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You do not need to take notes

• I will be uploading a PDF of this presentation to the River 

Raisin page on the FCHSM website:

• https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=31

• I always gather a lot more material than I can cover in a 

presentation, so you will find a number of lists at the end of 

my presentation that supplement the previous slides.

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=31


The Potawatomi

Michael McCafferty, author of Native American Place Names of Indiana, notes

that there is no known etymology for "Potawatomi". The "people of the place 

of fire" or “keepers of the fire” is a folk etymology.

• The name Potawatomi is not Algonquian in origin, it comes from  the 

Sioux language: Omaha wáhiúðaxá, Kansa wáhióyaha, Winnebago wo·rá·xe, 

and Iowa-Oto woraxa, whose etymology likewise is unknown (as far as I 

know). (Raised dot indicates a long vowel, a vowel with long duration.).

• The Miami-Illinois name for the Potawatomi is waahoorahe. 

• This appears to imply that the Potawatomi were first pointed out or 

introduced to the Miami and Illinois peoples by Sioux speakers. 

•



I’m grateful to Dawn Evoe Danowski for taking me on a tour of 
Monroe on June 17, 2019 – following are two of my pictures from that 

tour

Navarre Anderson Trading Post
The original beams used to construct the 

Navarre Anderson Trading Post



Introductory Information

• The Potawatomi, Huron/Wendat, Odawa/Ottawa, and 

Ojibwa/Chippewa all made grants to the French Canadians and 

British Habitants of the Detroit River Region.

• Rather than limiting a discussion to a very broad summary, I will 

present details regarding: 

• an event or topic that provides insight into life in Détroit and the 

relationships between Native Americans and French Canadians or

• corrects an overly romanticized view of how our ancestors lived or 

dressed.

• You will also be introduced to underused records for the Détroit River 

Region. 



Introductory Information - continued

• I’m passionate about researching French Canadians and their relationships with 

Native Americans based upon my own ancestry:  I descend from seven 

voyageurs (Denis Bourgery, Pierre Chesne, Charles Deniau dit Destaillis, Pierre 

Dumouchel, Pierre Leboeuf, René Rivet, and Michael Viau) and four families 

who settled in Détroit during its first ten years (Campeau - Catin; Mallet – 

Thunay; Robert – Ptolomée; Roy – Ouabankikoué; and François Pelletier dit 

Antaya. 



During this part of my presentation, I will be discussing the 
following: 

• The French Canadians who protected and 
cared for the families of Détroit’s Native Allies 
while the warriors were on a military 
expedition;

• The Native Americans’ relations with traders  

and merchants; 

• The roles played by Native Americans as 

traders and merchants;

Native-American re-enactor at Colonial Michilimackinac holding a 
trade gun. He is  wearing a trade shirt, breech-clout under the trade 
shirt, mitasses (leggings), and moccasins. 



Détroit’s Commandants and Habitants protected and cared for the families of 
their Allies who were participating in a military campaign

• In 1714, François Daupin, sieur de LaForest, commented that the Potawatomi who had 

not yet had the opportunity to erect a fort moved their wives and children into the fort 

whenever they feared that they would be under attack. This is the ultimate expression 

of trust!

• During the period between 1739 – 1750, while the warriors were on a military 

expedition with the French, Détroit’s commandants and habitants provided their Allies’ 

wives and children with the following: 

• Housing, food, clothing, and coffins for those who died;

• Protecting the wives and children of their Allies are the tip of the iceberg 

regarding the goods and services provided to our Native Allies



During the period from 1739 – 1750, the commandants of the posts in the 
Great Lakes ordered some of their residents to provide goods and services for 

the “benefit of the King” – See the Military Page on the FCHSM Website  
https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=27 and the end of this presentation 

for a list of the people who supplied these goods and services

Reasons for these requests

• Supplies were not readily available due to military campaigns, wars, 

and the movement of the Huron Mission.

• The individuals or companies supplying goods or services submitted a 

statement listing the goods or services provided so that they could be 

reimbursed.  Robert Navarre recorded or certified many of the 

statements in Détroit

• Many of the goods and services were supplied to Native Americans, 

their families, or for their benefit.

