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Americans displace the Native-Americans who lived in present-day Ohio:  

1783 to 1790 – Following the American Revolution, American settlers moved into present-day Ohio, displacing the 
Native Americans who lived in the area or used it as their hunting grounds, such as the Shawnee, Miami, 

Delaware, Potawatomi, Ottawa, Chippewa, and Wyandot. Most of these tribes rejected the 25 January 1785 

Treaty of Fort McIntosh which confined the Native Americans to northwest Ohio. During the fall of 1786, 

Benjamin Logan led an attack of American soldiers and Kentucky militia against several Shawnee villages in 

central Ohio while their chiefs were raiding Kentucky forts. In response, the Native Americans continued raids 

against the settlements north of the Ohio River as well as into Kentucky. In retaliation, George Washington and 

Henry Knox, American Secretary of War, ordered the destruction of the Miami and Shawnee villages in Ohio and 

present-day Indiana.2  

 

1790: Little Turtle and Blue Jacket defeated General Josiah Harmar; 1791: Little Turtle and Blue Jacket 

defeated Arthur St. Clair, inflicting the greatest number of casualties in an American expedition against the 

Native Americans: 
October 1790 to 20 August 1794 – In October 1790, Miami Chief Little Turtle (Michikinakoua) and Shawnee 

Chief Blue Jacket (Weyapiersenwah) commanded the Miami, Shawnee, and Delaware who defeated General 

Josiah Harmar’s army at the headwaters of the Maumee River near present-day Fort Wayne, Indiana. In June 1791, 

the British, who did not leave Detroit until 1796, mustered the militia companies in the Detroit area to assess their 

willingness to participate with the Native Americans in a battle against American General Arthur St. Clair’s army 

who were training to reverse the losses suffered by Harmar. None of the men in the three predominantly French-

Canadian Detroit militia volunteered to serve. In the other Detroit companies that consisted primarily of British 

loyalists such as John Askin, 67 men volunteered to serve in the infantry, while 78 volunteered for the cavalry. 

Most of the men in Joseph Porlier dit Benac’s company from River Raisin were also willing to serve. In August 

1791, the Natives gathered at Alexander McKee’s trading post at the Maumee Rapids (present-day Perrysburg, 

Ohio), where Alexander McKee, Matthew Elliott, and Simon Girty supplied the Natives with arms, ammunition, 
and provisions. In November 1791, Little Turtle and Blue Jacket’s forces defeated St. Clair’s army, killing 630 

and wounding 264; their victory inflicted the greatest number of casualties on an American army in a single 

expedition against Native Americans.3   

 

 

                                                
1 This timeline was originally published in Michigan’s Habitant Heritage, MHH, Vol. 33, #1, January 2012, 6-16; 

MHH, Vol. 33, #2, April 2012 96-99, MHH, Vol. 33, #3, July 2012, 146-151, MHH, #4, 187-192. Summary headers 

and additional illustrations have been added to this version. Throughout this timeline, I have focused on local events 

and the needs, issues, motivations, and fears of the participants in the War of 1812: the Native Americans, the 
British, and the Americans, with a special focus on the residents of Detroit, Frenchtown/River Raisin, and Essex 

County, Ontario. The most extensive narrative coverage of the events in the Detroit River region are found in Sandy 

Antal, A Wampum Denied: Procter’s War of 1812 (Ottawa: Carleton University Press, 1998); John Sugden, 

Tecumseh A Life (New York: Henry Holt and Company: 1997); and Ralph Naveaux, Invaded on all Sides 

(Marceline, Missouri: Walsworth Publishing Company, 2008). Although I have cited other sources in the footnotes, 

for the most part they lack the detail and documentation provided by Antal, Sugden, Naveaux, and the documentary 

sources. Readers with ancestors who lived in Frenchtown/River Raisin should consult Naveaux for the wealth of 

details concerning these communities and its residents.  
2 Ohio History Central, Ohio Indian Wars, http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/entry.php?rec=527; Historical Marker 

Database, http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=43512; Charles J. Kappler, Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties 

(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1904), Vol. 2, 6-8; Wikipedia.org, Fort McIntosh Treaty, Benjamin 

Logan, Harmar’s Defeat, accessed 25 October 2011. 
3 Leroy Barnett and Roger Rosentreter, Michigan’s Early Military Forces: A Roster and History of Troops Activated 

Prior to the American Civil War (Detroit:  Wayne State University Press, 2003), 39-42 [the authors did not name the 

captains of the French-Canadian companies]; University of Toronto and Université Laval, Dictionary of Canadian 

