
of Charles Marly and Josephte Vaillancourt. She was ondoyée by Antoine Deschamps. Her mother was present
at her baptism. Her godparents, who both signed, were Louis Buisson and Sophie Solomon, widow of Isidore
Pelletier [Mackinac CD].

4 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Marguerite Dara, born 14 April 1811, daughter of Antony Dara,
a lieutenant in the troops of the United States, and Angélique Vaillancourt. She was ondoyée by Joseph Petit. Her
godparents were William M¢Gulpin, who signed, and Josephte Vaillancourt [Mackinac CD].

4 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Frangois Charet, born 17 March 1809 at Fort du Lac du Flambeau
[in the present-day state of Wisconsin], son of Simon Charet and Marguerite KinikinoK8a. He was ondoyé by Fr.
Xavier Cadot. (It is not clear but looks like Father Richard wrote that he was illegitimate — the parents were married
eight days later.) His godparents, who both signed, were W™ M°Gulpine and Josephte Charet [Mackinac CD].
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4 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Marie Louise Charet, born 22 January 1813 in the neighborhood
(voisinage) of Fort du Lac du Flambeau [in the present-day state of Wisconsin], daughter of Simon Charet and
Marguerite KinikinoK8a. She was ondoyée by George Stingell. Her godparents were Mathieu M°Gulpine and
Marguerite Charet [Mackinac CD].

5 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Richard Julien Hansford, born 28 February 1823 from the
legitimate marriage of Julien Hansford and Mary Hansford. He was baptized without the regular ceremonies, in
the presence of Duparc, in the place where the child’s father was lodged because the child was very dangerously ill
[Mackinac CD].

6 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Pierre Lauson, born 9 May 1822, son of Joseph Lauson and
Elisabeth Pilot, married by a magistrate. He was ondoyé by Clément Beaulieu. His godparents were Charles
Giguiére and Josephte Charet who signed [Mackinac CD].

6 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Joseph Trottier, born 9 August 1819, son of Francois Trottier
and Catherine Martin, married by a magistrate. He was ondoyé by [left blank] Corbin. His father and mother were
present at the baptism. His godparents were William McGulpin, who signed, and Madelene Laframboise [Mackinac
CD].

6 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Francois Trottier, born 17 September 1811, son of Francois
Trottier and Catherine Martin, married by a magistrate. He was ondoyé by Jean Baptiste Bertrand. His father
and mother were present at the baptism. His godparents were William McGulpin, who signed, and Madelene
Laframboise [Mackinac CD].

8 March (sic — August) 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Catherine Pérault, born 3 March [year not stated],
daughter of Jean Baptiste Pérault and Angélique Vaillancourt. She was ondoyée by Joseph Vaillancourt. Her
father and mother were present at the baptism. Her godparents were Charles Giguiére and Elisabeth Vaillancourt,
the child’s aunt [Mackinac CD].

8 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Isabelle Lusignan, born 19 February 1822, daughter of Francois
Lusignan and Agathe Langlade, married by a civil judge. She was ondoyée by Etienne Dubois. Her father and
mother were present at the baptism. Her godparents, who both signed, were John Dousman and Rosalie Laborde,
his wife [Mackinac CD].

8 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Jeane Dousman, born 17 June 1812, daughter of John Dousman
and Rosalie Laborde, legitimate husband and wife. She was ondoyée by James Grouet. Her father and mother were
present at the baptism. Her godparents, who both signed, were William M°Gulpin and Marie Anne Fisher. John
Dousman also signed [Mackinac CD].

8 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Catherine Lepart (sic) Dousman, born 27 April 1822, daughter
of John Dousman and Rosalie Laborde, legitimate husband and wife. Her father and mother were present at the
baptism. Her godparents were Léon Bourassa, who signed, and Madeleine Laframboise. John Dousman also signed
[Mackinac CD].

8 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Pierre Payen / Pagen (sic), born 31 May 1822, son of Pierre
Paquien and Marie Cambell, married by a civil judge. He was ondoyé by Jean Baptiste Tessereau. Her father and
mother were present at the baptism. Her godparents, who both signed, were John Dousman and Rosalie Laborde,
his wife [Mackinac CD].

