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Journey to Discovery: Finding My Unknown French-Canadian Heritage: Conclusion
Dawn Evoe-Danowski FCHSM (dkdano@yahoo..com)
For Part One, see MHH, Vol. #41, #4, October 2020, pp. 171-173; Part Two, Vol. 42, #2, April 2021, pp. 67-70.

When 1 was growing up, I thought I knew my heritage. I was well aware of my maternal heritage of
Irish/Scotch/English and German descent. My mother had worked intermittently on her family tree for years. I also
knew that my father’s maternal line was Scotch and German. His German line had been extensively researched back
to the 17" century in Germany. However, my paternal grandfather had passed away before I was born, so the only
information I had about his family came from my grandmother and was limited to the following: our last name was
French, and we had Native-American ancestors. I was very curious about these facts, but no one seemed to know
anything more. In addition to the Evoe (Hivon — Phlem) surname, I followed the Brunet dif Bourbonnais and
Navarre lines. As I continued my research, I became very intrigued with the lineage of Jean Baptiste Labreche and
Angélique Drouillard, daughter of Dominique Drouillard and Marie Joséphe Laviolette.

Shortly after visiting Monroe, Michigan, I attended a lecture by Guillaume Teasdale at Marygrove College in Detroit
with Diane Sheppard, Suzanne Sommerville, and another friend. Professor Teasdale was speaking about
French/French-Canadian presence in southeastern Michigan. [ brought the marriage record from Monroe, and
Suzanne translated it further for me. However, I did not have the full correct translation until I submitted the record
for Part Two of my article when Gail Moreau-DesHarnais corrected some errors from a partial translation by one of
my friends. However, the information that Jean Baptiste LeBreche when he married Angelique Drouillard was the
son of the late Francois LeBreche and a woman of the Miami nation remained consistent. Who was this mystery
Miami woman? I would have to wait some time before her identity was revealed.

As I continued on my journey, Diane became intrigued by what I had learned in Monroe (see Part 2) and offered to
assist me, if I gave her specific information about my ancestors, including names, birth years, and birth locations.
Using her extensive database, she was able to greatly expand my tree. I was amazed to find my father’s family on his
paternal side had ties to New France, early Detroit, and Frenchtown well beyond my Hivon/Navarre lines. I then
spent many happy hours researching some of my many lines.

I learned I was descended from the “Hero of New France,” Guillaume Couture, who was captured by the Iroquois
and tortured. He was sent deeper into Iroquois country as a captive but was admired for his bravery during the torture
and for his skills as a marksman and carpenter. He also absorbed their languages and later was released due to the
Iroquois holding him in high esteem; he then helped broker a peace between the French and the Iroquois. He later
settled in Pointe-de-Léyy (in present-day Québec) and continued to assist the government of New France exploring
new lands, interpreting for the Amerindians, acting as a diplomat, and being named Captain of the Militia of the area
where he settled.!

Yet, not all of my ancestors were heroes! My ancestor, Pierre Bissonnet, has the dubious distinction for being a
bigamist. Pierre was born in France and was married there in 1656 to Marie Allaire. He then journeyed to New
France without her. Mathurine Desbordes also sailed to New France that same year with her husband and two
daughters. Unfortunately, her husband and one of her daughters died at sea. Shortly, after arriving in New France,
she married Pierre in 1660 and had one child. The marriage was annulled when it was discovered he had left a wife
still living in France. Subsequently, he was arrested and found guilty of bigamy. He said couldn’t live with Marie
Allaire because she was a witch! The court obviously thought differently and sentenced him to prison. After serving
prison time, he was released. In 1668, he married fille du roi, Marie Dallon.> They had seven children (one of whom
I descend from) before Pierre passed away in Pointe-de-Lévy in 1687. This account left me with some questions.
Why was Pierre allowed to marry Marie Dallon? Had his wife died in France or did the authorities decide he had
served his punishment? We will probably never know.

I was also thrilled to learn that I descended from early voyageurs in New France, such as Claude David and his wife,

! Raymond Douville. “COUTURE (Cousture), GUILLAUME (d. 1701),” in Dictionary of Canadian Biography, Vol. 2
(University of Toronto/Université Laval, 2003), accessed May 7, 2021;
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/couture_guillaume 1701 2E.html.

