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Please see the introduction to this series for background information and the full citation of sources. 

 

Anderson – Knaggs Family 

John Anderson was born 20 August 1771 in Glasgow, Scotland.  He married Elizabeth Knaggs, 

daughter of George Knaggs and Rachel Schley, before 1802.  They were married by a civil magistrate 

[Denissen, Vol. I, p. 13].  Elizabeth Knaggs was born 4 January 1772 at the Miami and baptized 10 

January 1772 at Assumption.  John Anderson and Elizabeth Knaggs had three children.  He died 3 July 

1840. 

 

John Anderson owned a farm known as private claim #53, on the north side of the River Raisin, that 

measured four by forty arpents [American State Papers, p. 316]. 

 

Prior to 1 July 1796, John Anderson owned approximately 240 arpents on Otter Creek known as private 

claim #365, which was leased to tenants.  He sold this property to Amable Chulle dit Belair [American 

State Papers, p. 420]. 

 

John Askin, Sr., owned substantial amounts of property in present-day Monroe County.  His property is 

covered in American State Papers, pp. 372, 412, 459, 488, 529, 548, 550. 

 

He never lived in Monroe Country; therefore, a mini-biography is not included in these profiles.  You can 

read his biography at the Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online: 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/askin_john_5E.html .   

 

Askin – Pelletier Family 

John Askin, son of John Askin and Manette, a slave who was later freed, was born circa 1762 at L’Arbre 

Croche, an Ottawa/Odawa settlement west of Michilimackinac [John Askin Papers, Vol, I, p. 12].  He was 

educated in Montréal.  In 1788, prior to his marriage, John Askin, Jr. was the father of Jean Baptiste 

Askin by a white captive.  Jean Baptiste Askin was baptized 13 November 1791 in Ste Anne de Detroit 

[John Askin Papers, Vol, I, p. 69; Denissen, Vol. 1, p. 27 – states that Askin, Sr. was his father].  John 

Askin, Jr., married Marie Madeleine Pelletier, daughter of Jacques Pelletier and Madeleine Levasseur 

dite Chanverlange, 21 October 1791 in Detroit [John Askin Papers, Vol, I, p. 69; Denissen, Vol. II, p. 950 

– Pelletier Family; their marriage is not shown in the coverage of the Askin Family].  She was born 30 

April 1776 in Sandwich [Denissen, Vol. II, p. 950].  John Askin, Jr. died in Amherstburg about the 

beginning of 1820; Marie Madeleine Pelletier died 17 June 1878 in Amherstburg [John Askin Papers, 

Vol, I, p. 69]. 

 

Jean Askin, Junr., was enumerated as a resident of Raisin River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 67]. 

 

Audet dit Lapointe – Villers dite Saint-Louis and Pelletier Families: 

Guillaume Audet dit Lapointe, son of Jean Baptiste Audet dit Lapointe and Marie Catherine Goyau, was 

born 12 August 1778 in Assumption / Sandwich.  He married Marie Josèphe Villers dite Saint-Louis, 

daughter of Jean Chrysostôme Villers dit Saint-Louis and Josette Suzor, 25 November 1802 in St. 

Antoine, River Raisin.  She was born 8 December 1785 in Assumption / Sandwich.  They had four 

children.  She was buried 17 July 1815 from St. Antoine, River Raisin [Denissen, Vol. I. p. 689]. 

 

He married Monique Pelletier, daughter of André Pelletier and Suzanne Ouellette and widow of Jean 

Baptiste Delière dit Bonvouloir, 21 January 1824 in Assumption / Sandwich [www.Ancestry.com, Drouin 

Collection, D, Détroit, L’Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, 1820-1838, Image 59]. 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/askin_john_5E.html
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Marriage of Guillaume [Audet dit] Lapointe and Monique Pelletier 

 

She was born 24 February 1793 in Assumption / Sandwich.  They had one son [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 689].  

