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Documents Pertaining to the Granting of Land
Inside and Outside of Fort Pontchartrain du Détroit du Lac Erié

A list of Cadillac’s grants appeared in Gail Moreau-DesHarnais and Diane Wolford Sheppard, Le Détroit du Lac Erié
— 1701-1710, Volume 1, pp. 369-372. Suzanne Boivin Sommerville’s translation of Cadillac’s concession to Jacob
de Marsac can be found on pp. 430-436.

Between 1 September 1706 and 10 December 1710, Cadillac granted 68 sites within the fort, 15 garden plots outside
the fort, and 31 concessions or “ribbon farms” to heads of families, soldiers, and voyageurs. In addition, several
families or voyageurs sold their houses, exchanged houses, and a few sites reverted back to Cadillac.

A Summary of Land Contracts Conceded by Lamothe Cadillac, based on the power given him by His
Majesty, Louis XIV

State of contrats donnés par Monsieur de LaMotte Cadillac aux habitants du Détroit suivant le pouvoir qu’il en avoit
eii de Sa Majesté en 1704, 1705 et 1706.! Archives nationales de France. Fonds Archives des Colonies, Série CIIE.
Vol. 15, f3-16.2

In 1721 Etienne Veron de Grandmesnil, fils, drew up a list of Cadilac’s grants of emplacements within Fort
Pontchartrain, the concessions outside the Fort, and garden plots several years after 1707, to support Cadillac’s claims
when he was petitioning to have his property returned, and some estimation was being made concerning which
habitants had a claim to property. Names are as spelled in the document. The standardized names for all individuals
named in each entry, based on Jetté,’ are in brackets [].

Conceded land — 10 March 1707
Due to space limitations, the following list is limited to those individuals who left descendants in the Détroit
River Region though a child or grandchild.

Pierre Mallet, an extent of land, two arpents in front by 20 arpents deep, next to Estienne Boutron [Etienne Bontron
dit Major] on one side and Joseph Parent on the other side, down to the grand Riviere [great river], to the south.
Rent: five livres de cens et rentes. If he had no property within the fort, he would pay 10 livres for rights which were
given up by Cadillac.

Jacob de Marsac [Jacob de Marsac, sieur de Lhommetrou and Desrochers] a piece of land two arpents in front by
20 arpents deep, next to Jean Baptiste Goriou [Jean Baptiste Gouriou dit Guignolet], and to the south to the grand
Riviere. Rent: five livres de cens et rentes.

Annotations: In this summary of the lands conceded by Cadillac in 1707, there are two entries for Jacob de
Marsac: this one and one below. His neighbors are the same in each entry, although the name of André
Bombardié¢ [ André Bombardier dit Labombarde or Passepartout] is included in number 15. This contract of
the concession may have been deposited with the notary Michel LePallieur, sieur de Laferté, 28 August 1707,
in Montréal by Jacob de Marsac — Contract at BANQ, Cote P1000, S3, D2734]

Pierre Esteve [Pierre Estéve dit Lajeunesse], a piece of land two arpents in front by 20 arpents deep, next to Blaise
Surgere [Blaise Fondurose/Sondurose/Surgére] on one side and Jerome Marliard [Jérome Marillac dit Sanscartier]
on the other side. Rent: five livres de cens et rentes.

! These records can also be found in Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collection, Vol. 33 (Robert Smith Printing
Company, State Printers and Binders: Lansing, Michigan, 1904), pp. 373-382, and at Archives Canada (LAC), Mikan
# 2487406. See also, http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/003939356 for this volume online.

2 Family History Library [hereafter FHL] microfilm #1556892, image #01536, from the étude [study] of the Montréal
notary Michel LePallieur, states the following is missing: record number 438, dated between the first and the 15" of
March 1707, Ordonnance de M'. de Lamothe Cadillac, écuyer seigneur du lieu de Douaquet “mont” deserte et
commandant pour le Roy du Detroit Pont Chartrain au sujet des concessions des terres dudit poste [ The ordinance of
... Lamothe Cadillac ....on the subject of the concessions of the lands of the said post].

