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EDITOR’S PAGE 
Jo Zurwell, # 10349  Editor@acgs.org 

The Editorial Board has put together this issue 

of the American-Canadian Genealogist that is 

filled with informative and interesting articles 

that we hope our readers will enjoy. 

The articles we have selected for this issue are 

on the longer side, so we have kept the number 

of articles down from the normal.  We have 

also included, in the center of the journal, the 

agenda, speaker and topic information for the 

Fall Conference, as well as nominee 

biographies and the ballot for the 2023 ACGS 

annual Board of Directors and Officers 

Election. 

The first article is Look for Unexpected 

Information in Parish Records and was written 

jointly by Larry Autotte, #3505 and Ronald 

Blais, #6271.  In this article, they discuss 

unexpected information that was found in a 

baptism record and some things to learn from 

their findings.   

Geoffrey Bodeau, #10435, Pierre Gendreau-

Hétu, Jean Beaudin, Michael Sager writes our 

second article.  In this article, Finding the Y-

DNA ‘Signature’ of the New France Pioneer 

René Baudin (1663-1737), they describe the 

project they undertook to reconstruct an 

accurate Y-DNA ‘signature’ for their ancestor 

René Baudin.  They encourage those that read 

this article to contact them at the email 

addresses listed on the article with any questions 

or if you would like to learn how to participate 

in this type of research for your family.  

Because of the length of this article, it has been 

broken up to go on either side of the Fall 

Conference information in the center of the 

journal. 

Our last article is Part II of an excellent addition to 

the Etoile d’Acadie section from Paul Delaney 

entitled, The Reconstruction of the Passenger List 

of the Pembroke.  This is the second of three 

segments of this article that will span over all three 

issues of 2022.  In this second section, Paul 

describes the fate of the escapees from the 

Pembroke and provides a list of the passengers as 

reconstructed from his research for this ship.  Paul 

descends from many of the lines of people from 

this vessel, perhaps if you have Acadian ancestors 

you may descend from one of these heroic families 

as well. 

 Also, in this issue you will find the From Other 

Publications compiled by Larry Autotte, #3505 as 

well as our listing of New Members since our last 

issue.   

We welcome our members' feedback on the latest 

look and feel of the journal.  Please email us at 
editor@acgs.org with your comments. 

mailto:Editor@acgs.org
mailto:editor@acgs.org
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Finding the Y-DNA ‘Signature’ of the New France Pioneer René Baudin (1663-1737) 

Geoffrey Bodeau, #10435, Pierre Gendreau-Hétu, Jean Beaudin, Michael Sager 

(gbodeau@gmail.com; gendreau.hetu@gmail.com; beaudinj@gmail.com)  

We undertook a project to reconstruct an accurate Y-DNA ‘signature’ for our ancestor René Baudin1 and we 
describe it in the following pages. We started by recruiting six men who were interested in genealogy and 
who had documented male lines going back to René Baudin (1663-1737), who emigrated from France to 
Quebec as a young man.  We then proceeded to get the most comprehensive Y-DNA test available, currently 
the ‘Big Y-700’ test from FamilyTreeDNA.com.   

To simplify the comprehensive results, we organized this article into: 

 Biographical information on René Baudin and his wife Suzanne Lavallée, including a general 
description of what life was like in early Quebec. 

 Explanation of the DNA tests used in genealogy. 

 Results of our Y-DNA tests. 

 Implications of this project for other French-Canadian families, including how other French-Canadian 
families could replicate our work to establish the DNA ‘signatures’ of other ‘New France Pioneers.’  

 Thoughts regarding this new field of “Genetic Genealogy” and its future development and growth. 

1. This project expands on and complements a paper originally published in Michigan’s Habitant Heritage, the journal of the French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michi-
gan: Bodeau, Geoffrey, Beaudin – Bodoh – Bodeau: Using DNA Evidence to Solve a Genealogical Roadblock Caused by Anglicization of a French-Canadian Name, Part 
I, Vol. 40, #3, July 2019, pp. 147-156, and Part II, Vol. 40, #4, October 2019, pp. 183-189. In that paper we used Y-DNA to help get past a difficult genealogical barrier 
caused by the anglicization of the family name Beaudin.  A modified version of this paper was also published in Mémoires de la Société généalogique canadienne-
française, the journal of the Société généalogique canadienne-française: Pierre Gendreau-Hétu, Geoffrey R. Bodeau, Michael Sager: La signature ADNy de René 
Beaudin (1663-1737), Vol. 72, No. 4, Cahier 310, Winter 2021, pp. 266-280. 
2. Jetté, René, Dictionnaire Généalogique des Familles du Québec, des Origines à 1730”, Gaëtan Morin Éditeur Itée, Montréal (Québec), Canada, 2003, p. 62. 

René Baudin 

It was 1663 and Louis XIV was King of France.  The ‘Sun King’ had been on the throne since 1643 and 

would rule for another 52 years.  Also known as ‘Louis the Great,’ (Louis le Grand) he would be the longest 

reigning monarch in European history.  During his 72 year and 110-day reign he would bring the French  

monarchy to its peak of absolute power and would make France the dominant power in Europe.  His reign is 

associated with unprecedented prosperity and what may have been the greatest age of French culture, art, and 

the sciences.  Elsewhere, the Ottoman – Habsburg wars were raging with Osman declaring war on Austria, 

the English and Portuguese fleets beating the Spanish at the battle at Amegical, while England and France 

were aggressively sending settlers to their colonies in New England and Nouvelle France.  René Baudin was 

born in Niort, France, on 29 July, 16632. 