 

Audet dit Lapointe – Goyau Family 

Jean Baptiste Audet dit Lapointe, son of Joseph Audet dit Lapointe and Charlotte Jahan dit Laviolette, 

was born 26 August 1738 and given lay baptism by the midwife.  He was conditionally baptized 31 

August 1738 in St-Jean, Île d’Orléans [PRDH-IGD, #143986 – Individual Record, accessed 28 February 

2017].  Jean Baptiste Lapointe married Marie Catherine Goyau, daughter of Jean Baptiste Goyau and 

Marie Louise Angélique Delière dite Bonvouloir, 5 September 1773 in Assumption [www.Ancestry.com, 

Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, L’Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, 1767-1783, Image 15]. 
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Marriage of Jean Baptiste Lapointe and Marie Catherine Goyau 

 

She was born 13 September 1757 in Detroit.  The couple had ten children.  Eight were born in 

Assumption / Sandwich.  The last two were born and baptized in River Raisin by a priest from Ste Anne 

du Détroit.  He was buried 7 November 1812 in St. Antoine, River Raisin [Denissen, Vol. I, pp. 688-689 

– erroneously states that Alexis was born in 1798, rather than in 1793]. 

 

On 15 October 1788, Baptiste Lapointe was one of those who petitioned Bishop Jean François Hubert, 

coadjutor of Québec, for a priest for the settlement of River Raisin [Tucker and Au, pp. 111-112]. 

 

Jean Baptiste Lapointe owned 120 arpents of land on the north side of the River Raisin, known as private 

claim #503 on 1 July 1796; he sold this property to Jacques Laselle [American State Papers, p. 465]. 

 

Jean Baptiste Lapointe filed private claim #375, a 120 arpent tract of land on Otter Creek.  Prior to 1 July 

1796 the land was owned by Prospect Thibault.  Thibault sold it to François Bérard who sold it to Jean 

Monmini who sold it to Amable Bellair [American State Papers, p. 423]. 

 

Bte Lapointe was enumerated as a resident of Raisin River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 67]. 

 

Auger dit Baron – Vermet Family 

Charles Auger dit Baron, son of Jean Baptiste Auger and Marie Catherine Bibeau, was born and 

baptized 21 January 1748 in Montréal [Lafrance].  He married Marie Rose Vermet, daughter of Joseph 

Vermet and Marie Rose Campeau, 22 April 1799 in Assumption [www.ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, 

D, Détroit, L’Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, 1781-1808, Image 194].  
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Marriage of Charles Auger dit Baron and Marie Rose Vermet 

 

She was baptized 26 September 1786 at the age of four months in Assumption.  Her godparents were 

Joseph Tourangeau and Marie Louise Drouillard [Denissen, Vol., I, p. 43].  Although they had three 

children, one son died young and it does not appear that either of their surviving children married.  He 

died before 1810 [Denissen, Vol., I, p. 43] 

 

Charles Auger dit Baron and Charles Réaume owned land known as private clam #722, on the south side 

of the River Raisin.  No one lived on the land when John Askin purchased it [American State Papers, p. 

550]. 

  

Baron – Cousineau Family 

Pierre Baron dit Lupien, son of Jacques Baron dit Lupien and Élisabeth Descompt dite Labadie, was 

born 2 February 1772, near midnight, and baptized the same night in Ste Anne du Détroit.  

[www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne, 1702-1780, Image 176; Denissen, Vol. I, 

p. 44 erroneously states he was born 5 February 1772].  He married Marie Anne Cousineau, daughter of 

Louis Bazile Cousineau and Françoise Gatignon dite Beauregard, 15 May 1797 in Ste Anne du Détroit 

[Denissen, Vol. I, p. 44; their marriage in the original Ste Anne du Détroit records is too faint to read].  

She was born 14 October 1780 and baptized the same day in Ste Anne du Détroit.  They had eleven 

children.  He may have been the Pierre Baron who was buried 20 May 1835 in St. Antoine, River Raisin 

[Denissen, Vol. I, p. 44 – Denissen assigns the same burial date to two men named Pierre Baron].  

 

Prior to 1 July 1796, Charles Réaume owned private claim #723, on the north side of the River Raisin.  

Pierre Baron acted as an agent for Charles Réaume and lived nearby.  Charles Réaume and Pierre Baron 

jointly sold this land to John Askin [American State Papers, p. 550]. 

 

Pierre Barron was enumerated as a resident of Raisin River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 67]. 

 

Pierre Barron dit Nanette – he cannot be identified with certainty because the dit name is not found in 

the in the Detroit River Region records. 

