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Susan Sleeper-Smith, Indian Women and French Men – A Review 

Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM Member (bluecolumbine@comcast.net) 

 

Although it is often cited by scholars and genealogists, Susan Sleeper-Smith, Indian Women and French 

Men (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2001), should be avoided! 

 

My review will be limited to discussing four issues and two families discussed by Sleeper-Smith: 

o the fur trade” ban; 

o “Catholic Kin Networks” and their “appearance during the “fur trade ban;” 

o The participation and “control” of the fur trade by métis women; 

o Sleeper-Smith’s erroneous belief that the certificates and memoires issued by commandants, officers, 

or other officials between 1739 –1750 meant the these individuals were involved in, or controlled, the 

fur trade at a post 

 

The two families – the Réaume family and the Chevalier family.   

 

Unfortunately, Sleeper-Smith is inaccurate, misunderstands the fur trade, and misrepresents 

sources! 
 

Many of the authors whose books FCHSM has criticized make one or more of the following critical 

mistakes: 

o Assuming that facts or conditions from one time period apply to another period; 

o Assuming that facts or conditions from one geographical location apply to another location; 

o Relying upon books, articles, and dissertations written for the most part, in English, about the fur 

trade.  Most of these sources have been written about how the fur trade was operated by the British.  

Further complicating the problem is the fact that certain authors believe that the fur trade as operated 

by the French operated in the same fashion. 

o Failing to investigate whether the sources relied upon by another author actually support their 

statements. 

 

Rather than relying on Sleeper-Smith’s sources, I offer the following mini-bibliography about the 

operation of the fur trade during the French Regime: 

 

*Idle, Dunning The Fort of the St. Joseph River During the French Régime 1679-1761 (South Bend, 

Indiana: Support the Fort, Inc., 2003).  Sleeper-Smith consulted a microfilm or copy of this book prior to 

its 2003 publication. 

 

Kent, Timothy J., Ft. Pontchartrain at Detroit: A Guide to the Daily Lives of Fur Trade and Military 

Personnel, Settlers, and Missionaries at French Posts (Silver Fox Enterprises, 2001). 

 

Kent, Timothy J., Rendezvous at the Straits Fur Trade and Military Activities at Fort de Buade and Fort 

Michilimackinac, 1669-1781 (Ossineke, Michigan: Silver Fox Enterprises, 2004). 

 

*Massicotte, E. Z. “Répertoire des engagements pour l’ouest conservés dans les Archives Judiciares de 

Montréal (1670-1778),” Rapport de L’archiviste de la Province de Québec pour 1929-1930 (Québec: 

Rédempti Paradis, 1930), hereafter RAPQ1930 

Peyser, Joseph L. (translator and editor) and José Antonio Brandão (editor and author of the Introduction), 

Edge of Empire (East Lansing, Michigan and Mackinac Island, Michigan: Michigan State University 

Press and Mackinac State Historic Parks, 2008). 

mailto:bluecolumbine@comcast.net


Susan Sleeper-Smith, Indian Women and French Men – A Review  

Diane Wolford Sheppard, © 2015, 2018 – All Rights Reserved 

2 

Peyser, Joseph L. (translator and editor), Jacques Legardeur de Saint-Pierre, Officer, Gentleman, 

Entrepreneur (East Lansing, Michigan and Mackinac Island, Michigan: Michigan State University Press 

and Mackinac State Historic Parks, 1996). 

Peyser, Joseph L. (translator and editor), Letters from New France – The Upper Country 1686-1783 

(Urbana and Chicago, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1992) 

 

Although Sleeper-Smith consulted the sources marked with an *, she chose to ignore these sources in 

favor of her deeply flawed theories. 

 

The practices of some traders during the British Regime have led some authors, including Sleeper-

Smith to make erroneous assumptions about the operation of the fur trade during the French 

Regime – in other words, Sleeper-Smith relied on evidence from the late 18th century and the 19th century 

in Canada’s Prairie Provinces and then assumed that these practices also occurred at Fort St. Joseph and 

Michilimackinac: 

 

As noted in Sylvia Van Kirk, Many Tender Ties Women in Fur Trade Society, 1670 -1870, (Norman and 

London: University of Oklahoma Press, 1980)1 during the British Regime some traders contracted a 

country marriage with a Native Woman in order to assure him of increasing his trade or having a trade 

monopoly at a small post.  Family members often encouraged the women to enter into these relationships 

so that the family was assured of an adequate supply of trade goods.   

