
Links to Archives, Libraries, and Museums with Significant Content about New France or its 

French Canadian and Native-American Residents in the Great Lakes 

 

With the exception of the National Libraries and Museums, most of the entries are limited to the Great 

Lakes due to the sheer volume of links that would be required for links to all areas that comprised the area 

covered by New France prior to 1760. 

 

National Libraries and Museums: The collections listed under each entry are not exclusively French-

Canadian; instead they give you a starting point for searching and browsing various collections.  A few 

additional libraries have been included because of their outstanding collections.   

o Library of Congress – Washington, D.C. 

o France in America Collection – Site Map: 

http://international.loc.gov/intldl/fiahtml/fiasitemap.html#track1 

o Map Collection - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/gmdhome.html; Discovery and 

Exploration Maps.  The maps are downloadable in multiple formats: 

http://www.loc.gov/collection/discovery-and-exploration/?q=  

o American Memory Collection: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/browse/ ; Midwest Collection: 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/browse/ListSome.php?region=Midwest+U.S.; Books from 

Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/umhtml/umhome.html  

o Chronicling America – Historic American Newspapers: 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/  

o Prints and Photographs – Collection list and descriptions: 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collections/ 

o  

o Smithsonian, Washington, D.C. and New York City - http://www.si.edu/Museums.  Search Page 

for the Smithsonian: http://collections.si.edu/search/; Unlike the Library of Congress, the Smithsonian 

does not have many virtual exhibits online.  However, it does have one of the finest collections of art 

depicting Native Americans.  See the website for the National Museum of the American Indian: 

http://nmai.si.edu/exhibitions/infinityofnations/woodlands.html  

o George Catlin: https://www.georgecatlin.org/the-complete-works.html 

o Charles Bird King: 

http://collections.si.edu/search/results.htm?q=King+charles+bird&fq=online_media_type:"Im

ages"  

o National Museum of Wildlife Art of the United States, Jackson, Wyoming.  As the name implies, 

the Art in this museum focuses on wildlife, not on French Canadians.  

http://www.wildlifeart.org/collection/about-the-collection/.  Lists of artists whose works appear in the 

collection: http://www.wildlifeart.org/collection/artists/   

o Library and Archives Canada (LAC), Ottawa, Ontario.  LAC offers outstanding online resources 

for research.  http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx - Following are links to some of their 

collections.   

o Browse the collection – topics: http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/Pages/discover.aspx 

The links which follow are to internal links at LAC.  Most of these pages have additional 

links to collections, databases, and virtual exhibitions. 

o Aboriginal (or Native American) Heritage Links: http://www.bac-

lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/Pages/introduction.aspx 

o Ethno-Cultural Groups: http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/Pages/ethno-cultural-

groups.aspx 

o Genealogy and Family History: http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/genealogy/index-e.html 

o Maps, Charts, and Architectural Plans: http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/maps-charts-

plans/Pages/maps-charts-architectural-plans.aspx  

http://international.loc.gov/intldl/fiahtml/fiasitemap.html#track1
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/gmdhome.html
http://www.loc.gov/collection/discovery-and-exploration/?q
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/browse/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/browse/ListSome.php?region=Midwest+U.S
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/umhtml/umhome.html
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collections/
http://www.si.edu/Museums
http://collections.si.edu/search/
http://nmai.si.edu/exhibitions/infinityofnations/woodlands.html
https://www.georgecatlin.org/the-complete-works.html
http://collections.si.edu/search/results.htm?q=King+charles+bird&fq=online_media_type:%22Images
http://collections.si.edu/search/results.htm?q=King+charles+bird&fq=online_media_type:%22Images
http://www.wildlifeart.org/collection/about-the-collection/
http://www.wildlifeart.org/collection/artists/
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/Pages/discover.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/Pages/introduction.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/Pages/introduction.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/Pages/ethno-cultural-groups.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/Pages/ethno-cultural-groups.aspx
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/genealogy/index-e.html
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/maps-charts-plans/Pages/maps-charts-architectural-plans.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/maps-charts-plans/Pages/maps-charts-architectural-plans.aspx


o Military Heritage: http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/Pages/military-

heritage.aspx  

o New France Archives – Advanced Search Form: http://www.bac-

lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/exploration-settlement/new-france-archives/Pages/search.aspx : List of 

Maps and Plans: http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/exploration-settlement/new-france-

archives/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=40231 

o Newspapers: French-Canadian Newspapers Database: 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/canadian-newspapers-french/index-

e.html?PHPSESSID=r8ugjh1t88iqijlesv8v15va10  

o Search screens for LAC: 

o Archives search – advanced search: http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/lac-

bac/search/arch_adv 

o Image search: http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/lac-bac/search/images 

o Ancestors search – advanced search: http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/lac-

bac/search/anc_adv  

o Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online: http://www.biographi.ca/en/search.php  

o The Hudson Bay Company: Exploration, the Fur Trade, and the Hudson Bay Company: 

http://www.hbcheritage.ca/history#fur-trade; Classroom Resources: 

http://www.hbcheritage.ca/classroom  

o Canadian Museum of History: http://www.civilization.ca/home  

o Canadian War Museum: http://www.warmuseum.ca/home/  

o The Seven Years’ War: http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/gallery1/clash_e.shtml  

o The American Revolution: 

http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/gallery1/revolution_e.shtml  

o Encyclopedia of French Cultural Heritage in North America: 

http://www.ameriquefrancaise.org/en/category-0/articleList-all.html  

 

