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Was Isidore Chesne, son of Charles Chesne and Catherine Sauvage,
The same man as the Huron or Wendat chief named Pierre Rounia—téré or Isidore Chesne?
Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM member

The answer to this question is No. Although Judith Pigeon Kukowski, the genealogist for the Wyandot of
Anderdon Nation! made this statement several years ago on the FCHSM Facebook Page and the Wyandot
of Anderdon Facebook pages, the Wyandot of Anderdon Facebook Page is now a closed group and her
comments no longer available for public viewing; she has also made her personal genealogical database at
Ancestry private. Katie Chinn, a member of the Wyandotte Nation? has made a similar claim in a
biographical panel that appears on their website. Although Julie Chinn does not name Pierre Rounia—téré
or Isidore Chesne’s parents, she asserts that he died 21 July 1828 and was buried in St. Jean Baptiste,
Ambherstburg, Ontario. Note that Chinn does not cite any sources in her biographical panel. See the image
of this biography below:
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The best way to prove that the two men were different and distinct individuals is to provide the reader with
a timeline that cites the parish records, other primary records, as well as secondary records that record key
information regarding Charles Chesne and Catherine Sauvage, their son, Isidore Chesne, and Pierre
Rounia-téré or Isidore Chesne, the Huron Chief. By examining these records, especially the burial dates
(Isidore Chesne, son of Charles Chesne and Catherine Sauvage, was buried 1 July 1793 in Ste. Anne du
Détroit’s Church; Pierre Rounia—téré or Isidore, a Huron chief was buried 28 July 1828 in St. Jean Baptiste,
Ambherstburg) for the two men, it is fairly easy to determine that they were two distinct individuals.

L http://www.wyandotofanderdon.com/wp/
2 https://www.wyandotte-nation.org/traditions/biographical-panels/isadore-chene/
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Although Isidore Chesne and Thérése Becquet only had one daughter who married [Marie Josephe Chesne
who married Frangois Chabert de Joncaire],® a number of FCHSM members descend from Jacques Sauvage
and Marie Catherine Jean dite Vien. Some of those individuals have relied on Judith Kukowski’s assertions
to support their belief that they have Native-American Ancestry. For a discussion of the Sauvage / Jean
dite Vien family, please see the following articles by Suzanne Boivin Sommerville, published in Michigan’s
Habitant Heritage: “But I read it...” The 17 June 1697 Baptism Record at Champlain for Marie Sauvage,
Daughter of Jacques Sauvage and Catherine Jean: "When is a Sauvage not a sauvage or a sauvagesse?"
[MHH, Vol. 34, #1, January 2013]; “But I read it...” Is Catherine Jean dite Vien the Same Woman as the
Huron Named La Vielle Catherine and Sk8ateenre (Achi8taa) Recorded in Father Pierre Potier’s 1747
Census of Village Huron de L'lle aux Bois Blancs? [MHH, Vol. 34, #2, April 2013].

In addition to the timeline which discusses the men, the sources used for the Timeline exposes the reader
to the wide variety of books and records that are available to document the lives of individuals living in the
Détroit River Region during the 18" and early parts of the 19" centuries.

18 January 1722, Détroit — S". Charles Chesne, son of S". Pierre Chesne and Louisse [Louise Jeanne] Bailly,
of the parish of Notre-Dame, in the diocese of Québec, married M®"® Catherine Sauvage, daughter of
Jaque [Jacques] Sauvage and Marie Catherine [Jean dite] Vient [Vien], of the parish of Champlain in the
diocese of Québec, 18 January 1722 in Fort Pontchartrain. f. Antoine Delino R Missionaire. * [Although
not named in the register, the following individuals signed the register: the spouses, {Jacob}de Marsac,
{Jean} Baptiste {Lotman dit} Barrois, J [Joseph {Séguin dit} Ladéroute, and Etienne Petit].

3 Father Christian Denissen, Genealogy of the French Families of the Detroit River Region, 1701 (Detroit: Detroit
Society for Genealogical Research, 1987 — Revised edition, 2 volumes), Vol. I, p. 237.

