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Travel and Transportation 

 

Huron/Wendat: During the summer, the Huron/Wendat carried baggage and firewood on their 

backs using a band that was fastened over the forehead.  During the winter, they transported 

baggage and firewood on sledges made of long planks of white cedar.  Men and women used 

snowshoes that the men had made and laced with animal intestines [Kinietz, p. 49].  The 

Huron/Wendat used an extensive trail network to walk from one village to another; primarily 

after the fall harvest.  Most winter travel was avoided other than to go ice fishing [HNAI, p. 

378].  

 

Birchbark canoes were used for travelling on rivers or lakes.  If a canoe was travelling with the 

wind and current and did not have to pass rapids or make a portage, the canoeists could travel 25 

to 30 leagues (approximately 75 to 90 miles) in a day.  The sides and ends of canoes that 

travelled on the Great Lakes or large rivers were much higher than those used by the eastern 

woodland tribes such as the Abenaki who used their canoes on small streams where overhanging 

branches could break the canoe [Kinietz, p.  51]. 

 

In 1718, Jacques Charles Sabrevois de Bleury reported that that Huron, Ottawa, 

Potawatomi, and Mississauga all made canoes which were traded to the French.  Although 

Sagard, François Joseph Bressani, S.J., and Pierre Boucher reported that the men made the 

canoes, Sabrevois reported that they cut and shaped the bark and made the gunwales, 

crosspieces and ribs; while the women sewed the pieces of bark with roots and gummed them 

[Kinietz, pp.  51-52].    

 

Petun/Tobacco: None of the early writers described Petun/Tobacco travel or transportation. 

 

Huron/Petun: None of the early writers described Huron/Petun travel or transportation. 

                                                 
1 Most of the descriptions found in this guide can be found in William C. Sturtevant and Bruce Trigger, Handbook 

of North American Indians (Washington, D.C., The Smithsonian Institution, 1978), Vol. 15, hereafter HNAI; W. 

Vernon Kinietz, The Indians of the Western Great Lakes 1615-1760 (Ann Arbor, Michigan: Ann Arbor Paperback 

and The University of Michigan Press, 1972, 2nd printing).  Readers can also consult the following references: 

Emma Helen Blair, editor and translator, The Indian Tribes of the Upper Mississippi Valley and Region of the Great 

Lakes (Cleveland, Ohio: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1912), Vols. 1 and 2, especially Nicolas Perrot, Memoir on 

the Manners, Customs, and Religion of the Savages of North America, and Claude Charles Leroy Bacqueville de La 

Potherie/LaPotherie, History of the Savage Peoples who are allies of New France; Armand Louis Lom d’Acre, 

baron de Lahontan, and Reuben Gold Thwaites (editor) New Voyages to North America (Chicago: A.C, McClurg 

and Co., 1905). Additional accounts can be found in: Samuel (de) Champlain, The Works of Samuel Champlain 

(Toronto, Ontario: The Champlain Society, 1922-1936; six volumes); Joseph François Lafitau, S.J., William Nelson 

Fenton, and Elizabeth L. Moore (editors), Customs of the American Indians Compared With Customs of Primitive 

Tribes (Toronto: The Champlain Society, 1974 and 1977); Ruben Gold Thwaites, editor, The Jesuit Relations and 

Allied Documents (Cleveland: The Burrows Brothers.  Available online at:  

(http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/ ); University of Toronto and Université Laval, Dictionary of Canadian 

Biography Online, (www.biographi.ca/index-e.html ), hereafter DCB.  

http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/
http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html
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Miami: The Miami did not use snowshoes even when they lived in northern Wisconsin.  In 

1673, Claude Allouez, S.J., reported that they “do not know how to walk on snow shoes; for 

that reason, they have greatly suffered in this quarter, where was an extraordinary quantity of 

snow.”  The Miami also did not use birchbark canoes, although they used dugout canoes or 

pirogues on connecting rivers.  Dugout canoes were too heavy to be portaged and were not 

suitable for use on the Great Lakes.  The Miami were renowned for being excellent walkers; 

when the villages went on winter hunts, the women carried the baggage with headbands or pack 

straps.  Dogs were not used as pack animals [Kinietz, p. 176-177].   

 

Ojibwa/Chippewa: Although the early writers did not comment on Ojibwa/Chippewa travel, the 

members of the Tribe used canoes in the 18th century, and presumably used snowshoes. 

 

Ottawa: The Ottawa used birch bark canoes [Kinietz, p. 245]. 

 

Potawatomi: The Potawatomi preferred the dugout canoe; bark-covered canoes were used less 

frequently [HNAI, p. 734].   

 

 

 


