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Establishing a Trade Network in the 18th Century - Lessons Learned from the Chevalier Family: 
Part 1 - Jean Baptiste Chevalier and his Siblings 

By Loraine DiCerbo FCHSM Member (ldicerbofchsm@gmail.com) 
 
Note: Portions of this article have been previously presented at the Center for French Colonial Studies 
Conference at Colonial Michilimackinac in October of 2019 and have also been published in the April 2020 
issue of Le Journal, the newsletter for the Center for French Colonial Studies (with permission), but due to 
constraints of both time and space, a significant amount of information had to be excluded previously.  This 
article will expand upon the involvement of Jean Baptiste Chevalier and his siblings in the early fur trade. 
 
Upon a person’s first visit to Fort Michilimackinac and walking through the large gates, the eyes happen to 
fall upon a small house almost directly ahead, a house formerly known as the “Chevalier house” (South-
Southeast Rowhouse 18), after one of the prominent merchant families present at the fort early in the 18th 
century.   
 

 
South-Southeast Rowhouse 18 in Fort Michilimackinac (formerly the Chevalier House)  

Photo by Loraine DiCerbo 
 
 
Jean Baptiste Chevalier, the son of Joseph Chevalier and Marie Françoise Barton, was baptized 6 August 
1677 in Montréal.  He was also present in Montréal in the 1681 census; he was four years old, living in the 
household of his father Joseph Chevallier (Habitant, age 37), mother Françoise (age 28), with sisters Marie 
(age 10) and Élisabeth (age 2) and brothers Pierre (age 8) and Jean (age 6).1  On 6 April 1709, Jean 
Baptiste married Marie Françoise Alavoine (Manon), daughter of Charles Alavoine, a prominent 
merchant at Montréal, and Marie Thérèse Machard, as shown in the record below:2  

                                                
1 PRDH-IGD Census Record #98054 – 1681. https://www.prdh-igd.com/en/home 
2 Marriage record of Jean Baptiste Chevalier and Marie Françoise Alavoine - www.ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, 
M Montréal, Basilique Notre-Dame, 1705-1712, Images 205-206. 
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Marriage record of Jean Baptiste Chevalier and Marie Françoise Alavoine, 6 April 1709. 

 
During the next eight years, five children were born in Montréal: Marie Charlotte (1710), Marie Anne 
(1711/12), Cathérine (1713/14, died two days later), Michel Jean Baptiste (1714/15), and Marie Josèphe 
(1718)3.  In 1718, Jean Baptiste moved his family to Fort Michilimackinac, where he and Marie Françoise 
                                                
3 Baptismal records for the first five Chevalier children can be found in PRDH-IGD (Programme de Reserche en 
Demographie Historique) - https://www.prdh-igd.com/en/home (Baptismal Record numbers - #43655 – Marie 
Charlotte; #43872 – Marie Anne; #44229 – Marie Cathérine [and Burial #50910]; #44392 – Michel Jean Baptiste; and 
#44977 – Marie Josèphe). 
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had eleven more children: Marie Constance (Coussante) (1719), Louis Thérèse (1720), Josèphe 
Marguerite (1722), Marie (Manon) (1724), Anne Charlotte Véronique [Nanette] (1726), Charles 
(1727), Joseph Maurice (1728), Louis Paschal (1730), Anne Thérèse Esther (1732), Angélique (1733), 
and Luc (1735).4 
 
When Fort Michilimackinac was constructed in 1715 on the south side of the Straits of Mackinac, it was 
intended to be a major hub for trading, due to its central location between Montréal, the pays d’en haut 
(Great Lakes and Illinois Country), and les postes de l’Ouest (Western Posts), and protection against further 
attacks from the Fox/Mesquakie Indians. Jean Baptiste and his older brother, Jean Chevalier (also 
sometimes found as Jean Baptiste in records, but will be referred to as Jean for the purpose of this article, 
since some confusion existed between the two brothers) had already been involved in the fur trade for well 
over a decade by this time – as stated in a letter written by Jacques Gravier and addressed to the Reverend 
Père de Lamberville, dated 25 March 1702, indicating the presence of Jean Baptiste Chevalier (it is unclear 
which one) at the Illinois Mission:5 

 
Letter from Jacques Gravier to the Reverend Pere de Lamberville, 25 March 1702. 