4 Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne, Autres Registres, 1704-1744, image 88, top right of image;
Sharon A. Kelley, ed., Marriage Records Ste. Anne Church 1701-1850 (Detroit: Detroit Society for Genealogical
Research, 2001); René Jetté, Dictionnaire généalogique des familles du Québec des origines a 1730 (Montréal: Les
Presses de 1’Université de Montréal: 1983), pp. 245,1036; www.fichierorigine.com, #300048, researcher, Jean-Paul
Macouin, accessed 2 June 2012. Jacques Sauvage’s parents signed a marriage contract in Paris on 29 November 1638
(notary: ME Camuset); Denissen, Vol. I, p. 274. Names have been entered into the timeline as they appear in the
source document. Standardized names per Jetté have been added in brackets. The spelling of Native-American Tribes
or Nations use the most common modern spelling.
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Marriage of Charles Chesne and Catherine Sauvage

12 July 1734, Détroit — Charles de Beauharnois marquis de Beauharnois, governor of New France and
Gilles Hocquart, intendant of New France, granted Pierre Chesne dit Labutte a tract of land on the Détroit
River measuring 3 arpents by 40 arpents, west southwest of the land granted to Moran. Charles Chesne
received a grant measuring 4 arpents by 40 arpents, west southwest of the land granted to [Joseph] Séguin
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dit Ladéroute on 14 July. The grants were confirmed on 22 February 1735 and ratified by the Conseil
Souverain on 26 September 1735.°

6 January 1738, Détroit — Isydore [Isadore] Chesne, son of Charles Chesne and Catherine Sauvage was
born in Détroit and baptized the following day His godparents were Pierre [Testard dit] Forville and Mme.
La Butte [Louise Lotman dlte Barr0|s the second W|fe of Pierre Chesne dit Labutte] in Ste Anne du Détroit.°
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Bapfi&n of Isadore Chesne

22 December 1743, Bois Blanc and Détroit — Pierre Potier, S.J., recorded the Native American names for
some of the residents of Détroit. Chene’s [Charles Chesne] name was recorded as n’onkointS8annen.
Labutte’s [Pierre Chesne dit Labutte] name was recorded as andits8oa.” Comment: Pierre Potier was the
missionary to the Huron and familiar with the French Canadians who lived on both sides of the Détroit

> Bibliotheque et Archives nationales du Québec - BANnQ, (Advanced Search  Page:
https://advitam.bang.qc.ca/recherche-avancee; Pistard Archives, E1,S3,P279 [Labutte grant], E1, S3, P281 [Chesne
grant], TP1,S36,P757 [confirmation], TP1, S28, P18227 [ratification]; Library and Archives Canada — LAC
(Advanced Search Page: https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/collectionsearch/Pages/collectionsearch.aspx) — Mikan
#3051564 [list of the grants made in Détroit between 1731 and 1734]; MPHSC (MPHSC Volumes Available from the
Hathi Trust:
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000534625?type%5B%5D=title&lookfor%5B%5D=michigan%20pioneer%20a
nd%20historical &filter%5B%5D=htsource%3AUniversity%200f%20Michigan&ft=ft), Vol. 34, pp. 120-121 [list of
those who received grants in 1734. The editor mistakenly identifies Labutte as Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, fils, and
Chesne as Pierre Chesne dit Labutte].

& Ancestry.com. Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne, Autres Registre, 1704-1744, Image 155.

" Pierre Potier, S.J., "Potier Manuscripts," Fifteenth Report of the Bureau of Archives for the Province of Ontario
(Toronto, Clarkston W. James, 1920), pp. 153 [154 at bottom of page; does not date the census]. Robert Toupin, ed.,
Les Ecrits de Pierre Potier (Ottawa: Les Presses de I’Université d’Ottawa: 1996), p. 261 [does not date the census];
Donna Valley Russell, Michigan Censuses 1710-1830 Under the French, British and Americans (Detroit: Detroit
Society for Genealogical Research, Inc.: 1982), pp/ 13-14 [Russell dates the census but does not transcribe the Native
American names].
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River. If Catherine Sauvage, wife of Charles Chesne, was a Huron as asserted by Judith Kukowski and the
Wyandot of Anderdon, you would think that he or Robert Toupin would have noted that in the record.