2 Peter J. Gagné, King's Daughters and Founding Mothers: The Filles du Roi, 1663-1673 (Pawtucket, Rhode Island:
Quintin Publications, 2001), Volume 1, 168-169.
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Suzanne Denoyon, and Francois Brunet dit Bourbonnais, Sr. and his wife, Barbe Beauvais. Both men were among
the earliest voyageurs to venture into the interior of New France. David and Brunet became known as traders as well.
David also provided finances to fund other traders’ voyages. Brunet bought land and farmed in Lachine in present-
day Québec. Both had large families: Brunet and his wife, Barbe, had twelve children, and David and his wife,
Suzanne, had fifteen children, which was common in New France and for French Canadians in general.3

During this time, I discovered I had among my ancestors, some Filles du Roi, also known as the King’s Daughters,
sent by the French king to help populate New France. This program became extremely successful at increasing New
France’s population; and all French Canadians have some of them as ancestors. I have several Filles du Roi, including
Catherine Paulo who married Etienne Campeau; together they had fifteen children. Their son, Jacques Campeau
(from whom I descend), along with one of his brothers, Michel, came to early Detroit. Jacques and his wife, Jeanne
Cécile Catin, had eight children. Michel and his wife, Jeanne Massé, had eleven children. Their many descendants
are still found in the Detroit area.*

In addition to the Filles du Roi in my tree, I determined I had ancestors who were members of the Carignan-Saliéres
Regiment, who were soldiers sent by the French King to protect New France. Not all of the soldiers decided to settle
in New France, but my ancestor, Jean Baptiste LePage (Pagesi) was born in France about 1651 and arrived in New
France in 1665. He married Catherine Gladu and settled in Boucherville where he died in 1695. They had at least
three children, and I descend through their son, Jean Baptiste LePage. I was amazed that I descended from those
hardy pioneers of New France whose progeny eventually settled in the Detroit River Region.

As mentioned in part two of my article, I knew, Charles Hivon, my three-times great-uncle fought in the War of 1812,
but through my research, I found that I had more ancestors that fought in the War of 1812. My four-times great-
grandfathers, Dominique Drouillard, Louis Fontaine, and Alexis Bissonette, all served in Monroe regiments. With
information from the Genealogy Society of Monroe Countys website, 1 learned some of the following additional
information. Dominique Drouillard was a Captain and Company Commander of Drouillard Company of the second
regiment of the Michigan Militia. He was paid $19.25 for his service. Alexis Bissonette petitioned and was awarded
a pension in 1850. He had been in Hubert LaCroix’s Company of the Michigan Militia during the War of 1812.
Fontaine was a private in Baptiste Couture’s Company of the second regiment of the Michigan Militia. He was paid
only $3.22 for his service.® Last fall, I visited St. Joseph Cemetery in Monroe, Michigan, and I was assisted by the
cemetery’s staff to locate Bissonette’s grave. Although his stone was very weathered, I could clearly see his name and
other information on it.

Also, with the assistance of the kind cemetery staffer, I was able to locate the grave of my three-times great-
grandfather, Hilaire (Eli) Bourbonnais’ grave. I knew he had been a Civil War veteran, but I was happy to see he
had a special marker to designate him as a Civil War Veteran, as well as, having his Company B, Tenth Infantry etched
on his gravestone. I found visiting cemeteries provides interesting information such as, military service, infants and
young children who passed away who were not listed on censuses, and, in one case the correct spelling of a surname
that had been Anglicized in census records.

As time went on, I did not think I would ever solve the mystery of the identity of a Woman of the Miami Nation. Yet,
in 2015, my cousin Ann Evon Hagberg, was searching on GenealogyBank.com and found an article from December
1907 from The Daily Telegram (Adrian, Michigan). The article discussed a lawsuit that deeded land to a Miami Indian
of Monroe County (Michigan), Jean Baptiste LeBresh (LeBreche), who was reputed to be a Miami Indian Chief,
and was filed on behalf of his grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Due to fraudulent proceedings and forged
documents, the land was sold away, and Jean Baptiste’s descendants were unaware that they had a claim to those lands
until 1905. They wanted the forged documents to be thrown out by the court and their rights to the land reinstated.
Among the family members bringing this lawsuit was my great-grandfather, John Evoe, his siblings, and several of

3 Timothy J. Kent, Phantoms ofthe French Fur Trade: Twenty Men Who Worked in the Trade Between 1618 and 1758,
(Ossineke, Michigan: Silver Fox Enterprises, 2015), Volume 1, 564, for Claude David; Volume 2, 884, for Frangois
Brunet.

* Gail Moreau-DesHarnais and Diane Sheppard, Le Détroit du Lac Erie 1701-1710 (Royal Oak, Michigan: French-
Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan, 2016), Volume I, 145-151.