3 René Jetté, Dictionnaire généalogique des familles du Québec des origines a 1730 (Montréal: Les Presses de
I’Université de Montréal, 1983).
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Annotations: This contract was deposited with the notary Adhémar, on 1 October 1713, in Montréal — The
contract can be viewed at BAnQ: Cote: TL4, S1, D1007

Joseph Parent, a piece of land two arpents in front by 20 arpents deep, next to pierre Mallet on one side and Antoine
Dupuis [dit Beauregard] on the other side. Rent: five livres de cens et rentes.

Jacob de Marsac [Jacob de Marsac, sieur de Lhommetrou and Desrochers], a piece of land two arpents in front by
20 arpents deep, next to Jean Baptiste Goriou [Jean Baptiste Gouriou dit Guignolet] on one side and andre
Bombardié [ André Bombardier dit Labombarde or Passepartout] on the other side. Rent: five livres de cens et rentes.

Annotation: This contract was deposited in Montréal. The contract stated the property went to la grande
riviere and appears to be a repetition of concession #4.

Jacques Langlois, a piece of land two arpents in front by 20 arpents deep, next to Paul L’anglois [Langlois] on one
side and Disier [Michel Dizier dif Sanscartier] on the other side. Rent: five livres de cens et rentes.

Jean Richard, a piece of land two arpents in front by 20 arpents deep, next to Pierre Robert on one side and pierre
Leger [Pierre Léger dit Parisien] on the other side. Date of this record is 10 March 1709. Rent: five livres de cens et
rentes.

Michel Campos [Campeau], a piece of land four arpents in front by 20 arpents deep, next to Jean Durand on one
side and us [Cadillac] on the other side. Date on this record is 10 March 1708. Rent: 10 livres de cens et rentes.

Antoine de Lamothe, sieur de Cadillac’s, 10 March 1707 Grant to Jacob de Marsac*
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As noted above, the full translation of Cadillac’s grant of a concession to Jacob de Marsac in Le Détroit du Lac Erié
—1701-1710, Volume 1, pp. 430-436.

Many authors who discuss the rights and obligations of Cadillac’s grants limit their summaries to the following:
o The owner was obligated to pay rent to Cadillac on an annual basis
o The owner was obligated to plant a May pole in front of Cadillac’s residence

The actual rights and obligations under the grants were much more complicated.

Most Important Obligations of the Owner

o Pay Cadillac a fee of ten /ivres annually on the 20" of March in furs or in currency for the rights which Cadillac
gave up. Louis XIV criticized Cadillac for charging the fee.

o Clear and cultivate the land within three months of the grant [not applicable to the owners of sites within the fort]

o Grind his grain at the mill at the rate of eight /ivres per bushel [minot]. Pontchartrain ordered Cadillac to lower
the fee.

4 BAnQ, Pistard Archives, Cote: P1000,S3,D2734
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Most Important Restrictions on the Owner:

o The owner could not work as a blacksmith, edge tool maker, locksmith, arms maker, or brewer for ten years
without Cadillac’s written permission.

o Cadillac reserved the rights to wood on the property that may be needed for the fort, boats, and buildings [not
applicable to the owners of sites within the fort].

o The owner could not sell brandy to the Indians; the penalty for violating this restriction was the loss of the land,
the owner’s habitation, and the price paid for the brandy [not applicable to the owners of sites within the fort].

Most Important Rights of the Owner:

o  The owner had the right to hunt and fish and trade, with the exception of the lievre [hare], lapin [rabbit], perdrix
[partridge], and faisant [pheasant].

o Right to bring as much merchandise as the owner wanted from Montréal and to trade it in Détroit, as long as the
owner personally traded or sold the merchandise. Louis XIV criticized Cadillac for charging the fee associated
with the right to trade.

o Right to sell as much as the owner wanted to the Indians as well as to the French.

In 1714, in a memoir attributed to Frangois Daupin, sieur de LaForest, the author discussed Détroit and Cadillac’s
grants. He pointed out that due to the possibility of attack from New France’s enemies, the habitants could not improve
their land grants with houses because they would be exposed to having any such houses burned, and the habitants
would be exposed to being killed. LaForest argued among other things, that the commandant of New France’s posts
should be granted exclusive trading rights.’