Niort is situated in western France in the former province of Poitou.  Some of Poitou’s main historical cities 

include Poitiers (the historical capital city), Châtellerault (France’s King’s establishment in Poitou), Niort, La 

Roch-sur-Yon, Thouars, and Parthenay.  Until Louis revoked the Edict of Nantes in 1685 (the Edict granted 

the Calvinist Protestants, or Huguenots, of France toleration and substantial rights), Niort was a hotbed of  

Huguenot activity.  Niort is located approximately 40 miles northeast of La Rochelle, the major port on the 

western coast of France where many of the pioneers of Nouvelle France embarked, including the Carignan-

Salières Regiment in 1665, and many of the Filles du Roi, or ‘King’s daughters’, between 1663-1673.  Niort 

still has its ‘old city’ and the church of Notre Dame de Niort, with the original baptismal font where René was 

baptized.  There is the old city hall and many buildings dating back to the reign of Louis XIV and the birth of 

René. 

mailto:gbodeau@gmail.com
mailto:gendreau.hetu@gmail.com
mailto:beaudinj@gmail.com
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René Baudin, also spelled Beaudin and Bodin in the records, was baptized on 

29 July 1663 in the Catholic church of Notre Dame de Niort, the child of 

Charles Baudin and his wife Jeanne Moinet.  From the legal records in France, 

we know that Charles was born around 1640, possibly in Poitiers, was a mason 

and died in Niort on 10 June 1684.  His mother died on 10 May 1679.  René’s 

brothers and sisters included Renée – 1661, Marie – 1665, Aubin – 1666, 

Michel – between 1667-1677, Marie – 1669, Anne – between 1671-1682, André 

and Andrée – between 1674-1681 (twins), and Charles – between 1676-1677.  

After the death of his mother, René’s father remarried in 1681.   

When he was about ten years of age, René began his apprenticeship as a stone mason with his father or 

another mason.  The apprenticeship to become a mason was a difficult and arduous task that would usually 

last about ten years.  Once René arrived in New France in 1683, at the age of 20, he would call himself a 

mason. 

On his days off from his work as a mason’s apprentice, René almost certainly spent time in the Marais 

Poitevin.  The Poitevin marshes, are located just west of Niort and northeast of La Rochelle.  The name 

Marais Poitevin means “Poitou’s Marsh,” or the “Marsh of the Poitou Region.”  It is a remnant of what was 

the former Gulf of Poitou.  The western zone near the sea (about two-thirds of the area) is called the “dry 

marsh.”  It is used for farming and raising livestock.  The eastern zone, called the “wet marsh,” is a maze of 

islets crisscrossed by picturesque canals, now primarily a tourist destination for boating.  It is nicknamed “The 

Green Venice” (la Venise Verte).  René was likely adept at using the flat-bottomed boats, the most practical 

means of transportation through the area at the time, to navigate the canals.  The marshes were one of the 

choice places for fishing and this is where René probably became interested in fishing, a skill that could help 

explain his move to Mont Louis on the Gaspé Peninsula in 1699. 

Notre Dame de Niort, where René 
Beaudin was Baptized in 1663 

Leaving Niort for New France 

The exact date René left for New France and the ship he arrived in are not known.  René probably embarked 

for New France from La Rochelle in 1682-1683 on a three-year contract, the usual way many people came to 

New France.  None of René’s brothers or sisters came to New France.3  The voyage from La Rochelle to   

Quebec could last from three weeks to four months.  Food was frequently in short supply.  Often this was in 

the form of bad biscuits made of flour without vegetables or meat, diluted wine and dried fish.  Chickens were 

also brought, being killed and eaten on the ships. 

Once in Quebec René probably worked as a mason, farmer or land-clearer, we haven’t found a copy of his 

contract.  During the period of the contract, a person could not get married.  At the end of a contract some 

people returned to France while others chose to stay.  René remained in New France, perhaps as he had fallen 

in love with a lovely young lady from Beauport. 

René purchased land (a concession) in Beauport on 18 September 16864 at which time he was no longer under 

contract.  René probably met his future wife, Suzanne Lavallée, in Beauport before the end of 1686. 

3  René’s contract of engagement may have been with Ignace Juchereau Duchesny, the husband of Catherine Peuvret, daughter of a 
King’s Counselor.  Juchereau became Seigneur of Beauport in 1683 and sought settlers.  It is possible that René was hired as a ma-
son by Léonard Leblanc, his future wife’s maternal grandfather. 
4  Notary Genaple  
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Suzanne Lavallée 

Suzanne Lavallée was baptized in Beauport, on 16 Mar 1669, the daughter of the surgeon Pierre Lavallée 

(c. 1637-1686) and her mother, Marie-Thérèse Leblanc (c. 1649-1729).  Pierre Lavallée arrived in Quebec 

not later than 1657, as we find him as the godfather of an Amerindian at Trois-Rivières.5  He probably came to 

New France with his brother Jean, who signed Vallée, while Pierre always identified with Lavallée.  

According to the ages they gave at the censuses, Pierre was born around 1637 and Jean around 1642.  At the 

time of their marriages, Pierre and Jean declared that their parents, Pierre Lavallée and Madeleine 

Dumesnil, resided at Saint-Jean, bishopric of Rouen, in Normandy. 

Pierre and Jean were both confirmed by Monseigneur de Laval at Château-Richer on 2 February 1660.  

