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The Combined Children of Marie Louise Thérèse Beaulieu and Louis Gonzague Deshêtres dit 

Pigeon 
Loraine M. DiCerbo - FCHSM Member (lorainedicerbo@yahoo.com) 

 

Relationships in the 18th century were often complex.  The short life spans of some individuals made it 

likely that one spouse would remarry at least once in his or her lifetime. The marrying of widowed 
individuals, sometimes with children, created not only stepchildren, but, in many cases, also half-siblings.  

So, what happens when you have a woman abandoned by her husband, who enters into a clandestine 

relationship and marries that man à la gaumine, and has children with him?  What happens when this 
couple is excommunicated and forced to part ways?  And what happens when both of them remarry, 

possibly to have more children?  Ironically, you have the same set of circumstances, with half-siblings 

and stepchildren, some of whom may not even know the others exist.  This set of circumstances occurred 
between Marie Louise Beaulieu and Louis Gonzague Deshêtres, some of which was presented in a 

previous journal (MHH, Vol. 27, no. 2 Apr. 2006, pp. 85-90).  Some questions this article seeks to 

answer are:  Did Marie Louise Beaulieu have children from her first marriage?  What children did she 

have with Louis Gonzague Deshêtres, and what happened to them?  Did either of them remarry and have 
more children? 

 

First, did Marie Louise Beaulieu have children from her marriage to Jean Breche [Barege] dit 

Labatrie?  The answer is, yes, they had one daughter, Marie Agathe, born 26 September 1760 in 

Boucherville.1  The sidebar to the baptismal entry in the parish register lists her as “Marie Charlotte’ 

though she is called Marie Agathe in the body of the entry.  Her mother is called Louise Bertrand and her 
godfather is Gilles Bertrand, her maternal grandfather.  The godmother was Marie Françoise Levasseur.  

Unfortunately, no other information has been found for Marie Agathe/Charlotte, to date. 

 

 
 
According to the Record of Excommunication for Louise Beaulieu and Louis Gonzague Deshêtres 

(MHH, Apr. 2006, pp. 85-88), Jean Breche [Barege] dit Labatrie allegedly had another family back in 

France, and after fulfilling his duties as a soldier in the Royal Roussillon Regiment, he abandoned Marie 

Louise and returned home to France.  There is no mention of a daughter of Louise Beaulieu and Jean 
Breche in the Record of Excommunication.  

 

The next question is, what children did Marie Louise Beaulieu have with Louis Gonzague Deshêtres, 
and what happened to them?  After her alleged “abandonment”, which would have occurred between 

1760 and 1761 since Breche/Barege is found in France as a “corporal of Ducros in 1761 and a grenadier 

of Estor on 4 November 1761”,2 Marie Louise found her way from Boucherville to the Detroit area, 

where she began a clandestine relationship with Louis Gonzague Deshêtres, under false pretenses.  She 
had presented herself as a widow to the community, but being the wife of a soldier in the Royal 

                         
1 Boucherville Church Records 1717-1772; FHL (Family History Library) Microfilm #1288826 
2 www.colba.net/~vallee/RoyalRoussillonpage1.html. 
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Roussillon, her lies were discovered.  During her relationship with Louis Gonzague Deshêtres, Marie 

Louise gave birth to three children: 
 

Louis Gonzague Deshêtres (1) 
 

Louis Gonzague was born on 22 March 1769, and he was baptized at l’Assomption de la Pointe de 
Montréal du Détroit.  His godparents were Guillaume Goyeau and Marie Magdalene Pilette.3  Louis 

Gonzague Deshêtres was his father, and his mother was Louise Beaulieu, in illegitimate marriage. 

 

 
 
Unfortunately, Louis Gonzague only lived about 13 months.  His burial record indicates he was buried in 

May of 1770.4   Here he is listed as the “bastard” son of Mme Beaulieu.   