1 September 1750, Détroit — The census recorded 96 households in Détroit. The residents included 80
women, 49 boys over the age of 15, 33 girls over the age of 15, 97 boys under the age of 15, 95 girls under
the age of 15, and 33 slaves. 1020 arpents of land were under cultivation. Following is a summary of the
information for the household of Charles Chesne:

o Chéne péere: Charles Chesne and Catherine Sauvage and their children, Charles [born in 1732], Léopold
[born in 1734], Isidore [born in 1738], and Antoine [born in 1742]. The family owned two slaves. The
family had 100 arpents under cultivation; produced 4,000 sheaves of wheat, 550 sheaves of oats, and
had two arpents of land in Indian corn. They owned three horses, two oxen, 25 cows, and four hogs.®

Winter 1750, Huron Mission — During Armand de La Richardie, S. J.’s absence with the Huron at their
winter camp at present-day Sandusky, Ohio, Pierre Potier, S. J., noted that the mission had a credit for nine
masses for Chene [this may have been a reference to Charles Chesne who may have been deceased by this
time?].°

Fall 1751, Huron Mission — Armand de La Richardie, S. J., noted that Madame Chene [possibly Catherine
Sauvage, wife of Charles Chene who might have been deceased at this time] owed Pierre Potier, S. J., 9
livres for masses that La Richardie or Potier had said and that the payment would be made in Détroit.1°

28 November 1758 — Détroit — Isadore Chaine [Chesne], son of the deceased Charles Chaine [Chesne] and
Catherine Sauvage, married Thérése Becquet, daughter of the deceased Pierre Becquet and Genneviéve
[Geneviéve] Vanier, in Ste Anne du Détroit.!

8 LAC, Mikan #2318899; Ernest J. Lajeunesse,, The Windsor Border Region: Canada’s Southernmost Frontier
(Toronto: Champlain Society, University of Toronto Press, 1960), pp. 54-56; Denissen, Vol;. |, pp. 274-276; see the
Census Page on the FCHSM Website: https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=13

9 Jesuit Relations, hereafter JR (link to the JR Volumes at the Hathi Trust:
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000833013), Vol. 70, p. 63.

10 JR, Vol. 70, p. 69.

11 Ancestry.com. Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste Anne, 1702-1780, Image 81; Kelley, editor, p. 13.
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Marriage of Isidore Chesne and Thérése Becquet

D

1761, Détroit — Isidore Chesne purchased from Pierre [Testard dit Folleville] Forville all rights of
succession that Forville had as heir to his late mother [Marie Catherine Chesne, Isidore’s sister]. Isidore
Chesne agreed to pay for these rights in furs.'2

?4 10 18 September 1761, Détroit — Sir William Johnson, British Superintendant for the Northern Indians,
visited Détroit and held conferences with the Native American tribes living around Detroit and western
Lake Erie. During his conference with the Ottawa, Pierre [Chesne dit] Labutte acted as the interpreter.
Jacques Beaudry dit Desbuttes dit Saint Martin acted as interpreter for the Huron. Both men were paid 100
pounds for their services during the conference.®* Comments: Jacques Beaudry dit St. Martin was a relative
newcomer to the area, having married Marie Anne Navarre 28 October 1760. In contrast, Isidore Chesne
had lived in Détroit all of his life. If he had Huron ancestry as alleged by Judith Kukowski and the Wyandot
of Anderdon, one wonders why he was not chosen as the interpreter for the Huron.