According to notarized deeds, Pierre was listed as a surgeon and master surgeon.  At that time surgeons 

frequently accompanied soldiers and sailors to repair broken bones, major lacerations and other wounds and 

injuries. 

Pierre Lavallée and Marie-Thérèse Leblanc were married on 12 January 1665 in Beauport.6  Marie-Thérèse, 

the daughter of Léonard Leblanc (1626-1691) and Marie-Marguerite Riton (1623-1675), residents of the 

village of Fargy, Quebec, received as her dowry a cow and two pigs.  More biographical information on Pierre 

and Marie-Thérèse’s lines can be found in Langlois’ book on the families of Beauport.7 

Suzanne lived and grew up in Beauport.  At the time of her marriage, she could sign her name (René could 

not), meaning that she had gone to school and had some education.  At that time, it was the Ursuline nuns who 

gave this education to the girls.  Suzanne’s father Pierre died in 1686, when Suzanne was only 16 years old.  

5  Langlois, Michel, Les Ancêtres Beauportois (1634-1760), 1984, p. 235. 
6  Jetté, p. 1109. 
7  Langlois, Michel, Les Ancêtres Beauportois (1634-1760), 1984, pp. 235-240. 
8  Jetté, p. 62. 
9  The “Coutume de Paris”, or Custom of Paris was one of France's regional custumals of civil law. It was the law of the land in Paris 
and the surrounding region in the 16th–18th centuries and was applied to French overseas colonies, including New France. First 
written in 1507 and revised in 1580 and 1605, the Custom of Paris was a compilation and systematization of Renaissance-era cus-
tomary law. Divided into 16 sections, it contained 362 articles concerning family and inheritance, property, and debt recovery. It 
was the main source of law in New France from the earliest settlement, but other provincial customs were sometimes invoked in the 
early period. 
10  Jetté, p. 62. 
11  The Cathedral-Basilica of Notre-Dame de Québec is the oldest church in Canada, dating from 1664. The cathedral has twice been 
destroyed by fire, the first time being during the Siege of Quebec in 1759 and the second in 1922.  In 2014 the cathedral celebrated 
its 350th anniversary. As part of the celebrations, a holy door was constructed—the second outside Europe and only the eighth in the 
world. The church is a National Historic Site of Canada and located within the UNESCO World Heritage Site of the Historic Dis-
trict of Old Québec. 

René and Suzanne’s marriage contract was signed on 5 January 16878, probably  

negotiated before.  The contract is fairly standard according to the “Coutume de  

Paris,9” and tells us little other than the family and witnesses present.  René and   

Suzanne were married on 10 Feb 168710 in the Cathedral-Basilica of Notre Dame de 

Quebec11, in Quebec City.  René was 24 years old and Suzanne 16.  The original 

church that René and Suzanne were married in was destroyed by fire.  The beautiful 

new Cathedral-Basilica of Notre Dame de Quebec, built in 1922, can be visited   

today.  

 

Notre Dame de Québec, 
where René and Suzanne 

were married in 1687 
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René and Suzanne’s Family 

René and Suzanne’s first child, Philippe, was born on 15 December 168712 in Quebec City.  René and 

Suzanne probably lived in the lower town of Quebec City, likely in a wooden house with a thatched roof.  The 

lower town of Quebec was where working-class people lived, so René was probably working as a mason.  It 

was a time when stone was used mainly in buildings for the church, the Royal government and hospitals.  

Very few private homes were made of stone, even in the upper town.  Suzanne would have kept a garden for 

medicinal herbs and edible plants, like all the women of the time.  Suzanne and René’s second son, René, was 

also born in Quebec City, on 5 July 1689.13 

Suzanne and René’s third child, another son, Guillaume, was born on 21 July 169114 in Beauport.  So, it 

seems that the family had moved to Beauport by that time.  René was now likely working as a farmer, as few 

stone buildings were built outside the walls of Quebec City. 

The births of Pierre on 21 July 1693, Marie-Geneviève on 14 August 1695, and Michel on 20 December 

169715 followed at Beauport. 

The Move to Mont-Louis 

In 1699 René and Suzanne, now ages 36 and 30, with six children, left Beauport and moved to Mont-Louis on 

the Gaspé Peninsula to take part in a fishing venture run by Mr. Denis Riverin and the ‘Société de Mont 

Louis.’16 The ‘Société de Mont Louis,’17 or Mont-Louis Company, was established in Paris in April 1696 as a 

business venture to establish a ‘dry fishery’18 at the mouth of the Saint Lawrence river.   

René and Suzanne sold all their possessions in Beauport that they couldn’t take with them and together with 

their children and at least twelve other families moved to Mont-Louis.  René, accustomed to fishing in the 

Poitevin marshes could have practiced it, in addition to agriculture. 

The agreement between the director of the Mont-Louis Company, Denis Riverin, and the inhabitants was to 

grant each inhabitant three arpents of frontage on the Mont-Louis River and 21 arpents deep.19  The Mont-

Louis Company was to provide them with food in full for the first year, half for the second year and very little 

for the third year, since their lands would provide them with food.  The provisions included flour, bacon and 

biscuits.  Other supplies, including timber and planking were to be paid for in cod from the fishery.   

