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Beaudin — Bodoh — Bodeau:
Using DNA Evidence to Solve a Genealogical Roadblock
Caused by Anglicization of a French-Canadian Name — Part 1
Geoffrey Robert Bodeau, M.D., FCSHM member (gbodeau@gmail.com)

French-Canadian Emigration and Anglicization:

Approximately 900,000 French-Canadians left Canada and came to the United States between the years
of 1840 and 1930, according to Claude Bélanger of the Department of History at Marianopolis College in
Montréal. Some of these people would eventually change their names for various reasons, including to
assimilate or better fit into their new society, a process called ‘Anglicization.” This could create serious
roadblocks for genealogists and family historians trying to trace back their family lines.

The Family Name:

My grandfather’s name, when he was born on 21 February 1900, in New London, Wisconsin, was Francis
Maurice Bodoh. He was from a 100% French-Canadian family. His father was George Henry Bodoh,
born on 17 October 1863, in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and his mother was Margaret Petit, born on 16 June
1866, also in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

Francis knew that his birth name of ‘Bodoh’ wasn’t spelled as expected, given its French-Canadian
origin. When his brother William Francis Bodoh (1891-1975) was a soldier in France during World War
I, he looked for examples of his ‘French’ birth name of ‘Bodoh’ in phone books, city directories and
elsewhere — but couldn’t find any. This was additional confirmation that the name ‘Bodoh’ was not a
‘French’ name. After the war, Francis and Will thought about and discussed this with family members
and other people. When these two brothers married two sisters, Celia Marie Williams (1906-1993) and
Alice Williams (1903-2001) on 5 September 1928, they legally changed their last names from ‘Bodoh’ to
‘Bodeau.’ In the legal papers that made the change, Francis stated that the reason for the name change
was: “...to secure the name of my grandfather, correctly spelled Bodeau and not Bodoh, which
latter name has been used by our family for many years.”
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Franc1s Maurlce Bodeau Name Change Document 5 September 1928.

Francis and his brother William’s families have carried the name ‘Bodeau’ ever since. The rest of Francis

and William’s family kept the last name ‘Bodoh.’

Now, after 90+ years, there are many of our relatives that carry the names of both ‘Bodeau’ and ‘Bodoh’

— but we are all from one family, descended from George Henry Bodoh and Margaret Petit.

The search for our original family name has been of interest to many people in our families through the

years. The purpose of this document is to explain my thoughts and work on this question.
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I began looking into the question of our family name in earnest in about 2013. As a first step, I reviewed
the extensive genealogical work of my mother, Lois Anne Litchfield. Lois had collected many important
documents and records on both sides of our family. Working on my father’s side of the family, the
Bodeau line, I updated the family tree using as many new records as I could find. I discovered many
good sources for French-Canadian genealogy including René Jetté’s Dictionnaire Généalogique des
Familles du Québec, des Origines a 1730, the red books of Gabriel Drouin’s Dictionnaire National des
Canadiens-Frangais (1608-1760), Eloi-Gérard Talbot’s Généalogie des Familles Originaires des Comtés
de Montmagny, L'Lslet, Bellechasse, the many Catholic Church Parish marriage record books, and
several internet websites, including the PRDH — Programme de Recherche en Démographie Historique
(https://www.prdh-igd.com/en/home).

After spending several years and hundreds of hours filling out many of our French-Canadian lines, I still
could not get past the ‘Bodoh’ name to find our original family line and family name.

At this point I reached out to an author of a reference I had found for French-Canadian families in Pepin
County, Wisconsin. Her name is Virginia DeMarce. Virginia has a Ph.D. from Stanford University, has
been president of the National Genealogical Society from 1988-1989, has published a number of
historical and genealogical works, and has done extensive research on French-Canadian ancestry and
genealogy. Here is a link to Virginia DeMarce’s biography on  Wikipedia:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia DeMarce.

I asked Virginia if she might take a look at our family records and see if she could help us find our correct
family line going back. She agreed, so I sent her all the information I had regarding our line. After
several months of research, she got back to me, explaining why she believed the correct line was through
Michel Beaudin and his wife Josette Paquet. I listened to her reasoning, and it seemed to make sense. |
then diagrammed out this line and entered it into our family tree, presuming it to be correct. During the
process of adding in the people of this portion of our family tree, I found many interesting ancestors and
details. I hoped to be able to add additional supportive evidence for this line in the future.

