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Journey to Discovery – Finding My Unknown French-Canadian Heritage: Part 2 
Dawn Evoe-Danowski FCHSM Member (dkdano@yahoo.com) 

For Part One, see MHH, Vol. #41, #4, October 2020, pp. 171-173. 
 

As I progressed with my genealogy research, I quickly learned that French-Canadian names changed over 
time due to many different reasons, among which were Anglicizing them or using a “dit” name only (and 
over generations families often forgetting the original surname).  When I began learning about Monroe 
from various sources, I stumbled upon the two-volume set of The History of Monroe County, Michigan, at 
the Burton Collection at the Detroit Public Library.  I looked through the index and found a reference to the 
gathering of War of 1812 veterans present at this event held in 1874 (Volume 1, pp. 126-181).  Among the 
veterans that were present was Chas. Hixon (this didn’t mean anything to me).  However, on page 181, the 
list of the roll call of veterans who participated in the Battle of the River Raisin and who were present at 
the gathering, a Charles Hivon was listed!  He was the brother of my three times great-grandfather, Joseph 
Louis Hivon (Generation IV).  Later, a distant cousin sent me the historic photo of the veterans and General 
George A. Custer in Monroe that day.  The caption on the photo listed the men pictured and the man sitting 
directly in front of General Custer was listed as Charles Haven, my three times great-uncle.  This photo 
was in the Monroe papers at the time; a copy is at the Monroe Historical Museum now and is displayed 
often during Monroe historical celebrations.  Now, I knew why my cousin had heard “Haven” which had 
led him into a genealogy “brick wall.” 

 

 
Photo: Talcott E. Wing, History of Monroe County, Michigan, New York: Munsell & Company, 1890, 82. [Photo 
taken in 1871]  (back row, l-r) John Beshear, John Claper, General Custer, Francis Lazarre, Jean de Chovin; (middle 
row) Unidentified, George Younglove, John Buroff, David Van Pelt, Lewis Jacobs [sic], Charles Haven [Hivon], 
Henry Mason, Thomas Welphy, Joseph Guyor; (front row) Peter Navarre, James Nadeau, Emanuel Custer, Robert 
Navarre, Joseph Forlke, Bronson French [Source: River Raisin News and Dispatch Newsletter, April/May/June 2010, 
Volume 5, Issue 2].  This photo also appeared in MHH, Vol. 37, #1, January 2016 and July 2020.  
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I am also happy to say that a distant cousin noticed that the photo was on The River Raisin Battlefield 
Facebook forum in January of 2020.  She alerted me and I told them the correct order for the names (one 
man is unknown) and the correct spelling of Charles’ name.  The administrator thanked us for the correction 
and updated the posting to reflect the corrections! 
 
Returning to my discussions with my cousins, both were interested in what I had learned and excited to 
hear about our French-Canadian heritage.  They further told me that my great uncle, James Evoe’s, eldest 
daughter, Jean, by his first wife, was still alive.  I contacted Jean and spoke with her about the family.  She 
was surprised about the name change and didn’t know that we were of French-Canadian heritage.  Jean did 
remember that Sue Evoe, her grandmother/my great-grandmother, loved to sing and actually sang some 
songs in French.  Jean further stated that Sue Evoe worked at Monroe’s Mercy Hospital and told me other 
family stories.  She and my other Evoe cousins also had no idea that the Evoe family had been in Monroe 
(Frenchtown) for so long, nor that Evoe was not our original surname.  In fact, one of her half-brothers 
thought his dad, James Evoe, had been born in France!  
 