 

Pierre Barron dit Nanette was listed as owning land on the River Raisin, known as private claim #317, 

until 27 December 1806 [American State Papers, pp. 400-401]. 
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Beaudin – Gaillard Family 

Louis Beaudin, son of Michel Beaudin and Véronique Lemieux, was born and baptized 18 January 1775 

in Laprairie [Lafrance].  He married Catherine Gaillard, daughter of Louis Gaillard and Marguerite 

Channazors, 11 January 1798 in Ste Anne du Détroit.  The bride and groom were residents of Rivière aux 

Sables [www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne, 1780-1801, Image 276]. 

 
Marriage of Louis Beaudin and Catherine Gaillard 

 

Her birth date and location are not known.  They had four children.  After Catherine Gaillard’s death he 

married Rose Batournay and had an additional six children [Denissen, Vol. I, pp. 50-51]. 

 

Louis Beaudin was probably the “Bodin” who owned approximately 120 arpents on Otter Creek known 

as private claim #424 prior to 1 July 1796.  Beaudin sold to François Soudriette, who sold to Amable 

Chulle dit Bélair, who sold to François Valiquet who filed the claim [American State Papers, p. 424].  

 

Baudin (Louis) was enumerated as a resident of Rivière au Loutres (Otter Creek) in the 1796 census 

[Russell, p. 68]. 

 

Beaubien – see Cuillerier dit Beaubien 

 

Pierre Beauchamp – he cannot be identified with certainty because the only individual with that name in 

the Detroit River Region records died in 1795. 

 

Pierre Beauchamp co-owned land on Lake Erie, known as private claim #56, until it was sold to George 

McDougall [American State Papers, p. 318]. 

  

Pierre Beauchamp was enumerated as a resident of Au Sable River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 68]. 

 

Beauregard – see Davignon dit Beauregard 

 

Bélair – see Chulle dit Bélair 

 

François Xavier Bellcour – he cannot be identified.  Bellecourt was a dit name used by the Trottier 

family, but none of the members of this family appear to have lived in River Raisin.  
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Prior to 1 July 1796, Francis Dx. Bellcour owned private claim #401, a 160 arpent tract of land on Otter 

Creek.  He sold the land to Jacques Jacob who sold it to Jean Baptiste Couture who filed the claim 

[American State Papers, p. 433]. 

 

Bérard dit Lepine – Laforest Family: 

François Bérard dit Lepine, son of Louis Bérard and Marie Geneviève Roy, was born 24 November 

1755 and baptized the following day in Verchères [Lafrance].  François Lepine married Catherine 

Laforest, daughter of Guillaume Laforest and Geneviève Bigras dite Fauvel, 7 January 1788 in 

Assumption [www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, L’Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, 

1781-1808, Image 65]. 

 
Marriage of François Lepine and Catherine Laforest 

 

She was born 13 December 1773 in Détroit.  They had six children; that last three were born in River 

Raisin [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 95]. 

 

Frans Berarre was enumerated as a resident of Raisin River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 66]. 

 

Bernard dit Lajoie – Boismier Family 

Charles Bernard dit Lajoie, son of Louis Bernard dit Lajoie and Marie Louise Crête, was born and 

baptized 31 January 1778 in Assumption [www.ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, 

L’Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, 1767-1783, Image 31].  He married Marie Reine Boismier, 

daughter of François Boismier and Ursule Labaye, 28 September 1802 at St. Antoine’s [Denissen, Vol. I, 



Early Frenchtown/River Raisin/Monroe Residents – A – B  

Compiled by Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM Member - © 2017, 2018 – All Rights Reserved 
 

7 

 

p. 100].  She was born and baptized 10 September 1784 in Montréal [www.Ancestry.com, Drouin 

Collection, M, Montréal, Basilique Notre-Dame, 1781-1785, Image 188].  They had five children.  He 

was buried 13 January 1814 in Detroit [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 100]. 

 

Charles Bernard dit Lajoie owned approximately 120 arpents on the River Raisin known as private claim 

#446 before 1 July 1796 [American State Papers, p. 447]. 