DNA testing gave me some of the additional evidence I had hoped to find.

My father, Robert Francis Bodeau, had his autosomal DNA tested through Ancestry.com.
Ancestry.com informed us that Robert had a ‘DNA match’ with a person ‘bigbezer456’ (aka Richard
Brazeau) — and that their most recent common ancestor was Jacques Paquet, who was born on 14
September 1675 in Bourg-Royal, Quebec. The line went through Josette Paquet, as Jacques Paquet was
Josette’s great-grandfather. Here is the diagram of the DNA match:
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bigbezerd56’s tree »; View Full Tree
7,870 people

© Shared Ancestor Hint ~ Hide Details

According to your famity trees, it looks like you have a shared ancestor. Review the info below to confirm the relationship. You can
take this opportunity 1o get in tosuch, share stories and photos, or just say hello

Jacques Paquet
&th Greot-Grandfathes

Maurice Paguet Jacques Charles Paquet

Sth Groot. Groandfather 3th Great-Grond uncle

[
Shared Ancestor Hint 1 of 4

Louis Paquet Charlotte Paquet

Atk Grect Grandfother 2132 Cousin (Srrermoved

Josette Paquet Marie Chartotte Hotte

ird Greot-Grandmather snd Couin (S¥ remaved

Jacques Guillaume Beaudin Louis Boutron dit Major

nd Gepat-Griondfather 3rd Cousin (4x removed)

James William Beaudin Gedeon Ambroise Beautron dit Major

Greot-Grontiotiver 4th Cowsan {22 removed

Emile Beautron dit Major

th Cowsin (3x restoved

Francis Maurice Bodeau Emma Marie Major
Father £¢h Cowndn [ Lx removed

l Robert Francis Bodeau ' Donat Leon Brazeau
Self Teh Cousin

bigbezerass

Fth Cousmy [ 1x removed,

DNA Match- Robert Francis Bodeau to Jacques Paquet

This was strong supportive evidence that we were on the correct track.

For my 60™ birthday, in March 2018, I decided to have my Y-DNA tested through FamilyTreeDNA
(website: https://www.familytreedna.com). I ordered the Y-DNA 111 test, which was fairly expensive. I
hoped to match with another person along the male line in our family tree and, thereby, gain additional
evidence that we had found the correct line.

DNA Testing:

Let me digress for a moment and explain about the three different types of DNA testing available. To put
it simply, these are the types of DNA testing that are generally available for use in genealogical research:

e Autosomal DNA
e Y-DNA
e mtDNA

The autosomal DNA test is the least expensive of these tests and tests a person’s autosomal DNA (general
DNA found in all cells). This is the most common test and is fairly good for finding genealogical
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matches. This is the test offered by Ancestry.com and MyHeritage.com and is also offered by
FamilyTreeDNA.

The Y-DNA test is quite a bit more expensive. This tests the male Y-DNA chromosome and is used to
follow the male line (i.e., father to son to son, etc.). People who match on this test have a high likelihood
of being on the same male line in a family. This is the test that I purchased from FamilyTreeDNA.

The mtDNA test is also expensive. Everyone has mtDNA (or mitochondrial DNA) from their mother.
This is passed on from the mother to their children (both boys and girls) and can be used to follow the
maternal lineage. I also purchased this test and have a number of mtDNA matches that go through my
maternal line. But that is outside the scope of this project.

Here are several diagrams illustrating these DNA tests:

Autosomes

mitochondria Chromosome pairs 1-22

() &
B0 K
K NN
W Jw |

KW RY

Chromosome pair 23
XY male or XX female

nucleus Y-chromosome

X-chromosome

T
:

yDNA * * mtDNA

Diagrams used with permission of Louise Coakley
'What types of DNA tests are available?'
https://www.geniel.com.au/blog/59-dna-test-types-available
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There is quite a bit of information on the internet about these different DNA tests, their meaning and how
best to use them. You can read more about this on your own.

