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Deciphering French and French-Canadian Baptismal, Marriage, and Burial Records 

Part 3: Burials (Sépultures) [Part 1: Deciphering baptisms appeared in MHH, January 2014, Vol. 35, #1, pp. 55-

59; Part 2: Deciphering marriages appeared in MHH, April 2014, Vol. 35, #2, pp. 91-97.  The intent of the previous 

two articles and the article below is to help in the transcription and translations of acts found in French-language 

parish registers.  They all follow similar patterns whether they are from France, Québec, Détroit or Kaskaskia.] 

Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, FCHSM member (gfmoreau1@aol.com) 

France 

 
St-Sauveur, Castelsarrasin – http://catholique-montauban.cef.fr 

 

Burial of Antoine Lamothe Cadillac 

Castelsarrasin, Tarn-et-Garonne, France 

 

 
www.archivesdepartementales.cg82.fr  Archives départementales de Tarn-et-Garonne, Registres d’état civil, 

Castelsarrasin (Saint-Sauveur), BMS (AC), 1730-1730/AC033-GG20, vue 56 

 

Transcription of the burial of Antoine Lamothe Cadillac:   

  [In margin – Sep. (Sépulture) de Mr. de Lamothe Cadillac] 

  Lan mil sept cens Trente et le seizieme octobre a été 

  enseveli dans L’Eglise des Reverends peres Carmes 

  Messire Antoine Lamothe Cadillac, Chevalier de 

  L’ordre militaire de St Louis, cy devant Gouverneur 

  pour le Roy dans la province de La Louisiane chef du 

mailto:gfmoreau1@aol.com
http://www.archivesdepartementales.cg82.fr/
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  Conseil superieur de La de. province et ancien Gouverneur 

  de la pnte ville de Castelsarray, decedé vers la minuit, 

  agé d’environ soixante treize ans, ont assisté au convoi 

  Messieurs François [above line – de] Lamothe Cadillac son fils et jean 

  pierre Descombels Soub.nez avec moi 

   Albepar pre Voc. 

    francois Lamothe Cadillac 

     Descombels [written in the first line of the next act] 

 

Translation of the burial of Antoine Lamothe Cadillac:  The year one thousand seven hundred thirty [1730] and 

the sixteenth of October was buried [entombed] in the Church of the Reverend Father Carmes [Carmelites], Messire 

Antoine Lamothe Cadillac, Chevalier de l’Ordre Militaire de St. Louis, previously Governor for the King in the 

province of Louisiana, head of the Conseil Supérieur of the said province and former Governor of the present city of 

Castelsarrasin, deceased near midnight, aged about seventy-three [73] years.  Messieurs François de Lamothe 

Cadillac, his son, and Jean Pierre Descombels, undersigned with me, attended the funeral procession. 

 

Burial act of Marie Thérèse Guyon 

 
 

www.archivesdepartementales.cg82.fr  Archives départementales de Tarn-et-Garonne, Registres d’état civil, 

Castelsarrasin (Saint-Jean), BMS (AC), 1746-1749/AC033-GG37, vue 11 

 

 
Saint-Jean, Castelsarrasin - http://catholique-montauban.cef.fr 

 

Transcription of the burial act of Marie Thérèse Guyon: 

  [Written in margin – Sep. (Sépulture) de Dame Marie Therese de Guyon] 

  Le dixneuviesme juin Mil sept Cens quarante six a été 

  ensevelie dans L’Eglise de St Jean Dame Marie Thereze de 

  Guyon veuve de Messire Antoine de Lamothe Cadillac [word crossed out] 

  Chevalier de L’ordre militaire de St Louis Ancien Gouverneur 

http://www.archivesdepartementales.cg82.fr/
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  de la province de La Louissianne et Gouverneur de la pnte 

  ville, agée de quatre vingts trois [written above line – ans], pns Messire françois de 

  Lamothe Cadillac son fils, et Messire François de pousargues 

  soub.nez avec moi  Lamothe Cadillac 

   Albepar curé  [There is no signature for Pousargues.] 