 

Bernard dit Lajoie – Romain dite Sanscrainte Family 

Hyacinthe Bernard dit Lajoie, son of Louis Bernard dit Lajoie and Marie Louise Crête, was born and 

baptized 9 February 1773 in Assumption [www.ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, 

L’Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, 1767-1783, Image 13].  He married Marie Amable Romain 

dite Sanscrainte, daughter of Jean Baptiste Romain dit Sanscrainte and Marguerite Solo, 2 September 

1800 at St. Antoine, River Raisin [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 101].  She was born 18 March 1784 in the evening 

and baptized the following day in Ste Anne du Détroit [www.Ancestry.com, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne, 1780-

1801, Image 32].  They had three children.  She died in September 1804 [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 101]. 

 

He married Marie Archange Villers dite Saint-Louis, daughter of Chrysostom Villers dit Saint-Louis 

and Josette Suzor, 6 May 1806 in St. Antoine, River Raisin.  She was born and baptized 7 July 1787 in 

Assumption [www.ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, L’Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, 

1781-1808, Image 59].  They had ten children [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 101]. 

 

On 15 October 1788, Hyacinthe Lajoie was one of those who petitioned Bishop Jean François Hubert, 

coadjutor of Québec, for a priest for the settlement of River Raisin [Tucker and Au, pp. 111-112]. 

 

Hyacinthe Bernard owned a number of properties: 

Hyacinthe Bernard dit Lajoie owned approximately 80 arpents on the River Raisin known as private 

claim #447 [American Land Papers, p. 447].  

 

He owned approximately 300 arpents on the River Raisin, known as private claim #480.  He sold the last 

property to Jacques Laselle on 21 May 1802 [American State Papers, p. 458]. 

 

Hyacinthe Bernard filed a claim for approximately 180 arpents on the River Raisin known as private 

claim 420.  Prior to 1 July 1796, the property had been owned by Jacques Jacob who sold it to Bernard 

[American State Papers, pp. 438-439. 

 

Bernard dit Lajoie – Jacob and Robidou Families 

Jean Louis Bernard dit Lajoie, son of Louis Bernard dit Lajoie and Marie Louise Crête, was born 25 

January 1777 and conditionally baptized the following day in Assumption [www.ancestry.com, Drouin 

Collection, D, Détroit, L’Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, 1767-1783, Image 28].  Louis Bernard dit 

Lajoie married Marie Louise Jacob, daughter of Étienne Jacob and Madeleine Godet, and widow of Jean 

Marie Ménard dit Montour, 21 August 1797 in St. Antoine’s [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 101].  She was born 5 

December 1775 and baptized the following day in Assumption [www.ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, 

D, Détroit, L’Assomption de Sandwich de Windsor, 1767-1783, Image 24].  They had seven children.  

She was buried 21 February 1811 in St. Antoine, River Raisin [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 100]. 

 

He married Marguerite Robidou, daughter of Étienne Robidou and Marie Langlois, 23 June 1817 in St. 

Antoine’s [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 101].  She was born 1 January 1798 in River Raisin.  They had five 

children [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 101]. 
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Prior to 1 July 1696, Louis Bernard dit Lajoie owned approximately 360 arpents on the River Raisin 

known as private claim #507.  He later sold this property to Jacques Laselle [American State Papers, pp. 

466-467]. 

 

Louis Bernard was enumerated as a resident of Raisin River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 67]. 

 

Berthiaume – Bousom or Beauxhommes Family: 

Joseph Amable Berthiaume, son of Joseph Berthiaume and Marie Archange Barbary dite Grandmaison, 

was born and baptized 29 February 1764 [Lafrance – this corrects Denissen’s statement that his mother’s 

name was Mary Joseph and that he was born in 1754].  He married Marguerite Bousom or 

Beauxhommes, daughter of Jean Bousom and Isabelle Drouillard, 1 June 1795 in Ste Anne du Détroit 

[www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne, 1780-1801, Images 239-240]. 

 

 
Marriage of Joseph Berthiaume and Marguerite Beauxhommes 

 

She was born 26 December 1779 in Assumption / Sandwich.  They had one daughter.  He was buried 19 

February 1803 in St. Antoine, River Raisin [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 105]. 

 

Prior to 1 July 1796, Joseph Berthiaume, co-owned land on Lake Erie known as private claim #56, until it 

was sold to George McDougall [American State Papers, p. 318]. 
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“Berthiaume (Andrew)” was enumerated as a resident of Au Sable River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 

68].  Note that this is an erroneous identification.  The original census only states that Berthiaume was a 

resident of Au Sable River. 

