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Gail F. Moreau-DesHarnais, Diane Wolford Sheppard, Suzanne Boivin Sommerville, FCHSM members 

 

Pertaining to Michilimackinac, Détroit, Rivière-aux-Raisins (River Raisin, present-day Monroe, 

Michigan), Fort St-Joseph (Niles, Michigan), and Grosse Pointe.  [For a comprehensive bibliography of 

French Canadians in Michigan by John P. DuLong, see Michigan’s Habitant Heritage, Vol. 24, #2 and 

#4, April and October 2003.]   

 

Books marked with an asterisk are highly recommended.   

 

Adams, Diane L., Lead Seals from Fort Michilimackinac, 1715 – 1781 (Archaeological Completion 

Report Series.  Number 14.  Mackinac Island, Michigan: Mackinac State Historic Parks, 1989). 

 

Anderson, Fannie, Doctors under Three Flags (Detroit, Wayne State University Press, 1951). 

 

Armour, David A., editor, Attack at Michilimackinac 1763  Alexander Henry’s Travels and Adventures in 

Canada and the Indian Territories between the years 1760 and 1764 (Mackinac Island, 

Michigan:  Mackinac Island State Park Commission, 1971). 

 

Armour, David A., and Keith R. Widder, At the Crossroads: Michilimackinac during the American 

Revolution (Mackinac Island: Mackinac Island State Park Commission, 1986).  

 

Armour, David A., and Keith R. Widder, Michilimackinac: A Handbook to the Site (Mackinac Island, 

Michigan: Mackinac State Historic Parks, 1990, Revised Edition). 

 

Armour, David A. (text), Dirk Gringhuis, Patricia Hogg, Eric Manders (artists), Fort Michilimackinac 

Sketch Book (Mackinac Island, Michigan: Michigan Island State Park Commission, revised and 

enlarged edition: 1988).  Intended for children. 

 

Au, Dennis M., “A French Blacksmith on the River Raisin.”  Michigan History 73, no. 3 (May/June 

1989), pp. 12 – 17. 

 

Au, Dennis M., “Marie Thérèse Lasselle.”  Michigan History 76, no. 4 (July/August 1992), pp. 13 – 17. 

 

Au, Dennis M. and Joanna Brode, “The Lingering Shadow of New France: The French-Canadian 

Community of Monroe County, Michigan.”  In Michigan Folklife Reader (East Lansing: 

Michigan State University Press, 1987). 

 

Back, Francis, “The Dress of the First Voyageurs, 1650 – 1715,” The Museum of the Fur Trade Quarterly 

(Chadron, Nebraska, 2000). 

 

Bald, F. Clever, Detroit’s First American Decade, 1796 to 1805 (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan 

Press, 1948). 

 

Bald, F. Clever, The Great Fire of 1805 (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, no. 5, 1951). 

 

Bald, F. Clever, Michigan in Four Centuries (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1954). 

 

Balesi, Charles J., The Time of the French in the Heart of North America, 1673-1818 (Chicago: Alliance 

Française, 1992). 
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*Barnett, Le Roy and Roger Rosentreter, Michigan’s Early Military Forces (Detroit: Wayne State 

University Press, 2003).  This book contains military rosters from the Revolutionary War through 

the Mexican War – 1846 – 1848.  Readers should keep in mind that the rosters contain the names 

of residents of both sides of the Detroit River prior to July 1796 when the British surrendered 

Detroit to the Americans.   

 

Beers, Henry Putney, The French & British in the Old Northwest – A Bibliographical Guide to Archive 

and Manuscript Sources (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1964). 

 

Bénéteau, Marcel, editor, Le Passage du Détroit: 300 ans de présence francophone / Passages: Three 

Centuries of Francophone Presence at Le Détroit (Windsor: University of Windsor: 2003). 

 

Bénéteau, Marcel and Peter Halford, Mots choisis: trois cents ans de francophonie au Détroit du lac Érié 

(Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press, 2008). 

 

Bougainville, Louis Antoine de and Edward P. Hamilton, editor, Adventure in the Wilderness – The 

American Journals of Louis Antoine de Bougainville, 1756-1760 (Norman, Oklahoma, University 

of Oklahoma Press, 1964). 

 

Boynton, Brother James, S. J., Fishers of Men: The Jesuit Mission at Mackinac 1670 -1765 (Mackinac 

Island, Michigan: Ste. Anne’s Church, 1996). 