 

Translation of the burial act of Marie Thérèse Guyon:  The nineteenth of June one thousand seven hundred 

forty-six [1746] was buried in the church of St. Jean, Dame Marie Thérèse de Guyon, widow of Messire Antoine de 

Lamothe Cadillac, Chevalier de L’ordre Militaire de St. Louis, former Governor of the province of Louisiana and 

Governor of the present city, aged eighty-three [83] years.  Present Messire François de Lamothe Cadillac, her son, 

and Messire François de Pousargues, undersigned with me. 

 

Burial act of Marie Thérèse de Lamothe Cadillac 

 
www.archivesdepartementales.cg82.fr  Archives départementales de Tarn-et-Garonne, Registres d’état civil, 

Castelsarrasin (Saint-Sauveur), BMS (AC), 1753-1753/AC033-GG22, vue 28 

 

 Transcription of the burial act of Marie Thérèse de Lamothe Cadillac: 

  [In margin – mort de dame marie therese de lamothe Cadillac] 

  Lan mil sept cens cinquante trois et le premier [above line- second] fevrier a été enterrée dans 

  l’Eglise des R R peres Carmes dame marie therese de lamothe Cadillac epouze 

  de noble francois hercules de pousargues agée d’environ quarante neuf ans decedée 

  le jour precedent present noble francois hercules de pousargues son mary et 

  maitre raymond de poursargues pretre soussigné        pousargues ptre  prades curé 

 

Translation of the burial act of Marie Thérèse de Lamothe Cadillac:  The year one thousand seven hundred 

fifty-three [1753] and the second February was buried in the Church of the Reverend Fathers Carmes [Carmelites], 

Dame Marie Thérèse de Lamothe Cadillac, wife of nobleman François Hercules de Pousargues, aged about forty-

nine [49] years, deceased the preceding day.  Present: nobleman François Hercules de Pousargues, her husband, and 

Master Raymond de Poursargues, priest, undersigned. 

[My comments:  Baptized: 2 February 1704 in the church of Fort Pontchartrain du Détroit 

   Married: 16 February 1729, Saint-Sauveur, Castelsarrasin, Tarn-et-Garonne, France 

   Burial: 2 February 1753, Eglise des Carmes, Castelsarrasin, France] 

   

Québec 

 

http://www.archivesdepartementales.cg82.fr/
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Burial act of Michel Campeau – Notre-Dame de Montréal 

 

 
www.ancestry.com  Québec, Vital and Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1621-1967, M>Montréal, Basilique 

Notre-Dame, 1734-1740, image 120 

Transcription of the burial act of Michel Campeau: 

  [In margin: S(épulture) Michel Campau] 

  Le neuvieme Jour du mois de Septembre de lan mil sept cent trente 

  et Sept a ete inhumé dans le cimetiere proche l’eglise le corps de 

  Michel Campau agé de Soixante et treize ans decedé le Jour 

  precedent a quatre heures du matin, ont eté presens Mr. favard et  

  Clerimbert pretres qui ont signé 

  favard ptre  clerimbert pretre  Deats vic 

 

Translation of the burial act of Michel Campau:  The ninth day of the month of September of the year one 

thousand seven hundred thirty-seven [1737] was buried in the cemetery close to the church the body of Michel 

Campau [Campeau], aged seventy-three [73] years, deceased the preceding day at four o’clock in the morning.  Mr. 

Favard and Clerimbert, priests, who signed, were present. 