 

Joseph Bien – he cannot be identified. 

 

On 15 October 1788, Joseph Bien was one of those who petitioned Bishop Jean François Hubert, 

coadjutor of Québec, for a priest for the settlement of River Raisin [Tucker and Au, pp. 111-112]. 

 

Billet – Robidou Family: 

François Bigue/Billet, son of François Bigue/Billet and Marguerite Prévost, was born 13 October 1751 

and baptized the following day in Longueuil [Lafrance – this is a correction to Denissen which states that 

he was born on 14 October 1751].  François Billet married Marie Thérèse Robidou, daughter of Joseph 

Robidou and Marie Anne Leblanc, 28 September 1778 in Ste Anne du Détroit [www.Ancestry.com, 

Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne, 1702-1780, Image 228]. 

 
Marriage of François Billet and Marie Thérèse Robidou 

 

She was born and baptized 10 February 1754 at Sault-au-Récollet [Lafrance].  They had six children.  

Marguerite Billet was baptized 12 July 1791 at St. Antoine, River Raisin at the age of one month.  He was 

buried 19 August 1802 in the Assumption Cemetery [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 116]. 

 

He owned three pieces of property on Otter Creek before 1 July 1796.   
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François Billet owned approximately one hundred arpents on Otter Creek known as private claim #369.  

Billet sold the property to Pierre [Menard dit] Montour who sold it to Jean Baptiste Lefebvre.  Lefebvre 

gave the property to Joseph Montminy.  Montminy filed the claim [American State Papers, p. 421]. 

 

François Billet owned approximately one and sixty hundred arpents on Otter Creek known as private 

claim #370.  Billet sold the property to Pierre [Menard dit] Montour who sold it to Jean Baptiste 

Lefebvre.  Lefebvre gave the property to Joseph [Roy dit] Châtellerault.  Châtellerault filed the claim 

[American State Papers, p. 421]. 

 

François Billet owned approximately one and sixty hundred arpents on Otter Creek known as private 

claim #371.  Billet sold the property to Jean Louis [Chulle dit] Bellair.  Bellair filed the claim [American 

State Papers, p. 421]. 

 

Bissonnet – Vitry Family 

Étienne Bissonnet, son of François Bissonnet and Marguerite Guay or Gastonguay, was born 20 

December 1729 and baptized the following day in Québec [Jetté, p. 110]. 

 

He married Marie Catherine Vitry dite Saint-Germain, daughter of Germain Vitry dit Saint-Germain 

and Angélique Chaussé dite Lemeine, 8 January 1753 in Les Cèdres [Lafrance – dip 1192c0032.jpg]. 

 
Marriage of Étienne Bissonnet and Catherine Marguerite Vitry dit Saint-Germain 

 

Marie Catherine Vitry was born circa 1736 [PRDH-IGD, #18230 – Vitry – Chaussé Family View].  Six 

children were born in the St. Lawrence settlements; five were baptized at Les Cèdres and one was 

baptized at Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue [PRDH-IGD, #30241 – Bissonnet – Vitry Family View].  Five 

additional children were born and baptized at Assumption, Sandwich.  Marie Catherine Vitry was buried 

29 September 1812 in St. Antoine, River Raisin [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 119]. 

 

Étienne Bissonnet owned part of a piece of property measuring approximately 720 arpents on the south 

side of the River Raisin known as private claim #518.  The other owners were Jean Baptiste Laplante, 

Antoine [Cuillerier dit] Beaubien, and Louis Cousineau.  Bissonnet sold to Israel Rouland, Rouland sold 

to Abijah and Jesse Hunt who filed the claim [American State Papers, pp. 469-470]. 

 

Bissonnet – Bourdeau Family: 

Gabriel Bissonnet, son of Étienne Bissonnet and Marie Catherine Vitry, was born 4 April 1773 at 

Assumption / Sandwich [Denissen, Vol I, p. 120].  He married Julie Bourdeau, daughter of Joseph 

Bourdeau and Marie Louise Clermont, 25 November 1793 at Ste Anne du Détroit [www.Ancestry.com, 

Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste. Anne, 1780-1801, Image 207 – this is a correction to Denissen which 

states that her name was Sylvia {Denissen, Vol. I, p. 120}]. 