12  Jetté, p. 62. 
13  Ibid. 
14  Ibid. 
15  Ibid. 
16  Noms des premiers’ habitants de Mont-Louis, Recensement 1699, Des Habitations Nouvelles du Mont-Louis in Archives Cana-
da France, accessed March 2, 2022, http://www.migrations.fr/recensementmtlouis.htm 
17  Mont-Louis in Archives Canada France, accessed March 2, 2022, http://www.migrations.fr/mont_louis_1699.htm 
18‘  Dry fisheries’ were carried out with light sailboats, called shallops, used mainly for coastal fishing during the late 1600’s. Dry 
fisheries operated mainly along the shores of Newfoundland, Labrador, the Gaspé Peninsula, Cape Breton and Chaleur Bay.  The 
fresh cod was cleaned, salted and dried on the beach.  In the Fall, the dried cod would be transported to ports in southern France, 
Spain, Portugal and other Mediterranean countries. 
19  The most common unit of length in New France was the arpent, which was defined as 180 French feet (pied, of approximately 
32.48 centimeters or 12.79 inches).  The arpent used in Paris, was defined as 220 French feet.  

http://www.migrations.fr/recensementmtlouis.htm
http://www.migrations.fr/mont_louis_1699.htm
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Unfortunately, there was a major dispute between the other French partners and Mr. Riverin.  The company 
was dissolved in the Summer of 1700.  The 91 inhabitants of Mont-Louis were forced to abruptly abandon 
their homes and the community, leaving grain, cattle and everything that could not be taken away.  The 
company’s ship, La Colombe, departed on 18 July 1700 to return the inhabitants to Quebec City.  The Société 
de Mont Louis was formally dissolved on 16 Sept 1700.  The legal case contains many more details of this sad 
episode that cannot be given here.  The legal settlement gave very little to the expelled inhabitants and they, 
including our René, Suzanne and their family, were left in Quebec City. 

After this, it is believed that René and Suzanne moved back to Beauport, although documentation of this 
cannot be found.   

Back to Quebec City 

Sixteen years later, the census of 171620 again places René and Suzanne in the lower town of Quebec City, 
specifically on Rue du Sault-au-Matelot.  This street is still there and can be visited today.  It might be 
interesting to walk the street where our René and Suzanne lived.  René was listed as working as a mason at 
this time. 

La Prairie 

René and Suzanne moved their family from Quebec City to La Prairie, just south of Montreal, in 1717.  La 
Prairie encompassed a large area, including La Prairie, Saint-Philippe, Saint-Jacques and Saint-Constant.  
Settlement occurred first along the Saint Lawrence River, but it does not seem that René arrived early enough 
to obtain these first lands.  Instead, he settled along the La Tortue river, within the Seigneury of the Jesuits.  
Life was divided between clearing the land, agricultural cultivation, building and construction – including 
cabinet making, trade at the market and the fur trade with the Indians.  Suzanne and René lived in La Prairie 
between 1717, until their deaths in 1729 and 1737, respectively.   

20  Recensement de la ville de Quebéc 1716.  

Archaeological research in La Prairie and elsewhere, as well as inventories performed at the time of peoples’ 

deaths give an idea of the lives and property of settlers of that time.   

The first buildings were rapidly constructed in the so-called Huguenot style of La Rochelle.  They were made 

of vertically placed logs in the ground with the interior dug out to about one meter deep, with a thatched or 

straw roof.  The first house was used as a warehouse or stable and was replaced after a few winters by a larger 

building with a single stone fireplace.  The barn and stables would be of similar construction.  Farms would 

have a mixture of oxen, horses, cows, pigs and chickens. 

Daily food would largely consist of bread with eggs, cabbage, Jerusalem artichokes, peas, beans and onions – 

all grown in the garden.  There would also variously be spices, corn, cornmeal and squash.  Various medicinal 

plants, such as American ginseng (Panax quinquefolius), Bethroot (Trillium erectum) and Bloodroot 

(Sanguinarea canadensis) would also be grown in the garden.  Meat from hunting was also eaten, as available.   
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Of course, being Catholic, fresh or dried fish would also be eaten on Fridays and during Lent.  There were 

very few desserts.  The cooking would be done in the open fireplace, or on a stove of hot bricks covered with 

a plate.   

Wooden furniture, tables and cabinets were usually hand-crafted.  The wooden buckets used for carrying 

water would be hooped with iron.  There would be various pots and pans made of copper or iron, tin cups, 

spoons and forks without knives – the hunting knife was enough!  There would be at least one rifle. 

Clothing would be made in the home from local weaving.  Leather would come from local tanneries.  

Transportation would be done by flat-bottomed boats – similar to those used in the Poitevin marshes, as well 

as fishing boats and canoes.  In the winter transportation would commonly be by toboggan and with 

snowshoes made with laced rawhide (Babiche snowshoes). 

The French of La Prairie traded furs with the Indians and had orders not to sell them alcohol.  Early on the La 

Prairie market supplied firewood, fodder, and agricultural products to the nearby fledgling Montreal.  

Seigneurial watermills at Saut Saint-Louis and windmills at La Prairie were used to grind wheat and corn into 

flour. 

Religious life was of great importance.  Churches were built in every parish and attendance at baptisms, 

weddings, funerals and services was an obligatory routine. Future religious would leave their families to study 

at the Séminaire De Québec or in convents, or with the nuns in the Catholic hospitals for the poor and needy – 

known as the Hôtel-Dieu.  

The civil government administration was often linked to the militia and the judicial officers who would report 

to the Intendant.21   

The captain of the militia was a prestigious post.  The seigneurial and royal notaries wrote down the legal acts 

and records, especially as most of the population could not read or write.  Local elections followed the 

methods used in France, according to the Coutume de Paris.  