 

As we will see when we discuss the fur trade in more detail, this strategy on the part of a trader or a 

Native or métis woman would not have resulted in any advantages during the French Regime in Fort St. 

Joseph, Michilimackinac, or Detroit. 

 

Susan Sleeper-Smith’s Misconceptions and Misstatements:  Fur Trading was banned between 1697 

– 1714.  This statement is evidence that Sleeper-Smith knew next to nothing about the Fur Trade 

under the French-Regime.    

 

Facts about the years 1697-1714: 

1640s –1700 –Abbreviated Timeline–A detailed chronology with sources can be found on the History of 

New France Page on the FCHSM website 

o 1640s and 1650s –Native Americans began to move north and west from present-day Ontario, 

Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania to avoid Iroquois attacks.  The areas where they had previously 

lived were only used as hunting grounds 

 

o 1696 – Louis XIV ordered the closure of Great Lakes Posts and Forts due to surplus furs, but he did 

not order the closure of Fort St. Louis in Illinois.  

  

                                                      
1 Although Van Kirk noted that the Jesuit missionaries at Michilimackinac wrote letters that complained about the 

fact that some traders lived with Native Women during the 17th century, these relationships did not provide them 

with any economic advantages.  During the French Regime, while some French-Canadians had illegitimate children 

by Native Americans during the French Regime, the majority of the French Canadians who had children by Native 

Americans were married by a missionary at Fort St. Joseph, Michilimackinac, or Detroit as soon as possible.  Some 

even travelled from their posts to Michilimackinac in order to marry and have their children baptized.  All of Van 

Kirk’s detailed discussions regarding the relationships between a person with European Ancestry and a Native 

Woman and the economic or other motivations for their country marriages are based on British sources during the 

British Regime in Canada and not relevant to the French Regime. 
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o 1697 – Louis XIV changed his mind about closing the Great Lakes Posts and Forts in order to 

maintain the alliances with New France’s Allies, but he forbad the commandants and officers from 

taking part in the fur trade.  

 

o 1697 – Governor Frontenac disobeyed Louis XIV’s orders and closed Fort Frontenac, Fort St. Joseph, 

and Michilimackinac because he felt that the commandants and officers could not exist on their 

salaries alone.  Fort Frontenac was re-opened in 1699 after Frontenac’s death.  

  

o 1700 – The Company of the Colony (Compagnie de la Colonie) was formed and given the monopoly 

of the fur trade in New France.   

 

o 31 May 1701– Louis XIV pardoned the traders who fled to the Mississippi Valley following 

Frontenac’s closure of the Great Lakes Posts and Forts.   

 

o 24 July 1701 –Antoine de Lamothe, sieur de Cadillac founded Detroit. 

 

o July and August 1701 – Governor Callière held the Great Peace of Montréal and invited New 

France’s Allies to settle in Detroit.  

 

o 31 October 1701 – Governor Callière and Intendant Champigny turned over management and control 

of the fur trade at Fort Frontenac and Fort Pontchartrain (Detroit) to the Company of the Colony. 

 

o 1697 – 1714 – During this period, hundreds of voyageurs, including Native Men, were hired to travel 

to the Great Lakes and Mississippi Valley  

o See Massicotte, pp. 205-216.  The fact that Sleeper-Smith consulted Massicotte and that 

Massicotte indexes these engagements provides evidence that Sleeper-Smith chose to ignore 

the documentary evidence in favor of her own misguided theories.   

o Idle, pp. 11-57 discusses the period from 1691-1716 in great detail with copious footnotes.  

We know that Sleeper-Smith also consulted Idle, but once again, she chose to ignore the 

documentary evidence in favor of her of her own theories that have absolutely no basis in 

fact. 

o Gail Moreau-DesHarnais and Diane Wolford Sheppard, Le Détroit du Lac Érie 1701-1710 

(Royal Oak, Michigan: The French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan, 2016), (Vol.1), 

pp. 282-368, hereafter, Moreau-DesHarnais and Wolford Sheppard,  The Contracts Chapter 

of this book covers the years 1701-1710 and translates or summarizes the contracts related to 

the fur trade during the period.  The 86 pages of this chapter provide ample evidence that the 

fur trade was not banned, as Sleeper-Smith alleges during the period 1697-1714.   