Early Frenchtown/River Raisin/Monroe Residents – A – B  

Compiled by Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM Member - © 2017, 2018 – All Rights Reserved 
 

11 

 

 
Marriage of Gabriel Bissonet and Julie Bourdeau  

 

She was born 26 November 1774 in Detroit.  They had one daughter.  He was buried 20 May 1795 in St. 

Antoine, River Raisin.  She died 10 September 1834 of cholera and was buried in St. Antoine, River 

Raisin [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 120]. 

 

Jean Baptiste Bissonnet, son of Étienne Bissonnet and Marie Catherine Vitry, was born 4 September 

1758 in Les Cèdres.  He never married [PRDH-IGD, #30241 – Bissonnet – Vitry Family View]. 

 

On 15 October 1788, Jean Baptiste Bissonnet was one of those who petitioned Bishop Jean François 

Hubert, coadjutor of Québec, for a priest for the settlement of River Raisin [Tucker and Au, pp. 111-112]. 

 

Bissonnet – Robert Family: 

Joseph Bissonnet, son of Étienne Bissonnet and Marie Catherine Vitry, was born 1 June 1764 in Ste-

Anne-de-Bellevue [PRDH-IGD, #30241 – Bissonnet – Vitry Family View].  He married Agnès Robert, 

daughter of Antoine Robert and Thérèse Drouillard, 18 November 1793 in Détroit [www.Ancestry.com, 

Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste. Anne, 1780-1801, Image 207]. 
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Marriage of Joseph Bissonnet and Agnès Robert 

 

She was born 15 November 1778 in Détroit.  They had 13 children [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 119]. 

 

Prior to 1 July 1796, Joseph Bissonnet owned approximately 300 arpents on the south side of the River 

Raisin known as private claim #408.  Bissonnet also submitted the claim for this property [American 

State Papers, p. 434]. 

 

Joseph Bissonnet also submitted a claim for private claim #409.  This property was purchased from John 

Askin.  It consisted of approximately 400 arpents on the River Raisin [American State Papers, pp. 434-

435]. 

 

Josh (Joseph) Bissonnet was enumerated as a resident of Raisin River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 66]. 

 

Bissonnet – Robidou and Demers Family: 

Paschal Bissonnet was the son of Étienne Bissonnet and Marie Catherine Vitry.  According to Denissen, 

her was born 1766 in Assumption, however, a record for his baptism does not appear in the records 

[Denissen, Vol. I, p. 119].  He married Louise Robidou, daughter of Louis Robidou and Élisabeth 

Souchereau dite Langoumois, 2 February 1797 in St. Antoine, River Raisin.  She was baptized 4 June 

1775 at Assumption at the age of 13 months.  They had three children.  She died before 1806 [Denissen, 

Vol. I, pp. 119-120]. 

 

He married Angélique Demers / Dumay, daughter of Pierre Demers and Angélique Ménard, 13 October 

1806 in St. Antoine, River Raisin.  She was born 21 April 1782 in Détroit.  They had two children 

[Denissen, Vol. I, pp. 119-120]. 
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Bonvouloir – see Delière or Deslières dit Bonvouloir 

 

Bouchard – Campeau Family: 

Ignace Bouchard, son of Louis Bouchard and Marie Josèphe Boyer, was born 2 April 1766 and baptized 

the following day in Laprairie [Lafrance – Denissen, Vol. I, p. 143 only states that he was born in 1766].  

He married Madeleine Campeau, daughter of Alexis Campeau and Madeleine Demers / Dumay, 7 

August 1797 in Ste Anne du Détroit [www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste. Anne, 

1780-1801, Image 272]. 

 
Marriage of Ignace Bouchard and Madeleine Campeau 

 

She was born in Detroit 5 December 1774.  They do not appear to have had any children.  She was buried 

27 March 1822 in St. Antoine, River Raisin.  He was buried 8 March 1824 in St. Antoine, River Raisin 

[Denissen, Vol. I, p. 143]. 

 

Ignace Bouchard owed land on the north side of the River Raisin in 1796.  This land bordered private 

claim #62 owned by James Knaggs who sold it to Christopher Tutle [American State Papers, pp. 319-

320]. 