10 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Marie Babeu, born in 1805, daughter of Louis Babeu and
Josephte Otchepewa. She was ondoyée by René Nadeau. Her godparents were William M°Gulpin, who signed,
and Sophie Solomon, widow of Isidore Pelletier [Mackinac CD]. [It is possible that Louis Babeu was the son of
Etienne Babeu and Marie Angélique Thérése Beaudin, born 5 November 1758 in St-Jean-Francois-Régis (St-
Philippe) (PRDH-1GD #185460, Individual).]
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10 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Susanne Lajeunesse, born 12 June 1809, daughter of Pierre
Assalié dit Lajeunesse and Josephte Otchepewa, married by a civil judge. Her father was present at the baptism.
Her godparents were Augustin Rousseau and Marguerite Champagne [Mackinac CD]. [It is possible that Pierre
Assalié dit Lajeunesse was the son of Pierre Assalié dit Lajeunesse and Marie Suzanne Sauriol Sanscoucy, born 2
March 1770 in Montréal (PRDH-IGD #300361, Individual).]

10 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Jean B'. Champagne, born 25 May 1806, son of Simon
Champagne and Marguerite Otchepewa, married by a civil judge. His father was present at this baptism. His
godparents were William McGulpin, who signed, and Sophie Solomon, widow of Isidore Pelletier [Mackinac CD].

10 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Marie Pilon, born 21 November 1822, daughter of Jacques Pilon
and Marie Vaillancourt, widow of Hogan. She was ondoyée by Joseph Vaillancourt. Her mother was present at
her baptism. Her godparents, who both signed, were Simon Allard and Elisabeth Fisher [Mackinac CD].

11 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of John Nichol, born 22 October 1822, son of John Nichol and
Marguerite Beaubain, married by a civil judge. He was ondoyé by Pierre Paquin. His father and mother were
present at the baptism. His godfather was Louis Benet, who signed, and Josephte Charet [Mackinac CD].

11 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Susanne KiniK8é of the nation of Otchepewas, aged about 60
years and ondoyé by Daniel Bourassa. Her godparents were Daniel Bourassa, who signed, and Madelene
Laframboise [Mackinac CD].

11 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, conditional baptism of Marie Gorham, born 3 June 1823, daughter of David
Brass (sic) Gorham and Adelaide Laplante. She was ondoyée by Louis Guyon / Gujon (sic). Her parents were
present at her baptism. Her godparents were Augustin Rousseau and Marguerite Champagne, his wife [Mackinac
CD].

11 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Michel Rousseau, born 5 September 1822, son of Augustin
Rousseau and Marguerite Champagne, married by a civil judge. He was ondoyé by Pierre Paquin. Her parents
were present at her baptism. Her godparents were David Gorham, who signed, and Adelaide Laplante [Mackinac
CD].

11 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, having dispensed with the three marriage banns and having obtained a license
from the clerk of the court of the county, the marriage of Antoine Martin, a native [born there] of Lower Canada and
residing in this parish for about 50 years, and Susanne KiniK8é from the nation of Otchepwas. The witnesses were
Francois Trottier, Daniel Bourassa, and W™. M°Gulpin. The latter two signed [Mackinac CD]. [Antoine Martin
was the son of Jacques Son Martin Agement and Marie Babeu (PRDH-IGD #37145, Family). See also Delphine
Ford Goodwin and Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, “Searching for Antoine Martin dit Soud,” Michigan’s Habitant
Heritage, April 2005, Vol. 26, #2, pp. 83-88.]

11 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, having dispensed with the three marriage banns and having obtained a license
from the clerk of the court of the county, the marriage of Francois Trottier, son of Charles Trottier and Marie Anne
Charet, a native [born there] of Lower Canada, and Catherine Martin, daughter, of age, of Antoine Martin and
Susanne KiniK8é. The witnesses were Antoine Martin, the bride’s father, Daniel Bourassa, and W™. M°Gulpin.
The latter two signed. The couple had previously given their consent to marriage in the presence of Samuel Abbot,
justice of the peace, on 28 February 1811 [Mackinac CD]. [Francgois Trottier was the son of Charles Trottier and
Marie Anne Charest (PRDH-IGD #47752, Family).]