28 April 1716, France, Détroit — The Council of Marine discussed the concessions that Cadillac had made in Détroit
from 1706-1710 and determined that Cadillac’s land grants were no longer valid.®

Starting in 1733 or 1734, certain habitants of Détroit asked the commandant to forward a request for a concession or
ribbon farm outside Fort Pontchartrain to the Governor and Intendant. The first concessions were made in 1734 and
continued through 1752. Following is a list of those concessions.

Grants of Concessions outside Fort Pontchartrain made by the Governor and Intendant
o Charles Chauvin — 2 arpents x 40 — 16 June 1734
Jacques Desmoulins dit Philis —2 arpents x 40 — 1 July 1734
Pierre Estéve dit Lajeunesse — 2 arpents x 40 — 3 July 1734 — note: the concession stated that Pierre Estéve’s
concession was s.s.w. of the land granted by Cadillac to Jacob de Marsac.
Jean Bineau — 2 arpents x 40 — 4 July 1734
Jean Louis Campeau — 5 arpents x 40 — 5 July 1734
Francgois Marsac dit Desrochers — 4 arpents x 40 — 6 July 1734
Jean Chapoton -3 arpents x 40 — 7 July 1734
Pierre Meloche — 4 /5 arpents x 40 — 8 July 1734
Jean Gilbert —4 arpents x 40 — 9 July 1734
Jacques Campeau — 4 arpents x 40 — 10 July 1734
Jean? Moran — 4 arpents x 40 — 11 July 1734
Pierre Chesne dit Labutte — 3 arpents x 40 — 12 July 1734
Joseph Seguin dit Ladéroute — 4 arpents x 40 — 13 July 1734
Charles Chesne — 4 arpents x 40 — 14 July 1734
Jean Casse dit Saint-Aubin — 3 arpents x 40 — 15 July 1734
Pierre Casse dif Saint-Aubin — 3 arpents x 40 — 16 July 1734
Francois Lauzon — 4 arpents x 40 — 17 July 1734
Charles Bonhomme dit Beaupré — 4 arpents x 40 — 1 September 1736
Jacques Cardinal, pere, 4 arpents x 40 — 2 September 1736
Jacques Cardinal, fils, 4 arpents x 40 — 3 September 1736

o O

O 0O 00O 00O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0o0OOoOOoOOo

5 Gail Moreau-DesHarnais and Diane Wolford Sheppard, Le Détroit du Lac Erié — 1711-1720, p. 164, LAC, Mikan
#3064671 — excerpts from LaForest’s 1 October 1714 memoir regarding Détroit; WiHC, Vol. 16, p. 309

¢ Gail Moreau-DesHarnais and Diane Wolford Sheppard, Le Détroit du Lac Erié — 1711-1720, p. 164; LAC, Mikan
#3075617 — excerpts from the Council of Marines’ 28 April 1716 deliberations; MPHSC, Vol. 33, pp. 575-576 — states
that the date is 28 March 1716.
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Philippe Daneau — 4 arpents x 40 — 4 September 1736

Joseph Desrosiers dit Dutremble — 4 arpents x 40 — 5 September 1736
Francois Gilbert dit Sanspeur — 4 arpents x 40 — 6 September 1736
Claude Campeau — 4 arpents 40 — 7 September 1736

Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme — 4 arpents x 40 — 8 September 1736
Pierre Laurent — 4 arpents x 40 — 9 September 1736

Cajetan Séguin dit Ladéroute — 4 arpents x 40 — 10 September 1736
Philippe Daniau — 4 arpents x 40 — 10 September 1736

Jacques Séguin dit Ladéroute — 4 arpents x 40 — 11 September 1736
Gabriel Casse dit Saint-Aubin — 4 arpents x 40 — 12 September 1736
Jacques Casse dit Saint-Aubin — 4 arpents x 40 — 13 September 1736
Etienne Fafard — 4 arpents x 40 — 14 September 1736

Hébert Hébert — 4 arpents x 40 — 15 September 1736

Jean Baptiste Mallet — 4 arpents x 40 — 16 September 1736

Jean Chapoton — 4 arpents x 40 — 28 June 1743

Jean Baptiste Beaulieu — 3 arpents x 40 — 30 May 1745

Robert Navarre — 3 arpents x 40 — 1 May 1747

Jean Marie Lotman dit Barrois — 2 arpents x 40 — 1 May 1747
Eustache Gamelin — 2 arpents x 40 — 1 May 1747