 

Susan Sleeper-Smith’s Misconceptions and Misstatements about the Fur Trade and Catholic Kin 

Networks from 1696 –1714 (pp. 42-44) –No sources are offered for any of these statements!  They are 

just her opinions –as we will see, her opinions are deeply flawed. 

 

“The Catholic kin network that appeared during the years of the fur trade ban, 1697-1714, was firmly 

established by the time many of the western posts were reopened between 1718-1720. 

 

“Entry into the eighteenth-century trade was increasingly governed by Catholic kin networks, rather than 

by the regulating authorities of New France government.  

 

“Without kin and allies, one could neither govern nor trade.” 

 

Facts about “Catholic Kin Networks” 
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o I have found that 196 Fur-Trade Families or Military Expedition Families travelled to the Great Lakes 

during the 17th Century. 

 

o They did not appear “during the years of the fur trade ban, 1697-1714” as alleged by Sleeper-Smith.  

See the Fur Trade Page on the FCHSM website. 

o For many families, individuals continued to be involved in the fur trade, others became officers 

assigned to the Great Lakes’ Posts during the 18th century, and additional members were added to the 

families. 

Contrary to Sleeper-Smith’s allegations that “Catholic Kin Networks” and métis women controlled 

the fur trade, the following individuals controlled the fur trade during the French Regime:  

 

o The Governor and Intendant issued licenses (congés) from 1681-1696 and 1715-1760, and also 

granted permissions during the 18th century; 

 

o The Company of the Colony (from 1700-1706 when it collapsed; the Company turned over control of 

Detroit to Cadillac in 1705); 

 

o The commandants of a post; 

 

o Merchants who leased the post from the commandants; during the period of their lease, they had 

exclusive rights or a monopoly to the trade at the post. 

 

Individuals who were authorized to hire voyageurs and send a certain number of canoes to a post: 

o Individuals who had been granted or purchased a license (congé), as well as those who had been 

granted permission by the Governor or Intendant. 

o Licenses and permissions both required that a list of voyageurs be registered in Montréal and 

carried with the license or permission; 

o Individuals who violated the provisions of the license or permission were subject to arrest and 

could be punished with six-months imprisonment. 

 

Evidence of involvement in the fur trade includes the following 

Official Records: 
o permissions, 

o licenses (congés), 

o leases, 

o and correspondence. 

 

Documents found in notary or merchant records: 

o engagements, obligations, powers of attorney, societies, partnerships and associations, and merchant 

invoices. 

o Representative examples have been uploaded to the Fur Trade Page on the FCHSM website. 

o If an individual is not named in any of the official records or documents listed above, there is no 

evidence that they “controlled the fur trade” or were even involved in the fur trade at a particular 

location.   

 

Prior to discussing Sleeper-Smith’s allegations that Indian and métis Women controlled the fur 

trade at Fort St. Joseph, we will first discuss the numerous factual and cultural errors about the 

Réaume and Chevalier families. 
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The Jean Baptiste Réaume – Symphorose Ouaouagoukoué Family: a complete profile of the 

family with images from parish records can be found on the FCHSM website on the following 

pages: Fort St. Joseph, Michilimackinac, and Detroit métis Families.   
 

Jean Baptiste Réaume, son of René Réaume and Marie Chevreau, married Symphorose 

Ouaouagoukoué, a Native American, during the 1710s.  Although their marriage record is no longer 

extant, based on the fact that Jean Baptiste Réaume was documented to have been a trader and interpreter 

at present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin, from 1718 – 1726,2 Jean Baptiste Réaume probably met and 

married his wife while he was a trader and interpreter at Green Bay.   

 

Susan Sleeper-Smith, p. 43 contends that Symphorose Ouaouagoukoué was an Illinois, but she does not 

cite any sources to support this contention.   

 

There is absolutely no evidence to support this assertion; therefore, all allegations regarding how Marie 

Madeleine Réaume was raised should be discarded.  When reading Sleeper-Smith’s articles or book, it 

wise to keep the following statement made by Sleeper-Smith herself from Indian Women and French Men 

in mind: “We often know very little about these individuals.  In most instances, the jumble of names is 

difficult even to sort out.” p. 50.  