5 Genealogy Society of Monroe, http://gsmcmi.org. Raymond Duschane, “Veterans of the War of 1812, 2" Michigan
Militia, accessed July 19, 2021.
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their cousins. We do not know the outcome of the lawsuit at this time, but it was not likely found in their favor since
there’s no evidence of these family members having possession of sizable amounts of land in the Monroe area.

On this same website, Ann also stumbled across an affidavit given by F.D. Laselle in Allen County, Indiana, on 19
May 1862. He wore that he had known John (Jean) Baptiste LeBresh for forty years in Michigan. He further stated
the John (Jean) Baptiste was related by blood to Chief Richardville (but not a chief himself), he had “Indian
peculiarities,” and he came to the Forks of the Wabash in Indiana where he was paid his annuity payments as a member
of the Miami Indians of Indiana. These documents contained important clues regarding my ancestor, Jean Baptiste
LeBreche!® A few days later, I was telling Diane Sheppard about this information, and she told me about the research
that she had done about Chief Richardville and his family.

Through Diane’s research,’ I learned that my ancestor, Joseph Antoine Drouet de Richardville had children with
Tacumwabh (the daughter of a Miami Chief known as “The Turtle” or Little Turtle).®2 One of their daughters, either
Charlotte or Anne Drouet de Richardville, married Francois LaBreche (LeBreche). Unfortunately, the record is
not clear about which sister married him. Diane located other affidavits in the Congressional Series of United States
Public Documents, Volume 2392; 49™ Congress, First Session, House of Representatives, Exec. Doc. 23, which state
that the mother of Jean Baptiste LeBreche (LaBrech) died shortly after the birth of her son. He was then raised by his
aunt.

Although Jean Baptiste LeBreche was born near present-day Fort Wayne, Indiana, he later married Angelique
Drouillard in 1815 in St. Antoine Church in Monroe in present-day Michigan (see the marriage record in the April
2021 edition of MMH, Part 2 of this article). I learned from Diane Sheppard’s research that Jean Baptiste LeBreche
(LaBreche) was the nephew of Jean Baptiste (Pin$wa) Richardyville, the Civil-Chief of the Miami Indians in Indiana.

ETATE OF MICHIGAN,
County of Monroe, 58 :

Gabrielle Dussan, being duly aworn this 5th day of March, 1862, aceonlding to law,
deposes awl says that he is now about the age of sixty-four years, and resident of
the town of Erie, in said county, and states that he was intimately acquainted with
John B. Labresh during his life-time ; that said Labresh was born on the Miami, and
came to live in hisa neighborhood when he was a lad, and that he was of the Indian
blood of the Miami tribe, and he informed thia deponent that his mother and tfarher
were dead ; that he received his yvearly annnities with that tribe, at or near Fort
Wayne, and knowa of his geoing after his said anouities several years, and said La-
bresh frequently informed this deponent that he was of the Miami tribe of Indians,
and that he bad recetved asection of land and his regular anmuities with the other Iu-
dians. Deponent states further, that some years after said Labresh eame to live in
his neighborhood, an aunt of said Labresh eame to see him, whe was an Indian
woman, and she informed this deponent that she was his aunf, and was sister of his
mother, and belonged to the Miami tribe of Indians; that his mother dicd when said
Labresh was an infant, and that she then nursed him at her own breast, amd took care
of him till he beeame quite a lad; that said Labresh died in said town of Erie about
6 vears ago; can't ray how long he continued to receive his annuities, ot as near as
he can recollect, until the tribe moved west of Mississippi, aud he remained here.

Deponent states that he was also acquainted with Angeline Labresh, the danghter
of said John B. Labresh, and knows that she married a man by name of Lewis Hiron,
and removed to the River Rawsin, some ten or twelve miles distant, amd knows that
she isa now dead, and has seen one of her cluldren who rescibles her very mnech, and
shows strong indications of Indian blood. Can’t say whether she received her an-
nuity or not, but from what he has heard reported he has no doubt she did, becanse
of her conpections with the Miami tribe of Indians, as others did, and further saith not.

his
GABRIEL 4 DUSSAN,
nArk.

Sworn to and subweribed before me the day and year above written,

ALEX. DL ANDIERSON,

6 GenealogyBank.com. 19 May 1862, Allen County, Indiana. Miami Indians. “Letter from the Secretary of the Interior,
transmitting a report from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, concerning moneys alleged to have been improperly
taken from the funds of the Miami Indians of Indiana and Kansas and paid to other Indians. January 6, 1886. Referred
to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be printed. Source: Wednesday, January 6, 1886. Publication: Serial
Set Vol No. 2392, Report: H. Exec. Doc 23.”