Fall 1762, Détroit — Robert Navarre recorded a census of the French Canadians who lived on both sides
of the Détroit River was taken. The first part of the census recorded the List of habitants of Detroit North
of the [Detroit] River from the Fort to the Pottawatomi Village. The image of this page follows:

12 Michigan Works Progress Administration, Michigan State Library, and Daughters of the American
Revolution Louise St. Clair Chapter, Early Land Transactions Detroit and Wayne County, Michigan, Volumes A, B,
and C (Detroit (?): 1936) [hereafter Early Land Transactions], p. 58.

13 James Sullivan, Ph.D., editor, The Papers of Sir William Johnson (Albany, The University of the State of New
York, 1921), Vol. 3, pp. 468-503 [Labutte is specifically named on [pp/ 472 and 478. Page 523 is a summary of the
information Johnson intended to learn from the interpreters]; Albert B. Corey, Ph.D., editor, The Papers of Sir William
Johnson (Albany, The University of the State of New York, 1962), VVol. 13, pp. 248-259 [Labutte is specifically named
on pp. 251, 253, 256, and 258]; Kelley, editor, p. 14.
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Following are the transcriptions and annotations for Isidore Chaisne [Chesne] and the Widow Chaisne
[Catherine Sauvage]. Their names appear on the fourth and third lines from the bottom of the image.'*

Isidore Chaisne, age 30, born in Canada, 2 arpents, 0 boys, 2 girls, 0 slaves, 1 hired man, poor. Annotations:
Isidore Chesne, son of Charles Chesne and Catherine Sauvage, was born 6 January 1738 in Détroit. He
married Thérése Becquet, daughter of Pierre Becquet and Geneviéve Vanier, 28 November 1758 in Ste
Anne du Détroit. She was born circa 1744. Their children were Thérése and Marie Joséphe. On 7 February
1762, when their daughter Marie Joséphe was baptized, Isidore Chesne was described as a habitant who
lived on la coste des poutouatamis [Ancestry.com. Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne, Autres Registre,
1704-1744, Image 155; Ancestry.com. Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste Anne, 1702-1780, Image 106 —
Marie Joséphe’s baptism; PRDH #19468 — Thérese Becquet does not appear in the family or couple view
for her parents (Pierre Joseph Becquet and Marie Geneviéve Vanier) although her marriage in Ste Anne du
Détroit names her parents; Kelley, ed., 13; Trudel, 304; Denissen, I, 275 — states Isidore Chesne was born
in 1737].

Widow Chaisne, age 55, born in Canada, 2 arpents, 1 boy, 0 girls, 1 slave, 0 hired men, poor. Annotations:
Catherine Sauvage, daughter of Jacques Sauvage and Marie Catherine Jean dite Vien, was born circa
1695. She was the widow of Charles Chesne, son of Pierre Chesne and Louise Jeanne Bailly; they married
18 January 1722 in Ste Anne du Détroit. Their surviving-unmarried children were Léopold (“Mini”) and
Antoine. Her slave could not be identified with certainty but may have been Christine, chicahase

14 See the Census Page on the FCHSM website for the transcription and annotations to the census:
https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=13; the above annotations contain information not found in the
transcriptions found on the FCHSM website and published in MHH due to space limitations.
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[Chicksaw], baptized in 1742, Détroit, at the age of 18 [Jetté, p. 1036; Kelley, ed., p. 2; Trudel, p. 303;
Denissen, Vol. |, pp. 274-275].

3July 1770, Détroit — Catherine [Sauvage], widow of Charles Chesne, released in favor of her son, Eleopole
[Léopold] Chesne all her personal and real property as well as 80 arpents of land with buildings and
appurtenances north of the Détroit River between the lands of Isidore Chesne on the E.N.E. and Alexis
[Bienvenu dit] Delisle on the W.S.W. In exchange for this outright grant, Eleopole Chesne pledged to
support his mother during her lifetime. The contract was recorded 10 August 1775, but annulled 17 January
1779 due to Eleopole Chesne’s death.’®

Circa 1772, Détroit River Region — Pierre Rounia—téré, a future Huron/Wendat/Wyandot Chief was
born.1