 

Rather than an Illinois, it is much more likely that Symphorose Ouaouagoukoué (or ouaouagoukwé)3 was 

a member of one of the tribes that lived in present-day Wisconsin, especially those who lived around the 

area of present-day Green Bay during the 1710s, including but not limited to the Fox, Mascouten, Sac, 

Menominee.  Miami language scholar Michael McCafferty believes that the /g/ in her name 

ouaouagoukwé makes it more likely that she was from the Ojibwa, Ottawa, or Potawatomi Tribes than 

from the Miami-Illinois.4   

 

                                                      
2 E.Z. Massicotte, “Répertoire des engagements pour l’ouest conservés dans les Archives Judiciares de Montréal 

(1670-1778),” Rapport de L’archiviste de la Province de Québec pour 1929-1930 (Québec: Rédempti Paradis, 

1930), hereafter RAPQ1930, pp. 224, 228, 248, 255, 273]. 
3 Readers who have viewed the actual parish records know that the priests recorded French Canadian names with a 

wide variety of spellings.  The same is true of Native-American names. 
4 23 August 2014 Michael McCafferty e-mail to Suzanne Boivin Sommerville.  Michael McCafferty is the author of 

Native American Place-Names of Indiana (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2008).  



Susan Sleeper-Smith, Indian Women and French Men – A Review  

Diane Wolford Sheppard, © 2015, 2018 – All Rights Reserved 

6 

 
Portion of Vincenzo Coronelli’s 1688 map Partie occidentale du Canada ou de la Nouvelle France. . . . 5 

The Fort des Miamis shown on the southeast coast of Lake Michigan was the fort founded by René 

Robert Cavelier, sieur de La Salle.  Note that the Fox / Renard / Outouagami./ Mesquakie lived northwest 

of Baye des Puants / Green Bay 

 

For the movement of Native-American Tribes or Nations, please see my article: Native Americans – A 

Quick Reference and Research Guide on the Native American’s Page on our website  

 

While the Potawatomi are shown on this map as living near present-day Green Bay, the following 

statement from my article adds historical perspective: In 1667, Claude Allouez, S.J., met 300 Potawatomi 

warriors at Chequamegon Bay (on Lake Superior, in present-day Wisconsin).  In 1670, a portion of the 

Tribe lived on the islands at the mouth of present-day, Green Bay, Wisconsin, near the Jesuit mission of 

St. François Xavier.  By the end of the 17th century, the Tribe had settled on the Milwaukee River near 

present-day Chicago and near Fort St. Joseph (near present-day Niles, Michigan). 

 

                                                      
5 Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/index.html), Accueil, Collections 

Collection, numérique Cartes et plans.  Vincenzo Coronelli was a Franciscan monk who constructed two globes for 

Louis XIV; he received the information used for his globes and maps from explorers such as Robert Cavelier, sieur 

de La Salle, cartographers such as Jean Baptiste Louis Franquelin, and missionaries.  See the exhibit of the globes at 

bibliothèque nationale de France http://expositions.bnf.fr/globes/index.htm  

http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/index.html
http://www.banq.qc.ca/
http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/
http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/
http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/collection_numerique/
http://expositions.bnf.fr/globes/index.htm
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Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin’s 1755 map of the Great Lakes available from BAnQ 

Note that at this time, the Huron Village was actually located on the Canadian Side of the Detroit River6  

Note that the Fox / Renard / Outouagami./ Mesquakie lived northwest of Baye des Puants / Green Bay 

 

We simply do not know Symphorose’s Tribal origins.  While some readers might think that it does not 

matter if Susan Sleeper-Smith misidentified Symphorose Ouaouagoukoué’s Tribe or Nation, it does 

matter because Sleeper-Smith makes assertions about how Jean Baptiste Réaume and Symphorose 

Ouaouagoukoué’s, daughter Marie Madeleine Réaume was raised.  While there are certain similarities to 

the culture of many Tribes or Nations, the differences may include any of the following cultural issues, 

such as: Language, Inheritance and whether the tribe was Patrilineal or Matrilineal, Shelter, Agricultural, 

Fishing, and Hunting Practices, Manufacturing, Travel and Transportation, Ceremonies, Rituals, Political 

Organization, and Warfare.7 

 

When Sleeper-Smith declared that Symphorose Ouaouagoukoué was an Illinois, she didn’t consider the 

political alliances that existed in the 18th century.  The 1701 Great Peace of Montréal did not end all tribal 

differences and wars.  For example, in 1712 the Illinois came to the aid of Detroit’s Native Residents 