 

Bréhant de Galinée, René François Dollier de Casson, and James H. Coyne (translator and editor), 

Exploration of the Great Lakes, 1669-1670, Galinée’s Narrative and Map (Toronto, Ontario: 

Ontario Historical Society, 1903).  

 

Brunsman, Denver and Joel Stone, editors, Revolutionary Detroit: Portraits in Political and Cultural 

Change 1760-1805 (Detroit, Michigan: Detroit Historical Society, 2009). 

 

Brunsman, Denver, Douglas D. Fisher, and Joel Stone, editors, Border Crossings: The Detroit River 

Region in the War of 1812 (Detroit, Michigan: Detroit Historical Society, 2012).   

 

Burton, C. M., Cadillac’s Village, or Detroit under Cadillac: With a List of Property Owners, and a 

History of the Settlement 1701 to 1710 (Detroit: by the author, 1896; republished by the Detroit 

Society for Genealogical Research, 1999).  All of Burton’s valuable works need to be read with 

caution because more modern research has refined his early contributions. 

 

Burton, C. M., The City of Detroit, Michigan, 1701 – 1922, vols. 1-5 (Detroit: S. J. Clarke, 1922). 

 

Burton, C. M., Governor and Judges Journal: Proceedings of the Land Board of Detroit (Detroit: 1915). 

 

Burton, C. M., and M. M. Quaife, editor, When Detroit Was Young: Historical Studies (Detroit: Burton 

Abstract and Title Company). 

 

Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library.  Many papers, ledgers, etc. from the early families 

are in the manuscript collection.  The Montreal Notarial documents are also available. 

 

Cadillac and the Founding of Detroit: Commemorating the Two Hundred and Seventy-Fifth Anniversary 

of the Founding of the City of Detroit by Antoine Laumet de Lamothe Cadillac on July 24, 1701,   

(Detroit: Wayne State University Press for the Detroit Historical Society, 1976). 
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*Cangany, Catherine, Frontier Seaport Detroit’s Transformation into an Atlantic Entrepôt (Chicago: The 

University of Chicago Press, 2014). 

 

Carrière, Joseph-Médard, Marcel Bénéteau, and Donald Deschênes, Contes du Détroit (Sudbury: Agora, 

2005). 

 

Carver, Jonathan and Norman Gelb, editor, Jonathan Carver’s Travels Through America 1766-1768 An 

Explorer’s Portrait of the American Wilderness (New York: John Wiley and Sons, 1993). 

 

Carver, Jonathan and John Parker, editor, The Journals of Jonathan Carver and Related Documents, 

1766-1770 (Minnesota: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1976).  This edition contains journal 

entries not contained in the previously cited book. 

 

Catton, Bruce, Michigan: A Bicentennial History (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1976). 

 

Charlevoix, S.J., Pierre François Xavier (de) and Dr. John Gilmary Shea, translator, History and General 

Description of New France (New York: Francis P. Harper, 1902), Vol. 5 

 

Chartrand, René, Canadian Military History – Volume 1 – 1000 – 1754 (Montréal, Québec: Art Global, 

Inc. 1993). 

 

*Choquette, Leslie, Frenchmen into Peasants: Modernity and Tradition in the Peopling of French 

Canada (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1997). 

 

Corporation of the Town of Detroit.  Act of Incorporation and Journal of the Board of Trustees 1802 – 

Collection (Detroit: Detroit Public Library, 1922). 

 

Crawford, Kim, The Daring Trader: Jacob Smith in the Michigan Territory, 1802-1825 (East Lansing, 

Michigan: Michigan State University Press, 2012). 

 

Cunningham, Wilbur M., Land of Four Flags – An Early History of the St. Joseph Valley (Berrien 

Springs, Michigan: Hardscrabble Books, 1973). 

 

Dean, Lawrie Cena and Margaret Kimball Brown, A Calendar of Civil Documents in Colonial Illinois) 

https://www.isas.illinois.edu/cms/one.aspx?portalId=260711&pageId=275583  

 

Delanglez, S.J., Jean, “Cadillac’s Early Years in America” Mid-America, an historical review (Chicago, 

Illinois: Loyola University, The Institute of Jesuit History, Volume 26, Number 1, January 1944), 

pp. 3-39. 

