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Manufacturing

Huron/Wendat: The Huron/Wendat manufactured large casks of bark which were used to store
corn. Jean de Brébeuf, S.J., reported that each cask could hold 100 to 120 bushels of corn.
Women manufactured the following items: (1) rush baskets to store corn, as well as bark bowls
for drinking, eating, and to use as a dipper; (2) mats of rushes that were used for sleeping, sitting,
and to cover the doors; (3) scarves, collars, and bracelets; (4) most household tools and storage
items such as pottery, baskets, and mats which were made of bark, reeds, or corn husks; (5)
pottery; (6) clothing and moccasins made of deer, beaver, and moose skins which the women
prepared; (7) strings made of hemp and bark fibers; and (8) leather bags and tobacco pouches
that were decorated with paint and colored porcupine quills. Baskets were also decorated with
paint and colored porcupine quills. Women also stripped and spun hemp [Kinietz, pp. 15-16, 46-
49; HNAI, pp. 382-383].

The men made the following items: (1) wooden spoons, dishes, and bowls and clay or stone
tobacco pipes; (2) stone axes were made of granite and hornblende schist; (3) bone was used to
make tools such as awls, needles, combs, and hide fleshers; (4) beads were made of bird bones,
red slate, shell, stone, and turtle shells; (5) mortars and grinders were made of stone or wood; and
(6) fishing nets and snares were made of Indian hemp that had been gathered by the women. Men
used the following materials to make weapons: (1) animal intestines or tendons were used to
make bow strings; (2) prior to contact with the French, stone or bone was used to manufacture
long straight arrows; after contact, metal was used for arrowheads; (3) fish glue was used to
attach arrowheads and eagle tail feathers to the arrow; (4) stone was used for knives and the
points of short spears; (5) war clubs were carved out of wood; and (6) cedar was used to make
large shields that almost covered their entire body; while smaller shields were made of boiled
leather [Kinietz, p. 16, 46-49; HNAI, p. 382].

! Most of the descriptions found in this guide can be found in William C. Sturtevant and Bruce Trigger, Handbook
of North American Indians (Washington, D.C., The Smithsonian Institution, 1978), Vol. 15, hereafter HNAI; W.
Vernon Kinietz, The Indians of the Western Great Lakes 1615-1760 (Ann Arbor, Michigan: Ann Arbor Paperback
and The University of Michigan Press, 1972, 2" printing). Readers can also consult the following references:
Emma Helen Blair, editor and translator, The Indian Tribes of the Upper Mississippi Valley and Region of the Great
Lakes (Cleveland, Ohio: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1912), Vols. 1 and 2, especially Nicolas Perrot, Memoir on
the Manners, Customs, and Religion of the Savages of North America, and Claude Charles Leroy Bacqueville de La
Potherie/LaPotherie, History of the Savage Peoples who are allies of New France; Armand Louis Lom d’Acre,
baron de Lahontan, and Reuben Gold Thwaites (editor) New Voyages to North America (Chicago: A.C, McClurg
and Co., 1905). Additional accounts can be found in: Samuel (de) Champlain, The Works of Samuel Champlain
(Toronto, Ontario: The Champlain Society, 1922-1936; six volumes); Joseph Francois Lafitau, S.J., William Nelson
Fenton, and Elizabeth L. Moore (editors), Customs of the American Indians Compared With Customs of Primitive
Tribes (Toronto: The Champlain Society, 1974 and 1977); Ruben Gold Thwaites, editor, The Jesuit Relations and
Allied Documents (Cleveland: The Burrows Brothers. Available online at:
(http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/ ); University of Toronto and Université Laval, Dictionary of Canadian
Biography Online, (www.biographi.ca/index-e.html ), hereafter DCB.
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Petun/Tobacco: None of the early writers described Petun/Tobacco manufacturing practices.
Huron/Petun: 2 None of the early writers described Huron/Petun manufacturing practices.

Miami: Prior to the introduction of copper kettles and pots by the French, the Miami made
earthen pots. They may have also made wooden plates and spoons, as well as using animal
bones to make utensils or gourds for bowls, but no direct evidence has been found. Miami
women assumed a number of manufacturing duties: (1) they dressed the skins of animals that the
men had caught; (2) they spun buffalo wool and dyed it black, yellow, or deep red, and used it to
make robes, sacks, belts, garters, scarves, using thread that had been made with deer sinew; (3)
they gathered reeds that grew in the swamps, dyed them black, yellow, and red, and then made
mats and war bundles that were carried by the warriors; and (4) they may have followed the
customs of the Illinois, who made the mats that were used to cover their cabins. The men made
war clubs and arrows. If a knife was not available, arrows were used to flay animals [Kinietz,
pp. 171, 177 - 179].

Ojibwa/Chippewa: The early writers did not specifically comment on goods manufactured by
the Ojibwa/ Chippewa. HNAI noted that cultural reports were not made until the later part of the
19" century [HNAI, p. 746].

Ottawa: Champlain reported that the Ottawa were the most industrious of the tribes in weaving
mats that he described as like a Turkish carpet. Gabriel Sagard stated that the women wove the
mats of reeds and corn husks that had been dyed vivid colors. The mats were used to close the
doorways of their cabins or to sit on. The Ottawa traded these mats with other Tribes for shells,
paints, and pottery. The Ottawa also made birch boxes and leather containers [Kinietz, p. 244-
245; HNA, pp. 775-776].

Potawatomi: The women made their clothing of animal skins or of fabrics that had been woven
in a plaiting technique. They painted their clothing and manufactured goods. Clothing was also
decorated with native copper from Lake Superior or shell beads, gorgets, and pendants that had
originated from the Atlantic coast. Pipes bowls were manufactured from stone or clay fired,;
some pipe bowls were elbow shaped, others were molded or carved with animal effigies. All
pipe stems were made of wood or reeds [HNAI, p. 728].

2 Readers are reminded that although authors frequently refer to the Native-American Tribe who lived in Michigan
as the Huron, Wendat, or even the Wyandot, the Tribe that lived in Michigan was primarily made up of the
Petun/Tobacco Tribe and the few remnants of the Huron/Wendat Confederacy who took refuge with the
Petun/Tobacco Tribe following the destruction of Huronia by the Iroquois. The Huron /Wendat Confederacy should
be considered distinct from the merged Huron/Wendat and Petun/Tobacco Tribe or Nation who moved to Michigan.
Although the histories of the two tribes prior to the destruction of Huronia were different, their culture was very
similar and the Petun/Tobacco spoke the same language as the Bear or Attignawantan Tribe of the Huron/Wendat
Confederacy.