                                                      
6 See Suzanne Boivin Sommerville’s article Bob-Lo Island, the Huron, and the French Canadians on the Detroit 

River Region page on the FCHSM website.  
7 William C. Sturtevant and Bruce Trigger, Handbook of North American Indians (Washington, D.C., The 

Smithsonian Institution, 1978), Vol. 15,   
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when they attacked the Fox and Mascouten.8  Warfare continued throughout the 1720s and 1730s.  Since 

Jean Baptiste Réaume was documented to have lived in present-day Green Bay during the 1710s and 

1720s, it is unlikely that he would have been employed as an interpreter or worked as a trader if he had an 

Illinois wife. 

 

Jean Baptiste Réaume and Symphorose Ouaouagoukoué had at least four and possibly five children.   

Although the earliest baptisms and marriages at Michilimackinac are no longer extant, extracts from the 

earliest registers of Ste. Anne’s, Mackinac, were recorded in a simple list.  For most baptisms, only the 

name of the father was listed.  For most marriages, only the name of the husband was listed.  Full entries 

for baptisms that list both parents and the godparents do not start until 24 October 1741.  Full entries for 

marriages do not start until 21 [or 31] July 1744, although the pages from the full marriage entries are 

torn.  Therefore, sources for baptisms and marriages presented here are often from Jetté, PRDH-IGD, or 

the transcriptions of the Ste. Anne, Mackinac records rather than an image from the original records that 

is often just one line.   

 

Children of Jean Baptiste Réaume and Symphorose Ouaouagoukoué: 
1. Marie Madeleine Réaume was probably their oldest child; her exact birth date and location are not 

known.  On 7 March 1729, Jean Baptiste Réaume’s daughter Marie Réaume was godmother to Joseph 

Baron, the legitimate son of Jean Baptiste Baron and Marie Catherine 8ejioukoue [Jetté, p. 971 – only 

cites the reference].  The spelling of Marie Catherine’s name on the actual Fort St. Joseph record is 

Ouékioukoué (formerly Sagatchioua), an Illinois.  See Suzanne Boivin Sommerville’s “My Relatives 

at Fort St. Joseph.9”].   

 

Marie Madeleine Réaume married Augustin Larchevêque 13 September 1731 in Michilimackinac 

[PRDH-IGD, # 25594].  Marie Madeleine Réaume married Louis Thérèse Chevalier before 28 May 

1752.   

 

2. Judith Réaume was baptized 27 June 1725 in Ste. Anne’s, Mackinac [Jetté, p. 971].  Judith 

Réaume’s ultimate fate is not known. 

 

3. Marie Josèphe Réaume married Jean Baptiste Jourdain, circa 1746 in Michilimackinac [PRDH-

IGD, # 25594].   

 

4. Suzanne Réaume married Charles Joseph Personne dit Lafond 1 July 1747 in Michilimackinac 

[Ste Anne, Mackinac, CD, Marriages 1725-1749, p. 7].   

 

                                                      
8 See The Fox May 1712 attack on Detroit articles by Suzanne Boivin Sommerville, and Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, 

Diane Wolford Sheppard, and Sharon Kelley, in the April 2012 issue of Michigan’s Habitant Heritage  
9 See the Fort St. Joseph Page on the FCHSM website.   
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Marriage of Suzanne Réaume and Charles Joseph Personne dit Lafond 

 

Jean Baptiste Réaume also had a son by a woman named Marie Anne; her surname may have been 

Thomas.  See the article cited below about her identity. 

 

5. Jean Baptiste Réaume signed a marriage contract with Félicité Javillon dite Lafeuillade, daughter 

of Louis Javillon dit Lafeuillade and Marie Anne Fafard, 3 September 1747 [Suzanne Boivin 

Sommerville, The Marriage Contract of Jean Baptiste Réaume fils and Félicité Javillon dite 

Lafeillade,10].  It does not appear that the couple married.11      

 

On 15 August 1754, Jean Baptiste Réaume, interpreter at La Baye [present-day Green Bay, 

Wisconsin], married Marie Matchi8agaK8at, a folle avoine [Menominee] with whom he had lived 

for two years at Ste. Anne’s, Mackinac.  The couple recognized their son Jean Baptiste Réaume as 

legitimate [Ste Anne, Mackinac, CD, Marriages 1750-1775, image 9].  The image of their marriage 

appears below. 