Biography Online, (http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html), hereafter DCB, biographies of Little Turtle, Blue Jacket, 

Caldwell, McKee, Elliott, Girty.  

mailto:bluecolumbine@comcast.net
http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/entry.php?rec=527
http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=43512
http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html
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The United States Uniform Militia Act: 

1792 – The United States passed the Uniform Militia Act of 1792 which required every male between the ages of 

18 and 45 to enroll in the state or territory militia.4   

 

 
Portion of “Plan of the Town of Detroit and Fort Lernoult, situated on the strait between Lakes Erie and 

Huron . . . taken from actual survey, 1792”, Simcoe family fonds, Plan, Reference Code: F 47-5-1-0-11 Archives of Ontario, 
I0004756 (http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/franco_ontarian/big/big_30_fort_detroit.aspx).   

 

Battle of Fallen Timbers: 

Late 1793 to 20 August 1794 – American General Anthony Wayne’s men began construction of Fort Recovery on 

the site of St. Clair’s defeat. From this base, Wayne planned his expedition against the Native Americans. The 

British, alarmed that Wayne would advance to Detroit, began construction of Fort Miami in April 1794 in present-

day Maumee, Ohio. Although François Baby had ordered the River Raisin militia to help construct the fort, the 

majority refused to go. By August, however, about 100 members of the Detroit and River Raisin militia were 

helping the British complete the fort. McKee, Elliott, and the other members of the Indian Department did all they 

could to rally the Native Americans, but they were in a dilemma because if British soldiers joined the Native 

Americans in a battle, it would be considered an act of war. Although Wayne’s advance towards Fort Miami could 

be considered an invasion, Richard G. England, commandant of Detroit, worried that if he sent British troops to 
Fort Miami, this would further enrage Wayne. Acting on requests from McKee and Elliott, England ordered 

Lieutenant William Caldwell and 53 men from the Detroit militia to stand by the Native Americans; on the 16th, 

England asked the River Raisin militia to send a detachment to Fort Miami. Captain Charles Réaume and 37 men 

responded and joined the Detroit militia at the fort. On 20 August 1794, Wayne defeated Blue Jacket’s army of 

Shawnee, Miami, Delaware, Wyandot, Ojibwa/Chippewa, Ottawa, Potawatomi, and about 70 members of the 

militia from Detroit and River Raisin in the Battle of Fallen Timbers. The Americans captured Antoine Lacelle 

during the battle. Following their defeat, the Warriors fled to British Fort Miami where they expected that the 

British would harbor them. Instead, the commandant shut them out of the fort because he was under strict orders not 

to create an international incident.5 

 

Formation of American Indian Department; Treaty of Greenville: 

August 1794 to 8 August 1795 – Following Wayne’s defeat of the Native Americans in the Battle of Fallen 
Timbers, Wayne created an informal Indian Department made up of French-Canadian traders whom he used to 

convince the defeated Native Americans to gather in Greenville for a peace conference in June 1795. The French 

Canadians who worked in this capacity, included Antoine Lacelle, Hyacinthe Lacelle, Jacques Lacelle (Blue 

Jacket’s son-in-law and Jacques Dupéron Baby’s grandson-in-law), Joseph Porlier dit Benac, François Pepin, 

Jean Baptiste Romain dit Sanscrainte, François Navarre, Pierre Ménard, François Lafontaine, Chevalier 

                                                
4 David S. Heidler and Jeanne T. Heidler, editors, Encyclopedia of the War of 1812 (Annapolis, Maryland: Naval 

Institute Press, 2004), 350-352.  
5 Barnett and Rosentreter, 44-46; DCB, biographies of Little Turtle, Blue Jacket, Caldwell, McKee, Elliott.  

http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/franco_ontarian/big/big_30_fort_detroit.aspx
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Joncaire de Chabert (Chabert in text), and Joseph Bourdeau. In the Treaty of Greenville, signed on 8 August 

1795, the Wyandot, Delaware, Shawnee, Ottawa, Ojibwa/Chippewa, Potawatomi, Miami, Wea, Kickapoo, 

Piankashaw, and Kaskaskia/Illinois ceded almost two-thirds of present-day Ohio and a narrow strip of land along 

Lake St. Clair and the Detroit River to the United States for settlement by the Americans. The witnesses included 

William Henry Harrison and interpreter William Wells (Little Turtle’s son-in-law). Additional witnesses 

included the following French Canadians: Pierre François Lafontaine, Antoine Lacelle, Hyacinthe Lacelle, Jean 