 
Jean Baptiste was most likely an unlicensed coureur des bois – no documentation exists for his movements 
between his time in the Illinois country and his marriage in 1709.  From this point, the first record found 
for Jean Baptiste is in 1713 in a letter from Joseph-Jacques Marest to Vaudreuil that stated Jean Baptiste 
Chevalier and the “young Reaume” [sic] were to be withdrawn from captivity, where they “found wheat 

                                                
4 Reuben Gold Thwaites, The Mackinac Register of Baptisms and Interments, Wisconsin Historical Collection, 
Volume 19, 1910. http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/whc/id/13728   (Records are on the following 
pages: Page 2 - Coussante [sic -Constance], Louis Thérèse, Josèphe Marguerite, Marie [Manon]; page 3 – Anne 
Charlotte Véronique [Nannette], Charles [l’avoine], Joseph Maurice, Louis Paschal, Anne Thérèse Esther, Angélique; 
Page 4 – Luc)  
5 Reuben Gold Thwaites (Ed.), The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents; Travels and Explorations of the Jesuit 
Missionaries in New France 1610-1791; the original French, Latin, and Italian texts, with English translation and 
notes. Vol 66, pp32-34 https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=hvd.32044051102044;view=1up;seq=38 



Michigan’s Habitant Heritage (MHH), Vol. 41, #3, July 2020 

 108 

at the bay” (Green Bay).6 In 1717, Jean Baptiste had been granted three congés (permissions to trade) to go 
to the post at Fort St. Joseph in 1718 – one was for Estienne Roy [sic], and one was for himself as the 
purchasing merchant (it is unknown for whom the third one was purchased).7 Establishing himself and his 
family in an epicenter of the French fur trade, Jean Baptiste relocated his family to Fort Michilimackinac 
by the end of 1718. In order to do so, he and his wife, Marie Françoise, seem to have borrowed funds from 
her parents to make the move. In a series of documents dated between 12 July 1718 and 14 July 1718, Jean 
Baptiste and his wife committed to obligations where they obtained funds to “departs pour monter au pais 
des 8ta8as” – to leave to go up to the Ottawa country, which would have been the area of Fort 
Michilimackinac (which was located near an Ottawa settlement). The funds of this obligation were provided 
to the couple by Charles Alavoine, merchant, and his wife, Marie [Thérèse] Marchard, Marie Francoise’s 
parents, with the provision that Jean Baptiste make an additional trip to the “pays d’en hault” in August of 
the next year, 1719. In 1719, he made the additional trip required in the contract and since he was in the 
pays d’en haut, the engagement contract itself was signed in his absence by his mother-in-law, Marie 
(Thérèse) Machar Alavoine:8 

 

 
Record for Louis Quintal by Madame Alavoine on behalf of Jean Baptiste Chevalier, 11 Sept 1719. 

 
                                                
6 Library and Archives Canada, Online (here after LAC-O) MIKAN #3066458(6 items) e000801029.jpg-
e000801034.jpg.Copy of letter from missionary Joseph-Jacques Marest to Vaudreuil, 19 June 1713. 
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayEcopies&lang=eng&rec_nbr=30
66458&rec_nbr_list=3074797,3069454,3074608,3066536,3066458,2395575,3054090,3090409,2400772,3075471&
title=%5BCopie+d%27une+lettre+du+missionnaire+Joseph-Jacques+Marest+%C3%A0+Vaudreuil+-
+...%5D.+&ecopy=e000801034 
7 LAC-O – 3066536 (8 items), C11A Series (General Correspondence, Canada), e000803797.jpg-e000803804.jpg 
Status of the holidays (congés) granted in 1717 (including the names of the beneficiaries), 9 November 1718. 
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/fra/recherchecollection/Pages/notice.aspx?app=fonandcol&IdNumber=3066536&new=-
8586193147914256005 
8 LAC-O–3066536(8 items), C11A Series (General Correspondence, Canada), e000803797.jpg-e000803804.jpg 
Status of the holidays (congés) granted in 1717 (including the names of the beneficiaries), 9 November 1718. 
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/fra/recherchecollection/Pages/notice.aspx?app=fonandcol&IdNumber=3066536&new=-
8586193147914256005 
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Few sources mention the brothers of Jean Baptiste Chevalier. Often, he and his brother Jean are considered 
the same person. Little information has been found about their brother Pierre except for two records in 
PRDH – his birth on 3 Jan 1674 and the census of Montréal in 1681 (age 8, under Joseph Chevallier).  
PRDH initially had a third record incorrectly associated with him – a record of his visit to Hôpital général 
de Montréal (Montreal General Hospital) on 1 June 1694 (this Pierre was the first patient at the new 
hospital, and it previously indicated he was “innocent de naissance”; innocent since birth or  simple-
minded).9 However, at the time he became a patient, Pierre was said to be forty years old.  Jean Baptiste’s 
brother Pierre would have only been age thirty, so this record likely belonged to a different Pierre.  PRDH 
must have agreed, as the information has changed, and it no longer reflects Jean Baptiste’s brother as 
“innocent de naissance”. What happened to him in later years is unsure. 
 