I continued to work on my family tree, and I was fascinated that my family had been in Monroe for a very 
long time.  Around this same time, I discovered the French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan 
(FCHSM) on Facebook and their wonderful website.  I began to educate myself more about the history of 
the Detroit area and the Great Lakes region.  I read books, that were recommended by FCHSM members, 
about New France, early Detroit/Windsor history, and how French Canadians had settled a vast area of the 
U.S.  From the FCHSM Facebook forum, I learned how to ask questions, how to receive genealogy 
assistance, and about book collections like Denissen and the Dictionary of Canadian Biography which 
could provide a wealth of information.  I also stumbled upon the Genealogy Society of Monroe County’s 
website which was a great resource with archives that included a large collection of obituaries which I 
bought and were sent to me.  From this information, I learned that my paternal second great-grandfather’s 
name was, Joseph and my paternal second great-grandmother’s name was possibly Prudence (Generation 
VI). 
 
As I continued researching on ancestry.com in 2011, I noticed that there were a few people who were 
contributing to my Yvon/Hivon/Evoe line regularly.  I decided to contact them, because they seemed to 
have sources for their contributions; and I thought we also might be related.  When I heard back from one 
of them, Anne Hagberg, I discovered she was an Evon (one of the variations of Hivon).  Kathee Kiessbach 
was her second cousin, and she was in touch with Candi Evon from Windsor (who had married into the 
Evon family).  They all had contributed to the information about the Yvon/Hivon/Evoe family line.  They 
all had been researching for some time and graciously shared with me their research.  They gave me a large 
file that traced Yves Phlem’s (Generation I) descendants into the 20th century, including the different 
variations such as, Evon, Evou, and Evoe.  For the first time I read about my great uncle, Clyde Evoe, who 
tragically died in a motor vehicle accident when he was 19 years old.  I saw familiar names from the 
obituaries who acted as pallbearers at family funerals and how they were connected to my family.  The 
information was detailed, and it helped me strengthen my research with those records.  Not only did they 
provide me with excellent information, we all became friends.  They told me they were so happy to meet a 
“living Evoe cousin.”  Anne Hagberg would later unearth another important clue to my heritage. 
 
By 2012, I began attending the FCHSM meetings often and met helpful people, like Suzanne Sommerville 
and Diane Sheppard.  Suzanne’s research into the Brunet dit Bourbonnais family allowed me to flesh 
out Susan Brunet’s paternal side; however, her maternal line proved to be a challenge since I didn’t know 
her maiden name.  Diane assisted me initially with explaining about Acadian ancestry vs. French-Canadian 
ancestry and pointing out that there was a great deal of mythology that had grown up around the founding 
of Detroit and that sources needed to be checked to determine if they were primary or secondary.  Some 
were simply legends without any factual information. 
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Through my research on ancestry.com, I discovered I was related to Colonel François Navarre who is 
credited as ‘the founder of Monroe” and who received a land deed from the Native Americans in the area. 
Colonel Navarre and his wife, Mary Suzor Navarre had 14 children and most people with extensive ties 
to early Monroe are related to them.  I descend through their daughter, Marguerite Navarre, who married 
into my grandfather’s maternal side.  As I went back through the generations of Navarres, I found on 
members’ public trees that the family traced back to European nobility.  I was excited about this “find” and 
I told my family who were also intrigued.  By this time, I had been corresponding with Diane Sheppard by 
email.  I told her about my “find,” and she told me that although the Navarre connection to royalty had been 
widely shared for generations, it was untrue. Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, another FCHSM member, had 
been able to trace the family using primary sources which debunked their connection to royalty.  I promptly 
made copies of her articles in the Michigan’s Habitant Heritage, and I updated my tree to reflect her 
research.  I also learned valuable lessons about being cautious about adding information from trees that 
don’t have verifiable sources! 
  