 

 “Antoine Laumet, alias Cadillac Commandant at Michilimackinac: 1694-1697” Mid-America, an 

historical review (Chicago, Illinois: Loyola University, The Institute of Jesuit History, Volume 

27, Number 2, April 1945), pp. 108-132. 

 

 “Antoine Laumet, alias Cadillac Commandant at Michilimackinac: 1694-1697” Mid-America, an 

historical review (Chicago, Illinois: Loyola University, The Institute of Jesuit History, Volume 

27, Number 3, July 1945), pp. 188-216. 

 

https://www.isas.illinois.edu/cms/one.aspx?portalId=260711&pageId=275583
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 “Antoine Laumet, alias Cadillac Commandant at Michilimackinac: 1694-1697” Mid-America, an 

historical review (Chicago, Illinois: Loyola University, The Institute of Jesuit History, Volume 

27, Number 4, October 1945), pp. 232-256. 

 

 “The Genesis and Building of Detroit” Mid-America, an historical review (Chicago, Illinois: 

Loyola University, The Institute of Jesuit History, Volume 30, Number 2, April, 1948), pp. 75-

104.  This article is accompanied by an appendix which contains a transcription of the 25 May 

1701 contract, a list of those hired between 27 May to 3 June 1701 and Delanglez’ identifications 

of many of these men from the sources available to him then. 

 

 “Cadillac at Detroit,” Mid-America, an historical review (Chicago, Illinois: Loyola University, 

The Institute of Jesuit History, Volume 30, Number 3, October 1948), pp. 152-176. 

 

 “Cadillac, Proprietor of Detroit,” Mid-America, an historical review (Chicago, Illinois: Loyola 

University, The Institute of Jesuit History, Volume 32, Number 3, July 1950), pp. 160-188. 

 

 “Cadillac, Proprietor of Detroit,” Mid-America, an historical review (Chicago, Illinois: Loyola 

University, The Institute of Jesuit History, Volume 32, Number 4, October 1950), pp. 226-258. 

 

 “Cadillac’s Last Years,” Mid-America, an historical review (Chicago, Illinois: Loyola University, 

The Institute of Jesuit History, Volume 33, Number 1, January 1951), pp. 3-42. 

 

Denissen, Fr. Christian.  Genealogy of the French Families of the Detroit River Region, 1701 (Detroit: 

Detroit Society for Genealogical Research, revised edition 1987).  Many corrections and 

refinements have been made to this work.  Be aware that the first names as found on the original 

records have been changed from their French forms into English versions. 

 

Detroit to Fort Sackville, 1778 – 1779 – The Journal of Normand MacLeod (Detroit: Wayne State 

University Press, 1978). 

 

Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 14 volumes to date (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1966). 

 

Dunbar, Willis F. and George S. May, Michigan: A History of the Wolverine State (Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1980, revised edition). 

*Dunnigan, Brian Leigh, A Picturesque Situation, Mackinac before Photography 1615 – 1860 (Detroit: 

Wayne State University Press, 2008).  Dunnigan expertly narrates the history of Mackinac 

through the hundreds of maps, paintings, and portraits that illustrate this book. 

*Dunnigan, Brian Leigh, Frontier Metropolis: Picturing Early Detroit, 1701 – 1838 (Detroit: Wayne 

State University Press, 2001).  Dunnigan has lavishly illustrated Frontier Metropolis with all of 

the known images, maps, and plans of Detroit or its residents prior to 1838.  Through these 

illustrations, he presents the history of Detroit and our ancestors. 

 

Dunnigan, Brian Leigh, “‘The Prettiest Settlement in America’: A Select Bibliography of Early Detroit 

Through the War of 1812,” The Michigan Historical Review (Special Issue Detroit 300.  Vol. 27, 

No. 1 Spring 2001: 1-20). 

 

Eccles, W. J., Frontenac – The Courtier Governor (Lincoln, Nebraska, and London: University of 

Nebraska Press, 1974). 
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Eccles, W. J., The Canadian Frontier 1534 – 1760 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1983, 

revised edition).  In his annotated bibliographies, Eccles provides evaluations of sources and 

historians.  He even revises some of his own earlier interpretations. 

 

Eccles, W. J., Essays on New France (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1987). 

 

Eccles, W. J., France in America (East Lansing, Michigan: Michigan State University Press, 1990, 

revised edition). 

 

Eckert, Allan W., A Sorrow in our Heart: the Life of Tecumseh (New York: Bantam Books, 1993).  