21  The Intendant of New France was an administrative position in the colony. He controlled the colony's entire civil administra-
tion. He gave particular attention to settlement and economic development, and to the administration of justice.  

Article Continues on Page 25 
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Finding the Y-DNA ‘Signature’ of the New France Pioneer René Baudin (1663-1737) 

Continued 

René and Suzanne’s Family 

 

Philippe 

René and Suzanne’s first child, Philippe, married Marie-Rosalie Mignault in Rivière-Ouelle on 7 August 

1720.  He had a concession at Côte St-Jacques on 6 October 1725.  All of his children were married either in 

Quebec City or in the lower St-Michel de Bellechasse River region.  His lone son, Pierre, had only one 

daughter – so he did not pass on the family surname.  

René 

René and Suzanne’s second son, René, worked as a blacksmith – locksmith.  He married Louise Circé (from 

St-Ours) in La Prairie on 14 January 1720.  René and Louise had three daughters and one son. 

Guillaume 

Their third son, Guillaume, and his youngest brother, Michel, married two sisters, Marie-Angélique and 

Françoise Dupuy.  Guillaume and Marie-Angélique were married on 11 January 172222 in La Prairie.  

Guillaume died in 1759 at Montmorency, possibly fighting the British during the Seven Years War.  

Guillaume had a large number of descendants and one of our project’s participants, Jean Beaudin, is 

descended from him. 

Pierre 

The fourth child of René and Suzanne, Pierre, married Marie-Anne Auprey in La Prairie on 28 November 

1718.23  Pierre’s father, René, gave his land in La Prairie to Pierre on 11 July 1735, when René was 71 years 

old.  At this point René, being an elderly widower, went to live with Pierre and his family.  Pierre and Marie-

Anne have many descendants.  Two of our project’s participants, Marcel and Richard Beaudin, are 

descended from him. 

Marie-Geneviève 

René and Suzanne’s fifth child, and their only daughter, Marie-Geneviève, married Joseph-Laurent 

Lefebvre on 30 Aug 1717 at La Prairie.  They lived on the oldest street in La Prairie and the house they 

lived in, 238 rue Saint-Ignace, still stands.  Marie-Geneviève and Joseph have many descendants, but none 

who carry the Baudin / Beaudin family name. 

22  Jetté, p. 63. 
23  Ibid, p. 62.  
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Michel 

René and Suzanne’s sixth and last child, Michel, married the younger sister of his brother Guillaume’s wife, 
Marie-Angélique.  Michel and Françoise Dupuy were married on 21 September 172524 in Longueuil.  Michel 
and Françoise have many descendants.  Three of the project participants, Geoffrey Bodeau25, Gregory 
Bodoh and Larry Bodoh are descended from Michel and Françoise. 

Suzanne died in La Prairie on 8 December 172926.  An inventory of Suzanne and René’s assets was performed 
at the time of Suzanne’s death and contains much interesting information on life in La Prairie in the early 
1700s.  Among other things, it indicates a relatively prosperous family.   

René died on 21 Jan 1737, also in La Prairie, probably at the home of his son Pierre.  He left six children and 

28 grandchildren.   

Six of René’s 6th-8th great-grandsons have collaborated on this project to find René’s Y-DNA ‘signature’. 

 

24  Jetté, p. 63. 
25  The anglicization of the name “Beaudin” at this point is discussed in one of our earlier papers published in Michigan’s Habitant 
Heritage, the journal of the French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan: Bodeau, Geoffrey, Beaudin – Bodoh – Bodeau: Using 
DNA Evidence to Solve a Genealogical Roadblock Caused by Anglicization of a French-Canadian Name, Part I, Vol. 40, #3, July 
2019, pp. 147-156, and Part II, Vol. 40, #4, October 2019, pp. 183-189. 
26  Jetté, p. 62. 

DNA Tests Used in Genealogy 

There are many DNA tests commercially available today.  Some of these are useful for medical reasons, such 

as testing for genes associated with increased cancer risk.  Others are primarily useful for genealogy and still 

others cross the lines between medical and genealogical uses. 

For our genealogical purposes the three main tests we will consider include: 

 Autosomal DNA tests 

 Y-DNA tests 

 mtDNA tests 

The autosomal DNA test examines a person’s autosomal DNA, which is general DNA that is found in all 

cells.  This is the most common test and is fairly good for finding close genealogical matches.  This is the 

least expensive of all of the commonly available DNA tests used in genealogy. 

The Y-DNA test examines the male Y-DNA chromosome.  (Males inherit a Y-chromosome from their father 

and an X-chromosome from their mother and are XY.  Females inherit an X-chromosome both from their  

father and their mother and are XX.)    Y-chromosome tests are used to follow the male line (i.e., father to son 

to son, etc.).  People who match on this test have a high likelihood of being on the same male line in a family.  

The mtDNA test examines a person’s mtDNA, or mitochondrial DNA.  Everyone inherits their mtDNA from 

their mother.  mtDNA is passed on from the mother to her children, both males and females, and can be used 

to follow the maternal lineage.   
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Here are several diagrams illustrating these DNA tests: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
All of these tests are becoming more widely available and more sophisticated each year. 

For this project we were interested in the Y-DNA tests in order to follow our patrilineal lines back to René 
Baudin. 