12 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, having dispensed with the three marriage banns and having obtained a license
from the clerk of the court of the county, the marriage of Simon Charet, son of the late Pierre Charet and the late
Josephte Lambert, a native [born there] of the parish of Notre-Dame of Trois-Riviéres in Lower Canada, diocese of
Québec, and residing in this parish for several years, and Marguerite LaGrue (KinikinoK8a) of the nation of
Otchepwas, also residing in this parish. The witnesses were Daniel Bourassa and Mathieu M°®Gulpin, both of whom
signed [Mackinac CD]. [Simon Charet was the son of Joseph Charet and Josephte Lambert Champagne (PRDH-IGD
#25513, Family).]
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12 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Marguerite LaGrue (KinikinoK8a), about 45 years old, of the
nation of Otchepewas. Her godparents were Daniel Bourassa, who signed, and Madelene Laframboise [Mackinac
CD].

12 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Elisabeth Jacobs, born 12 February 1815, daughter of Jean B.
Jacobs and Marie Chevalier, at Green Bay. She was ondoyée by Pierre Grignon. Her mother was present at her
baptism. Her godparents, who both signed, were Mathieu McGulpin and Marguerite Charet [Mackinac CD].

12 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of John Baptist Jacobs, born 31 March 1818, at Green Bay, son of
John B®. Jacobs and Marie Chevalier. He was ondoyé by Jean Bte. Brunet. His mother was present at his baptism.
His godparents, who both signed, were Mathieu McGulpin and Marguerite Charet [Mackinac CD].

12 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Gwinthine (sic — Gwendoline) Henriette Whistler, born 20 July
1818, daughter of Major William Whistler and Julienne Phearson, married by a civil judge. Her parents were
present at her baptism. Her godparents, who both signed, were Major Antoine Dequindre and Julienne Whistler
[Mackinac CD].

12 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Garland Nelson Joseph Whistler, born 19 October 1822, at
Green Bay, son of Major William Whistler and Julienne Phearson, married by a civil judge. His parents were
present at his baptism. His godparents, who both signed, were Hippolite Rollet and Caroline Whistler [Mackinac
CD].

13 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, the rehabilitation of the marriage before a civil judge in 1809 of Jean Bte
Tessereau and Madeleine Omatesskamak8a (sic) of the Ottawa nation. The witnesses were Léon Bourassa and
Mathieu McGulpin, who both signed [Mackinac CD]. [Jean Baptiste Tessereau was the son of Jean Baptiste
Tessereau and Marie Angélique Harel (PRDH-IGD #39959, Family).]

13 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Madelene OmatessKamaK8a, of the Ottawa nation, ondoyée
about the year 1808. Her godparents were Léon Bourassa, who signed, and Thérese Shenler [Mackinac CD].

13 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Louise Cown, born about 10 August 1812, daughter of Pierre
Cown and Popaman Sa8eK8e, of the Ottawa nation. She was ondoyée by Augustin Laroche. Her parents were
present at her baptism. Her godparents, who both signed, were John Dousman and Rosalie Laborde, his wife,
represented by Madelene Laframboise. Pierre Cowne also signed [Mackinac CD].

13 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Elisabeth Cown, born 12 February 1823, daughter of Pierre
Cown and Popaman Sa8eK8e, of the Ottawa nation. Her parents were present at her baptism. Her godparents were
Louis Génereux and Madelene Laframboise. Pierre Cowne also signed [Mackinac CD].

Inserted at this point were the following:

13 July [no year stated] at Mackinac, a male child of Alexis Neveu and Marie Basinet, was ondoyé by Father
Gabriel Richard.

3 August 1823 at Mackinac, Marie Anne, a sauvagesse [female Indian] aged four years, who was dangerously
ill, was ondoyée by Father Gabriel Richard.