26 June 1775, Détroit — Charles, Isidore, and Antoine Chesne, children of Catherine [Sauvage] Chesne,
certified that they had received the full share of the estate of their late father, Charles Chesne, and released
their claim to all real and personal property of which they would be beneficiaries at their mother’s death.
The certification was recorded 9 April 1776.%

? 6 July 1776, Détroit — Isidore Chesne witnessed the Potawatomi grant of Grosse Isle to Alexander and
William Macomb.8

6 January 1777 (recording date) — The Potawatomi Chiefs of Détroit granted Isidore Chesne a tract of land
between the lands of Robiche and Madame Dumais.*® Comment: if Isidore Chesne was a Huron Chief, as
asserted by the Wyandot of Anderdon, why did the Potawatomi grant him land?

6 February 1778, Detroit — Catherine [Sauvage], widow of Charles Chesne, granted a mortgage to Isidore
Chesne and his wife, Thérése Becket [Becquet] on all her real and personal property. The mortgage would
last until Catherine Sauvage’s death. In exchange, Isidore Chesne, and his wife, Thérése Becquet agreed
to support Catherine Sauvage. On the same day, Catherine Sauvage Chesne appointed her son, Isidore
Chesne, immediate beneficiary of all her real and personal property, including eighty arpents of land north
of the Détroit River, adjoining on the W.S.W. of Alexis [Bienvenu dit] Delisle. This contract called for the
lifetime maintenance of Catherine [Sauvage] Chesne. The mortgage and contract were recorded 7 February
1778.20

14 June 1778, Détroit — Lt. Governor Henry Hamilton held a conference with the Ottawa, Chippewa, Huron,
Potawatomi, Delaware, Shawnee, Miami, Mingo, and Mohawk Tribes. In addition to officers of the British
Indian Department, the following interpreters attended and interpreted at the conference: William Tucker,
Joseph Drouillard, Simon Girty, Isidore Chesne, Duperon Baby, Charles Baubin, Kissinguaa, and
Piaiyash.?

15 Early Land Transactions, p. 58.

16 Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, A, Amherstburg, St Jean, 1802-1829, Images 117-118 — approximate birth date
is based upon his burial record in 1828 which states that he was buried at the age of 56.

17 Early Land Transactions, p. 59.

18 Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford
Company, 1907), Vol. 35, pp. 568, 580-585. The editor mistakenly noted that “Chene was an Indian interpreter and
was at one time chosen a chief in one of the tribes.”

19 Early Land Transactions, p. 58.

20 Early Land Transactions, pp. 58, 60.

2L Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford
Company, 2" edition, 1907), Vol. 9, hereafter, MPHSC, Vol. 9, 442,
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29 June 1778, Détroit — Lt. Governor Henry Hamilton, John Hay, Deputy Agent, and Captain [Alexander]
McKee held a conference with the Wea, Kickapoo, and Mascouten. Charles Baubin, and Isidore Chesne
acted as interpreters.??

7 September 1778, Boonesborough, Kentucky — 400 Native Americans and 11 Canadians led by Captain
Chene [Chesne], of Detroit, attacked the community.?®

5 September 1778, Détroit — Alexander McKee, Duperon Baby, Charles Réaume, and Isidore Chesne were
listed as captains and interpreters employed by the British Indian Department. The other interpreters were
William Tucker (Ottawa and Chippewa), Pierre Drouillard (Huron), and Simon Girty (Iroquois).?*

24 September 1778, Détroit — Lt. Governor Henry Hamilton held a conference with the Ottawa, Chippewa,
and Potawatomi. Isidore Chesne served as the interpreter for the conference.?

September 1778 to December 1778, Détroit to Vincennes —British Lieutenant Governor Henry Hamilton
left Detroit to attack and capture Vincennes (in present-day Indiana). Hamilton’s 38 British regulars, 125
members of the militia, and 17 members of the British Indian Department easily captured Vincennes on 17
December 1778 from the American two-man garrison. Isidore Chesne was one of the captains and
interpreters on the expedition. Hamilton believed that he was beyond the reach of George Rogers Clark, so
he sent 57 members of the militia back to Detroit.?