Beaubien, Louis Beaufait,  Romain (Robert in the text) Lachambre, Jacques Pepin, Baptiste Couture (Coutien 

in the text), Pierre Navarre, and interpreters, Jacques Lacelle, Maurice Morin, and Jean Baptiste Romain dit 

Sanscrainte.6  

 
The Greenville Treaty Line in Ohio7 

 

Jay’s Treaty; the British evacuate their posts in present-day Michigan: 

17 November 1794 to 15 July 1796 – Great Britain and the United States signed Jay’s Treaty. Article 2 of the 

treaty required the British to evacuate their posts and garrisons in the United States, including the posts in Detroit 

and Mackinac/Michilimackinac by 1 June 1796. In late 1795, British officials ordered the officers and troops to 

make immediate preparations to move the military post and naval yard from Detroit to the land opposite Bois Blanc 

Island. They began construction of two blockhouses, two warehouses, a magazine, and a wharf. Officials referred to 

the fort as Fort Malden or Fort Amherstburg. The following year, a number of French Canadians and Loyalists 

who resided in Detroit elected to remain British citizens and moved to Essex County. The British formally 

evacuated Detroit on 10 July 1796. Although the British Indian Department had moved to Amherstburg, Elliott and 

other members of the Department continued to maintain contact with local Native Americans and continued to 

supply them with arms, ammunition, and provisions.8  

 

                                                
6 Kappler, Vol. 2, 39-45 (the names have been standardized); Antal, 19; Barnett and Rosentreter, 46-48; Christian 

Denissen, Genealogy of the French families of the Detroit River Region, 1701-1936 (Detroit: Detroit Society for 

Genealogical Research, revised edition, 1987), 636; DCB, Blue Jacket’s biography.  
7 Wikipedia.org, Treaty of Greenville, accessed 20 October 2011; Central Michigan University, Clarke Historical 

Library: Map of Treaty Cessions, 

http://clarke.cmich.edu/resource_tab/native_americans_in_michigan/treaty_rights/text_of_michigan-

related_treaties/map_of_treaty_cessions.html . 
8 Yale University, Avalon Project, http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/jay.asp; Antal, 18, 26; Ernest J. 

Lajeunesse, C.S.B., The Windsor Border Region (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1960), cxxi-cxxvi, 189; 

Barnett and Rosentreter, 56-69. Author’s notes: During the Revolutionary War, members of the British Indian 

Department led expeditions of Native Americans and Detroit militia from Detroit in raids on American settlements 
as far south as Kentucky. Following the Revolution, members of the Indian Department such as Matthew Elliott, 

Simon Girty, and Alexander McKee moved to Malden/Amherstburg; while a number of French-Canadian and 

loyalist members of the Detroit militia received land grants in Essex or Kent County based on their British service 

during the Revolutionary War. Between 1794-1797, four names were suggested for present-day Amherstburg: 

Fredericksburg, George Town, Malden, and Amherstburg.  

http://clarke.cmich.edu/resource_tab/native_americans_in_michigan/treaty_rights/text_of_michigan-related_treaties/map_of_treaty_cessions.html
http://clarke.cmich.edu/resource_tab/native_americans_in_michigan/treaty_rights/text_of_michigan-related_treaties/map_of_treaty_cessions.html
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/jay.asp
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Tenskwatawa (the Prophet) and Tecumseh assume leadership roles among the Shawnee: 

1800s - During the early 1800s, Tenskwatawa (the Prophet), a Shawnee, emerged as a spiritual leader of Native 

Americans in present-day Ohio and Indiana. His brother, Tecumseh, began to assume a leadership role in 

opposition to American demands for additional lands in the area; Tecumseh also began to assemble a coalition of 

Native-American Tribes or Nations dedicated to retaining Native-American lands.9   

  
The Prophet, a portrait by George Catlin, circa 1830 Tecumseh, a portrait by Benjamin Lossing10 

 

American and British issues which led to the War of 1812: 

1805 to 1812 – War between the United States and Great Britain seemed inevitable to many Americans based on 

commercial issues such as Great Britain’s impressment of seaman into the British Navy, trade embargos, and the 

blockading of American ports. Great Britain’s commercial actions resulted from her continued war against 
Napoleon. The seafaring states of New England and New York, however, opposed the war. War Hawks such as 

Henry Clay, of Kentucky, argued that war was necessary to protect American interests and honor. A bigger issue 

for those on the frontier states was land. They viewed the British, Canadians, and Native Americans as obstacles 

to peace, prosperity, and expansion. The War Hawks resented the fact that the British Indian Department supplied 

the Native Americans with arms and ammunition and believed that the British encouraged hostilities against 

American settlements. Clay assured his fellow senators that the Kentucky militia alone could seize Montréal and 