 

 

                                                      
10 See the Michilimackinac Page on the FCHSM website.  
11 Marie Angélique Félicité Javillon married Pierre Lamoureux dit St. Germain circa 1754.  See Suzanne Boivin 

Sommerville, My Relatives at Fort St. Joseph on the Fort St. Joseph Page on the FCHSM website.   
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Marriage of Jean Baptiste Réaume and Marie Matchi8agaK8at 

 

Evidence that Jean Baptiste Réaume lived at present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin, from 1718 to 

1726:   

In addition to Susan Sleeper-Smith’s error in stating that Symphorose Ouaouagoukoué was an Illinois, 

she also misrepresented Jean Baptiste Réaume’s history in the fur trade and where he lived.  “. . . Marie 

Madeleine’s father, Jean Baptiste Réaume, also lived and traded in Illinois Country.  In 1720, he moved 

to Fort St. Joseph and, by 1732, he had relocated to Green Bay. . . .  [p. 45].   

 

There is no evidence that Jean Baptiste Réaume ever lived or traded in Illinois or moved to Fort St. 

Joseph in 1720.   

 

In fact, from 1718 – 1726, obligations to merchants and permissions granted by the governor indicated 

that he was trading at la Baye, present-day Green Bay, and an interpreter there from at least 1722.12  In 

addition, Jean Baptiste Réaume’s name only appears once in the St. Joseph Register.  On 7 March 1729, 

his daughter Marie Réaume was godmother to Joseph Baron, the legitimate son of Jean Baptiste Baron 

and Marie Catherine 8ejioukoue or Ouékioukoué. 

 

Following are brief summaries of the obligations and permissions which prove that Jean Baptiste Réaume 

was trading at Green Bay prior to his transfer to Fort St. Joseph in 1728 or 1729: 

o On 12 June 1718, Jean Baptiste Réaume acknowledged that he owed Pierre de Lestage 1185 livres for 

equipment for his voyage to la Bay [Raimbault, père] [RAPQ1930, p. 224]. 

o On 12 August 1718, Jean Baptiste Réaume acknowledged that he owned Pierre de Lestage 536 livres, 

6 sols, 9 deniers for equipment for his voyage to la Bay [Raimbault, père] [RAPQ1930, p. 228]. 

                                                      
12 RAPQ1930, pp. 224, 228, 248, 255, 273.  We know that Sleeper-Smith had access to these records because she 

cited them in connection with Marie Madeleine Réaume. 
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o 4 September 1722, Governor Vaudreuil granted Louis Saint-Cerny permission for one canoe and four 

men to bring Jean Baptiste Réaume, interpreter at la Baye poste, the merchandise and provisions 

needed at the poste [RAPQ, Congé et Permis,13 p. 200]. 

o On 25 May 1725, Robert Réaume, representing Jean Baptiste Réaume, interpreter for the king at the 

post of la Baie de Sakis [Sauk], acknowledged he had received merchandise worth 4821 livres, 14 

sols, 6 deniers from Charles Nolan de Lamarque that would be transported to his brother at le Baie 

[Raimbault, père] [RAPQ1930, p. 248]. 

o On April 25 1726, the Governor granted Pierre Ducharme permission for one canoe, four men, and 

two child passengers, to leave with the convoy commanded by Sieur Duplessis for la Baye and to 

bring Réaume, the interpreter the necessities, provisions, and effects needed at the post [RAPQ, 

Congé et Permis, p. 212]. 

o On 25 May 1726, Louis Ducharme, an associate of Jean Baptiste Réaume, acknowledged that he had 

received 4833 livres, 9 sols, 6 deniers from Charles Nolan de Lamarque, a merchant, for equipping 

the canoes that would be sent to the post of la Baye [Raimbault, père] [RAPQ1930, p. 255]. 

o On 28 June 1729, Governor Beauharnois granted sieur Réaume, interpreter for the King at River 

Saint-Joseph permission to depart in one canoe with five men to return to River Saint-Joseph and to 

continue his services as interpreter [RAPQ, Congé et Permis, p. 219]. 

o On 30 June 1729, Jean Baptiste Réaume acknowledged that he owed Charles Nolan de Lamarque 

4000 livres payable in beaver or other furs [Raimbault, fils] [RAPQ1930, p. 273]. 

