Families Chapter

11 September 1707 Inventory of the household of [Francois Bienvenu dit] Delisle, a married soldier at the
fort, after the death of his wife [Geneviéve Charron dite Laferriere]
Translated by FCHSM member Timothy J. Kent and reprinted with his permission?
Additions by the authors of this volume appear in [ ]. In addition, the authors have italicized French words that were
not italicized when published by Timothy J. Kent.

Inventory of Sieur [Francois Bienvenu dit] Delisle, 1707

This day, the eleventh of September in the presence of M" [Francois Fafard dit] Delorme and of Monsieur [Pierre]
Chesne, we made an inventory of all the household goods belonging to Delisle.

One bed (lit), one straw mattress (paillasse), one blanket (couverture) of poor quality, one buffalo robe (robe de
boeuf), one beaver robe (robe de castor), one bull elk hide (peau de cerf)

Another bed (lit) with two bear pelts (ours) of poor quality, one beaver robe (robe de castor), one buffalo robe (robe
de boeuf)

One new military dress coat (justacorps), two other hooded coats (capot), one old and one half-new, one pair of new
military breeches (culotte), one new military hat (chapeau), two new pairs of military shoes (soulier)

Five new shirts (chemise) for men, two old shirts (chemise) for women,? one woman’s bodice (corps), eleven old shirts
(chemise) for children, two dirty new shirts (chemise) for men, one nightcap (bonnet de nuit) for men

Five feather pillows (oreiller de plume), three bed covers (couverte) of hides (peau) and two of linen (toile)

One fire shovel (pelle a feu), one frying pan (poéle), one large kettle (chaudiere) in bad condition as well as another
old kettle (chaudiére), one good medium-sized kettle (chaudiére) and two small new ones, five wooden platters (plat
de bois), two laundry irons with open interior for hot coals (fer a flasquer)

One travelling trunk (cassette), [in which are] two new cloaks (manteau) for women of bunting fabric (etamine), two
skirts (jupe) of the same fabric, one good petticoat (jupon) of English or English-style woolen fabric (étoffe a
I’anglaise), one military cravat (cravate), two yards of new kersey fabric (carisé), one pair of gloves (gants) for
women, one belt (ceinture) with a buckle (boucle), about 3/4 [yards] of blue woolen fabric (étoffe), one small bundle
of old bunting fabric (etamine), one half-new shirt (chemise) for men, one old shirt (chemise) for women

Another travelling trunk (cassette) in which are five bricks of soap (briques de savon), one promissory note (billet)
for one hundred forty-eight livres as well as another promissory note (billet) for ninety-nine livres [pounds] of beavers,
six disc ornaments (rond) of shell (porcelain) and one small fish (poison) [fish-spearing lure or effigy pendant] of the
same [shell] material, one plain band ring (jonc) of silver (argent), three yards of narrow black ribbon (ruban), one
and three-quarters yards of white ribbon (ruban), one fine razor (raisor), one small mirror (miroir) of tin plate (fer
blanc), one-half yard of old ferradine fabric (ferradine), five liners (coiffe) for night caps (bonnet de nuit), three new
military cravats (cravate), twelve coifs or caps for children (béguin), six half-worn coifs (coiffe) for women, two half-
worn kerchiefs (mouchoir) for women, one nursling’s shirt (brassiere) of poor quality, one cap (bonnet) of poor quality
for children, two half-worn long bonnets (tétiere) for nurslings, one half-worn coif with roll (?coiffe & roulé), two half-
worn quilted caps (bonnet piqué) for women, three half-worn kerchiefs (mouchoir) of poor quality, one bundle of rags
(quenilles), another small bundle of new linen (toile) with a piece of old lace (dentelle) wrapping it, one new small
mirror (miroir), one diaper for babies (couche), one packet of starch (amidon), one long linen wrapper or binder for
babies (bande)

! Timothy J. Kent, Ft. Pontchartrain at Detroit: A Guide to the Daily Lives of Fur Trade and Military Personnel,
Settlers, and Missionaries at French Posts, Volumes | and 1l (Ossineke, Michigan: Silver Fox Enterprises, 2001),
Appendix 17, pp. 1043-1044. Copy of the Inventory obtained from BANnQ circa 1998 by Gail Moreau-DesHarnais.
See also, Historical Collections of the Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Volume XXXIV (Lansing, Michigan,
1905), pp. 294-296.