Pierre Réaume — 2 arpents x 40 — 1 April 1750

Paul Joseph Lemoine, chevalier de Longueuil — 12 arpents x 40 — 1 April 1750
Antoine Campeau — 2 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Francgois Lotman dif Barrois — 3 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Joseph Pilet — 2 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Alexis Bienvenu dit Delisle — 2 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Charles Chesne — 2 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Claude Landry dit Saint-André — 3 arpents x 40 — April 1750
Zacharie Cicot [Sicot/Cicot] — 3 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Hyacinthe Réaume — 2 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Claude Esprit dit Champagne — 3 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Antoine Robert — 3 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Charles Chesne — 3 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Widow Caron [Madeleine Pruneau] — 2 arpents x 40 — April 1750
Pierre Testard dit Forville — 2 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Jean Baptiste Beaudry dit Desbuttes and Saint Martin — 2 arpents x 40 — April 1750
Jacques Godé — 2 arpents x 40 — April 1750

Louis Césaire Dagneau dit/sieur Dequindre — Isle aux Cochons [Belle Isle] — 12 June 1752

O 0O O OO OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OODODODBODODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoOOoOOo

1749 List of Habitants Who Owned the Land from Point G to Point H on Gaspard Joseph Chaussegros de
Léry’s 1749 map Carte De La Riviére Du Détroit — see the map on the last page

The Census recorded the following information regarding each habitant: # of arpents on the river; Contrats; Maisons
[Houses]; Grange [Barn]; and Moullin [Mill]. Not all of the individuals listed in the survey had erected a house on
their property — their names have been marked with an *. The list which follows lists the name of the habitant, the #
of arpents on the Détroit River, and an identification of the individual.

Habitant: Francois Crété; Arpents: 4; Identification: Francois Créte

Habitant: Joseph Lajeunesse; Arpents: 2; Identification: *Joseph Estéve dit Lajeunesse
Habitant: Charles S'. auBin; Arpents: 2; Identification: *Charles Casse dit Saint-Aubin
Habitant. Charles Campeault; Arpents: 4; Identification: Charles Campeau

Habitant: Joseph La DeRoutte péere; Arpents: 10; Identification: Joseph Séguin dit Ladéroute
Habitant: Le jeune La DeRoutte; Arpents: 2; Identification: Cajetan Séguin dit Ladéroute
Habitant: St Caume; Arpents: 4; Identification: Pierre Cosme dit Saint-Cosme

Habitant: marsac Des Rocher; Arpents: 8; Identification: Frangois or Jacques de Marsac
Habitant: Pierre Chesnes fils; Arpents: 4; Identification: Pierre Chesne
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marsac DesRocher; Arpents: 2; Identification: *Francois or Jacques de Marsac
Du chesne; Arpents: 2; Identification: Francois Gatinon dit Duchesne
Cardinal; Arpents: 8; Identification: Jacques Cardinal

Habitant: jacques S'. auBin; Arpents: 4; Identification: Jacques Casse dit Saint-Aubin
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LoZon; Arpents: 4; Identification: Nicolas Lauzon

Noél S'. auBin; Arpents: 2; Identification: Noél Casse dit Saint-Aubin

s'. auBin pere; Arpents: 4; Identification: Jean Casse dit Saint Aubin
chesnes; Arpents: 4; Contracts: 1; Identification: probably Charles Chesne
Boyer; Arpents: 4; Identification: Pierre Boyer

charles s'. auBin; Arpents: 3; Identification: Charles Casse dif Saint-Aubin
LeDuc; Arpents: 4; Identification: Jean Leduc

Nicolas Campeault; Arpents: 4; Identification: Nicolas Campeau
Sanspeur; Arpents: 4; Identification: Jean Gilbert dit Sanspeur