Although Eckert’s books are interesting to read, but not necessarily factual.  

 

Edmunds, R. David, The Potawatomis: Keepers of the Fire (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 

1978). 

 

Edmunds, R. David and Joseph L. Peyser, The Fox Wars: The Mesquakie Challenge to New France 

(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1993). 

 

Englebert, Robert and Guillaume Teasdale, editors, French and Indians in the Heart of North America, 

1630 – 1815 (East Lansing Michigan: Michigan State University Press, and Winnipeg, Manitoba: 

University of Manitoba Press, 2013). 

 

Eustice, Sally, History of the Hearth – A Colonial Michilimackinac Cookbook (Mackinac Island, 

Michigan: Mackinac State Historic Parks, 1997). 

 

*Evans, Lynn L.M. Keys to the Past – Archaeological Treasures of Mackinac (Mackinac Island, 

Michigan: Mackinac State Historic Parks, 2003). 

 

Faribault-Beauregard, Marthe.  La population des forts français d’Amérique (XVIIIe siècle), Tome 1  

(Montréal: Éditions Bergeron, 1982).  Faribault-Beauregard can be used as a starting point for 

researching in this index/transcription to the parish records contained in this volume.  However, 

readers should be aware of the fact that she made certain assumptions when identifying the 

individuals named in her index/transcription and does not indicate when she made these 

assumptions or why they were made. 

 

Farmer, Silas, History of Detroit and Wayne County and Early Michigan: A Chronological Cyclopedia of 

the Past and Present (Detroit: Gale Research Co., original edition, 1890, 1969, 3rd edition, 

revised and enlarged).  Like Burton’s work or any other source published in the 19th and early 

parts of the 20th century, readers should consult those marked with an * 

 

Fasquelle, Ethel Rowan, When Michigan Was Young: The Story of Its Beginnings, Early Legends, and 

Folklore (AuTrain, Michigan: Avery Color Studios, 1991, reprint) 

 

Fournier, Marcel, editor, Les Officiers des Troupes de La Marine au Canada 1683-1760 (Montréal: 

Septention, 2017). 

 

Gallup, Andrew, editor, The Céloron Expedition to the Ohio Country 1749: The Reports of Pierre-Joseph 

Céloron and Father Bonnecamps (Bowie, Maryland: Heritage Books, Inc., 1997). 

 

Gousse, Suzanne and André Gousse, Costume in New France from 1740 to 1760 – A Visual Dictionary 

(Chambly, Fleur de Lyse: 1997). 



Bibliography: Michigan, the Great Lakes, and the Detroit River Region - 17th century – mid 19th Century  

Gail F. Moreau-DesHarnais, Diane Wolford Sheppard, Suzanne Boivin Sommerville © 2014, 2018 – All Rights Reserved 
 

 6 

 

Halford, Peter W., Le français des Canadiens à la veille de la conquête – Témoinage du père Pierre 

Philippe Potier, S.J. (Ottawa: Les Presses de l’Université d’Ottawa, 1994). 

 

Hamil, Fred Coyne, The Valley of the Lower Thames 1640 to 1850 (Toronto, Ontario: University of 

Toronto Press, reprinted 1973). 

 

Hamlin, Marie Caroline Watson, Legends of Le Détroit (Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1977 reprint of 1884 

edition).  Readers should not rely on the legends or the genealogy material as factual; consulting 

the books marked with an asterisk will provide much more accurate information regarding the 

history of Detroit.  Readers should also keep in mind that Hamlin herself calls her stories 

“legends”. 

 

Havard, Gilles and Phyllis Aronoff and Howard Scott (translators) The Great Peace of Montreal of 1701 

– French-Native Diplomacy in the Seventeenth Century (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s 

University Press, 2001). 

 

Havard, Gilles, Empire et Métissages Indiens et Français dans le Pays d’en Haut, 1660-1715 (Montréal: 

Septentrion, 2nd edition (2017). 

 

Havighurst, Walter, Three Flags at the Straits: The Forts of Mackinac (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 

Prentice Hall, 1966). 

 

Hayes, Derek, America Discovered (Vancouver: Douglas and McIntyre, 2004). 

 

Historical Atlas of the United States (Berkeley, Los Angeles and London: University of 

California Press, 2007). 