 

Ignace Bouchard filed a claim for private claim #675 that had been owned by Israel Ruland on 1 July 

1796.  Ruland sold the property to Bouchard.  This property consisted of approximately 480 arpents on 

the River Raisin [American State Papers, p. 551]. 

 

Bourdeau – Bousom Family: 

Jean Baptiste Bourdeau, son of Joseph Bourdeau and Marie Louise Clermont, was born 11 February 

1766 in Assumption / Sandwich.  He married Marie Louise Bousom, daughter of Jean Bousom dit 

Gascon and Isabelle Drouillard, 18 February 1800 in St. Antoine, River Raisin.  She was born 26 

December 1779 in Assumption / Sandwich.  They had three children.  He was buried 26 March 1828 in 

St. Antoine, River Raisin [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 158]. 
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Prior to 1 July 1796, Baptiste Bourdeaux owned approximately 140 arpents on the River Raisin known as 

private claim #414.  Bourdeaux sold to Antoine Guy, who sold it to George McDougall, who sold it to 

Samuel Egnew, who sold it to Daniel Mulholand, who filed the claim [American State Papers, p. 437] 

 

Jean Baptiste Bourdeaux filed private claim #205.  This property consisted of approximately 75 acres on 

the River aux Sables that he had purchased from Antoine Gaillard [American State Papers, p. 363].  

 

Bte Bourdaut was enumerated as a resident of Au Sable River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 68]. 

 

Bourdeau – Réaume Family: 

Joseph Bourdeau, son of Joseph Bourdeau and Marie Louise Clermont, was born 22 March 1763 on the 

south coast of Détroit [Assumption / Sandwich].  Joseph Bourdeau dit L’Isle Ronde married Agathe 

Réaume, daughter of Jean Baptiste Réaume and Agathe Lotman dite Barrois, 16 January 1792 in Ste 

Anne du Détroit [www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste. Anne, 1780-1801, Images 171-

172 – note this is a correction to Denissen, Vol. I, p. 159 which states they married 16 June 1792]. 
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Marriage of Joseph Bourdeau dit L’Isle Ronde and Agathe Réaume 

 

She was born 15 September 1774 in Assumption / Sandwich.  They had ten children.  He was buried 25 

March 1813 in St. Antoine, River Raisin.  She was buried 30 October 1826 in St. Antoine, River Raisin 

[Denissen, Vol. I, pp. 159-160]. 

 

On 15 October 1788, Joseph Bordeaux was one of those who petitioned Bishop Jean François Hubert, 

coadjutor of Québec, for a priest for the settlement of River Raisin [Tucker and Au, pp. 111-112]. 

 

Joseph Bourdeau owned two pieces of property on 1 July 1796: 

He owned approximately 24 acres on the north side of the River Raisin known as private claim #81.  He 

sold this property to Jean Baptiste Réaume who filed the claim [American State Papers, p. 324]. 

 

He also owned approximately 100 arpents on the north side of the River Raisin known as private claim 

#82.  He filed a claim for this property [American State Papers, p. 324]. 

 

Josh [Joseph] Bourdeau was enumerated as a resident of Raisin River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 67]. 

 

Bourdeau – Gaillard Family: 

Louis Bourdeau, son of Joseph Bourdeau and Marie Louise Clermont, was born 16 April 1771 in 

Détroit.  He married Suzanne Gaillard, daughter of Louis Gaillard and Marguerite Chennazor, 2 May 

1797 in in St. Antoine, River Raisin.  She was born 14 July 1777 in Détroit.  They had seven children.  He 

was buried 19 November 1821 in St. Antoine, River Raisin [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 160].  
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Prior to 1 July 1796, Louis Bourdeau was part owner of property on Lake Erie known as private claim 

#56.  The owners sold to George McDougall who filed the claim [American State Papers, p. 316]. 

 

Louis Bourdeaux also owned property on the River aux Sables measuring three arpents in front by 

twenty-five in depth known as private claim #632.  He sold the property to Couture and Thibodeaux who 

sold it to François Desnoyer [American State Papers, p. 510]. 

 

Louis Bourdeaux filed private claim #424 at Plaisance.  This property consisted of approximately 50 

arpents.  On 1 July 1796, it was owned by François Laplante.  Laplante sold it to Bourdeaux [American 

State Papers, p. 440]. 