 

 

Pierre Beaulieu (sic) (2) 

 

Pierre Beaulieu was born at nine o’clock p.m. on 30 July 1772, and he was baptized on 1 August 1772, 

at Ste. Anne du Détroit.5  He was listed only as the “fils adulterin” of Louise Beaulieu.  However, his 
godparents were Sieur Dumouchel, and Jeannette Dehestre[sic]; Jeannette was the sister of Louis 

Gonzague Deshêtres, and was most likely a paternal aunt of Pierre Beaulieu.   

 

 
 

Pierre is also listed as the son of Louis Gonzague Deshêtres in Father Christian Denissen’s, Genealogy of 
the French Families of the Detroit River Region, Revision, 1701-1936 [RDn], (Revised 1987, Detroit 

Society for Genealogical Research), though he is listed as Peter Deshetres.  It is also interesting to note 

that the sidebar of the baptismal record indicates it as the baptism of “Antoine”, not of “Pierre”.  The 
question is which one is the error - Antoine or Pierre, since we know that his paternal grandfather was 

Antoine Deshêtres.  No other records for him have been found. 

                         
3 FHL #1312030- Register of L'Assomption de la Pointe de Montréal. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ste. Anne du Détroit Church Register (1701-1810); Detroit Public Library, Burton Historical Collection (BHC) 

Microfilm #1252, reel #1. 
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Louis Gonzague Deshêtres (3) 
 

Louis Gonzague Deshêtres was born 19 August 1774 and baptized the same day at l’Assomption 

de la Pointe de Montréal du Détroit.6  He was listed as the son of Louis Deshetres [sic] and 

Marie Louise Beaulieu, his parents in illegitimate marriage.  His godparents were Pierre 

L’etourneau and Marie-Louise Parent. 

 
 

The Excommunication of his parents occurred just six weeks after his birth, and his father left Detroit 
between October of 1774 and June of 1776.  Marie Louise might have remained in the Detroit area, but 

no information has been found for her between 1774 and 1781.  No information is available about Louis 

Gonzague as a child; however, it is possible that he may have lived in the household of his uncle, 

Hyacinthe Deshêtres.  In both the 3 March 1779 Survey of the Settlement of Detroit and the 1782 
Census of Detroit, there was an extra male child in the household who was in the appropriate age range to 

have been Louis.7  No definitive records for Louis are found until 6 April 1798, when he is listed as 

godfather of Archange Duret, daughter of Jean Baptiste Duret and Marie Anne Renaud, who was 
baptized at Ste. Anne du Détroit.8  He is also listed as the godfather of Louis Sené, son of Ignace Sené 

and of Seraphine Griffard, who was baptized 3 Nov 1799 at Ste. Anne, and his wife-to-be, Marie 

Griffard [sic], is listed as the godmother9. 

 
Louis Deshêtre’s marriage to Marie Catherine Greffard was at Ste. Anne du Détroit on 21 January 

180010: 

 

 

                         
6 FHL #1312030. 
7 Michigan Censuses 1710-1830 Under the French, British, and Americans.  Donna Valley Russell, ed.  Detroit 

Society for Genealogical Research, Inc.: Detroit, 1982,  pp. 45, 51. 
8  BHC #1252, reel #2. 
9 Ibid. 
10  BHC #1252, Reel 2. 
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Together, they had six children: 
1) Marie Esther (b 11 May 1801-d 1 Mar 1885) 

2) Aloysius (b 25 Nov 1802-d 15 Apr 1866) 

3) Suzanne (b 18 May 1804) 

4) Oliver (b 19 Feb 1806) 
5) Agatha (b 12 Oct 1807) 

6) Emily Françoise, (b 31 March 1810) 

 
Louis Gonzague Deshêtres is listed as present at the baptism of his last child, Emily Françoise, but we 

know sometime after 31 March 1810, he died.  Marie Catherine Greffard gave birth to her first child 

with François Labadie in the year 1815 (she married him by civil ceremony in 1817), so we know Louis 
died between 31 March 1810 and 1815, but no record of his death has ever been found. 

 

The final questions this article asks are:  Did either Louis Gonzague Deshêtres or Louise Beaulieu 

remarry, and did they have any further children?  The answer to the first question is, yes, they both  
remarried.   