The Y-DNA Match:

Now, back to my narrative. After waiting for about 6-8 weeks, I was notified that my Y-DNA test was
ready. Disappointingly, I did not have any matches. Well, I would wait and hope for a match at some
point in the future.

After about 3 weeks I received an email from FamilyTreeDNA saying that someone had just matched
with my Y-DNA. I went to the website to examine the match and found that it was with a certain
‘Marcel Beaudin.” Now, on FamilyTreeDNA you can choose to reveal your email address to people
who match with you. Marcel Beaudin had listed his email address. I emailed Marcel and waited. No
response. [ then thought that maybe, with such a French-sounding name as Marcel Beaudin, that this
gentleman might not speak English — as I had written to him in English. I, therefore, wrote and sent a
more formal email, using the best French I could manage. Shortly afterwards I received a nice email
back, in English, from Marcel Beaudin. He had taken the Y-DNA 37 test and we had matched with a
‘genetic distance’ of 3. The ‘genetic distance’ is the number of differences or mutations you have
between your and another person’s DNA. Marcel and I differed at 3 loci out of 37, which is a close
match, indicating that we most likely shared a common ancestor through our male lines.

Once you have a DNA match with someone, the next step is to trace both of your family trees back to find
what is called your ‘Most Recent Common Ancestor’ or ‘MRCA.” Over the next several months Marcel
and [ worked together to find our MRCA.

In the process I learned that Marcel Beaudin was 89 years old, lived in South Burlington, Vermont, and
was a very accomplished retired architect. His family was from Québec, and his father immigrated to the
United States as a young man. As we exchanged emails, Marcel brought into the conversations his
brother, Roger Beaudin, who lives in Delaware, and his daughter, Becky, who lives in Philadelphia, and
we all got to know each other to some degree. After all, it is quite personal to share the details of your
family with another person or people.

As it turned out, Marcel and I did go back to the same common ancestor: René Beaudin, who was born
in 1663 in Niort, Poitou, France. René came over to New France as a young man. He married a young
woman named Suzanne Vallée dife Lavallée, who was born in 1669 in Québec. They lived in Beauport,
Québec, which is located on the north shore of the St. Lawrence river, on the north side of Québec City
and across from the Ile d'Orléans. Later they moved west and south to the city of La Prairie, which is
located on the St. Lawrence river, across from the city of Montréal.

René Beaudin and Suzanne Vallée dite Lavallée had six children.! These are their children:

1)  Philippe Beaudin, born 17 December 1687, Québec

2) René Beaudin, born 6 July 1689, Québec

3)  Guillaume Beaudin, born 22 July 1691, Beauport, Québec

4)  Pierre Beaudin, born 23 July 1693, Beauport, Québec

5) Marie Geneviéve Beaudin, born 14 August 1695, Beauport, Québec
6) Michel Beaudin, born 21 December 1697, Beauport, Québec

' René Jetté, Dictionnaire généalogique des familles du Québec des origines & 1730 (Montréal: Les Presses de
I’Université de Montréal, 1983), 62.
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Marcel and his family line are descended through René and Suzanne’s fourth son, Pierre Beaudin. My

line and I are descended through their fifth son, Michel Beaudin. Here are the lines from René and
Suzanne to Marcel and me:

Marcel Beaudin’s Line:

Charles Beaudin
Bef. 1640 — 1684, France
(Spouse: Jeanne Monet, Bef. 1646 —, France)

René Beaudin
Immigrant Ancestor from France
1663 — 1737
Birth: Niort, évéché, Poitiers, Poitou (ar. Niort, Deux-Sevres), France
Death: Laprairie, Province of Québec, Canada
(Spouse: Suzanne Vallée dite Lavallée, 1670 — 1729)
I

Pierre Beaudin
1693 — 1754
(Spouse: Marie Anne Aupry, 1699 — 1730)