4 August 1823 at Mackinac, a child of Sargent N. Hansford, aged about four months, was ondoyé by Father
Gabriel Richard; the child died the next day.

15 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Catherine Lacroix, 2 March 1806, daughter of the deceased

Isidore Lacroix and Angélique of the Osage nation. Her godparents, who signed, were Léon Bourassa and Marie
Anne Fisher [Mackinac CD].
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18 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Thérése MaKaKins, aged about 33 years, of the Otchepewa
nation. She was ondoyée by John Dousman. Her godparents were William M°®Gulpin, who signed, and Madelene
Laframboise [Mackinac CD].

18 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, conditional rebaptism of Marie ChiKanogiKweé, aged about 31 years, of the
Ottawa nation, ondoyée by une Chretienne (female Christian) of the Algonquin nation. Her godparents were Jean
B, Tessereau and Marie Amable Biscornet [Mackinac CD].

18 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Charles Bourassa, born 5 November 1821, son of Louis Bourassa
and Marie ChiKanogiKiré (sic), of the Ottawa nation, legitimately married. He was ondoyé by William M°Gulpin.
His parents were present at his baptism. His godparents were J. B. Tessereau and Madelene Laframboise [Mackinac
CD].

18 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Marie Anne McGuiniss, born 27 September 1820, daughter of
Paul McGuiniss and Marie Harris, who claimed they were married by a priest in Nouvelle Ecosse (Nova Scotia).
Her parents were present at her baptism. Her godparents were Louis Bourassa and Marie Louise Leduc [Mackinac
CD].

18 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Jeane McGuiniss, born 4 October 1822, daughter of Paul
McGuiniss and Marie Harris, who claimed they were married by a priest (Father Paul) in Nouvelle Ecosse (Nova
Scotia). Her parents were present at her baptism. Her godparents were Robert St. John, who signed, and Elisabeth
Vaillancourt [Mackinac CD].

18 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, the rehabilitation of the marriage before a civil judge on 24 December 1827
[part of the year is lost in the torn right margin] of Charles Beaubin and Thérese MaKokens. The witnesses were
William M°Gulpin, who signed, and Louis Bourassa. Charles Bawbin (sic) signed. The couple also acknowledged
their legitimate children: Amable, born 22 January 1814; Louise, born 15 June 1818; Lucie, born 7 March 1919; and
Marie, born 20 March 1820 [Mackinac CD].

18 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, the rehabilitation of the marriage before a civil judge in January 1820 of
Louis Bourassa and Marie ChicanogiK8é. The witnesses were Jean Baptiste Tessereau and William M°Gulpin,
who signed. The couple also acknowledged their legitimate children: Francois, born 28 December 1819, and Charles,
born 5 November 1821 [Mackinac CD].

The next marriages in the Register of Ste. Anne, Mackinac, were performed by Father Francgois Vincent Badin in
October 1825.

19 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Josephte Henriette Pierce, born 26 December 1816, daughter of
Benjamin Pierce, a captain in the troops of the United States, and Josephte Laframboise, married by a magistrate.
She was ondoyée by Dr. Morse. Her godparents, who both signed, were Alexandre Bourassa and Marie Judith
Bourassa [Mackinac CD].

19 August 1823 — Ste. Anne, Mackinac, baptism of Benjamin Langdon Pierce, born 17 April 1819, son of Benjamin
Pierce, a captain in the troops of the United States, and Josephte Laframboise, married by a magistrate. He was
ondoyé by Dr. Morse. His godparents, who both signed, were Léon Bourassa and Marie Anne Fisher [Mackinac
CD].

Frederick Henry Contriman has this day the twenty first August 1823 asked me to record in this book the Name of
Nansey his daughter by Antquan of the Ottawa nation, born [cannot decipher word] Illinois River on the eighteenth
of September in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty one. Gabriel Richard Pastor of the Cath. Ch.

The next baptisms in the Register of Ste. Anne, Mackinac, were performed by Father Francois Vincent Badin,
beginning on 26 September 1825.

In total, Father Gabriel Richard performed 47 baptisms and seven marriages in this, his last missionary visit to
Mackinac Island.
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