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=27


Types of Goods and Services Provided during the 
1739 – 1750 period

• Clothing and other gifts given to Indians

• Food for military campaigns, conferences with Native 

Americans, for the wives and children of Allies who were on a 

military campaign, or for the use of Native Americans as they 

returned home or travelled to Montréal for conferences with the 

Governor

• Military equipment and supplies

• Transportation related goods

• Blacksmith, Gunsmith, or Armorer Services

• Translating services provided by Interpreters



Traders or Merchants sold the following types of merchandise to Native 
Americans and French Canadians

The decision of what each person would purchase 
was probably based on  practical and safety 
considerations. 
• Guns and ammunition that could be used for 

hunting, as well as defensive or offensive purposes; 

• Tools such as axes, hatchets, hammers, and saws;

• Kettles and other cooking items;

• Trade items manufactured for sale to Native 
Americans;

• Fabric and finished clothing such as trade shirts and 
camisoles;



Traders or Merchants sold the following types of merchandise to Native 
Americans and French Canadians – continued 

o Native Men wore trade shirts and moccasins; women used 

fabric to make clothing such as mitasses (leggings) and 

breech-clouts for the men;

o Détroit’s French-Canadian voyageurs and many of the 

habitants wore trade shirts, mitasses (leggings), breech-

clouts, and moccasins throughout the French Regime;

o Détroit’s French-Canadian women’s petticoats reached to 

their mid-calf as documented by Peter Kalm, the Swedish 

naturalist, when he was in Montréal.  The length of their 

petticoats was adopted from the clothing worn by Native 

Women.  A shorter petticoat was practical when they tended a 

kitchen garden, worked in the fields, or for those who lived in 

the Fort, considering that Détroit’s streets were not paved. 

Women would have also worn moccasins. 



Cultural Métissage – Soldier’s Clothing

Clothing and Equipment Supplied to the Canadians and the French 

Soldiers for a Winter Campaign during the French and Indian War:

In his journal for 17 – 28 February 1757, Louis Antoine de Bougainville, 

Montcalm’s aide-de-camp, noted the following: Not only had the clothing 

been adopted from Native Americans, but merchants also supplied 

French-manufactured weapons that were adopted from Native-

American weapons. The clothing and weapons included: 

• one pair of leggings or mitasses;

• one breechclout (Bougainville noted that the French soldiers were issued 

breeches and drawers instead of a breechclout);

• one tomahawk;



Cultural Métissage – Soldier’s Clothing - continued

• Two pairs of deerskin shoes (moccasins);

• Two portage collars;

• One pair of snowshoes;

• One bearskin

[Louis Antoine de Bougainville and Edward P. Hamilton, editor, 

Adventure in the Wilderness – The American Journals of Louis 

Antoine de Bougainville, 1756-1760 (Norman, Oklahoma, University 

of Oklahoma Press, 1964), p. 87]



Cultural Métissage – Men’s Clothing
Jonathan Carver was a resident of Massachusetts who visited Detroit on 27 June 1766. 
Following are excerpts from his derogatory remarks regarding Detroit and the habitants:

The land is very good, producing all the necessaries of life in abundance, but 
by reason of the inactivity and idleness of the French inhabitants provisions 
are very dear, they themselves living but a little better than the Indians and 
even here seem fully to possess that spirit of gaiety so natural to that nation, 
for it is not uncommon to see a Frenchman with Indian shoes and 
stockings, without breaches, wearing a strip of woolen cloth to cover what 
decency requires him to conceal. Yet at the same time he wears a fine 
ruffled shirt, a laced waistcoat with a fine handkerchief on his head. But 
since the English have frequented these parts the French have laid by many of 
their savage customs.

[Jonathan Carver and Norman Gibb, editor, Travels through the Interior Parts of North America in the Years 1766, 1767, 
and 1768 (Minneapolis: Ross & Haines, Inc., 1956, third edition), pp. 113-118.]



Cultural Métissage – Clothing – Sources 
• Kent, Timothy J. Ft. Pontchartrain at 

Detroit: A Guide to the Daily Lives of 
Fur Trade and Military Personnel, 
Settlers, and Missionaries at French 
Posts, Volumes I and II;

• Moreau-DesHarnais and Wolford 
Sheppard, Le Détroit du Lac Érié – 1701-
1710, Volume 1, and Le Détroit du Lac
Érié – 1711-1720;

• The Huron Mission Records – JR, Vols. 
69 and 70;

• Culture and Heritage Page on the 
FCHSM Website:

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?
pt=14 
• Re-enactors at Colonial Michilimackinac

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=14
https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=14


Native Americans as traders and merchants - We often overlook 
or diminish the roles that the Native Americans played in the 

trading conducted in Détroit   

• In 1718, Jacques Charles Sabrevois de 

Bleury commented “All these nations make 

a great many bark canoes, which are very 

profitable for them.”