Charles Beaudin
1719 — 1761
(Spouse: Marie Angélique Réaume, 1729 — 1796)
|
|

Charles Beaudin
1757 — 1825
(Spouse: Félicité Robidoux, 1761 — 1810)
|
|

Toussaint Joseph Beaudin
1790 — 1876
(Spouse: Josephte Gagné, 1793 — 1874)
|

|
Hyppolite Beaudin

18151886
(Spouse: Rosalie Mondoux, 1822 — 1889)
|
|

Pierre Beaudin
1844 — 1907
(Spouse: Nathalie Trudeau, 1848 — 1921)
|

|
Adélard Beaudin

1886 — 1967
(Spouse: Florina Perras, 1883 — 1962)
|
|
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|Armand Pierre Beaudin
1906 — 1975
(Spouse: Eva Lefebvre, 1908 —2003)

Marcel René Beaudin
1929 —
Geoffrey Bodeau’s Line:

Charles Beaudin
Bef. 1640 — 1684, France
(Spouse: Jeanne Monet, Bef. 1646 —, France)

René Beaudin
Immigrant Ancestor from France
1663 — 1737
Birth: Niort, évéché, Poitiers, Poitou (ar. Niort, Deux-Sevres), France
Death: Laprairie, Province of Québec, Canada
(Spouse: Suzanne Vallée dite Lavallée, 1670 — 1729)

|
Michel Beaudin

1697 — 1767
(Spouse: Marie Frangoise Dupuis, 1703 — 1762)
|

|
Michel Beaudin

1726 — 1787
(Spouse: Véronique Lemieux,1736 — 1813)

|
Michel Beaudin

1760 — 1838
(Spouse: Josephe Robidoux,1764 —)
|

|
Michel Beaudin

1786 — Aft. 1833
(Spouse: Josette Paquet,1788 — Aft. 1833)

Jacques Guillaume Beaudin
Bet. 1800-1812 — 1874
(Spouse: Louise Normandin,1817 — 1895)
i

James William Beaudin
1836 - 1918
(Spouse: Julia Balthazar,1844 — 1912)
|

|
George Henry Bodoh

1863 - 1934
(Spouse: Margaret Petit, 1866 — 1947)
|
|
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Francis Maurice Bodoh/Bodeau
(changed name to Bodeau)
1900 — 1967
(Spouse: Celia Marie Williams, 1906 — 1993)
|

Robert Francis Bodeau
1932 —
(Spouse: Lois Anne Litchfield, 1932 —)
|

|
Geoffrey Robert Bodeau

1958 —

Marcel and I are 8" cousins once removed. Marcel and my father, Robert Francis Bodeau, who was born
in 1932, are of the same generation. They are 8" cousins. Marcel’s daughter, Becky, and I are of the
same generation. Becky and I are 9" cousins.

It was interesting to me to see that over an approximately 350-year period that Marcel and my Y-DNA
had only undergone three mutations, or changes, from each other. That was less than one change every

100 years!

Another Y-DNA Match:

Let’s now fast forward to February 2019. About the third week in February I received an email from
FamilyTreeDNA that I had another Y-DNA match. I had been busy at work and decided I would get to
looking at it sometime later. About a week later I received an email from a ‘Jean Beaudin.” Jean had
taken the Y-DNA 37 test and said that we had matched our Y-DNA with a genetic distance of 1. That
was even closer than I had matched with Marcel! Jean and I began going through the process of
comparing our family trees to find our MRCA. In the process of exchanging emails, you get to know
some about each other. Jean, as I found out, was born in 1951, so was about 67 or 68 years old. He had a
Ph.D. in geology and had retired from work as a geologist in Canada. He lived in Sherbrooke, Québec,
and was a native French-speaker, although he could also speak good English. Jean had a number of
children and four grandchildren, with a fifth grandchild on the way. We found that Jean and I also shared
René Beaudin as our MRCA. Jean, and his family line, is descended through René and Suzanne’s third
son, Guillaume Beaudin. Here is Jean’s line:

Jean Beaudin’s Line:

Charles Beaudin
Bef. 1640 — 1684, France
(Spouse: Jeanne Monet, Bef. 1646 — , France)

René Beaudin
Immigrant Ancestor from France
1663 — 1737
Birth: Niort, évéché, Poitiers, Poitou (ar. Niort, Deux-Sevres), France
Death: Laprairie, Province of Québec, Canada
(Spouse: Suzanne Vallée dite Lavallée, 1670 — 1729)
|
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Guillaume Beaudin
1691 — 1759
(Spouse: Marie Angélique Dupuis, 1692 — 1765)
|
|