 

Henry, Alexander, and Milo Milton Quaife, editor, Alexander Henry's Travels and adventures in the 

years 1760-1776 (Chicago, R. R. Donnelley & sons company, 1921). 
 

Horsman, Reginald, Frontier Detroit 1760 – 1812.  (“Michigan in Perspective” Conference, Occasional 

Publication No.1: 1964). 

 

*Idle, Dunning, The Fort of the St. Joseph River During the French Régime 1679-1761 (South Bend, 

Indiana: Support the Fort, Inc., 2003).  Dunning Idle’s PhD. dissertation originally published in 

1946 is one of the two recommended books about Fort St. Joseph (also see the entry for Joseph L. 

Peyser’s Letters from New France).  Idle divided the book/dissertation into chronological 

chapters which cover the commandants, the missionaries, the soldiers, families, traders, and 

Native Americans of Fort St. Joseph.  For the periods following the re-opening of the Forts of 

New France, he provides references to families named in parish records, tables covering the 

trading contracts, as well as references to administrative correspondence and orders.  The book 

includes copious endnotes. 

 

Jouve, Odoric, Dictionnaire biographique des Récollets missionnaires en Nouvelle-France (Québec: Les 

Éditions Bellarmin, 1996). 

 

Peter Kalm, The America of 1750 Travels in North America by Peter Kalm (New York, Dover 

Publications, Inc., 1964).  Two Volumes.  Although Peter Kalm did not travel to the western 

Great Lakes, his volumes provide wonderful insight into life in North American in 1750. 
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*Kelley, Sharon A., editor, Marriage Records Ste. Anne Church Detroit 1701 – 1850 (Detroit: Detroit 

Society for Genealogical Research, 2001). 

 

Kellogg, Louise Phelps, The French Régime in Wisconsin and the Northwest (Madison: Wisconsin State 

Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1925). 

 

Kellogg, Louise Phelps, editor, Early Narratives of the Northwest 1634 – 1699 (New York: Charles 

Scribner’s Sons, 1917). 

 

Kelton, Lieut. D. H., U.S. Army, Annals of Fort Mackinac (Mackinac Island, Michigan: Mackinac State 

Historic Parks, 1992, revised edition). 

 

*Kent, Timothy J.  Birchbark Canoes of the Fur Trade (Ossineke, Michigan: Silver Fox Enterprises, 

1997). 

 

Ft. Pontchartrain at Detroit: A Guide to the Daily Lives of Fur Trade and Military Personnel, 

Settlers, and Missionaries at French Posts, Volumes I and II (Ossineke, Michigan: Silver Fox 

Enterprises, 2001).  FCHSM member Timothy Kent’s two volumes about the early history of 

Detroit provides unparalleled detail about what life was like in Detroit’s early years.  The two-

volume set includes the following chapters: Introduction; Historical Overview; Canoe 

Transportation; Provisions, Cooking, and Eating; Hunting and Warfare, Trapping and Fishing; 

Buildings, Hardware, and Furnishings; Furnishings of the Church, Vestments, and Activities of 

the Priest; Woodworking, Metalworking, and Masonryworking; Farming and Gardening; 

Clothing; Sewing, Laundry, and Cleaning; Grooming and Medical Treatments; Recreation; Trade 

and Commerce.  The appendices contain translations of 32 documents related to life and trade at 

Detroit.  Finally, Kent has illustrated the book with drawings, maps, and photographs. 

 

Phantoms of the French Fur Trade (Ossineke, Michigan: Silver Fox Enterprises, 2015). 

 

*Rendezvous at the Straits: Fur Trade and Military Activities at Fort de Buade and Fort 

Michilimackinac, 1669-1781 (Ossineke: Silver Fox Enterprises, 2004).  Kent uses maps, 

drawings, quotes from correspondence, and translations of dozens of contracts (including 52 

documents that have never been translated before) to narrate the history of Fort de Buade and 

Michilimackinac.  This book should be considered essential reading for anyone who is interested 

in the history of the Forts during the French Régime and the first 21 years of the British Regime.   

 

*Lajeunesse, Ernest J., The Windsor Border Region: Canada’s Southernmost Frontier (Toronto: 

Champlain Society, University of Toronto Press, 1960; 2010 reprint by the Essex County 

Historical Society).  In addition to introductory background information about both sides of the 

Detroit River, Lajeunesse translates 202 documents related to the history of the area, provides the 

original Latin or French Text for many of the documents that he translated into English, and 

provides appendices referring to residents of the area, such as extracts from Land Records and 

Parish Records.  Available online at:  

 https://ia800606.us.archive.org/13/items/windsorborderreg00laje/windsorborderreg00laje.pdf 

 

Lajeunesse, Ernest J. Assumption Parish 1767-1984.   