• They could have traded snowshoes as they 

did in the St. Lawrence Settlements.

• Keep in mind that canoes were emptied of 

their cargo every night and on every portage 

to avoid being damaged!

• Voyageur at Colonial Michilimackinac. He is wearing a trade 

shirt, breech-clout, and mitasses (leggings).  



We often overlook or diminish the roles that the Native Americans played in 
the trading conducted in Détroit - continued

• Native Women raised Indian corn, beans, peas, 

melons, squashes, and sometimes, French wheat.  

They sold or traded their excess crops to French 

Canadians. 

• The Huron, Odawa, and Potawatomi all hunted.  

They could have traded bison, deer, or other wild 

animals with the French Canadians who did not 

hunt, or for the soldiers in the garrison so the 

French Canadians had adequate meat in their 

diets.

• Herds of bison or buffalo living south of Lake 

Erie are documented in historical records.  

Cadillac even documented their presence in his 

1703 map of the region. 



Native Americans as traders and merchants – why were bison and 
bear furs sold to French Canadians?  

• In Detroit, Native Americans traded bison and bear furs 

with French Canadians who used them as bedcovers 

because many of the earliest homes were constructed 

hastily without floorboards and window openings were 

covered with scraped rawhide or oiled paper!

• Cadillac’s 20 June 1706 convoy was said to number 270 

people, which included 25 families, 150 soldiers, as well as 

voyageurs.  Housing needed to be constructed rapidly after 

their August arrival.

• Glass was not readily available because it was not 

manufactured in New France. After it was imported, it 

needed to be crated and then brought by canoe to Détroit on 

a five to six–week journey; canoes were emptied of their 

cargo every night and on every portage.

• Fort St. Joseph Booklet Series, Sheltering New France, p. 20



Sources for specific information regarding what was sold to Native 
Americans or French Canadians in the Détroit River Region

• Timothy J. Kent, Ft. Pontchartrain at 
Detroit: A Guide to the Daily Lives of 
Fur Trade and Military Personnel, 
Settlers, and Missionaries at French 
Posts (Silver Fox Enterprises, 2001);

• The Huron Mission Records (Vol. 69 and 
70 of the JR) provides us with a detailed 
list of items sold, traded, or used to pay 
French Canadians – see the Fur Trade 
Page on the FCHSM website for a list of 
specific items and the end of this 
presentation:

•  https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=22 

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=22


Volumes 69 and 70 of the JR provides us with a detailed list of items sold, 
traded, or used to pay French Canadians. These accounts provide us with 

great insight into life in Détroit between 1733 – 1751.  See the Fur Trade Page 
on the FCHSM website for a list of specific items: 

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=22 

• Furs and animal skins;

• Fabric, clothing, and sewing related 

items;

• Weapons;

• Food;

• Meat;

• Herbs and spices;

• Seed;

• Living animals;

• Wine, brandy, tobacco;

• Tools;

• Farming equipment;

• Equipment for animals;

• Building materials;

• Armorer’s tools;

• Blacksmith’s tools;

• Kitchen and dining items;

• Furniture;

• Knives

• Transportation items;

• Fishing items;

• Miscellaneous items

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=22


Détroit’s Native Allies – geographical considerations

Détroit’s Native Populations circa 1718:

Ojibwa/Chippewa: 60-80 men – they 

lived on an island in Lake St. Clair

Odawa/Ottawa: 100 men – they lived 

on the Canadian side of the River

Huron/Wendat: 100 men – they lived 

s.w. of the Fort

Potawatomi: 180 men – they lived s.w. 

of the Huron

Keep in mind that the French Canadian 

Population in 1712 was 30 – they were 

vastly outnumbered by Native Americans 

during most of the French Regime.

1703 map attributed to Cadillac



Henry Louis Deschamps de Boishébert’s 1731 Map of the Détroit River 
Region (de Léry copy) – available from New France Archives - https://nouvelle-

france.org/eng/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=40552& 

https://nouvelle-france.org/eng/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=40552&
https://nouvelle-france.org/eng/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=40552&


Henry Louis Deschamps de Boishébert’s 1731 Map of the Détroit River 
Region (de Léry copy) – cropped portion of previous map

• The Odawa/Ottawa village and fields 

were on the Canadian side of the 

Detroit River opposite the French-

Canadian Fort.

• The Huron/Wendat village and fields 

were located s.w. of the French-

Canadian fort, but they also had fields 

on the Canadian side of the River.