Louis Beaudin
1741 - 1791
(Spouse: Marie-Charlotte Monet, 1740 — 1811)

Louis Beaudin
1764 — 1833
(Spouse: Josephte Saint-Yves, 1773 —)
|

Jean Baptiste Beaudin
1793 — 1875
(Spouse: Florence David (Davy), 1793 — )

|
Joseph Beaudin

1835-1924
(Spouse:Euphémie (Eloise) Pinsonneault 1846-1909)
|

|
Evariste (Wilfrid) Beaudin

1868-1961
(Spouse: Melina Beaudin 1870-1954)

|
Joseph-Alcide Beaudin

1908 — 1984
(Spouse: Laurette Longpré, 1910 — 1951)
|
|

Jean Beaudin
1951 —

It was interesting to see that Marcel, Jean, and I are all descended from different sons of René Beaudin.

° Jean’s line is through René’s third son, Guillaume Beaudin
° Marcel’s line is through René’s fourth son, Pierre Beaudin
° Geoff’s line is through René’s fifth son, Michel Beaudin

It is my feeling that the convergence of these three Y-DNA tests on René Beaudin is strong supportive
evidence, and is probably conclusive evidence, that we are all three descended from René Beaudin.

The convergence of the autosomal DNA test between Robert Francis Bodeau and ‘bigbezer456’ to
Jacques Paquet on Ancestry.com, that [ previously mentioned, is also strong supportive evidence that my

and my father’s line goes through Josette Paquet and Michel Beaudin.

To be continued.
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Beaudin — Bodoh — Bodeau:

Using DNA Evidence to Solve a Genealogical Roadblock
Caused by Anglicization of a French-Canadian Name — Conclusion
Geoffrey Robert Bodeau, M.D., FCSHM member (gbodeau@gmail.com)
Continued from MHH, Vol. 40, #3, July 2019, pp. 147-156.

Change in the Family Name:

Now, what about the change in our family name from ‘Beaudin’ (which in the records is sometimes spelled ‘Baudin’

— by simply leaving out the first letter ‘e”) to ‘Bodoh?” How and when did this come about?

To approach this question I thought I would try to find the last documented use of the name ‘Beaudin / Baudin’ and

the first use of the name ‘Bodoh.’

The church marriage record of George Henry Bodoh’s (1863-1934) parents is one such record. George Henry
Bodoh’s parents were (James) William (1836-1918) and Julia (1844-1912). In the marriage record, written in Latin,
dated 26 December 1860, from the records of St. Louis Catholic Church, in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, it states that
‘Guillelmus Baudin’ (William Baudin), the 24-year-old son of ‘Guillelmus Baudin’ (William Baudin) and
‘Ludovica Normandin’ (Louise Normandin) and Julia Balthazar, the daughter of Moysis (Moses) Balthazar, and

Josepha (Josephte) Leblanc, were married.
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Marriage Record of William Baudin and Julia Balthazar 26 December 1860.

From St. Louis Catholic Church, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

183




Michigan’s Habitant Heritage (MHH), Vol. 40, #4, October 2019

Here is my translation of this record:

A.D. 1860, die 26 Decembrie me presente
AD. 186 d‘q 26 Decrnby I Fulg\‘

matrimonium inierunt Guillelmus Baudin
\h\mn.v Ja&d‘-dv Whiae &-“A»\-\
24 annos natus, filius Guillelmus Baudin et
24 qur O o) Witk Baddin and
Ludovica Normandin illius uxoris, et Julia
Lot Normamdn Ws Wit ged ?l'\
Balthazar 16 annos nata filia Moysis Balthazar
Rblozr (0 Yoo old &M Mers ukkr
et Josepha Leblanc illius uxoris. 1lle natus
O W‘( Lellg iy wole. He w«slx-.y\
est in Statu (New York) A illa in Canada.
4y ‘-( Shede (\kw‘ﬁvk)M she W okvvu.:(c‘
Marguarite Gayet et Michael Beaudoin
Hu.‘..u.‘( C'u‘(‘ ad Hiiel Beandan
testes fuerunt - J.C. Perradin, pr
Wiy Hleg wet

On the 26" day of December, A.D. 1860, | performed the marriage of William
Baudin, the 24 year old son of William Baudin and his wife Louise Normandin,
and Julia Balthazar, the 16 year old daughter of Moses Balthazar and his wife
Josephte LeBlanc. He was bom in the state of New York and she in Canada. The

witnesses were Marguerite Gayet and Michael Beaudoin.