Jean Baptiste Chevalier’s brother Jean maintained his voyageur status.  As I mentioned previously, there is 
much confusion between brothers Jean and Jean Baptiste, since their names were used interchangeably, and 
most researchers have treated them as one individual instead of two.  A prime example is the information 
contained in the Dictionary of Canadian Biography, which mainly includes information about the Jean 
Baptiste Chevalier at Michilimackinac but incorporates some details from his brother, such as records of 
trips to St. Joseph in 1730, and to Michilimackinac in 1735.  The photo in the biography showing “Hôtel 
Chevalier” in Quebec, however, has nothing to do with Jean Baptiste and is likely not his brother either, 
based on the date.  Jean Chevalier died in 1752, the date on the plaque; it is thus most likely his son Jean 
Baptiste.10  Jean from Sorel, born 22 Sept 1675 also made additional trips to the pays d’en haut in 1726, the 
pays d’en haut and Grand Rivière in 1729, and either he or his son Jean Baptiste traveled to 
Michilimackinac in 1736 and 1742 (more likely his son – Jean would have been age 71 by 1736).  Jean’s 
sons, Joseph and Jean Baptiste were also voyageurs, operating out of the parish of Sorel, like their father. 
Joseph made a voyage to the pays d’en haut in 1728 and two trips to Michilimackinac in 1735 and 1737.11 
 
In addition to the confusion between brothers, there is also a third Jean Chevalier who was involved in the 
fur trade during this time, and he was close in age to the other two (baptized in Pointe-aux-Trembles in 
1684). This third “Jean” was the son of Jacques Chevalier and Jeanne Vilenne; he also had brothers 
named Pierre (b 1689), Paul, and Robert Chevalier, and all were present in the Detroit area at one time or 
another. The fact that there is another set of brothers named Jean and Pierre adds a level of complication in 
determining the “who-is-who” in the records. For example, a record exists for Jean Baptiste in 1717 
regarding his role in the merchant company for a voyage to Michilimackinac – he was recorded as Jean, 
and he was listed with his brother, Pierre Chevalier.12  Note that this document was not signed: 
 

                                                
9 PRDH-IGD Baptismal Record #40260; PRDH 1681 Census Record #98054, and Hôpital général de Montréal Sick 
list #412897. https://www.prdh-igd.com/Membership/en/PRDH/Recherche/Acte 
10 Dictionary of Canadian Biography (DCB), Vol III (1741-1770) – Search “Jean-Baptiste Chevalier”. 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/chevalier_jean_baptiste_3E.html 
11 Records of all of these contracts can be found first, in the Voyageurs Database online, Search : “Chevalier” using 
the appropriate first name.  https://archivesshsb.mb.ca/en/list?q=chevalier&p=1&ps=20&src_facet=Voyageurs 
The actual notarial contracts can then be found by searching for the contract under the notary’s name in the “Actes de 
Notaire” records of familysearch.org, using the date of the contract. A list of notaries and links to their records in 
FamilySearch can be found by going to the FCHSM website Members’ Section, under Notary and Court Records. 
https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=45 
12 Notarial Acts, 1714-1754, Jean-Baptiste Adhémar, Box 2-12 (no 259-1792), 2 January 1716 - 30 April 1726, Film 
1562335, DGS 8274280, Image 434, 14 May 1717.   
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS5V-4ZSG?i=433&cat=679139 
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Engagement of Jacques Dulhut [sic – Huet dit Dulude] to Pierre and Jean Chevalier, dated 14 May 1717. 

