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Hunting Practices of the Huron/Petun,! Petun/Tobacco, Huron/Petun, Miami,
Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa/Odawa, and Potawatomi
Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM Member

Huron/Wendat: Kinietz believed that hunting was less important to the Huron/Wendat diet
because their dense population killed the game or drove it off. The men hunted for deer using
snares, traps, and bows, but most commonly in large well-organized communal drives, in which
a line of men gathered in the woods and the deer were driven ahead of the men, frequently into a
large triangular enclosure. Champlain witnessed a hunt in which 25 men gathered 120 deer in 38
days. Small groups of men occasionally hunted for bear with the help of dogs. The
Huron/Wendat also hunted for moose, muskrat, woodchuck, fox, hare, turkey, ducks, and other
fowl with bows, spears, or snares. Although the Huron/Wendat hunted for beaver in the summer
and winter, winter hunting was preferred because beaver pelts were heavier and worth more in
trade. During the summer, the Huron/Wendat placed stakes in the water and stretched nets from
the stakes so that the beaver could be caught and killed when they left their lodges. During the
winter, the Huron/Wendat first blocked all escape routes from the lodge, and then cut a hole in
the ice where the lodge was located. One hunter placed his hand in the hole while another hunter
tapped on the ice with a stick to frighten the beaver and make them return to their lodges. The
beaverzwere caught by the neck in order to avoid being bitten [Kinietz, pp. 16, 18, 20-24; HNAI,
p. 3827].

Petun/Tobacco: None of the early writers described Petun/Tobacco hunting practices.

Huron/Petun: After the Huron/Petun moved to present-day Michigan where game was much
more plentiful than Huronia, Lahontan noted that the Ottawa and Huron/Petun hunted beaver in
the valley of the Saginaw River every other year. The Huron/Petun, therefore, adopted the
practice of the Ottawa who placed much more emphasis on hunting for their dietary needs.
LaPotherie recorded that for their summer hunts, the Huron/Petun travelled 30-40 leagues, but
they travelled at least 100 leagues for the winter hunts and were gone from fall until the
following spring [Kinietz, p. 23].

Miami: During the summer, the men hunted at short distances from the village. In late autumn,
the entire village with the exception of a few old men and women who were unable to walk
departed for a communal hunt for buffalo. The women and children accompanied the men on
the autumn and winter hunts so that they were not left vulnerable to an attack by enemy Tribes.

! Readers are reminded that although authors frequently refer to the Native-American Tribe who lived in Michigan
as the Huron, Wendat, or even the Wyandot, the Tribe that lived in Michigan was primarily made up of the
Petun/Tobacco Tribe and the few remnants of the Huron/Wendat Confederacy who took refuge with the
Petun/Tobacco Tribe following the destruction of Huronia by the Iroquois. The Huron /Wendat Confederacy should
be considered distinct from the merged Huron/Wendat and Petun/Tobacco Tribe or Nation who moved to Michigan.
Although the histories of the two tribes prior to the destruction of Huronia were different, their culture was very
similar and the Petun/Tobacco spoke the same language as the Bear or Attignawantan Tribe of the Huron/Wendat
Confederacy.

2 William C. Sturtevant and Bruce Trigger, Handbook of North American Indians (Washington, D.C., The
Smithsonian Institution, 1978), Vol. 15, hereafter HNAI; W. Vernon Kinietz, The Indians of the Western Great
Lakes 1615-1760 (Ann Arbor, Michigan: Ann Arbor Paperback and The University of Michigan Press, 1972, 2"

printing).
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When hunting for buffalo, the Miami preferred to surprise a herd and set fire to the dead grass
surrounding the herd except for a few places where the hunters gathered. The men killed the
buffalo when they tried to escape the fire. Hennepin reported that buffalo meat was dried in the
sun or broiled on gridirons and stored in sacks made of buffalo wool. This type of preservation
kept the meat for four months. The women were responsible for flaying the animals that had
been killed, bringing the meat to their cabins, and smoking it for preservation. Men also hunted
for elk, deer, bear, and beaver [Kinietz, p. 171, 173].

Ojibwa/Chippewa: The Ojibwa/Chippewa hunted along the south shore of Lake Superior for
beaver, moose, marten, and deer. Deer, elk, and buffalo were the favorite targets of the
Ojibwa/Chippewa bands who hunted in the land occupied by the Sioux. Perrot reported that the
Ojibwa/Chippewa primarily hunted with guns and bows and arrows; but they used snares to hunt
large animals such as moose. During the winter of 1670-71, they caught more than 2,400 moose
on Manitoulin Island [Kinietz, p. 322; HNAI, p. 762].

Ottawa: Prior to contact with the French, the Ottawa depended on agriculture, hunting, and
fishing to supply their needs. After they had contact with Europeans, the Ottawa increased their
hunting for beaver to exchange their furs for goods that they had formerly manufactured such as
pottery, stone knives, bows, and arrows. Individuals or group parties hunted for deer, bear,
beaver, other mammals, and fowl [Kinietz, pp. 235-236; HNAI, p. 774].

For summer hunting, the men generally left most of their family in their villages and travelled 75
to 100 miles to hunt for food for the family. They hunted for deer, bear, and beaver. The beaver
hunted in summer was used for food, rather than trading because winter beaver was more
valuable. Lahontan reported that the Ottawa did not hunt in the same area every year. For
example, they hunted in the Saginaw Valley every other year. Every autumn, hunting grounds
were assigned to particular families. For their winter hunts, eight or ten men lived together in a
cabin that had been erected in the middle of their assigned territory. Deer and fowl were shot,
but traps were set for otter, bear, fox, and marten. Although beaver was occasionally trapped,
the Ottawa preferred to tap their damns which made them much easier prey. Lahontan reported
that the Ottawa tried to preserve the supply of beaver by leaving a dozen females and half a
dozen males in each pond or lake. During the winter when the lakes and rivers were frozen,
holes were made in the ice and nets placed in the holes. Axes were used to open the lodges and
the beaver were caught in the nets when they escaped from the lodges. After the nets had been
withdrawn from the ice, the beaver were killed by hitting them on the head. [Kinietz, pp. 237-
239].

Potawatomi: During the summer, the Potawatomi hunted deer, elk, and beaver. Men, women,
and children departed from their villages every autumn for winter hunting; they returned the
following spring, By 1720, Potawatomi hunting parties from Fort St. Joseph hunted buffalo
along the Mississippi River [Kinietz, p. 313; HNAI, pp. 728, 729].
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Jefferys 3 illustration of Native-American cooking methods

3 C.W. Jefferys, The Picture Gallery of Canadian History (Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 1942), Vol. 1, 15.