 

Louis Bourdau was enumerated as a resident of Au Sable River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 68]. 

 

Bourdon – Plessis Family 

Michel Bourdon, son of Michel Bourdon and Marie Angélique Courcy dite Lafleur, was born 12 April 

1752 in Lavaltrie [PRDH-IGD, # 23980 – Bourdon – Courcy Family View] He married Genevieve 

Plessis dite Bélair, daughter of Louis Plessis dit Bélair and Marie Geneviève Houray / Aure, and widower 

of Marie Thérèse Mousseau, 2 August 1784 in Montréal [www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, M, 

Montréal, Basilique Notre-Dame, 1781-1785; Image 180  – note that Denissen, Vol. I, p. 162 only 

provides the names of the spouses]. 

 
Marriage of Michel Bourdon and Geneviève Plessis dite Bélair 

 

Michel Bourdon had six children by his first marriage.  Two died young and one son married in St-

Sulpice in 1811. 

 

Geneviève Plessis dite Bélair was born 28 August 1766 in Berthierville [PRDH-IGD, #37288 – Plessis – 

Houray Aure – Family Sheet].  Michel Bourdon and Geneviève Plessis dite Bélair had two children prior 

to their move to the River Raisin  area.  One son died young.  After their move to the area, they had four 
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additional children between 1792 and 1798.  Their ultimate fates and that of their children are not known 

[Denissen, Vol. I, p. 162 – under Bourdeau]. 

 

Prior to 1 July 1796, Michel Bourdon cultivated proximately 200 arpents on the north side of the River 

Raisin as a tenant of Jacques and François Lacelle / Lasselle.  The property was known as private claim 

#597 [American State Papers, p. 473].   

 

Michel Bourdon was enumerated as a resident of Raisin River in the 1796 census [Russell, p. 67]. 

 

Branchaud – Gélinas Family: 

Pierre Branchaud, son of Charles Branchaud and Agathe Banliac dite Lamontagne, was born 21 April 

1748 in Louiseville.  He married Marie Véronique Gélinas, daughter of Antoine Gélinas and Marie 

Louise Lesieur dite Desaulniers, 11 February 1771 in Yamachiche [PRDH-IGD, #15566 – Branchaud – 

Banliac Family View; www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, Y, Yamachiche, 1771-1786, Image 2]. 

 

 
Marriage of Pierre Branchaud and Marie Véronique Gélinas 

 

http://www.ancestry.com/
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She was born 19 July 1754 in Yamachiche.  They had nine children; four married in Châteauguay.  She 

died 24 March 1795 in Châteauguay.  I believe that Pierre Branchaud, père, moved to the River Raisin 

area after the death of his wife. 

 

Pierre Brancheau, Sr., filed private claim #422.  This property consisted of approximately 120 arpents at 

Plaisance.  He owned the property prior to 1 July 1796 [American State Papers, p. 439]. 

 

Branchaud / Brancheau – Rau Family: 

Pierre Branchaud, son of Pierre Branchaud and Marie Véronique Gélinas, was baptized 29 December 

1772 in Yamachiche [PRDH-IGD, #47423 – Branchaud – Gélinas Family Sheet].  He married 

Marguerite Rau, daughter of Jean Baptiste Rau and Marguerite Lapointe, 2 February 1808 in Ste Anne 

du Détroit [www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne; Autres Registres, 1801-1832, 

Image 19 – the record notes that the groom had been a resident of Rivière aux Raisins for several years]. 

 
Marriage of Pierre Brancheau and Margeurite Reau  
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She was born 20 June 1791 in River Raisin.  They had 15 children.  He was buried 3 November 1832 in 

St. Antoine, River Raisin [Denissen, Vol. I, p. 175]. 

 

Pierre Brancheau, Jr., filed private claim #423.  This property consisted of approximately 120 arpents at 

Plaisance.  He owned the property prior to 1 July 1796 [American State Papers, p. 439]. 

 

Louis Bristoule – he cannot be identified with certainty.   

 

Prior to 1 July 1796, Louis Bristoule owned approximately 80 arpents on the River Raisin known as 

private claim #477.  Bristoule sold the property to Louis Bernard dit Lajoie who sold the property to 

Hyacinthe Bernard [American State Papers, p. 447]. 

 

 

 