  

Détroit 

Burial act of Catherine Seguin Laderoute [Marie Françoise Sauvage] 

 

 
 

www.ancestry.com  Early US French Catholic Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1695-1954, D>Détroit, Ste-

Anne, 1780-1801, image 182 

 

Transcription of the burial act of Catherine Seguin Laderoute [Marie Françoise Sauvage]: 
  [In margin – S(épulture). 22 Catherine Seguin Laderoute] 

  Le trante et un de juillet mil sept cent quatre vingt douze 

  par nous pretre Soussigné aété inhumée dans léglise de cette 

  paroisse en l’allée du millieu le corps de Catherine veuve Seguin 

  laderoute décédé hier agé d’environ quatre vingt dix huit ans 

  etoient présents Roucoux, pelletier et plusieurs autres de ce enquis. 

      p frèchette ptre curé 

  Roucou 

http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
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Translation of the burial act of Catherine Seguin Laderoute [Marie Françoise Sauvage]: The thirty-first of July 

one thousand seven hundred ninety-two [1792], by we the undersigned priest, was buried in the church of this parish 

in the allée du milieu [the middle aisle of the church] the body of Catherine, widow Séguin Laderoute, deceased 

yesterday, aged about 98 years.  Were present Roucoux, Pelletier, and several others, of this inquiry. 

 

[My comments:   Baptized: 2 February 1700 in Champlain, Québec; Marie Françoise Sauvage 

                             Married:  (1) 12 April 1723 in Ste Anne du Détroit to Joseph Séguin dit Ladéroute;   Françoise  

   Sauvage 

   (2) 4 June 1762 in Church of the Immaculate Conception of Notre-Dame of    

   Kaskaskia to Raphael Beauvais; Marie Françoise Sauvage, widow of Joseph Séguin 

  Buried: 31 July 1792 in Ste Anne du Détroit; Catherine Séguin Laderoute, widow Séguin        

   Laderoute] 

 

 

Détroit 

 

The burial act of Pierre Chesne dit Labutte 

 

 
www.ancestry.com  Early US French Catholic Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1695-1954, D>Détroit, Ste-

Anne, 1702-1780, image 191 

 

Transcription of the burial act of Pierre Chesne dit Labutte: 

[In margin – Enterm (enterrement). de Monsieur pierre chesne dit Labutte] 

Lan de Notre Seigneur Mil Sept cent soixante et quatorze Le seize de May à été inhumé dans la Neffe 

de cette eglise proche le Coeur Le corps du sieur pierre chesne dit Labutte ancien marguille de cette Eglise 

Bourgeois commercant de cette ville, y demeurant Rue sainte anne, interprete pour Le Roy des langues sau 

vages, Mort du treze ducourant agé Denviron quatre vingt ans: après une Maladie de plus dun an pendant 

Laquelle il a recû plusieurs fois Les Sacrements de penitence et Euchariste avec toutte la piete Et La 

devotion La plus Edifiante, Et Lextreme onction quelque jours avant Sa Mort: fils de feu Pierre chesne 

et de deffunte Jeanne Baillon Ses pere et mere En legitime Mariage, vivant demeurants En La paroisse de 

de la pointe aux Tremble diocesse de quebeck et Gouvernement de MontReal; Veuf En premiere Noce de deffunte 

magdelaine Roy. Epoux En Seconde noces de dame Louize Catherine Barrois. Le dit Enterm En presence 

des Sieurs Jeacque campeau, cuillerrier, cabassie, pougé Et de plusieurs autres parents et amis dont Les prinicipaux 

http://www.ancestry.com/
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ont signez avec nous 

  Jacques Campau       Fr Simple Bocquet R. Ms. Vic Gen. 