There are several different levels of Y-DNA testing.  Through FamilyTreeDNA.com, which is the testing 
service that we used, there are: 

 Y-37 

 Y-111 

 Big Y-700 

27  STR = Short Tandem Repeats are short sequences of DNA that are repeated numerous times. 
28  SNP = Single Nucleotide Polymorphisms are the most common type of genetic variation among people.  Each SNP represents a difference in a single DNA building block called a 
nucleotide.  SNPs offer a definitive answer to a potential relationship.  

Diagrams used with permission of Louise Coakley 
'What types of DNA tests are available?' 
https://www.genie1.com.au/blog/59-dna-test-types-available 

We decided to use the ‘Big Y-700’ test, which is the most comprehensive Y-DNA test currently available.  

This test guarantees evaluation of at least 700 STRs,27 but in reality, tests over 1000 STRs. It also examines 

over 200,000 SNPs28 on the Y-chromosome.  According to Mike Sager, a Y-DNA analyst at FTDNA and one 

of our co-authors, the Big-Y test covers approximately 20 million base pairs, which is the majority of the Y-

chromosome that can be sequenced. 

The value of testing Y-DNA STR markers comes from creating a Y-DNA signature, or haplotype, with them 

and comparing that Y-DNA haplotype to others in a database. They are useful for genetic genealogy because a 

person’s Y-DNA haplotype distinguishes his paternal lineage from others. 

Project Participants 

We looked for people active in genealogy with documented lineages going back to René Baudin.  We were 
able to recruit six interested men.   

Jean Beaudin    Age 70, from Sherbrooke, Quebec 

Marcel Beaudin  Age 93, from South Burlington, VT 

Richard Beaudin  Age 59, from Stittsville, Ontario 

Geoffrey Bodeau Age 64, from Minneapolis, MN 

Gregory Bodoh  Age 50, from Front Royal, VA 

Larry Bodoh    Age 77, from Miami, FL 

FamilyTreeDNA.com
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Here are each of the project participants’ patrilineages: 

Jean Beaudin’s Line to René Baudin: 

1. BEAUDIN Jean (FTDNA #B438583 = R-FT230943) 

2. BEAUDIN Joseph-Alcide (m. LONGPRÉ Laurette le 3 juin 1944 à St-Jacques-le-Mineur, QC) 

3. BEAUDIN Evariste/Wilfrid (m. BEAUDIN Mélina le 16 avril 1890 à St-Jacques-le Mineur, QC; 
réhabilitation le 19 février 1913) 

4. BEAUDIN Joseph (m. PINSONNEAULT/LAFLEUR Euphémie/Eloïse le 18 octobre 1859 à St-Jacques-
le-Mineur, QC) 

5. BEAUDIN Jean Baptiste (m. DAVID Florence le 4 novembre 1833 à St-Philippe, QC) 

6. BEAUDIN Louis (m. SAINT-YVES Marie Josephte le 22 novembre 1790 à L’Acadie, QC 

7. BEAUDIN Louis (m. MONET/LAVERDURE Marie Charlotte le 19 avril 1762 à St-Philippe, QC) 

8. BEAUDIN Guillaume (m. DUPUY Marie Angélique le 11 janvier 1722 à La Prairie, QC) 

9. BAUDIN René (m. VALLÉE Suzanne le 10 février 1687 à Beauport, QC) 

10. BAUDIN Charles (m. MOINET Jeanne le 11 avril 1660 à Niort, FR) 

 

Marcel Beaudin’s Line to René Baudin: 

1. BEAUDIN Marcel René (FTDNA #240544 = R-FT230943 > R-FT294006) 

2. BEAUDIN Armand Pierre (m. LEFEBVRE Eva le 4 juin 1929 à Sherbrooke, QC) 

3. BEAUDIN Adelard (m. PERRAS/FONTAINE Florina le 5 juin 1905 à Stanstead, QC) 

4. BEAUDIN Pierre (m. TRUDEAU Nathalie, le 23 octobre 1865 à St-Chrysostome/Châteauguay, QC) 

5. BEAUDIN Hyppolite (m. MONDOUX Rosalie, le 11 février 1839 à St-Isidore-de-La Prairie, QC) 

6. BEAUDIN Toussaint Joseph (m. GAGNÉ Josephte le 10 février 1812 à St-Constant, QC) 

7. BEAUDIN Charles (m. ROBIDOUX Marie Félicité le 5 juillet 1784 à St-Philippe, QC) 

8. BEAUDIN Charles (m. RÉAUME Marie Angélique le 18 octobre 1756 à La Prairie, QC) 

9. BEAUDIN Pierre (m. AUPRY/LARAMÉE Marie Anne le 28 novembre 1718 à La Prairie, QC) 

10. BAUDIN René (m. VALLÉE Suzanne, le 10 février 1687 à Beauport, QC) 

11. BAUDIN Charles (m. MOINET Jeanne le 11 avril 1660 à Niort, FR) 

Richard Beaudin’s Line to René Baudin: 

 