• The Potawatomi village was located 

s.w. of the Huron/Wendat village and 

fields



The Huron/Wendat Villages – 1728 – 1749 
• Circa 1728, the Huron/Wendat were granted 

a Jesuit missionary.  The original mission 

was located on the Détroit side of the River.

• In 1742, the Huron/Wendat mission was 

moved to Bois Blanc Island (present-day 

Bob-Lo Island).  A number of French-

Canadians were employed on the island.

• In 1748, Chief Nicolas burned the Huron 

Village and with 70 warriors moved to 

present-day Sandusky, Ohio. 

• In 1749, the Huron Mission was moved to 

the Canadian side of the River east of the 

Ambassador Bridge near Assumption Church 

and the University of Windsor.  See the next 

two slides.



Chaussegros de Léry’s 1749 map of the Détroit River Region

• Staring in 1734, French-Canadian habitants 
began to ask the commandants to forward a 
request to the Governor and Intendant for a 
ribbon farm outside the fort. 

• The first grants were made in 1734 and 
continued throughout the French Regime.  See 
the Land Page on the FCHSM website for 
instructions on how to access these grants:

 https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=24 

• The initial grants were made east of the fort, 
towards Grosse Pointe.  Later grants were made 
s.w. of the Fort on the Coast of the Potawatomi.

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=24


Detail from Chaussegros de Léry’s 1749 map of the Détroit River Region – 
note the location of the concessions or ribbon farms



Location/Movements of Détroit’s Native Americans circa the late 1760s and 

early 1770s – 10 years after the start of the British Regime

• The Ojibwa/Chippewa lived in present-day 

Macomb County (north of Lake St. Clair) and 

Kent County, Ontario (Thames River).

• The Huron/Wendat remained near the mission 

they established in 1749 for a while.

• The Odawa/Ottawa moved to the Maumee 

River and Sandusky River (east of present-day 

Toledo, Ohio).

• The Potawatomi moved to the River Raisin 

area before 26 May 1771.

See Guillaume Teasdale, Fruits of Perseverance: The 

French Presence in the Detroit River Region, 1701-1815 

for a thorough discussion of British Policy regarding 

Native-American land grants.



Potawatomi 26 May 1771 grant to Robiche (Robert) Navarre, fils

We the chiefs of the tribes of the Poutewatamis nation at 

Detroit have deliberated and given of our will a piece of land 

of 4 arpents wide on all its depth located in our former 

village to Robiche, son of the ecrivain (writer/notary).  We 

give him this land forever (in perpetuity) so that he can make 

his field, that he lights his fire and that he takes care of our 

dead.  And for the surety of our words  we have made our 

marks supported with two porcelain branches.

Ratified by the Honorable Henry Basset Major Commandant at Detroit 

15 July 1772 in the presence of Mr. George Magdougall and the 

Poutewatamis chiefs and Robert Navarre fils (son, junior) in the 

prescribed forms in the name of His Majesty and conforming to the 

orders of his excellency.

Translation by Gail Moreau-DesHarnais



Although the Potawatomi moved to River Raisin before May 1771 
they continued to make grants in the Détroit River Region

• Three grants were made in 1776, 
including a grant to the Macomb 
Brothers of Grosse Ile, but the rest of 
the grants were made in July and 
August 1780.

• The grants were located on the Detroit 
River and on the River Rouge as can 
be seen on the following map.

• Modern adaptation of Aaron Greeley’s 1810 
Map of Private Claims in Detroit (the map 
shows land ownership as of 1796) – courtesy 
of the NY Public Library: 
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/012
b9df0-aae0-0135-37b6-6b582a93c81a 

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/012b9df0-aae0-0135-37b6-6b582a93c81a
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/012b9df0-aae0-0135-37b6-6b582a93c81a


Detail from previous map focusing on concessions southwest of the Fort  

• The continued growth of the population 

of the Détroit River Region, resulted in 

increasing demands for additional ribbon 

farms.