 

Translation of the burial act of Pierre Chesne dit Labutte:  The year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 

seventy-four [1774] the sixteenth of May was buried in the Neffe [nave] of the church close to le Coeur [chancel, the 

body of a church containing the altar and sanctuary] the body of Sieur Pierre Chesne dit Labutte, former church 

warden of this church, a bourgeois businessman of this city, living there on rue Sainte Anne, interpreter for the King 

in the Indian languages, dead the thirteenth of the current [month], aged about eighty [80] years.  After an illness of 

more than a year during which time he received, several times, the sacraments of Penitence and the Eucharist with 

complete piety and the most edifying devotion, and Extreme Unction a few days before his death.  Son of the late 

Pierre Chesne and the late Jeanne Baillon [Louise Jeanne Bailly], his father and mother in legitimate marriage, while 

alive living in the parish of la Pointe-aux-Trembles, diocese of Québec and Government of Montréal; widower in a 

first marriage of the late Magdeleine Roy, husband in a second marriage of Dame Louise Catherine Barrois.  The 

said burial in the presence of Sieurs Jacques Campeau, Cuillerier, Cabassié, Pougé and several other relatives and 

friends, the principal ones of which signed with us. 

Kaskaskia 

The burial act of Joseph Bineau 

 
www.familysearch.org  Illinois, Diocese of Belleville, Parish Records 1729-1956, Randolph County, Kaskaskia Island, 

Immaculate Conception, Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths 1695-1833, image 38 
 

Transcription of the burial act of Joseph Bineau: 

  [Written in margin, in English, at a later time: Jos. Bineau & 4 others killed on the Ohio] 

  Le cinq septembre mil sept cent soixante et neuf Je soussigné 

  pretre missionnaire faisant Les functions Curiales en La paroisse 

  De L’Immaculée Conceptions De Notre Dame Des Kaskaskias Certifie 

  avoir Chanté un service solennel pour Lenommé Joseph Bineau 

  Jeune home D’environ trente ans natif Du Detroit, ayant 

  Vecu Depuis que Je le Connois fort chretiennement, tué sur Les 

  Bords De la Belle Riviere par Les Sauvages avec quatre 

  autres français De la même pirogue, en foy Dequoy J’ai signé. 

       P. Gibault p.tre 
 

Translation of the burial act of Joseph Bineau:  The fifth of September one thousand seven hundred and sixty-

nine [1769], I, undersigned, the missionary priest performing the pastoral duties in the parish of the Immaculate 

Conception of Notre-Dame of Kaskaskia, certify having sung a solemn service for the man named Joseph Bineau, a 

young man about thirty [30] years old, a native of Detroit, having lived as long as I have known him as a Christian, 

killed on the shores of la Belle Rivière [Ohio River] by the Indians with four other Frenchmen in the same dugout 

canoe.  In faith of which I have signed. 
 

[Comment: Joseph Bineau, son of Louis Bineau and Marie Madeleine Levreau, was born and baptized 16 May 1748 

in Montréal (PRDH #149240).  His family was in Détroit by 1750.] 
 

http://www.familysearch.org/
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Sources used: 
www.ancestry.com, Early US French Catholic Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1695-1954, D>Detroit, Ste-Anne; Autres 

Registres 1704-1744; D>Détroit, Ste-Anne, 1702-1780; D>Détroit, Ste-Anne, 1780-1801 

www.archivesdepartementales.cg82.fr  Archives départementales de Tarn-et-Garonne, Castelsarrasin 

www.familysearch.org  Illinois, Diocese of Belleville, Parish Records 1729-1956, Randolph County, Kaskaskia Island, 

Immaculate Conception, Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths 1695-1833; Marriages 1741-1834 

www.familysearch.org  Québec, registres paroissiaux catholiques, 1621-1979, Champlain, Notre-Dame-de-la-Visitation, 

Baptêmes, marriages, sépultures 1679-1781 index 1679-1799 

Family History Library (FHL) microfilm #1361691 for Saint-Denis, Gressy, Seine-et-Marne, France 

Jetté, René.  Dictionnaire généalogique des familles du Québec des origines à 1730.  Les Presses de l’Université de Montréal: 

Montréal, 1983. 

http://jomave.chez-alice.fr/ferlab/navarre.html   #1.2.2.1.4  Antoine François. [for Navarre sources] 

Programme de recherche en démographie historique (PRDH) de l’Université de Montréal online: 

 http://www.genealogie.umontreal.ca 
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