State or Provincial Libraries or Museums: See the Mississippi Valley Page for links to resources in 

the Mississippi Valley 

Michigan:   

o Clarke Historical Library, Central Michigan University: 

https://www.cmich.edu/library/clarke/Pages/default.aspx  

o Detroit Historical Museum: http://detroithistorical.org/ 

o Detroit Public Library, the Burton Collection: http://www.detroit.lib.mi.us/featuredcollection/burton-

historical-collection  

o Fort de Buade Museum, St. Ignace: http://www.fortdebuade.com/Default.aspx  

o Historic St. Ignace Walking Tour: http://www.fortdebuade.com/WalkTour.pdf  

o Library of Michigan, Lansing: https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/0,2351,7-160-18635---

,00.html  

o Michilimackinac Historical Society, St. Ignace: http://michilimackinachistoricalsociety.com/  

o Monroe Public Library: http://monroe.lib.mi.us/  

o Mount Clemens Public Library: http://www.mtclib.org/  

o Museum of Ojibwa Culture, St. Ignace: http://museumofojibwaculture.net/index.html  

o Saginaw Public Library: http://www.saginawlibrary.org/  

o William L. Clements Library, University of Michigan: http://www.clements.umich.edu/ ; Advanced 

Search Form for Digital Images: https://quod.lib.umich.edu/w/wcl1ic?page=search  

 

Canada: 

o Bibliothèque et Archives nationales Québec (BAnQ) – French text throughout: 

http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/. Collections portal: 

http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/collections_a_z/index.html  
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o Images – Advanced Search Form: http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/images/index.html  

o Magazines and Newspapers: 

http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/collection_numerique/journaux-

revues/index.html?ListeTitreOn=*  

o Maps and Plans – Historic Maps: http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/index.html?language_id=1 ; 

Using the menu on the right, click on Créateur to access the list of cartographers and select 

the cartographer whose maps you would like to access.  

o Pistard Archives – Advanced Search form.  The simple or advanced search form can be used 

to search for images of original documents that are available on the internet.  We recommend 

using the advanced search form when searching for individuals to avoid getting too many 

results: 

http://pistard.banq.qc.ca/unite_chercheurs/recherche_simple?p_anqsid=&P_rech_type=A 

 

Ontario: 

o Archives of Ontario: http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/franco_ontarian/index.aspx  

o Leddy Library, University of Windsor: http://leddy.uwindsor.ca/  

o City of Windsor Directories: https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/windsor-directories/  

o Museum of Ontario Archaeology, London, Ontario: http://archaeologymuseum.ca/  

o Sault Ste. Marie Museum, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario: http://www.saultmuseum.com/  
o Société Franco-Ontarienne d'Histoire et de Généalogie (SFOHG): http://www.rpfo.ca/fr/Centres-De-

Recherche-Regionaux_101   
o Southwestern Ontario Digital Archives: http://swoda.uwindsor.ca/subject  
o Windsor Community Museum (Baby) House, 254 Pitt Street West, Windsor  Search form for the 

museum collections: http://windsormuseum.ca:8080/mwebcgi/mweb.exe?request=advform 

o Windsor Monuments: https://citywindsor.ca/residents/Culture/Monuments/Pages/Monuments.aspx   

o Windsor Public Library, Genealogical Sources: http://www.windsorpubliclibrary.com/ ; Online 

Exhibits: http://projects.windsorpubliclibrary.com/digi/index2.php ; Historic French Newspapers: 

http://heritage.windsorpubliclibrary.com/cdm/search/collection/frenchNews; Historic Cemeteries: 

http://heritage.windsorpubliclibrary.com/cdm/search/collection/HistoricCem   

 

Manitoba: 

o Manitoba Museum, Winnipeg, Manitoba: http://www.manitobamuseum.ca/main/museum/  

o The Societé historique de Saint-Boniface, Saint-Boniface, Manitoba: 

http://shsb.mb.ca/en/Collections_and_Research  

 

 

Online Books and Newspapers: Out of copyright books found on the bibliographies on this site as well 

as other sites, and in many scholarly books can be accessed through inter-library loan or through various 

companies and institutions that have scanned and digitized the content of these books. 

 

The three leading publishers of digitized books are:  www.hathitrust.org, www.archive.org, and Google 

books which accessed through the Google site and then narrowing your search to books; 

www.google.com.  

 

Google has also digitized old newspapers.  See: http://news.google.com/newspapers  

 

The University of Windsor, in conjunction with other partners, has digitized old newspapers in Ontario.  

See: http://ink.ourontario.ca/  
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