Circa 21 October 1778, Détroit — Catherine Sauvage was buried circa 21 October 1778 in Ste Anne du
Détroit’s Church. At her burial, the priest noted the following: “Catherine veuve Chesne, daughter of the
deceased [Jacques] Sauvage and the deceased Catherine Vien; after an illness of close to six months; 83
years, 1778 [no day or month given — between an act for 21 October and 22 October 1778], buried in
church”?’
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Burial of Catherine Sauvage

Circa 26 March 1779, Détroit — Isidore China [Chesne], an interpreter, and two Hurons reported to Lernoult,
that George Rogers Clark had recaptured Fort Vincennes from Lt. Governor Henry Hamilton.?? Comment:

2 Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford
Company, 2" edition, 1907), Vol. 9, hereafter, MPHSC, Vol. 9, 452.

23 Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: W.S. George & Co., 1881), MPHSC,
Vol. 3, p. 27.

2 MPHSC, Vol. 9, p. 470.

5 MPHSC, Vol. 9, pp. 482-483.

2| eroy Barnett and Roger Rosentreter, Michigan’s Early Military Forces: A Roster and History of Troops Activated
Prior to the American Civil War (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 2003), pp. 29-30; MPHSC, Vol. 9, p. 429.
27 Ancestry.com. Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste Anne, 1702-1780, Image 229.

28 MPHSC, Vol. 9, p. 429.
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if Isidore Chesne was a Huron Chief, as asserted by the Wyandot of Anderdon, why wasn’t he named as a
Huron Chief in the report?

24 October 1779, Détroit — Isidore Chesne was listed as one of the officers of the British Indian
Department.?

28 July 1780, Détroit — The Potawatomi Chiefs of Detroit granted Isidore Chesne a tract of land on the right
side of the River Rouge, going down river, adjoining land of Jacques Godefroy.*® Comment: If Isidore
Chesne was a Huron Chief, as asserted by the Wyandot of Anderdon, he would have no need for a land
grant from the Potawatomi Chiefs.

20 September 1780, Détroit — The Ochipus [Chippewa/Ojibwa] Nation granted Isidore Chesne, of Détroit,
a tract of land with appurtenances, between the lands of William Groesbeck and William Forsyth, and
fronting on Lake St. Clare [sic].>* Comment: If Isidore Chesne was a Huron Chief, as asserted by the
Wyandot of Anderdon, he would have no need for a land grant from the Chippewa/Ojibwa Chiefs.

22 September 1780, Sandwich — The Huron/Wendat Chiefs made a gift to Father Potier of land adjoining
their village. The following Huron/Wendat Chiefs made their marks on the deed: Teguaguiratin, Da8aton,
Sindaton, Nonyacha, Sachetotach, and Dewatonte.®> Comment: if Isidore Chesne was a Huron Chief, as
asserted by the Wyandot of Anderdon, why wasn’t he listed as one of the Chiefs who made the gift?

March to August 1780, Détroit to Kentucky — In March 1780 Captain Henry Bird, of the King’s Eighth
Regiment left Detroit with 64 soldiers and 86 militia on an expedition to attack George Rogers Clark’s
supply post at the Falls of the Ohio (present-day Louisville, Kentucky). Louis de Joncaire de Chabert and
Isidore Chesne commanded the militia. They were accompanied by approximately 1,000 warriors. Simon
Girty, Mathew Elliott, and Alexander McKee commanded the Indian Department militia. While they were
en route, the Native Americans objected to attacking the fort after they learned that it had been reinforced.
Instead, they decided to attack the settlements on the Licking River in Kentucky. The combined forces
captured Martin’s Station and Riddle’s Station; they returned to Detroit laden with plunder.®

