
Ste. Anne de Detroit Register in the Drouin Records on Ancestry 

Suzanne Boivin Sommerville for the FCHSM Facebook 28 May 2017 

Ste. Anne de Detroit in the Drouin Records on Ancestry 

 

Microfilmed by the Institut Généalogique Drouin 

and digitized at Early U.S. French Catholic Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1695-1954 

 

These digitized images created from the Drouin microfilms are presented and assembled in a confusing 

fashion. When you access the Early U.S. French Catholic Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1695-

1954 at Ancestry.ca (a service that requires a subscription), you will have several choices under D in the 

list of records for Ste. Anne de Detroit and then in the drop down menu choices identified by a span of 

years. (By the way, I don't know who decided to list the year 1695 in the title of the collection!)  The 

parish was originally called Ste. Anne du Détroit (of the whole strait) from 1722 on. 

 

If you want the images of the earliest ORIGINAL registers, choose 

  

Détroit, Ste-Anne; Autres Registres [Other Registers] 1704-1744  

These are original registers. They are not, however, in strict chronological order because of the way in 

which the originals were assembled and bound into one book. See the last page for a breakdown. 

 

The original registers continue under another category: D > Détroit, Ste-Anne > 1702-1780 >  

 

Détroit, Ste-Anne 1702-1780, 238 images  

The original records start at image 16 with records for June 1744 to 1780 in chronological order. The first 

images in this set, however, are type-written pages inserted at the beginning. Go to image 16 for the 

beginning of the actual records. I don't know who decided to enter the year 1702 as the starting date! 

There are no records for 1702. 

 

Staying with the set found under Détroit, Ste-Anne 

Détroit, Ste-Anne: 

1704-1780 [sic], 253 images  

This is a TRANSCRIPTION (handwritten copy) beginning with the first surviving record in 1704 on 

image 4 and ending in March 1760, not 1780. It was photographed in 1951 from the first book of 

transcriptions still available in the Burton Library of the Detroit Public Library. 

 

Détroit, Ste-Anne  

1760-1781 [sic] 243 images.  

This set continues the above TRANSCRIPTION from 31 March 1760 to one record for 1780, all 

photographed from the second book of transcriptions at the Burton Library. 

 

Détroit, Ste-Anne  

1780-1801 625 images. 

Those of you searching for original records for the 1780 to 1800 period should look at the first 316 

images of Détroit, Ste-Anne, 1780-1801.The set of original images ends at image 317 in June of 1781, 

and the third book of transcriptions from the Burton Library begins on image 318 with a 19 January 1780 

record, page 978 of that transcription, and ends in 1801. 
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1801-1842, Transcription 

 

1810-1848, 453 images, almost all of the original records are baptisms beginning with one recorded 18 

December 1809 in the Chapel of St. Nom de Marie, Holy Name of Mary, Parish of Ste. Anne, signed 

Gabriel Richard. Since the church of Ste. Anne was destroyed by fire in 1805, religious acts had to be 

performed in a temporary home until Father Gabriel Richard’s stone church began to be used. One site for 

church services was in the Springwells area (modern-day Fort Wayne) and another on the Eastside, near 

present-day East Grand Boulevard and the Detroit River. The Eastsiders, those who lived on “la Cote du 

nord,” preferred a location closer to their homes after the fire of 1805, but their chapel was interdicted by 

the United States bishop in charge of Ste. Anne. A new Ste. Anne church, at Congress near Bates, was not 

begun until 1818, and it was not completed for ten years. The first two decades of the nineteenth century 

included the War of 1812 and a growth in non-French speaking parishioners. Several abjurations by 

Protestants appear in the pages of this set of records. 

 

The acts recorded in the new church while it was being built start on image 88, 5 January 1819. This page 

with three baptisms is signed by Father Janvier, Father Richard, and Father Bertrand, as are the records 

that follow. Image 99 begins 1820; image 110 is 1821; image 119 is 1822. Father Francois Vincent Badin 

begins to sign at image 125. Image 131 is 1833, etc. Then at about image 327, in 1842, entries begin to be 

written in Latin as well as in French.  A few English entries are also found. By image 331, Latin is the 

language of the register. The last entry is for 30 December 1848. 

  

Your other choices in the drop down menu for Détroit, Ste-Anne are: 

   

Détroit, Ste-Anne; Baptêmes [Baptisms]. These are arranged in charts and may be civil copies.  

1921-1922  

1922-1936  

1937-1943   

  

Détroit, Ste-Anne; Index:  

1704-1842   

  

Détroit, Ste-Anne; Mariages [Marriages]:  

1842-1874   

1875-1914   

1914-1925   

1925-1943   

  

Détroit, Ste-Anne; Sépultures [Burials]:  

1843-1872   

1873-1914   

1914-1939   

1940-1942   

1943   
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Ste-Anne; Autres Registres: also has 

 

1801-1810 58 images.  

Original, begins with the baptism of a child of Jean Francois Hamtramek.  

The baptism just before the fire of 5 June 1805 occurred the first of June, at image 27; the next three are 

dated 15 June. 28 March 1810 is the last record in this set. 

 

1801-1832 [sic] 137 images.  

Original marriages.  Last marriage is 15 September 1842 on image 136. The entries here are in Latin. 

Image 137 begins two pages of burials from 9 August 1801 to 12 September 1802. 

 

1801-1842 [sic] 94 images.  

Original burial records, continues the burials from the set just above, beginning with 22 September 1802. 

1820 begins at image 54. The last record is for 31 January 1843. 

 

1810-1831 [sic] 119 images.  

Original acts written at various chapels and missions, image 2 has records titled baptisms, marriages, and 

burials from the chapel on the côte du Nord Est, 1810, 1811, to 27 February 1812.  However, image 5 on 

the left side ends with September 1810.  The other side is a set of records from 1836 from St. Philomene?  

 

This section is very confusing.  

Image 12 ends in September 1838. Image 13 begins a set of records for St. Francois Xavier Baie Verte 

that ends at image 17 on the left; on the right side records Baie Verte (Green Bay) for 1825-26 

 

Détroit, Ste-Anne; Autres Registres; Index:  

1810-1848 Index  

[The page numbers for records in this index refer to the pages in the TRANSCRIPTION, not to the page 

numbers in the original registers.] 

  

Détroit, Ste-Anne; Actes Généraux et Index [General acts and index]:  

1846-1861 Original  

1861-1886  

1886-1914  

1914-1921  

 

Transcribed records will most often be written in the same handwriting with no original signatures of the 

participants. The presentation is confusing, but the records themselves, once you can find your way into 

them, are priceless.  

 

Keep these dates in mind: 

 

French Regime: 1704 to 1763 

British Regime: 1763 to 1796 

United States of America: 1796 to now 

 