 

 

Réaume – Larchevêque and Réaume – Chevalier Families:  

Marie Madeleine Réaume married Augustin Larchevêque, son of Jean Baptiste Larchevêque and 

Catherine Delaunay, 13 September 1731 in Michilimackinac [PRDH # 25594; 17743].  They had nine 

children.  Augustin Larchevêque, père, died before his son’s baptism at Michilimackinac.  

 

Marie Madeleine Réaume married Louis Thérèse Chevalier, son of Jean Baptiste Chevalier and Marie 

Françoise Alavoine, before 28 May 1752, the date that their natural son was conditionally baptized at 

Michilimackinac.   

 

Not being content to make Symphorose Ouaouagoukoué an Illinois, Susan Sleeper-Smith also asserts that 

Louis Thérèse Chevalier’s mother Françoise Alavoine was a Native-American.  Contrary to Sleeper-

Smith’s contention, Françoise Alavoine was not a Native American.14   

 

“Louis Chevalier lived in a household typical of many Great Lakes traders: Catholic, matrifocal, and the 

type of Native household in which his wife [Marie Madeleine Réaume] had been raised.  Women 

processed peltry, produced an annual agricultural surplus, and produced such fur trade items as 

snowshoes.”  (p. 60)  

 

While it is true that these cultural practices were common to many Native Tribes or Nations, there is 

absolutely no evidence that Marie Madeleine Réaume or Marie Françoise Alavoine, processed 

peltry or produced such fur trade items as snowshoes. 
 

Following is an example of the misunderstandings that can result when you make an assumption 

about culture and history.  Sleeper-Smith contends “French extended families lived together in one 

house . . . or indigenous-style longhouses”  “Mixed ancestry descendants, adopted and integrated 

                                                      
13 E.Z. Massicotte, “Congé et Permis Déposés ou Enregistrés a Montréal sous Le Régime Français,” Rapport de 

L’archiviste de la Province de Québec pour 1921-1922 (Québec: Ls-A. Proulx, 1922), hereafter RAPQ, Congé et 

Permis. 
14 See the profile of the Chevalier family on the Michilimackinac Page on the FCHSM website. :  
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into clans, lived among the Indians” p. 55 – there is no evidence that this occurred at Fort St. Joseph or 

Michilimackinac.  In fact, when Michel Chartier de Lotbinière visited Michilimackinac in 1749, he noted 

the following: “[T]here are ten French families in the fort among whom three are mixed blood. . . .”15 

Lotbinière also drew a map of the Fort and named its residents including the métis or “mixed blood” 

families.  The image of the map appears below the images of the recreated longhouse and the recreated 

Chevalier home at Michilimackinac.  

 

Recreated longhouse – courtesy of Ontario 

Archaeology 

 

Loraine DiCerbo’s photo of the recreated Chevalier 

house at Michilimackinac 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Charier de Lotbinière’s 1749 Map of Michilimackinac 

 

                                                      
15 Keith R. Widder, Beyond Pontiac’s Shadow – Michilimackinac and the Anglo-Indian War of 1763 (East Lansing 

and Mackinac, Michigan: Michigan State University Press and Mackinac State Historic Parks, 2013), p. 58.  You 

can view the map in Suzanne Boivin Sommerville’s article: Michel Chartier de Lotbinière’s 1749 Map of 

Michilimackinac on the Michilimackinac Page on the FCHSM website.  
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Once again, Sleeper-Smith ignores the primary evidence in favor of an article that better suits her view of 

history – a source that discusses an Indian trading town known as the Glaize that was located about fifty 

miles southwest of present-day Toledo, Ohio, in 1792.  As we have already discussed, relying on sources 

that discuss cultural practices from another location or time period often results in erroneous assumptions. 

 

Susan Sleeper-Smith also asserts that Marie Madeleine Réaume was an active fur trader.  Her 

allegations include the following:  

o Speaking about Marie Madeleine Réaume, Sleeper-Smith notes the following “throughout her life 

she was an active fur trade participant. . . .” [p. 44].  

o “During the 1850s [sic], there was a dramatic increase in the number of furs harvested in the St. 

Joseph River Valley.  More engagements or contracts for hiring canoemen were issued for Fort St. 