19 May 1781 — Upper Sandusky — Joseph Brant [Joseph Thayendanegea] informed Isidore Chesne and
Matthew Elliott that he had learned that four parties of 200 men were on their way to attack Upper
Sandusky; Brant informed Chesne and Elliott that he had sent out his own spies and advised them to remain
where they were until his spies had returned. The following day, Chesne and Elliott, who were in Sandusky,
sent a letter to Arent Schuyler de Peyster with a request for more food and ammunition so they could supply
their Native Allies.®*

15 July 1781, an Upper Shawnee town — Alexander McKee informed Arent Schuyler de Peyster that the
Native Americans were hopeful that Captain Chane [Isidore Chesne] and the chiefs who accompanied him

2 MPHSC, Vol. 3, p. 34.

30 Early Land Transactions, p. 60.

31 Early Land Transactions, p. 59.

32 Lajeunesse, p. 120.

33 Barnett and Rosentreter, p. 32, 62; University of Toronto and Université Laval, Dictionary of Canadian Biography
Online, (http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html), hereafter, DCB, Girty, Elliott, Caldwell, and McKee’s biographies;
Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing, Michigan: Robert Smith Printing Company,
1903), Vol. 3, pp. 28-29, 34-36.

34 Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford
Company, 1911), hereafter MPHSC, Vol. 19, pp. 634-636.

10


http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html

Diane Wolford Sheppard - © 2014, 2020 — All rights reserved

would be able to gather their young warriors and return to the Shawnee town prior to the arrival of the
enemy.®

21 October 1781, Détroit — British Major Arent Schuyler de Peyster held a conference with the Hurons
from Sandusky, present-day Ohio. Interpreters Duperon Baby, Isidore Chesne, Pierre Drouillard, and Simon
Girty attended the conference.®

25 February 1782, Détroit — British Major Arent Schuyler de Peyster held a conference with the Mascouten
and Kickapoo. Duperon Baby, Isidore Chesne, and Charles Beaubien [Baubin] acted as the interpreters.®’

15 May 1782, Détroit — British Major Arent Schuyler de Peyster held a conference with the Ottawa,
Wyandot, Chippewa, and Potawatomi. Messrs [Duperon] Baby, [Isidore] Chesne, and [Joseph] Drouillard
acted as interpreters.*®

14 June 1782, Détroit — British Major Arent Schuyler de Peyster held a conference with the Kickapoo, Wea,
Piankeshaw, Miami, and Peoria. D. [Duperon] Baby, C. [Charles] Baubin and I. [Isidore] Chesne acted as
interpreters.®

24 February 1783, Détroit — The three highest ranking officers of the British Indian Department were
Duperon Baby (Captain and Indian Agent at Detroit), Alexander McKee (Deputy Agent Indian Affairs),
and Isidore Chesne (Captain and Interpreter).*

6 September 1783, Lower Sandusky — Alexander McKee held a conference with the Hurons of Sandusky,
Delaware, Shawnee, Mingo, Creeks, and Cherokees. Captain Chesne, Ottawa and Chippewa interpreter
attended the conference with Captain M. Elliott, Lieutenant W. Johnson, and Simon Girty (interpreter).
Captain Joseph Brant attended the conference with a deputation from the Iroquois, and Sindaton attended
with a deputation of Lake Indians from Detroit.** Comment: If Isidore Chesne was a Huron Chief, as
asserted by the Wyandot of Anderdon, it is more likely that he would have been a Huron interpreter, rather
than an interpreter for the Ottawa and Chippewa.

13 February 1784, Détroit — The two highest ranking officers in the British Indian Department were
Duperon Baby (Principal Agent) and Isidore Chesne (Captain).*?

25 March 1785, Détroit — Philip Fry, Deputy Surveyor for the Upper District of the Province of Québec
reported that he had surveyed the land opposite Bois Blanc that the Indians had granted to the Loyalists.
Land was surveyed for distribution to the following individuals: Alexander McKee, M. [Mathew] Elliott,
Joncaire Chabere [Chabert], Thomas McKee, Simon Girty, Anthony St. Martin, Duperon Baby, William
Lamothe [Dagneau dit Lamothe], Chevalier Chabert [Joncaire de Chabert], Isidore Chene [Chesne], and

% MPHSC, Vol. 19, p. 648.

3% Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Darius D. Thorp, 1889), Vol. 13,
hereafter, MPHSC, Vol. 13, pp. 42-43.

3" MPHSC, Vol. 13, pp. 93-94.

38 MPHSC, Vol. 13, pp. 95-96.

3% MPHSC, Vol. 13, pp. 96-97.

40 Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford
Company, 2" edition, 1908), hereafter MPHSC, Vol. 11, p. 344.

4l Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford
Company, second edition 1912), hereafter MPHSC, Vol. 20, p. 176.

42 MPHSC, Vol. 20, 213.

11



Diane Wolford Sheppard - © 2014, 2020 — All rights reserved

Chas. Reaume [Réaume].** Comment: if Isidore Chesne was a Huron Chief, , as asserted by the Wyandot
of Anderdon, why was land set aside for him opposite Bois Blanc?

1 July 1793, Détroit — Isidore Chesne was buried in Ste Anne du Détroit’s Church at the age of 56 years.
Comment: unlike some burial records, this estimate was fairly accurate as he was born in 1738.
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Burial of |5|dore Chesne

3 July 1793, Détroit — Thomas Dugan informed Alexander McKee that Isidore Chesne has been buried the
previous Monday.*

9 December 1793, Détroit — Thomas Dugan asked an unknown recipient who would be taking Isidore
Chesne’s place, presumably in the British Indian Department.*

23 November 1805, Détroit — Father Gabriel Richard buried Thérése Becquet, widow of Isidore Chene
[Chesne], in Ste. Anne du Détroit’s Cemetery 46
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Burial of Thérése Becquet, widow of Isidore Chesne

.,

43 Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Robert Smith Printing Company, 1896),
Vol. 25, pp. 145-147.

4 Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford
Company, 2" edition, 1908), hereafter MPHSC, Vol. 12, pp. 61-62.
* MPHSC, Vol. 12, p. 79.

46 Ancestry.com. Drouin Collection, D, Détroit, Ste-Anne, Autres Registre, 1801-1842, Image 10.
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8 June 1808, Amherstburg — William Claus, deputy superintendent general for Upper Canada in the British
Indian Department noted in his diary that he had met with “the Black Chief” and “Isidore Chesne,” a
Huron.*

16 June 1812 — Amherstburg — William Claus reported to Major General Isaac Brock that Esidore Chaine,
a Huron, had met with Tecumseh near present day Fort Wayne, Indiana. Following their meeting,
Tecumseh asked Esidore Chaine to deliver a “speech” to the Indian Department.*®

19 June 1816, Amherstburg — Lt. Colonel James met with the principal chiefs and warriors of the Huron,
Ottawa, Chippewa, Potawatomi, Shawnee, Kickapoo, and Munsee Nations or Tribes. Isidore spoke for the
Huron and requested that the British Indian Department provide them with an interpreter; they
recommended that John Clarke and Joseph Drouillard be appointed interpreter for them.*°

21 July 1728, Amherstburg — Pierre Rounia-téré or Isidore, a Huron chief, age 56 was buried in St. Jean
Baptiste, Amherstburg.*® Comments: This record proves that he could not have been the same person as
Isidore Chesne, son of Charles Chesne and Catherine Sauvage, who was born in 1738 and who was buried
1 July 1793 in Ste Anne du Détroit’s Church.
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47 Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Robert Smith Printing Company, 1895),
Vol. 23, hereafter MPHSC, Vol. 23, p. 52.

48 Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford
Company, 2" edition, 1909), hereafter MPHSC, Vol. 15, p. 88.

4 MPHSC, Vol. 16, p. 471-473.

50 Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, A, Amherstburg, St Jean, 1802-1829, Images 117-118.
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Burial of Pierre Rounia—téré or Isidore, a Huron chief
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