• Unlike previous concessions that fronted 

on the Detroit River these concessions 

fronted on the River Rouge and its 

tributaries which allowed the 

Potawatomi to make more concessions 

than if they fronted on the Detroit River



Cropped Portion of Aaron Greeley’s 1810 Map of the Private Claims in River 
Raisin (owners as of 1796) – The Potawatomi made grants on the River 

Raisin, Huron River, Otter River (Rivière au Loutre) allowing them to make 
more grants than if the grants fronted on the Detroit River -

https://michiganology.org/uncategorized/SO_26e9d8b0-70e5-453d-af76-45698f96ded4

https://michiganology.org/uncategorized/SO_26e9d8b0-70e5-453d-af76-45698f96ded4


Potawatomi Grant to Pierre Descompt dit Labadie

On 15 May 1786, the Potawatomi granted 

Pierre Labadi [Pierre Descompt dit Labadie] 

land on the River Raisin adjoining the land of 

Sieur Jn. Bte. Sanscrainte [Jean Baptiste 

Romain dit Sanscrainte] and Dame Alexis 

Campau [Madeleine Demers]. Potawatomi 

Chiefs: Ashkybagoa, Kisvoinim, 

onemouxhkois, Nawiyattun, windigo, 

vehibinesse. Witnesses: J. Bte. Sanscraint [Jean 

Baptiste Romain dit Sanscrainte], Frs. Navarre. 

Recorded 25 September 1797 [Film #8580435, 

Image 165; Film #8580436, Image 161; Film 

#8359719, Images 375-376]. 



Researching and Documenting the lives of the earliest 
landowners in River Raisin – Frenchtown

It starts with the Potawatomi Grants,
but shouldn’t end there – rather just listing the additional 
grant recipients I’m going to discuss how you can access 

these grants yourself.  
The complete list of the Potawatomi Grants can be found on 

the River Raisin page on the FCHSM website: 
https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=31 

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=31


The Benefits of Examining other Records

• With few exceptions, most recipients had been residents of the Detroit River 

Region for several years prior to receiving their grants from the Potawatomi.

• Your research can’t be considered complete until you examine all of the records 

pertaining to them or their ancestors.

• We will be examining resources available from the Wayne County Register of 

Deed’s Office and a summary and translation of those records. 



The register of deeds records should be regarded as the Detroit 
Notary Records – deed records are only part of what is available

• Land or Property Records:

• Land concessions and grants

• Land and property sales and leases, including multiple sales of 

concessions granted by the Potawatomi

• Mortgages

• Records regarding slaves

• Purchases and sales of slaves

• Provisions that grant freedom to a slave

• Business agreements



Family Documents Available from the Register of Deeds 
Microfilms

• Marriage Contracts

• Family Agreements regarding distribution of estate

• Gift of land in exchange for care

• Will or Mutual Will

• Estate Inventory

• Disputes regarding distribution of estate



In 1936, the Michigan Works Progress Administration (WPA) summarized all of the 
recorded documents in the Wayne County Register of Deeds Office – note the dates for Vol. 

1 are misleading because all of these deeds were recorded after 1796 – the Potawatomi Deeds in River 
Raisin – Frenchtown are in this volume – FHL Film 8359719, Images 45 and 303 



Content of each WPA Summary Book

• Each book is arranged in alphabetical order and contains a four to five line 
summary of the transaction, names the parties and witnesses, the date, and the 
date the transaction was recorded. It also states whether the original transaction 
was in French, and a reference to the Volume # and the page number (in the 
upper corner) where the transaction will be found in the Detroit/Wayne County 
records).

• For real estate transactions, the alphabetical entries include the Native-American 
deeds, property purchases, and gifts.

• The alphabetical entries also includes the summaries of other transactions.

• Each book also contains two indices: one index contains the names of the other 
party in a real estate transaction and another index that contains the names of the 
other party in a non real estate transaction.



Jean Baptiste Romain dit Sanscrainte’s entries in Vol. 1 of WPA translations and 
summaries - Family Search Digitized Film 8359719, Image 430

• See the second entry from the top – 

his 10 May 1779 grant was the first 

made by the Potawatomi in River 

Raisin.  

• François Navarre who is considered 

by some as “the father/founder of 

Monroe” did not receive his grant 

until 11 June 1783



The Potawatomi granted land to some of the same recipients (or their relatives) during 
both periods.  In some cases the Potawatomi granted land in Wayne County as well as 
present-day Monroe County.  See the indices below.  The index for Vol. A, B, C, is on 

the left – Vol. 1 is on the right. FHL Film 8359729, Images 40 and 300



The Wayne County Register of Deeds’ Records are contained on 210 
Digitized Films.  They can be accessed from the following link: 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/244568?availability=Fam
ily%20History%20Library

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/244568?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/244568?availability=Family%20History%20Library


The Recorded Copy of the Deed can be accessed from
Family Search Digitized Film 8580435, Images 67-68



Top of the second page of the recorded copy of the deed



You can access a typed transcription of this Potawatomi Deed from Family Search 
Digitized Film 8580436, Images 68-69.  Following is image 68



Top of the second page of the typed transcription
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