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Journey to Discovery: Finding my Unknown French-Canadian Heritage 
Dawn Danowski, FCHSM member (dkdano@yahoo.com) 

When I was growing up, I thought I knew my heritage.  I was well aware of my maternal heritage of 
Irish/Scotch/English and German descent. My mother had worked intermittently on her family tree for 
years.  I also knew that my father’s maternal line was Scotch and German.  His German line had been 
extensively researched back to the 17th century in Germany.  However, my paternal grandfather had passed 
away before I was born, so the only information I had about his family came from my grandmother and 
was limited to the following: our last name was French, and we had Native-American ancestors.  I was very 
curious about these facts, but no one seemed to know anything more. 

After my father died in 1984, I found among his papers, the death certificate for his father, Earl Evoe. 

 
Earl John Evoe.1 

 
For the first time, I saw the names of his parents, John Evoe and Susanna Bourdina.  I noticed also that 
Susanna’s last name had been altered by hand from what was initially printed on the certificate.  That 
seemed unusual to me, but I stored the certificate away with other family documents and photos and mostly 
forgot about it for years. 

Fast forward to the age of the internet.  I began trying to research my father’s paternal line very casually. 
When I searched “Evoe,” I found the definition stated it was “an exclamation of Bacchic frenzy.”2  While 
that definition seemed intriguing, I couldn’t find any information about it being used as a surname.  With 
my great-grandmother’s surname, Bourdina, I found the name was Eastern European, often Russian.  I 
thought it might be possible, but unlikely, since I had never heard of a Russian heritage.  

By 2010, my sons were older, and I had more leisure time, so I decided to investigate my family history 
more thoroughly.  I had heard of a genealogy site called ancestry.com and followed their advice to enter 
what information I knew.  I started with my great-grandfather, John Evoe.  Unfortunately, I didn’t know 
much more than his name.   I made a guess at the years he may have been born and the location of his birth. 
My instincts proved to be correct and after searching for a few days, I found him on a member’s private 

                                                        
1 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/63210906/earl-john-evoe - photo submitted by Frank Orr. 
2 Collins English Dictionary. Copyright © HarperCollins Publishers 
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/evoe 
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tree (which you can’t see unless you are invited.) I contacted the owner of the tree, whose last name was 
Lamarand (a name that I had never heard before), and I anxiously awaited her reply. 

I was delighted to receive an invitation from her after we discussed how I was related to John.  I went to 
her tree and found John and his wife, Susanna/Susan (Generation VI), listed along with my grandfather and 
siblings. (I thought my grandfather only had one sibling, but here all four were listed.  I went to John’s 
parents and found they were James Hivon and Adeline Lamarand (Generation V) (which is how I was 
related to the owner of the tree).  However, the name, Hivon, was confusing.  The discovery of this name 
change was to become very important for my research. I happily went back in time through the lineage of 
the Lamarand/LaMirande family from Michigan, to Canada, and finally to France in the 15th century.  

The Lamarand tree didn’t have much about John’s wife, Susanna/Susan, other than they were married and 
lived in Monroe; her maiden name was not listed on that tree.  Eventually, I began to search for more 
information and came upon their marriage record. It listed her name as “Susie” Borbine (and her dad’s 
name as Joseph Borbine) and that John Evoe and “Susie” married in 1899.3 

 
#724: Marriage Record for John Evoe and Susie Borbine (sic -Bourbina/Bourbannis/Bourbonnais) 

I searched for Joseph or Susie Borbine in Monroe, and I was again hitting a genealogy “brick wall”!  Then, 
I stumbled onto Monroe County Library’s online obituary service.  I found the obituary for Susan Evoe 
and several other family members’ obituaries and sent for them.  I hoped the obituaries would contain 
helpful information, and I wasn’t disappointed when Susan’s came!  Her father was listed as Joseph 
Bourbina which was an Anglicized version of Bourbannis (a “dit” name which I would discover shortly) 
and was used in Monroe extensively.  This version seemed to be more related to the Bourdina listed on my 
grandfather Earl’s death certificate. I would later learn much more about Susan’s extensive French-
Canadian heritage, but I don’t think we will ever know why someone changed the death certificate to an 
incorrect version of her surname (albeit, an Anglicized one). 

Now that I knew about the name change and I had learned that our family had spent a long time in Quebec 
before coming to the U.S., I wanted to talk to my two first cousins, Dennis and Robert Evoe about what 
they knew.  Also, around this same time I received a friend request from someone named Holly Evoe on 
Facebook.  I had no idea who she was, so I didn’t immediately accept her request. Using Facebook to 
discover family and cousins actually can be quite helpful I was to learn later. 

After talking to both of my cousins, I learned that they too were trying to find out information on the Evoes, 
but were not making any progress.  Dennis said he had heard that our surname was changed, but he had 
heard it was “Haven” or something similar, but he couldn’t find anything that verified that (later I would 
discover why he had heard the name “Haven”).  

                                                        
3Ancestry.com. Michigan, Marriage Records, 1867-1952 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations, Inc., 2015. 
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My cousins also verified that Holly Evoe was indeed my cousin.  Her grandfather, James Evoe, was my 
grandfather Earl’s brother (Generation VII).  James had a total of 10 children, all who lived to adulthood, 
married, and had many children themselves.  After “friending” Holly Evoe, I became “Facebook friends” 
with many Evoe cousins.  I found many living in Monroe, downriver, or in the Toledo area.  They knew 
very little about the family history, but most had heard that we were French and had some Native-American 
ancestors just as I had heard.  Later, I would be able to share about our verified Native-American 
connections. 

As I was mulling over my new-found information about my paternal heritage, I realized although the family 
had come from France a long time ago; they actually had lived in Québec for centuries.   I knew a little 
about the province and its distinct French culture.  Thus, it occurred to me that I was French-Canadian!  I 
was determined to continue on this path of discovery.  My path would help me to learn history, to challenge 
some family stories, to verify others, and to enrich my life in many ways. 

 

Lineage Chart of Yves Phlem by Dawn Evoe Danowski 
 

I Yves Phlem 8 Apr 1724 Marie Lereau 
 (Guillaume/Marguerite Peroine) Île-d’Orléans (Sixte/Reine Deblois) 

II Joseph Yves Phlem 13 Feb 1748 Marie Françoise Dessureaux 
 (Yves/Marie Lereau) Ste-Geneviève-de-Batiscan (François/Marie Bertrand) 

III Joseph Phlem DeHivon 29 Sep 1783 Marguerite Sordillet  
 (Joseph/Marie Dessureaux) Sandwich (François/Jeanne Gendras) 

IV Joseph Louis Hivon 29 Jun 1831 Angelina LeBreche 
 (Joseph/Marguerite Sordillet) Monroe (Jean Baptiste/Angelina Drouillard) 

V James Hivon 1874 Adeline Lemerand 
 (Joseph/Angleina Lebreche) Monroe, MI (Jean Baptiste/Suzanne Fontaine) 

VI John Hivon (Evoe) 1899 Susanna Bourbonnais (Borbina) 
 (James/Adeline Lemerand) Monroe, MI (Joseph/Prudence Foley) 
  
VII Earl Evoe 24 Mar 1920 Harriet Pearl McGill 
 (John/Susanna Bourbonnais) Monroe, MI (John/Harriet Zorn) 

VIII Larry Evoe  Barbara McGrew 
 (Earl/Harriet Pearl McGill) Allen Park, MI (Robert/Edith Lehmann) 

 

Generation IX omitted for privacy, as well as the marriage date of Generation VIII. 

To be continued. 

 

 