1. BEAUDIN Richard Michael (FTDNA #272743 = R-FT230943 > R-FT294006) 

2. BEAUDIN Jacques (m. MOORE Grace le 3 octobre 1959 à Iroquois Falls, ON) 

3. BEAUDIN Joseph Ernest (m. TURCOT Marie Annette le 15 janvier 1918 à St-Chrysostome/
Châteauguay, QC) 

4. BEAUDIN Joseph Arthur (m. DUMONT/LAFLEUR Marie Olivine le 17 février 1879 à St-Antoine-
Abbé/Franklin, QC) 

5. BEAUDIN Charles (m. VINCENT Flavie le 10 novembre 1834 à St-Isidore-de-La Prairie, QC) 

6. BEAUDIN Charles (m. ROUSSEL/SANSOUCY Catherine le 19 janvier 1808 à Châteauguay, QC) 

7. BEAUDIN Charles (m. ROBIDOUX Marie Félicité le 5 juillet 1784 à St-Philippe, QC) 

8. BEAUDIN Charles (m. RÉAUME Marie Angélique le 18 octobre 1756 à La Prairie, QC) 

9. BEAUDIN Pierre (m. AUPRY/LARAMÉE Marie Anne le 28 novembre 1718 à La Prairie, QC) 

10. BAUDIN René (m. VALLÉE Suzanne, le 10 février 1687 à Beauport, QC) 

11. BAUDIN Charles (m. MOINET Jeanne le 11 avril 1660 à Niort, FR) 
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Geoffrey Bodeau’s Line to René Baudin: 

1. BODEAU Geoffrey Robert (FTDNA #B285970 = R-FT230943 > R-FT354031 > R-FT232610) 

2. BODEAU Robert Francis (m. LITCHFIELD Lois Anne le 16 octobre 1954 à Eau Claire [Eau Claire Co], 
WI) 

3. BODEAU Francis Maurice (m. WILLIAMS Celia Marie le 5 septembre 1928 à Racine, [Racine Co], WI) 

4. BODOH George Henry (m. PETIT Margaret le 15 novembre 1886 à New London [Outagamie Co], WI) 

5. BEAUDIN James William (m. BALTHAZAR Julia le 26 décembre 1860 à Fond du Lac [Fond du Lac 
Co], WI) 

6. BEAUDIN Jacques Guillaume (m. NORMANDIN Louise, date et lieu inconnus) 

7. BEAUDIN Michel (m. PAQUET Josephte le 29 février 1808 à La Prairie, QC) 

8. BEAUDIN Michel (m. ROBIDOUX Josephte le 8 novembre 1784 à La Prairie, QC) 

9. BEAUDIN Michel (m. LEMIEUX Véronique le 18 février 1757 à La Prairie, QC) 

10. BEAUDIN Michel (m. DUPUY Marie Françoise le 21 septembre 1725 à Longueuil, QC) 

11. BAUDIN René (m. VALLÉE Suzanne le 10 février 1687 à Beauport, QC) 

12. BAUDIN Charles (m. MOINET Jeanne le 11 avril 1660 à Niort, FR) 

 

Gregory Bodoh’s Line to René Baudin: 

1. BODOH Gregory John (FTDNA #B44841 = R-FT230943 > R-FT354031 > R-FT232610) 

2. BODOH Theodore Joseph (m. Pritzl Carol Margaret le 19 mars 1944 à New London [Outagamie Co], 
WI) 

3. BODOH Clair John (m. Schmit Anna Marie le 10 juin 1905 à New London [Outagamie Co], WI) 

4. BODOH George Henry (m. Petit Margaret le 15 novembre 1886 à New London [Outagamie Co], WI) 

5. BEAUDIN James William (m. Balthazar Julia le 26 décembre 1860 à Fond du Lac [Fond du Lac Co], 
WI) 

6. BEAUDIN Jacques Guillaume (m. Normandin Louise, date et lieu inconnus) 

7. BEAUDIN Michel (m. Paquet Josephte le 29 février 1808 à La Prairie, QC) 

8. BEAUDIN Michel (m. Robidoux Josephte le 8 novembre 1784 à La Prairie, QC) 

9. BEAUDIN Michel (m. Lemieux Véronique le 18 février 1757 à La Prairie, QC) 

10. BEAUDIN Michel (m. Dupuy Marie Françoise le 21 septembre 1725 à Longueuil, QC) 

11. BAUDIN René (m. Vallée Suzanne le 10 février 1687 à Beauport, QC) 

12. BAUDIN Charles (m. Moinet Jeanne le 11 avril 1660 à Niort, FR) 

Larry Bodoh’s Line to René Baudin: 

1. BODOH Larry Dennis (FTDNA #932296 = R-FT230943 > R-FT354031) 

2. BODOH Clarence Edward (m. McNamara Margaret Ann le 2 juillet 1932 à Detroit [Wayne Co], MI) 

3. BODOH Abraham (m. Therrian Jennie Alma le 11 août 1902 à Flintville [Brown Co], WI) 

4. BODOH Richard Francis (m. Norman(d) Albina le 6 août 1878 à Duck Creek [Brown Co], WI) 

5. BEAUDIN Jacques Guillaume (m. Normandin Louise, date et lieu inconnus) 

6. BEAUDIN Michel (m. Paquet Josephte le 29 février 1808 à La Prairie, QC) 

7. BEAUDIN Michel (m. Robidoux Josephte le 8 novembre 1784 à La Prairie, QC) 

8. BEAUDIN Michel (m. Lemieux Véronique le 18 février 1757 à La Prairie, QC) 

9. BEAUDIN Michel (m. Dupuy Marie Françoise le 21 septembre 1725 à Longueuil, QC) 

10. BAUDIN René (m. Vallée Suzanne le 10 février 1687 à Beauport, QC) 

11. BAUDIN Charles (m. Moinet Jeanne le 11 avril 1660 à Niort, FR) 
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The Y-DNA Test Results 

After approximately 8 – 12 weeks all of the ‘Big Y-700’ test results were ready.  As noted above, the ‘Big Y-