 
 
In 1727, a Pierre Chevalier was recorded in two separate documents, with his brother Jean.  The first 
document, dated 9 May 1727, is an engagement or hiring record for Pierre Hubert dit La Croix to travel 
to the pays d’en haut, in which Pierre was the hiring merchant along with François Campot, and his brother 
Jean was the company representative.  In the second document, an engagement hiring Michel Omié, dated 
9 June 1727 traveling to the pays d’en haut, brothers Pierre and Jean, along with François Campot, are all 
recorded as the merchant company. Only the document on the left was signed by “Jean Chevallié” [sic] – 
Pierre didn’t sign either document, and the second document indicated he “could not sign”. The two 
contracts are shown below:13 
 

                                                
13 Notarial Acts, 1714-1754, Jean-Baptiste Adhémar, Box 13-20 (#1793-33271) 2 May 1726 – 30 June 1730; Film 
#156233, DGS #8328667, Images 588 & 711, dated 9 May 1727, and 9 June 1727. 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSTW-XSBG-G?i=587&cat=679139 
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Engagements for Pierre Hubert dit La Croix and Michel Omié, dated 9 May 1727 and 9 June 1727, Pierre and Jean 

Chevalier, along with François Campot are the hiring merchants. 
 
Pierre was also listed as the merchant for trips to the pays d’en haut in 172414 and to the pays d’en haut and 
la Baye in 1726.15  In 1724 and 1726, Pierre signed his documents, indicating he definitely could sign: 
 

 
 
The most interesting set of documents involving Pierre Chevalier are engagement records for voyages to 
the Sioux territory in 1731 (two), 1732, and 1733.16  Out of these four documents, only the 1733 engagement 
is signed by him. Note, while similar, the signature has differences, mainly the spelling of the surname:  
 

 
Engagement record for Pierre Le Scieur, hired by Pierre Chevalier to go to the “Scioux” (Montana), 18 July 1733. 

                                                
14 Notarial Acts, 1714-1754, Jean-Baptiste Adhémar, Box 2-12 (#259-1792) 2 Jan 1716 – 30 April 1726; Film 
#156235, DGS #8274280, Image 1882, 22 May 1724. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS5V-
4DTN?i=1881&cat=679139 
15 Notarial Acts, 1714-1754, Jean-Baptiste Adhémar, Box 13-20 (#1793-3271) 2 May 1726 – 30 June 1730; Film 
#1562336, DGS #8328667, Image 59, 16 May 1726. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSTW-
XSTP-S?i=58&cat=679139 
16 Notarial Acts, 1714-1754, Jean-Baptiste Adhémar, Box 21-28 (#3272-6314) 1 July 1730  – 20 Feb 1734; Film 
#1562337, DGS #8328668, Images 913, 2032, and 2880 dated 9 June 1731, 6 Aug 1732 and 18 July 1733.  
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSTW-DSMJ-T?i=912&cat=679139 
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The 1732 document was the engagement of Prisque Maisonette, hired by Pierre Chevalier on the sixth of 
August, and indicated that Jean Chevalier signed on behalf of his brother Pierre, likely indicating Pierre’s 
absence, not his inability to sign. The most interesting of the documents, however, are the two engagements 
of Augustin Dubuc and Charles Pepin, both hired by Pierre Chevalier on 9 June 1731. In the last line of 
the documents, they both indicated that Pierre couldn’t sign because “he only had one hand:” 
 

 
Engagement contract for Augustin Dubuc, dated 9 Aug 1731 

 

 
Engagement contract for Charles Pepin, dated 9 Aug 1731 

 
The fact that this Pierre Chevalier had no hand in 1731 could lead us to believe that this is a different Pierre 
Chevalier from the one who signed the document in 1733. Will we ever know if these documents related 
to more than one Pierre Chevalier?  Most likely not.  But we can’t ignore the possibility that they could 
relate to two different Pierre Chevaliers. 
 
Likewise, additional documents exist for the different Jean/Jean Baptiste Chevaliers. For example, in the 
document from 1718 when Jean Baptiste Chevalier was granted the three congés to go to St. Joseph, he 
signed the document “Chavalie”:17  
 

 
Congé for Jean Baptiste Chevalier and Estienne Roy to travel to St. Joseph in 1718, dated 19 Aug 1717 

 
Most of the documents involving Jean Chevalier, his brother based out of the parish of Sorel, indicated he 
could not sign, including one from 27 June 1729, which just has his mark: 
 

 
                                                
17 See Footnote #7. 
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However, one document exists that shows he eventually learned to sign his name, which was the estate 
document after the death of his wife, Jeanne Vallée in 1735:18 
 

 
Estate documents for Jeanne Vallée, dated 9 August 1735. 