Joseph during this period than in any previous period [cites Idle, and Massicotte].  Thus, fur exports, 

increased when the L’archevêque-Chevalier kin network and their Potawatomi allies controlled the 

trade.” p. 50.  

 

Facts: there is no evidence that Marie Madeleine Réaume or her husbands were active in, or controlled, 

the fur trade at Fort St. Joseph.  See the previous discussion about the fur trade.  In fact, Sleeper-Smith 

cited Idle and Massicotte for her assertions which might lead people to believe that these sources support 

Sleeper-Smith statement that Marie Madeleine Réaume and her family controlled the fur trade.  When 

you examine the sources, however, you will be find that neither source name Marie Madeleine Réaume or 

her family as being involved in the fur trade.  See the Fort St. Joseph Page on the FCHSM website for of 

the individuals who were involved in the fur trade at Fort St. Joseph. 

 

Sleeper-Smith continued her allegations, when she stated: 

 

The agricultural surplus produced by Native women also supported the military 

operations in the western Great Lakes.  Native women were paid to feed French soldiers 

and Indian warriors and to feed the families of those warriors temporarily garrisoned at 

Fort St. Joseph. 

 

For example, before she married Louis Chevalier, Madeleine Réaume L’archevêque can 

be traced in the official reimbursement records of the fort.  Madeleine supplied the wheat, 

oats, and corn needed by the St. Joseph commandant in the fight against the Chickasaw.”  

Traders were now brokers of foodstuffs as well as furs.  [emphasis added] p. 76.  

 

Rather than supporting Sleeper-Smith’s assertion that Marie Madeleine Réaume was a trader; instead, it 

demonstrates that she did not understand this critical period in New France’s history. 

 

The Certificates and Memoires issued between 1739 –1750 

 

During the period from 1739 –1750, the commandants of the posts in the Great Lakes ordered some 

of their residents to provide goods and services for the “benefit of the King” due to the following 

circumstances:  
o campaigns against the Chickasaw, 

o King George’s War(1744-1748) – During this period numerous French ships carrying supplies to 

New France were unable to reach Québec 

o The British encouraged New France’s allies to attack Detroit and the posts in the Great Lakes 

The individuals or companies supplying goods or services submitted a statement listing the goods or 

services provided so that they could be reimbursed. 
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Many of the goods and services were supplied to Native Americans, their families, or for their benefit. 

 

For a more detailed discussion of this period, see the Military Page on the FCHSM website where you 

will find the following: 

o A detailed timeline for the period 1739-1750; 

o A list of the types of goods and services supplied; 

o A list of the people who supplies these goods and services in Detroit and Fort St. Joseph 

 

 
The above reference from Sleeper-Smith actually was a reference to food that Augustin Larchevêque 

supplied to the commandant for the war against the Chickasaw.  The following document was 

downloaded from Library and Archives Canada, Mikan #3068840.    
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Marie Madeleine Réaume’s contribution: On 15 May 1746, Marie Madeleine Réaume, widow Larche 

filed a memoire regarding the items she furnished on 15 September 1745.  Her contribution included a fat 

pig worth 100 livres; a cow worth 120 livres; 4 pairs of "Raquettes" (snow shoes) at 10 livres each, equals 

40 livres; and a birchbark canoe at 80 livres – translated by Suzanne Boivin Sommerville.  Reference: 

Library and Archives Canada – Mikan # 3074768.  

 
 

 



Susan Sleeper-Smith, Indian Women and French Men – A Review  

Diane Wolford Sheppard, © 2015, 2018 – All Rights Reserved 

16 

Additional Facts: 1. As already noted, there is no proof in the way of documentary evidence that 

Madeleine Réaume was a fur trader; 2. Although Marie Madeleine Réaume supplied items traditionally 

associated with Native Americans, there is no evidence that she made the snow shoes or canoe.  3. As 

already noted, other individuals at Fort St. Joseph also supplied foodstuffs and merchandise to the 

commandant.  See the list on the Military Page on the FCHSM website..   

 

French Canadian and Native Women were documented to have been involved in the Fur Trade 

under the French Regime, but Marie Madeleine Réaume was not one of those women! 
Their involvement included 

investments, including becoming shareholders of the Company of the Colony; 

acting as engageurs; 

handling the business affairs of others, including their husbands; and 

acting as an agent of a merchant. 

 

A list of these women have been uploaded to the Fur Trade Page on the FCHSM website. 

 

 

 