J. C. Perridin, priest

From the records of St. Louis Catholic Church — Fond du Lac, WI
Translation by Geoffrey Robert Bodeau (William and Julia's great-great

grandson) - June 16, 2015

This record shows that our family was using the name ‘Baudin / Beaudin’ in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, as of 26

December 1860.

Let us then look at the baptismal record of George Henry Bodoh. This record was also written in Latin and was
written by the priest in the records of St. Louis Catholic Church, in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. The record states that
on 25 October 1863, ‘George Henri Beaudin’ the son of ‘Guillelmus and Juliae Beaudin’ (William and Julia
Beaudin) was baptized. Witnesses were Julia’s parents ‘Moyses Balthazar’ and ‘Ludovica Normandin’ (Moses
Balthazar and his wife Louise Normandin).
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George Henry Bodoh Baptism Certificate, 25 October 1863.
St. Louis Catholic Church, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.
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George Henry Bodoh Baptismal Certificate, 25 October 1863.

Detail.
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George Henry Bodoh Baptismal Certificate, 25 October 1863.
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George Henry Bodoh, Original Baptismal Record, 25 October 1863, and

Transcribed Baptismal Certificate.

St. Louis Catholic Church, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.
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So, we can see that the family was using the name of ‘Beaudin’ in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, as of 25 October 1863.
What is more, our ancestor George Henry Bodoh’s birth name was actually ‘George Henri Beaudin.’

Where and when do we see the first use of the name ‘Bodoh’? In the Civil War enlistment papers of George Henry
Beaudin’s uncle, Charles (1843-1918), which were signed in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, it lists his name as ‘Charles
Bodoh.’
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Charles Bodoh Civil War Enlistment Papers.
3 September 1864, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

Notice that Charles signs his name with his mark — an X’, rather than signing his name. Furthermore, he signed
these papers in front of a Capt. G. Phillips, likely an English name. Does this mean that Charles was illiterate and
could not write or spell his own name? Perhaps the person who wrote out the papers was a non-French speaker and
wrote the name down as he heard it spoken, rather than how it was correctly spelled, and this then became Charles’
official name while serving in the army. This documents the use of the name ‘Bodoh’ as of 3 September 1864.

(James) William Beaudin and his brother Charles’ grandparents were Michel Beaudin and Josette Paquet. While we

do not have the date or location of Michel’s death, we do have a record of Josette’s death. Here is a photograph of
her gravestone.
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Josett Paquet Bodoh’s Gravestone, 10 April 1865.
St. Charles Cemetery, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

This photograph, I am told, was take circa 1934. The stone says that ‘Josett Bodoh’ died on 10 April 1865. The
gravestone is from St. Charles Cemetery in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. The stone can no longer be found, possibly as
it was in an area reclaimed for farming, with the headstone being discarded. This also documents the use of the
family name ‘Bodoh,’ being used by other members of the family, as of 10 April, 1865.

Now, let us look at the death certificate of George Henry Bodoh. Remember that George Henry was listed as
‘George Henri Beaudin’ on his baptismal record of 1863. His death certificate lists his death as 27 November 1934
and his name as ‘George H. Bodoh’.
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George Henry Bodoh’s Death Certificate.
27 November 1934.

The next document we will look at is the baptismal record for my grandfather, Francis Maurice Bodeau (1900-
1967). On this record, dated 1 April 1900, from the Catholic Church of Most Precious Blood, in New London,
Wisconsin, it lists Francis’ baptismal name as ‘Francis Maurice Bodoh,” and his parents as ‘George Bodoh’ and
‘Margarethe Petit.’
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Francis Bodoh’s Original Baptismal Record, 1 April 1900.
Catholic Church of Most Precious Blood. New London, Wisconsin.
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Francis Bodoh’s Transcribed Baptismal Certificate, 1 April 1900.