 

Louise Beaulieu remarried to Jacques Gaudreau (Gabriel and Angélique Beaudoin) on 27 Feb 1781 
at L’Assomption de la Pointe de Montréal, under the name of Therese Bertrand.11  Father Denissen also 

records this marriage, and elaborates:12 

 
"James [Gaudreau] b 17 Mar 1754 Three Rivers bur 8 Mar 1813 Assumption Sandwich m there 27 Feb 

1781 Teresa Bertrand, b 25 Jun 1742 Laprairie widow of John Barege dau of Gilles Bertrand and 

Louisa Teresa Drouillet." 

 
Now, another question may arise - if Louis and Louise were both excommunicated, how was she able to 

remarry in a church?  Most likely she went through a public apology and absolution, though a record has 

not been found to substantiate this occurrence.  After their marriage, she was not recorded as having any 
further children, and no further records concerning her have been found.  Her husband Jacques was buried 

at L’Assomption de la Pointe de Montréal on 8 March 1813, but there was no mention of his wife. 

 

Louis Gonzague Deshêtres relocated to Montréal some time after his excommunication, and on 17 June 
1776, he married Françoise Fortier (François Fortier and Suzanne Henry).  Together, they had three 

additional children.  The first child was Geneviève De Hêtre [sic] on 25 November 1776.13 

 

 
 

The child lived only a short time.  Her burial record indicates her age at six months14: 

 

                         
11  FHL # 1312030. 
12  Denissen, Rev. Christian, p. 512. 
13 Montréal church records for 1767-1781, FHL Microfilm # 0375844. 
14 Ibid. 
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The second child born was Louis Antoine DeHêtre, born 26 May 1778 in Montréal:15 
 

 

  
 

No further records for him have been located. 
 

The third child born to Louis and Françoise was Jérôme De Hêtre, on 28 Feb 1780:16 

 

 
 
Jérôme was the only child of Louis and Françoise known to have survived, and on 19 July 1802 he was 

married in Ste. Genevieve,17 where his wife, Thérèse Cousineau and her family lived: 

 

                         
15 Ibid. 
16  Ibid. 
17 Quebec, Île-de-Montréal, Sainte-Geneviève - Church records (FHL  #1018211) 
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  Jérome and Therese had six children in Ste. Geneviève:   

1) Marthe18- (b 28 July 1802- d 6 August 1802) 

2) Marie Geneviève19 (b 7 December 1804) 
3) Damase20 (b 22 August 1806) 

4) Jerôme/Jérémie21 (b 23 April, 1808) 

5) Marguerite22 (b 22 January 1810-d 5 July 1810) 

6) Alexandre23 (b 26 February, 1811) 
 

After 1811, the family is no longer found in Ste. Geneviève.  They remained in the local area, and more 

children are found in the baptismal records of St. Benoit: 
7) Marguerite24 (b April 1812; d bef. 28 Jul 1814) 

8) Francois Xavier25 (b 28 May 1814) 

9) Marguerite26 (b 31 January 1817) 

                         
18  Ibid. 
19  Ibid. 
20  Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Registres Paroissaux 1806-1821 St. Benoit, Mirabel, Quebec; FHL #1288571; 1814 Burial Record #84 Note: no 

baptismal record has been found for her to date, but her burial record indicates her age at the time of death was 2 

years and three months. 
25 Ibid 1814; baptismal record #87 
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10) Jean Baptiste27 (b 22 June 1819) 

11) Jérémie28 (b 30 Nov 1821) 
12) Casimir29 (b 18 Dec 1824) 

 

 

Most of the children of Jerome and Therese were married in the parishes of Ste. Marthe, St. Benoît, and 
Sainte-Madeleine-de-Rigaud.  It is known that they had at least one other child, Louis, whose baptismal 

record has not yet been found.  Louis Deshêtres, “fils majeur” (indicating he was of age, so he had to 

have been born before 1810), who married Josephte Brunet “fille mineur”, on 14 July 1828 in St. 
Benoit.  Louis’ parents were listed as Jérôme Deshêtre “cultivateur”, and Therese Cousineau:

30
 

 

 
 

It is also possible that there is one additional child attributed to Louis Gonzague Deshêtres dit Pigeon.  