 

Lewis, G. Malcolm.  “First Nations Mapmaking in the Great Lakes Region in Intercultural Contexts: A 

Historical Review,” The Michigan Historical Review (Volume 30, No. 2, Fall 2004: pp. 1-17) 

 

https://ia800606.us.archive.org/13/items/windsorborderreg00laje/windsorborderreg00laje.pdf
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Litalien, Raymonde, Jean-François Palomino, and Denis Vaugeois, Mapping a Continent – Historical 

Atlas of North America – 1492 - 1814 (Montréal, Québec: McGill University Press and 

Septentrion in Association with Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec, 2007). 

 

Lom d’Arce baron de La Hontan, Louis Armand and Reuben Gold Thwaites (editor), New Voyages to 

North America (Chicago: A.C, McClurg and Co., 1905). 

 

Maps of Michigan and the Great Lakes 1545 – 1845 – Catalogue of an Exhibition in the Detroit Public 

Library October 13 to December 3, 1966 (Detroit: Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public 

Library: 1967). 

 

Massicotte, E. Z., “Répertoire des engagements pour l’ouest conservés dans les Archives Judiciares de 

Montréal (1670-1778),” Rapport de L’archiviste de la Province de Québec pour 1929-1930 

(Québec: Rédempti Paradis, 1930). 

 

“Congés et permis déposés ou enregistrés à Montréal sous le régime françois” Rapport de 

L’archiviste de la Province de Québec pour 1921-1922 (Québec: Rédempti Paradis, 1922). 

 

 

Mason, Philip P., Detroit, Fort Lernoult, and the American Revolution (Detroit:  Wayne State University 

Press, 1964). 

 

McDonnell, Michael, Masters of Empire –Great Lakes Indians and the Making of America (New York: 

Hill and Wang A Division of Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, 2015). 

 

McLaughlin, Shaun, The Patriot War Along the Michigan-Canada Border Raiders and Rebels 

(Charleston, SC, 2013). 

 

Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Robert Smith Printing 

Company, 1904), hereafter MPHSC, Vol. 33.  Some translations and understandings about the 

society of New France have been refined in more recent studies, especially those marked by an 

asterisk.  

 

 Historical Collections (Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford Co., 1905), Vol. 34, hereafter 

MPHSC, Vol. 34.  Some translations and understandings about the society of New France have 

been refined in more recent studies, especially those marked by an asterisk.  

 

Middleton, Richard.  “Pontiac: Local Warrior or Pan-Indian Leader?”  The Michigan Historical Review 

(Volume 32, No.2, Fall 2006: 1-32). 

 

Mitchell, Elaine Allan, Fort Temiskaming and the Fur Trade (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 

1977).  Coverage does not start until the British Regime. 

 

Morand, Lynn L.  Craft Industries at Fort Michilimackinac, 1715 – 1781 – Archeological Completion 

Report Series.  Number 15.  Mackinac Island, Michigan: Mackinac State Historic Parks, 1994. 

*Naveaux, Ralph, Invaded on all Sides (Marceline, Missouri: Walsorth Publishing Company, 2008).  

FCHSM Member, Ralph Naveaux’s book should be considered essential reading for all of those 

whose ancestors lived in Frenchtown or Monroe during the War of 1812.   
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Neil, Edward D., The history of Minnesota: from the earliest French explorations to the present time 

(Minneapolis: J.B. Lippincott & Co., 1873). 

Nicolas, Louis S.J., François-Marc Gagnon, editor, Nancy Senior, translator, Réal Ouellet, modernization,   

The Codex Canadensis and the Writings of Louis Nicolas (Tulsa, Oklahoma and Montréal: 

Gilcrease Museum and McGill-Queen’s University Press: 2011). 

Nute, Grace Lee, Caesars of the Wilderness Médard Chouart, Sieur des Groseillers and Pierre Esprit 

Radisson, 1618-1710 (New York and London: D. Appleton-Century Company Incorporated, 

1978, reprint). 

