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Fishing Practices of the Huron/Petun, Petun/Tobacco, Huron/Petun, Miami,
Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa/Odawa, and Potawatomi
Diane Wolford Sheppard

Huron/Wendat:! Fishing was much more important to the Huron/Wendat than hunting. In
Huronia, fish that spawned in the spring such as sturgeon, pike, maskinonge, catfish, sucker, and
walleye that spawned in shallow, weedy bays and creeks were caught with spears, although
smaller fish were caught in dip nets and weirs. During the fall fishing season, the men lived in
fishing camps located near the shallow areas of Georgian Bay and Lake Simcoe. The men fished
for lake trout, cisco, and whitefish using seine nets that were set in the water in the evening and
gathered the following morning. The Huron/Wendat used the same method in the winter to fish
under the ice. Fish were eaten fresh, smoked, or dried, and were prepared in the fishing camps.
Larger whitefish were boiled; during the process oil was skimmed off and stored in gourds that
the Huron/Wendat had obtained from Tribes living south of the Great Lakes. Fish were much
more important to the Huron/Wendat diet that meat and were frequently added to corn soup or
sagamité [Kinietz, pp. 16, 24-29; HNAI, 378, 3822].

Petun/Tobacco and Huron/Petun: None of the early writers described Petun/Tobacco or
Huron/Petun fishing practices, although the Huron/Petun Tribe or Nation is presumed to have
fished at Michilimackinac like the Ottawa.

Miami: None of the early writers described Miami fishing practices.

Ojibwa/Chippewa: Fishing was very important to the Ojibwa/Chippewa. Kinietz believed that
the Saulteux band lived at Sault Sainte Marie throughout the year and that they relied on fishing
for their food [Kinietz, p. 321]. They fished for sturgeon with spears off the islands in Lake
Huron during the summer. The abundance of whitefish in the St. Mary’s River drew large
numbers of Ojibwa/Chippewa to the area during the autumn. They fished for whitefish with nets
while standing in their canoes. The yield was the greatest in swiftest rapids; the Saulteux and
Mississauga bands of the Ojibwa/Chippewa and the Nipissing were the only bands known to
have been skilled enough to fish in the rapids using this method. The Ojibwa/Chippewa
preserved part of the autumn catch of whitefish by drying the fish on frames over a fire. The
Tribe sold their excess fish at Michilimackinac to the French as well as other Tribes [Kinietz, pp.
321, 323-324; HNAI, p. 760].

! Readers are reminded that although authors frequently refer to the Native-American Tribe who lived in Michigan
as the Huron, Wendat, or even the Wyandot, the Tribe that lived in Michigan was primarily made up of the
Petun/Tobacco Tribe and the few remnants of the Huron/Wendat Confederacy who took refuge with the
Petun/Tobacco Tribe following the destruction of Huronia by the Iroquois. The Huron /Wendat Confederacy should
be considered distinct from the merged Huron/Wendat and Petun/Tobacco Tribe or Nation who moved to Michigan.
Although the histories of the two tribes prior to the destruction of Huronia were different, their culture was very
similar and the Petun/Tobacco spoke the same language as the Bear or Attignawantan Tribe of the Huron/Wendat
Confederacy.

2 William C. Sturtevant and Bruce Trigger, Handbook of North American Indians (Washington, D.C., The
Smithsonian Institution, 1978), Vol. 15, hereafter HNAI; W. Vernon Kinietz, The Indians of the Western Great
Lakes 1615-1760 (Ann Arbor, Michigan: Ann Arbor Paperback and The University of Michigan Press, 1972, 2"

printing).
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Ottawa/Odawa: Cadillac described the abundance of fish near Michilimackinac in 1695 by
stating that the Native Americans settled in the area because of the abundance of fish. The
Ottawa fished for whitefish, sturgeon, herring, as well as numerous unnamed fish which
abounded in the area using nets [Kinietz, p. 240; HNAI, p. 774].

Potawatomi: The early writers did not specifically comment on Potawatomi fishing practices,
although the locations of their villages near rivers and lakes probably indicated a heavy
dependency on fishing especially in the early spring for a basic food supply [HNAI, p. 726, 727]