In late 2012, I learned that Monroe had a dedicated library for genealogical research, the Ellis Library, and 
they were sponsoring a Pioneer Family program.  I looked at the qualifications, and I was delighted to find 
my family’s history in Monroe fit perfectly!  The requirements for me were very easy and were as follows: 
trace an ancestor that had lived in Monroe before 1817 and prove how you were related to them using 
accepted sources.  I chose my three times great-grandfather, Joseph Louis Hivon (Generation IV).  I 
completed the required paperwork and waited for my certificate.  About 2 weeks later, I was surprised to 
receive a phone call from an Ellis librarian.  She informed me my certificate had been mailed to me, and 
she stated that as the submitted applications were reviewed, an interesting trend was emerging.  They were 
finding people who were related, but who didn’t know each other.  This was the case with me, and did I 
want to be put in contact with a cousin of mine?  My answer was resounding “Yes.”  She said she was glad 
and that my cousin, Ray Dushane, was one of their best amateur genealogists!  The very next day Ray 
contacted me and that was the beginning of friendship that would prove invaluable to assisting me with my 
genealogy in Monroe.  He explained that his ancestor, Angelique Hivon, and my three times great- 
grandfather, Joseph Louis Hivon, were siblings.  He sent me charts, sources, land deeds, wills and so much 
more.  He very graciously invited me to Monroe to show me more records.  In the summer of 2013, I was 
able to visit Monroe and meet him at the Ellis Library. 
 
He and I poured over records for two hours, but one he was particularly anxious to show me was the 
marriage record of Jean Baptiste LeBrèche and Angelina Drouillard (Generation IV). In the records, 
Father Gabriel Richard of Ste Anne de Detroit recorded that Jean Baptiste was the son of François 
LeBreche and a Woman of the Miami Nation!! [See the marriage act from 22 February 1815 in Saint-
Antoine, Rivière-aux-Raisins (present-day Monroe, Michigan, on the next page).1  Additionally, I was 
intrigued to discover that my family had interactions with Father Richard who had played an important role 
in early Detroit.  I had previously mentioned to Ray that there was a persistent rumor of Native-American 
heritage, but no other information.  Ray was delighted to assist me in knocking down another of my “brick 
walls.”  Here was proof that at least one of my family’s stories were correct.   
 

                                                             
1 Also, see Patricia E. Lafayette, compiled by, The Marriage Records of Saint-Antoine sur la Riviere-aux-Raisins, 
Monroe County, Michigan 1794-1845 (Genealogical Society of Monroe County, Michigan, 2019), 26. 
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Translation: The twenty-secon day of the month of February of the year of our Lord 1815, after having published one 

marriage bann and having dispensed with the publishing of two others between Jean Bapitste LaBrèche, adult son 
of the deceased François LaBrèche and a female Indian of the nation of Miami, residing in this parish, on one 
part, and between Angélique Drouillard, adult daughter of Dominique Drouillard and of the late Josephte 
Laviolette, originally of this parish (native = born there), and residing there, on the other part, without any 
opposition or any legitimate and religious impediments, other than the prohibited time period which we have 
dispensed, we, the undersigned priest, pastor of Ste Anne du Detroit, have received their mutual consent of 
marriage, have given them the mutual benediction according to the ceremonies of the Roman Church in the 
presence of Dominique Drouillard, the bride’s father; of Hyacinthe Bernard, of Joseph Jacob, of Basile Bernard, 
and other relatives and friends who have signed or declared not knowing how to sign.2 

 
Ray guided my husband and me around Monroe. He pointed out where my four times great-grandfather’s, 
Joseph Hivon’s, (Generation III) land was located and the part of his land which he donated to build the 
first Catholic Church in Monroe, initially called St. Antoine.  After building a new church located in the 
heart of the city, the name was changed to St. Mary.  Our last stop was a memorial to those buried in the 
old St. Antoine’s cemetery which had been forgotten until a new subdivision was being built in the late 
1990s.  When workers began finding human remains, the building halted.  After an investigation determined 
that the site had been where St. Antoine Church and cemetery had been located, the site was set aside as a 
park and later a monument was installed.  The monument is inscribed with the names of the families who 
were buried there.  The names were known since the records of St. Antoine were intact.  I saw my Hivons 
and Navarres listed, but I  later realized that I had over a dozen families members listed on it! 
 

To be continued. 
 
 

                                                             
2 Translation by Janet Dawson and Suzanne Boivin Sommerville. 