*Paré, George, The Catholic Church in Detroit, 1701 – 1888 (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 

1983, reprint).  The title of this book is somewhat deceiving, as Rev. Paré discusses 17th century 

missionary work and exploration, and his geographic coverage extends throughout the state of 

Michigan.  In addition to the historical narrative, Paré quotes extensively from primary sources, 

thereby giving readers contemporaneous historical information.  Available from the Hathi Trust: 

 https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015071402997;view=1up;seq=1  

 

Parkman, Francis, A Half-Century of Conflict, 1700-1751 (New York: Collier Books, 1966).  See the 

comments on Parkmans’s books below. 

 

Parkman, Francis.  The Oregon Trail / History of the Conspiracy of Pontiac (New York: Literary Classics 

of the United States, 1991).  Parkman is now considered more as historical fiction than as history.  

As Eccles wrote in his The Canadian Frontier, originally published in 1969: “In a class by itself 

is the epic series by Francis Parkman.… Written with a pronounced Anglo-American Protestant 

bias, they portray the inevitable victory of the forces of progress over the reactionary French 

Catholic regime in North America.  Since Parkman’s underlying premises were in accord with 

majority opinion in both the United States and Canada, his interpretation of the history of New 

France gained instant acceptance as definitive works by both American and English-speaking 

Canadians.  Despite trenchant criticism by scholars, these works emulate the phoenix.”  (p. 214) 

Which is to say that, like the mythical phoenix bird, they keep rising from the ashes of the fire 

that tried to destroy them.  When you read Parkman, enjoy his prose style, but remember that he 

is no longer considered accurate, especially in his interpretations. 

 

Pease, Theodore Calvin and Raymond C. Werner (editors), Collections of the Illinois State Historical 

Library, The French Foundations 1680-1693 (Volume 23 of the series) (Springfield, Illinois: 

Trustees of the Illinois State Historical Library, 1934), hereafter ILHC, Vol. 23. 

 

Peckham, Howard H, Pontiac and the Indian Uprising (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1994). 

  

Peyser, Joseph L. and Robert C. Myers, Fort St. Joseph, 1691 – 1781: The Story of Berrien County’s 
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Entrepreneur (East Lansing, Michigan: Michigan State University Press, 1996). 

 

*Peyser, Joseph L. (translator and editor), Letters from New France – The Upper Country 1686-1783 
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from New France . . . is the second recommended book about Fort St. Joseph (See the entry for 

Dunning Idle’s The Fort of the St. Joseph River During the French Régime 1679-1761 for the 

other recommended book).  Joseph L. Peyser presents the history of Fort St. Joseph through his 

translations of dozens of French language letters and other documents regarding Fort St. Joseph; 

his narrative provides additional historical background and perspective. 

 

*Peyser, Joseph L. (translator and editor), On the Eve of the Conquest – The Chevalier de Raymond’s 

Critique of New France in 1754 (East Lansing/Mackinac Island: Michigan State University 

Press/Mackinac State Historic Parks, 1997). 

  

*Peyser, Joseph L. (translator and editor) and José Antonio Brandão (editor and author of the 

Introduction), Edge of Empire – Documents of Michilimackinac – 1671 – 1716 (East Lansing, 

Michigan and Mackinac Island, Michigan: Michigan State University Press and Mackinac State 
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Association, Inc., 1994). 
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(http://www.genealogie.umontreal.ca/Membership/en/PRDH/Recherche/Acte), hereafter PRDH 

or PRDH-IGD. 

 

Public Archives of Canada, Edouard Richard, Archivist, Supplement to Dr. Brymner’s Report on 

Canadian Archives 1899 (Ottawa, Ontario: S.E. Dawson, 1901). 

 

Rapport de l’Archiviste de la Province de Québec (1929-1930; 1931-1932; 1933-1934; 1935-1936; 1942-

1943; 1946-1947).  Also available on a CD.  [engagements] 

 

Ray, Arthur J., Indians in the Fur Trade – Their Role as Trappers, Hunters, and Middlemen in the Lands 

Southwest of Hudson Bay, 1660-1870 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1991 edition). 

 

Register of Ste-Anne-de-Détroit (Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library.  BHC #1252, reels 

1, 2, 3). 

 

Rheault, Marcel J., La Médecine en Nouvelle-France.  Les chirurgiens de Montréal 1642-1760. (Sillery:  

Septentrion, 2004).  Includes biographies of some surgeons who were in Détroit. 