Meloche; Arpents: 4-'2; Identification: Pierre Meloche

Cécire; Arpents: 2; Identification: *Jean Cécire

Bineaux; Arpents: 3; Identification: Jean Bineau

Lotiis Campeault; Arpents: 9; Identification: Jean Louis Campeau

michel Campeault; Arpents: 2 1dentification: Michel Campeau
Lajeunesse; Arpents: 2; Identification: Pierre Estéve dit Lajeunesse

: Miny; land (domaine) of M. de La Motte; Arpents: 2; Identification: Antoine Mesny

Cuillerier; land of M". de La Motte; Arpents: 4; Identification: Antoine Cuillerier
gotiin; land of M". de La Motte; Arpents: 2-'2; Contracts: Identification: *Claude Gouin
Chauvin; Arpents: 5 2; Identification: Charles Chauvin

Chapoton; Arpents: 4; Identification: *Jean Chapoton

: Béaubien; Arpents: 3; Identification: Jean Baptiste Cuillerier dit Beaubien

Barois fils; on the outskirts of the fort; Arpents: 2; Identification: *Francois Lotman dit Barrois

Eustache gamelin; on the outskirts of the fort Arpents: 2; Identification: *Laurent Eustache Gamelin
Pierre Réaume; on the outskirts of the fort Arpents: 2; Identification: *Pierre Réaume

godet; on the outskirts of the fort Arpents: 2; Identification: *Jacques Godé / Godet dit Marentette

S'. martin; on the outskirts of the fort; Arpents: 2; Identification: Jean Beaudry dit Desbuttes dit Saint-

Barois; on the outskirts of the fort; Arpents: 3; Identification: Francois Lotman dit Barrois
forville; Arpents: 2; Contracts: 0; Identification: *Pierre Testard dit Forville

Caron; Arpents: 2; Contracts: 0; Identification: Madeleine Pruneau, widow of Vital Caron
chesnes; Arpents: 3; Contracts: 0; Identification: *Charles Chesne

LaBadie; Arpents: 2; Identification: *Pierre Descompt dit Labadie

Antoine Campeault; Arpents: 2; Identification: *Antoine Campeau

Mpr. Navarre; Arpents: 3; Identification: *Robert Navarre

Rocbert; Arpents: 3; Identification: Antoine Robert

champagne; Arpents: 5; Identification: Claude Esprit dit Champagne

chicoste; Arpents: 3; Identification: *Zacharie Sicot/Cicot

S'. André; Arpents: 3; Identification: Claude Landry dit Saint-André

chesnes; Arpents: 4; Identification: Charles Chesne

alexis de Lisle; Arpents: 2; Identification: *Alexis Bienvenu dif Delisle

Pillet; Arpents: 2; Identification: *Jacques Pilet/Pillet

Gaspard Joseph Chaussegros de Léry’s 1749 List of the Habitants

who had been granted concessions measuring three arpents x forty arpents on the South Shore

Louis Gervais — Identification: Louis Gervais / Gervaise
St. Louis — Identification: Louis Plichon dit Saint-Louis

St. Etienne — Identification: Pierre Dinan dit Saint-Etienne
Drouillard — Identification: Jean Baptiste Drouillard
Lafeuillade — Identification: Louis Javillon dit Lafeuillade
Baptiste LeBeau — Identification: Jean Baptiste Lebeau
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Becquette — Identification: Pierre Becquet

René LeBeau — Identification: René Lebeau

Contois dt. Coussin — Identification: Frédéric Cousin dit Comtois
Frangois LeBeau — Identification: Francois Lebeau

Pillet — Identification: Jacques Pillet

Deslignes — Identification: Louis Edeline

St. Jacques — Identification: He cannot be identified with certainty.
Jean Leduc — Identification: Jean Leduc

Pierre Descompes dt. Labadie — Identification: Pierre Descompt dit Labadie
Charls Campeault — Identification: Charles Campeau

Pataine — Identification: Jean Baptiste Putelle

Lareine — Identification: He cannot be identified with certainty.

St. Louis — Identification: Louis Villers dit Saint-Louis

Lafleur — Identification: Probably either Charles or Joseph Poupard

o

Gaspard Joseph Chaussegros de Léry’s 1749 map of The Detroit River — courtesy of the New France Archives:
http://nouvelle-france.org/eng/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=40553
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