Louis, along with most of his siblings, was born and raised in Fort St. Joseph until the year 1751, when 

Antoine Deshêtres and Charlotte Chevalier removed to the Detroit area.  In the records of Fort St. 
Joseph, there is a baptismal record for the following child:31 

 

 

                                                                               
26 Ibid. 1817; baptismal record #10 
27 Ibid 1819; baptismal record #143 
28 Ibid 1821; baptismal record #299 
29 Ibid 1824; baptismal record #352 
30 Ibid 1828; marriage record #16 

31 The St. Joseph Baptismal Register, FHL #129497 
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This record indicates: 
 

In the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty I, the undersigned, baptized according to the rite of our 

Holy mother the church francois natural son of lizette and of a man named pigeon [46] according to the 
declaration made by the mother when questioned. He had for godfather francois longval and for 

godmother catherine Larchevesque wife of jutras. In testimony thereof I signed the 9th of may of the 

said year the day after the birth of the said child and have signed with me the godparents 

   Lamorinie jesuit and Mis at the river St. Joseph 
 

In Volume 18 of a work, “The St. Joseph Baptismal Register”, edited by Rev. George Paré and Milo 

Quaife, there is a footnote, no. 46 on page 232, which indicates: 
 

“This may have been Aloysius Deshêtres, son of Anthony Deshêtres and Charlotte Chevalier dit 

Chesne, who was born in 1731 and who served as interpreter at St. Joseph. On Feb. 18, 1760, he married 

at Detroit Mary Teresa Damours, who was born at Montreal, Sept. 2, 1746. They had children born at 
Detroit in March 1762, and July 1763. See Denissen, op. cit.32 

 

The fact that Antoine Deshêtres and Charlotte Chevalier had two children named Louis has resulted in an 
infinite amount of confusion between the two, and much of it may be attributed to Father Christian 

Dennisen’s work.  Dennisen lists the elder son as Louis Deshêtres dit Pigeon and the younger son as 

Louis Gonzague Deshêtres.  However, primary source records mention the elder son as Louis Antoine 

                         
32 Paré, Rev. George and Quaife, Milo., eds.  “The St. Joseph Baptismal Register”.  The Mississippi Valley 

Historical Review.  Vol. 18, p. 232.  Also available at  <http://www.gbl.indiana.edu/archives/miamis6/M14-

22_27d.html> 

http://www.gbl.indiana.edu/archives/miamis6/M14-22_27d.html
http://www.gbl.indiana.edu/archives/miamis6/M14-22_27d.html
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Deshêtres,33 and the younger son as Louis Gonzague Deshêtres dit Pigeon.34  Both of them were 

interpreters, which most likely added to the confusion between the two.  Therefore, it is a more likely 
possibility that the “man named Pigeon” is not Louis Antoine Deshêtres, but Louis Gonzague 

Deshêtres dit Pigeon. 

 

Between the years 1760 and 1780, Marie Louise Therese Beaulieu and Louis Gonzague Deshêtres dit 

Pigeon were parents to a total of seven, possibly eight children, of whom only two, Louis Gonzague and 

Jérôme, are known to have survived.  It is very possible that these two children may not have known of 

each other’s existence, because of the complicated circumstances surrounding their parents’ relationships.  
The descendants of Louis Gonzague Deshêtres mostly remained in the Detroit area, while the 

descendants of Jérôme Deshêtres seemed to have moved more frequently between Montréal, present-day 

Ontario, and the United States. Today, the surname Deshêtres is not a common one.  It has been altered 
(De Hate, De Hetre, De Hatre, Dehete, etc), and it has faded through maternal descendancy.  However, 

the descendants of this familial line still remain strong throughout the United States and Canada. 

 

 
[To be continued.] 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

[Editor’s note:  Please excuse the footnote numbering in this article.] 
 

 

                         
33  Cicotte Papers, Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library. 
34  BHC #1252, reels #1, #2.  