700’ test examines over 200,000 SNPs.  These are typically organized from the most general haplogroup into 

subset groups based on their differences.  The naming of the haplogroups follows the convention of the Y-

Chromosome Consortium (YCC).30  Here is a listing of the SNP branches, or haplogroups, for each of the 

project participants, listed from most general to most specific: 

The haplogroups common to all our project participants are: 

R-M207 > R-M173 > R-M343 > R-L754 > R-L389 > R-P297 > R-M269 > R-L23 > R-L51 > R-P310 > R-

L151 > R-P312 > R-ZZ11 > R-DF27 > R-Z195 > R-Z198 > R-ZS312 > R-Z267 > R-SRY2627 > R-Z200 > R

-Z202 > R-Z205 > R-Z206 > R-Z208 > R-Z207 > R-CTS9762 > R-CTS4299 > R-BY12112 > R-FT230943 

Beginning at haplogroup R-FT230943 the terminal haplogroups for each person are: 

Jean Beaudin: 

R-FT230943 

Marcel Beaudin: 

R-FT230943 > R-FT294006   

Richard Beaudin: 

R-FT230943 > R-FT294006   

Geoffrey Bodeau: 

R-FT230943 > R-FT354031 > R-FT232610 

Greg Bodoh: 

R-FT230943 > R-FT354031 > R-FT232610 

Larry Bodoh: 

R-FT230943 > R-FT354031   

The haplogroup of R-FT230943 is where Jean is placed.  Marcel, Richard, Larry, Geoff and Greg are also in 

this group, but are also in subgroups of this. 

R-FT230943 has two subgroups: 

 R-FT294006:  Marcel and Richard are the only two people in this group. 

 R-FT354031:  Larry, Geoff and Greg are in this group. 

R-FT354031 has one subgroup: 

 R-FT232610: Geoff and Greg are in this group. 

The final confirmed Y-DNA Haplogroups are: 

 R-FT230943: Jean Beaudin 

 R-FT294006: Marcel and Richard Beaudin 

 R-FT232610: Geoff Bodeau and Greg Bodoh 

 R-FT354031: Larry Bodoh 

30  According to FamilyTreeDNA, Y-Chromosome DNA (Y-DNA) haplogroups and subclades names follow the conventions of the 
Y-Chromosome Consortium (YCC). The YCC short form names haplogroups with the first letter from the major haplogroup 
branch. This is followed by a dash and the name of the final SNP: R-M207 > R-M173 > R-M343, etc. 
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Here is the descendancy tree from René Baudin to each of the project participants.  This table includes each 

participant’s haplogroup and the location of the first appearance of each haplogroup on the tree: 

From this descendancy tree we can see that the common Y-DNA haplogroup for all the project participants is 

R-FT230943.  We therefore consider this to be the ‘Y-DNA signature’ of René Baudin.  All male descendants 

of René Baudin would be expected to share this haplogroup. 
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Application to Other French-Canadian Families 

The technique we used in our project to find the ‘Y-DNA Signature’ of one of Quebec’s original immigrant 

pioneers, could be applied to other of Quebec’s original pioneers.  A similar technique, using mtDNA analysis 

could also be applied to Quebec’s matriarch pioneers. 

The number of immigrants into Quebec, between 1608, with the arrival of Champlain and before the French 

defeat by the British in the war of 1754-63 is relatively small, including approximately 10,000 French 

immigrants31 (including approximately 2,000 women).  It should be possible to collect ‘DNA Signatures’ for 

many of these pioneers. 

Application to Families in France 

DNA testing for use in genealogy is widely available in North America and in many countries throughout the 

world.  Unfortunately, DNA testing has been banned in France since 1994 under the ‘loi de bioetiques’ (law of 

bioethics). The only way a person can take a DNA test legally in France is by getting medical approval or a 

court order allowing it. Anyone who breaks the law faces a fine of up to €3,750.  DNA studies of Québécois 

families in French-Canada, such as this one, may serve as a surrogate for studies of the population of France.  

We hope that this law will be changed, allowing the people of France to also receive this testing. 

Conclusion 

We set out to find the Y-DNA ‘Signature’ of one of Quebec’s pioneer immigrants from the 1600’s.  It was a 

project that combined history, genealogy, and modern DNA science.  We began with six men, most of whom 

had never met and who live in two different Canadian provinces and in four different American states.  We 

ended up with new friendships and relationships.  In the process we exchanged hundreds of email 

correspondences and learned many new things about each other, about ourselves, about genealogy, about the 

science of DNA analysis, and how the history of our family and Quebec are inextricably connected with each 

other.  It has truly been a journey of discovery for all of us.   

We hope that our methods and findings will be useful to others in a number of ways.  Other men who match 

their Y-DNA with ours will have DNA evidence to support their lines.  Other Québécois families could use 

the technique we have described to find the Y-DNA signatures of their male Quebec pioneers.  A similar 

technique could be used to create mtDNA signatures of Quebec’s female pioneers. 

This is one of the first studies using the new techniques of “Genetic Genealogy.”  We believe Genetic 

Genealogy will likely become an important addition to traditional genealogical research, references and 

proofs.  We look forward to seeing others use these techniques and to the growth and further development of 

Genetic Genealogy in the years to come. 

31  Samuel Venière, updated by Clayton Ma, “Population Settlement of New France,” in The Canadian Encyclopedia, Historica Can-
ada, accessed March 1, 2022, https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/peuplement-de-la-nouvelle-france  

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/peuplement-de-la-nouvelle-france