 

http://www.genealogie.umontreal.ca/Membership/en/PRDH/Recherche/Acte
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The John Hopkins University Press, 2008). 
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Great Lakes (Amherst, Massachusetts: University of Massachusetts Press, 2001).  Although 

praised by academics, Sleep-Smith’s assertions about Marie Madeleine Réaume and her “control 
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Réaume.  

 

Stark, George W., City of Destiny: The Story of Detroit (Detroit: Arnold-Powers, Inc., 1943). 
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the records.  The children who were baptized in Michilimackinac were recorded in a list; the 

names of the godparents were not recorded until 24 October 1741.  The first complete marriage 
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Todish, Timothy J. and Todd E. Harburn, A “Most Troubling Situation” The British Military and the 

Pontiac Indian Uprising of 1763-1764 (Fleishmanns, New York: Purple Mountain Press, 2006). 

 

*Toupin, Robert.  Les écrits de Pierre Potier (Ottawa: Les Presses de l’Université d’Ottawa, 1996).  In 
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*Trudel, Marcel and Micheline D’Allaire, Deux siècles d’esclavage au Québec (Montréal: Éditions 

Hurtubise HMH Ltée, 2004). Includes records from Michigan.  
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should be aware of the fact that many of the slave owners are misidentified because the author 

relied upon Donna Valley Russell’s faulty identification in her annotations to the censuses. 
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Washington, dated October 25, 1784, in the collection of the Detroit Public Library  (Detroit: The 
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Establishment of the Colony of Michilimackinac,” The Michigan Historical Review (Volume 30, 

No. 2, Fall 2004: 35-75). 

 

Woodford, Arthur M. ed., Tonnancour: Life in Grosse Pointe and along the Shores of Lake St. Clair.  

Volume 2 (Detroit: Omnigraphics, Inc., 1997).  Volume I was published in 1994) 
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Online Sources 

 

www.mackinacparks.com/                                                          

 

www.biographi.ca/EN/   (Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online) 

 

www.canadiana.org (Early Canadiana Online) 

 

FRENCH IN AMERICA CALENDAR  
See http://www.johnfishersr.net/french_in_america_calendar.html for wonderful images and maps.  

   

Electronic New France / Nouvelle-France électronique: a web site by Joseph Gagné 

https://electronicnewfrance.wordpress.com/  

 

Suzanne Boivin Sommerville’s Guidelines to Exploring the Published History of New France 

 

As you explore the published history of the French and Canadian experience in Detroit, Michigan, and 

elsewhere, keep these guidelines in mind:  

 

FIRST: Look at the date of publication of a work or of its re-publication.  As copyrights expire, older 

works are now more readily available as reprints and even on the Web.  Always remember that sources 

unavailable to a writer at the time of publication may have since become available.  As a continuation of 

this warning, judge for yourself to what extent the writer made guesses about or did not understand the 

material used to prepare the book, and to what extent biased or loaded language controls a reader’s 

response.  Prejudice and religious hatred abound in the published histories, and even in some of the 

original documents. 

 

SECOND: Look at the bibliography or list of sources used for the work.  If you see only sources 

published and translated years ago but no original research, even though the work has a twentieth- or 

twenty-first century publication date, then you will be looking at incomplete scholarship.  Some authors 

continue to rely on source material that is no longer as reliable as it was once thought to be.  

 

THIRD:  Are any of the sources French language sources?   

 

FOURTH: When you meet patronizing and even insulting references to our French and French-Canadian 

heritage, remind yourself that the writer knows no better.  Native Americans / First Nations are receiving 

a much better, more sensitive treatment recently.  Our day has yet to come.  Get into the habit of reading 

critically.  Not everything that appears in print is necessarily accurate. 

 

FIFTH: If all a writer gives is generalizations and pronouncements on a grand scale but cannot even 

respect the names of our ancestors, you can be sure that writer has not done enough serious study. 

http://www.mackinacparks.com/
http://www.biographi.ca/EN/
http://www.canadiana.org/
http://www.johnfishersr.net/french_in_america_calendar.html
https://electronicnewfrance.wordpress.com/
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SIXTH: Do your own research instead of relying on secondary sources.  Even the smallest details 

contribute to the whole.  There is much to be done about the French history of Detroit and Michigan for 

the years 1712 – 1760. 

 

 

 

 