So then, it appears that our original family name of ‘Beaudin’ was changed between the baptism of George Henri
Beaudin in October 1863 and the Civil War enlistment of Charles Bodoh in September 1864 and the burial of Josett
(Paquet) Bodoh in April 1865, and again confirmed on Francis Maurice Bodoh’s baptismal certificate of 1900.
Then, as we have previously seen, my grandfather, Francis Maurice Bodoh / Bodeau and his brother William legally
changed their names to ‘Bodeau,’ in a commendable, but imperfect, attempt to reclaim the original family name.
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Why Was the Name Changed?:

Why was our original family name of ‘Beaudin’ changed to ‘Bodoh’ between the years of 1863 and 1865?

This question is somewhat more difficult to answer. Frequently, we can be sure of ‘what’ happened, but often we
cannot be sure of ‘why’ something happened. The two theories that I have heard are these:

First Theory — A Mistake or Unintentional Name Change:

This theory postulates that (James) William Beaudin’s (1836-1918) brother Charles (1843-1918), who
fought in the Civil War, could not read or write and when he enlisted, he was asked his name. The non-
French-speaking clerk wrote down the family name of ‘Beaudin’ wrong and spelled it as ‘Bodoh.” When
he returned from the Civil War, he and the rest of the family accepted the family name as ‘Bodoh.’

Second Theory — An Intentional Name Change:

A second possibility was put forth by Jean Beaudin, one of my Y-DNA matches. Jean, who grew up in
and has lived within the French-Canadian community of the province of Québec, said that after the
French defeat by the English at the end of the ‘Seven Years War’ in 1763, that the English treated the
French-Canadians as ‘second-class citizens.” He said that in many instances, when people of French-
Canadian background would interact with a more English language community, that the French would
sometimes change their names to sound more English and less French in order to better fit in. In this
theory, the spelling and pronunciation of the name may have been modified from ‘Beaudin’ to ‘Bodoh’ to
look and sound less French. This ‘Anglicization’ may have been intentional — as a way of giving the
family and its members an advantage in a predominantly English society.

While we cannot know for sure, at this point, which of these theories is correct, or if either of them is, I favor a
combination of the two theories. It may be that the name was originally changed by mistake, or unintentionally, on
Charles’ Civil War enlistment papers, but then intentionally adopted by the rest of the family. I believe that the time
interval of October 1863 to September 1864 and April 1865 is too short for everyone in the family to have
‘forgotten’ what our original name was or how it was spelled. Also, I consider what I might personally have done if
I was the patriarch of a family and had to consider the well-being and best interests of my family and children. I
likely would have chosen to change, or ‘anglicize’ the family name, if by doing so it would make life easier for
them.

We probably will never know, for sure, the real ‘why’ or reason our family name changed from ‘Beaudin’ to
‘Bodoh,’ but at this point the reason probably does not matter much.

Those in our family who have lived with the names of ‘Bodoh’ and ‘Bodeau’ have now lived with them for all our
lives. We were born with these names, have worked with these names, and have passed them on to our wives and
our children. There is no need to change our names back.

What we can now understand, however, is that our current names of ‘Bodoh’ and ‘Bodeau’ should be considered
variants of the original ‘Beaudin.” ‘Dit’ names, which are variant names, are common in French-Canadian ancestry.
We could consider that our names might rightfully be ‘Beaudin dit Bodoh,” or ‘Beaudin dif Bodeau.’

Lastly, I and others like me, such as other members of the French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan, love
working on family genealogy. For us, this is about family, history, the past and passing this information on to future
generations. This is why I wanted to set down my thoughts on these matters. Our family histories will continually
be revised as new information comes to light. We hope that some of our young people will one day pick up our
work and advance it further.

As far as DNA testing is concerned, we still have much to learn about how best to use it. I encourage anyone who is
interested to get tested for genealogical DNA, either autosomal DNA, Y-DNA, mtDNA, or all three of them. DNA
testing may provide evidence supporting the lines that many of us have researched and found — or may lead us in
new directions.
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