"Diane  Sheppard.  “Detroit Region  Metis  Families-Hamelin to  LaCasse  Families”,  2015.
https://habitantheritage.org/upload/files/Create_Subfolders/Native Americans_and metis/Hamelin_-_Lacasse.pdf.

8 See Sammye Darling, “Takamwa of the Miami Tribe,” Michigan s Habitant Heritage, Volume 24, #4, October 2004,
179-184.
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MIAMI INDIANS, 23

BTATE OF MICHIGAN,
County of Miami, ss :
John Menard, bein, dul\ sworn this 5th day of March, 1862, according to law, de-
s and says, thnt e is sixty-five years of age, anid nu-ui]eu in the township of erl

in said county, and states forther that he was intimate and acquainted with John
Baptist Labresh during his life-time; knew him first when he was yet a boy, when he
first came to live in the ne:ghhorhund of this deponent; that Labresh was born at
or near Fort Wayne, and was of Indian blood ; that he frequently told depouent that
he was an Indian, and Lelonged to the Miami tribe, Deponknt states that some time
after said Labresh came to live in hia neighborbood an aunt of said Labreah came to
visit him, and she was an Indian woman, a sqyuaw, who spoke nothing but the Miami
langunage, and said Labresh told this deponent that she, the said Indian woman, was
bis wunt, and was very much attached to Ler,  Can’t tell how long she remaived wich
said Labresh, lmt she finally returned to Fort Wayne, Labresh stated to deponent
that he was of the Miami tribe, and that the chief of that tribe was his unele, and he
thought very muoech of him ; his name was Richiardville.  Deponent states forther that
he knows of said Labresh drawing yearly annnity with the said tribe of Miaun In.
dians; that he knowsof his goinyg after hissaid pay or aunuity several diflerent years,
and when he would return he alwayasaid he had drawn his mouney, and saw him have
the same, and that he had also drawn a section of land, and once the said Richard-
ville, the said lodian chief and uncle of sail Labresh, stopped on his way from Detroit
to see him, und Labresh accompanied his said uncle to Fort Wayne, and on that oc-
casion deponwt thinks Labresh informed him that he obtained a'sectjion of land. De-
ponent can’t say positively how long be vontinued to receive his said annuity, but
a4 near he can reeollect the last time lie drew was about eighteen years ago. Depo-
nent states that said Labresh is now dead ; he died in this countey abont six years
ago, and deponent states further, he also km: w A danghter of said Laln'v.ulh aml whose
name was Apgeline, who snbsequently warried one Lewis Hiron, with whom he is
also acquainted. Deponent states that he does not know whether said Angeline
drew her anonity or not, but he once henrd said Laliresh say that lie drew for him.
self and for his child, the said Aogeline, alsn.  The aaid Angelive, after her said mar-
riage, removed to the River Ramsin abont 10 or 12 miles distant; that he has been in- .
formesd by the hushand of said Angeline that she died several years ago and that she
left only three children, two bovs and one girl.  Deponent lias seen one of those boys,
he shonld think abont the age of twentyv-one years, and that be noticed a very strik-
ing rescmiblanes to his mother and her family of Labiresh's, showing very clearly indi-
eations of Indian blood, and further saith not.

JOHN x MOI\:\‘RU

mark

One of their children, Angelina LeBreche married my three-times great-grandfather, Joseph Louis Hivon
(Generation 1V)! Joseph Louis later signed an affidavit that his wife, Angelina, was able to collect an annuity for
many years which was due to her as a result of her “Indian blood.” Thus, I learned why there was a persistent family
story about having Native American ancestry, as well as learning the name of the Woman of the Miami Nation, which
was Tacumwah. I was elated to have this knowledge that had been buried, but not forgotten, for so long.
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14 March 1773 Baptism of foséph, Jean iBaptiété, Chaﬁotté, and Anne DLrouet (ie Richardville®

Recently, I was asked if I was finished with my family tree. I laughed and replied that it would never be completed,
because there were so many branches to be explored and interesting information to be discovered. I feel family trees
are much more than a list of names and dates, and I want to learn as much as possible about my ancestors and about
the times they lived in.

® Vicar General P. Gibault baptized them in Indiana and then forwarded the records to Detroit. See: Ancestry.com,
Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste Anne, 1702-1780, Image 185. Their baptisms were recorded at Ste. Anne du Détroit.
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