 
The third Jean Chevalier (son of Jacques Chevalier and Jeanne Vilenne) is the one who signed documents 
most frequently.  As shown above in one of the 1727 documents (left), his signature is definitely very 
different from the other two: 
 

 
 
By the late 1740s, this generation of Chevalier voyageurs had completed their journeys. No other records 
have been found for Jean Baptiste’s brother, Pierre Chevalier, and no documents have been found to indicate 
if he had a wife or descendants, nor a burial record to know when he died. The other Pierre Chevalier can 
be found in some records as Pierre Chevalier dit Dubeau.19  He married Marguerite Campeau in 7 January 
1717 in Montreal.20  They had only one child who survived to adulthood (daughter Marie Jeanne, who 
married Charles L’huillier Chevalier in 1741), and Pierre was buried 1 January 1747 in Chateauguay.21  
 
No record of Jean Baptiste Chevalier’s death survives, only the belief that he died sometime between 26 
October 1746, when he submitted a voucher for supplies at Michilimackinac, and 10 June 1747, when his 
widow, Marie Françoise Alavoine (Veuve Chevalier) submitted a similar set of vouchers on his behalf.22  
 
 

                                                
18 Closing of inventory of the assets of the estate and of the community of the deceased Catherine Lavallée [Vallée] 
and of Jean-Baptiste Chevalier, August 9, 1735.   http://numerique.banq.qc.ca/patrimoine/archives/52327/3386608 
19 PRDH-IGD Marriage Record #48504, Francois Hevé and Agathe Chevalier, Pierre’s niece; Census Record 
#6133438, recorded as Pierre Chavalier Dubeau. 
20 PRDH-IGD Marriage Record #48199, 7 January 1717, Pierre Chevalier and Marguerite Campo [sic]. 
21 PRDH-IGD Marriage Record #22241, Charles L’Huillier Chevalier and Marie Jeanne Chevalier Dubeau, 17 April 
1741; Burial Record #111544, Pierre Dubeau Chevalier. 
22 Library and Archives Canada online (LAC- O) – MIKAN #3074608 (5 items), "Extrait du fonds à remettre en 
Canada pour le paiement des dépenses ci-après détaillées faites pour le service du roi dans les pays d'en haut à 
l'occasion des mouvements des nations sauvages", dated 26 October 1746; http://www.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/collectionsearch/Pages/record.aspx?app=fonandcol&IdNumber=3074608&new=-
8586173190393133161 LAC-O MIKAN #3074658, #3074659, #3074684, all dated 10 June 1747. http://www.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/collectionsearch/Pages/collectionsearch.aspx?q=veuve+chevalier&start=0&num=10&DateBucket=17
40-1749 
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Voucher submitted by Veuve Chevalier on behalf of her husband, Jean Baptiste, after his death, 10 June 1747. 

 
 There is a record of Jean Chevalier’s death in Sorel – he died 27 October 1752 and was buried there the 
next day.23  The third Jean Chevalier died in Montreal on 1 July 1750 – he was recorded as Jean Baptiste 
Chevalier Dubaut.24 
 
So how does one establish a trade network as intricate as that of the Chevalier family within the fur trade? 
It helps by having a large family – in particular, by having many daughters.  Out of the 15 surviving children 
that Jean Baptiste Chevalier and Marie Françoise Alavoine had, only six were male, which meant finding 
many husbands for many daughters.  Most often family alliances were made of previous friendships, trade 
partners, or sometimes other family lines to establish a tightly knit, trustworthy group that became 
prominent in the fur trade industry. The next section will begin to discuss the Chevalier children, their 
spouses, and their connections that created a trade network that extended for thousands of miles across 
North America. 
 
 

(To be continued) 
 

 

                                                
23 PRDH-IGD Burial Record #322086, Jean Baptiste Chevalier. 
24 PRDH-IGD Burial Record #299420, Jean Baptiste Chevalier Dubaut. 