2 Men's shirts descended to the knee and women's were longer.
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A small wooden box (boite de bois) in which are four half-worn small nursling’s chemises (chemise de brassiere),
two nursling’s shirts (brassiere) of poor quality made of fustian fabric (futaine), one half-worn cravat (cravate), of
muslin fabric (mousseline), one good muslin coif with roll (?coiffe a roulé), one black stone calumet pipe with hatchet-
shaped prow (calumet a hache de pierre noir), ten good coifs (coiffe) for women, of the current style (a la mode), five
old coifs (coiffe) for women, of the current style, three caps (bonnet) of poor quality, two coifs with roll (?coiffe a
roulé) of poor quality made of batiste or fine linen (linon), five with a neck wrapper (a col lange), two silk ones (soie)
trimmed with lace (dentelle), two long bonnets for nurslings (tétiére) trimmed with a narrow piece of white linen
(toile), two good caps (bonnet) of muslin fabric (mousseline), five good ones with lace (dentelle), two good coifs or
caps for children (béguin) with lace (dentelle), two others of poor quality, six coifs or caps for children (béguin),
trimmed with linen (toile)

One iron cooking pot (marmite de fer) with its cover (couvercle), two axes (hache), one large and one small, four pot
hooks (crémaillon) large and small, one cover (couvercle) for a pie-baking dish (tourtiere), two small flasks (flacon)
of tin plate, two old pickaxes (pioche)

One very full bag (poche) in which is about one bushel of unwinnowed and unsieved wheat in chaff (blé en balle),
one large kettle (chaudiere) of unwinnowed and unsieved wheat in chaff (blé en balle) and wheat bran (son), one lamp
(lampe), three sacks of peas for seed (pois en graine), three steel forks (forchette), one keg (baril) in which there is
about a bushel of _ wheat (blé __ ), three native-style wooden spoons with a short handle and a broad bowl
(micouanne), one low-walled saucepan (poélon), two cradles (berceau)

In the attic (grenier), the following have been found:

Five bound packs of [beaver] robes and other animal peltries or skins (paquets de robes et autres pelleteries) upon
which will be placed the seals (cachet), as well as three beaver robes (robe de castor) and seventeen small dry beaver
pelts (castor sec), thirteen sacks of corn (blé d’Inde), three and a half loaves of grease (graisse), one keg (baril) of salt
(sel), one tanned hide of an elk calf (peau de pichon passé), one small flask (flacon) of tin plate, one buffalo stomach
(?) (guise or quise de boeuf) in which is five quarts (trois pots) of oil (huile), one and a half pounds of buffalo wool
(laine de boeuf), three small shirts (chemise) for children

All of the clothing, household goods, furs, and grains enumerated above have been left in the protection and possession
of Lapierre, soldier of the Company of de Lignery [Constant LeMarchand, sieur de Lignery].

Five pigs (cochon), three bulls (taureau), and one large sow (cochon) ready to give birth are all on Ste. Magdeleine
Island. [Most probably, this was Isle aux Cochons, later Belle Isle].

Done at Fort Pontchartrain this 11" of September, 1707 in the presence of Monsieur du Figuier [René Louis Fournier,
sieur Dufiguier], major of the said place, and of Frangois Fafar dit Delorme and of Jacques Lucas dit St. Arnould,
sergeant of the troops, and of Pierre Chaine [Chesne].

(signed) Dufiguier
Jacques Lucas
Chesne
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