Upper Canada and annex them to the United States.11  

 

The River-Raisin Militia took action to defend the community in the event of Native-American hostilities: 

6 June 1806 – The officers of the Second Regiment of the River-Raisin militia held a meeting to decide on defensive 

measures to guard the community in the event of Native-American hostilities. They decided that all of the residents 
who were willing to fight for the Americans in the event of war would wear an eagle emblem and feather in their 

caps. The officers also decided to ask the Michigan Territorial Government to help them construct a stockade and 

two blockhouses, known as the Wayne Stockade, in the center of the community.12  

 

William Hull ordered the assembly of militia companies and legionary corps in the Michigan Territory: 

23 April 1807 – William Hull, Territorial Governor of Michigan, ordered the militia companies and legionary corps 

to assemble on 2 May when Hull would read the Act of Congress authorizing the acceptance of 30,000 volunteers in 

militia companies.13 

                                                
9 Antal, 19-20; Sugden, 42-227; Heidler and Heidler, 230, 248, 504, 507; Barnett and Rosentreter, 35-52.  
10 Wikipedia Commons, accessed 24 January 2013. 
11 Antal, 14-16; Naveaux, 7-12; Heidler and Heidler, xi-xii, 110. 
12 Barnett and Rosentreter, 50; Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing, Michigan: 

Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford Company, 2nd edition, 1909), hereafter MPHSC, Vol. 15, 41-43. 
13 Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Historical Collections (Lansing, Michigan: 1929), hereafter MPHSC, 

Vol. 40, 109-111. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a1/Ten-sq%C3%BAat-a-way.jpg
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William Hull – William Sharples, Sr., portrait circa 180014 

 

Hull made preparations for war: 

22 June to December 1807 – Following the 22 June 1807 attack of HMS Leopard on the USS Chesapeake, Hull 

called out 100 members of the militia to improve the stockade and blockhouses in Detroit, as well as establish 

batteries on the bank of the River. Throughout the summer and fall, Hull reported to Henry Dearborn, American 

Secretary of War, the British and Native-American activities and defenses. He also requested 500 militia from 

Ohio as reinforcements for those in Michigan Territory. In December, following receipt of Dearborn’s, orders, Hull 

called out for constant duty three companies of militia under the command of Captains William McDowell, Harris 

Hampden, and Jacob Visger, who commanded the volunteers. The members of the militia were housed in the three 

blockhouses in Fort Lernoult until late March 1808 when the threat of war between the United States and Great 

Britain diminished.15 

 

The “Detroit Treaty”: 

17 November 1807 – The Ottawa, Chippewa, Wyandotte, and Potawatomi signed the “Detroit Treaty” which 

ceded at least 6,000,000 acres in southeastern Michigan and northeastern Ohio, to the United States. The land ceded 

in Ohio included most of the land remaining in Native-American control after the Treaty of Greenville.16  

 

The Upper Canada Militia Act: 

16 March 1808 – Francis Gore, Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada (present-day Ontario), signed the Militia 
Act which consolidated the previous laws dealing with the militia. This act required all males between the ages of 16 

to 60 who were capable of bearing arms to enroll in the militia company in the area where he lived.17  

 

Tecumseh met with the British Indian Department: 

13 June to 11 July 1808 – Tecumseh’s first documented conference with the British Indian Department at Fort 

Amherstburg/Fort Malden occurred on 13 June 1808 when Tecumseh met with William Claus and Matthew 

Elliott. Tecumseh informed the officials that he was gathering a confederacy into one settlement to defend their 

lands. He also informed them that the Native Americans would not take part in a war between the British and the 

Americans, but added that “if their father the King should be in earnest and appear in sufficient force they would 

hold fast by him.”  On 11 July, Gore met with 1,000 Native warriors, including the Shawnee, Potawatomi, 

Wyandot, and Mohawks at Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden, to renew the alliance between the British and Native 

Americans. Although he warned the Natives against those who would interfere with American officials, Gore also 

hinted that the British did not recognize any of the northwestern land purchases, informing them that the King held 

the Ohio boundary of 1768 sacred. At the conclusion of his speech, Gore presented a wampum belt to the warriors 

and asked the Natives to circulate the belt to remind them of the King’s friendship and the Native-British 

alliance.18  

 

                                                
14 Wikipedia Commons, accessed 25 January 2013. 
15 MPHSC, Vol. 40, 159-204, 207-212, 214-219, 224-236, 242-259; Barnett and Rosentreter, 51-52. 
16 MPHSC, Vol. 40, 100-103, 139-145, 201-202, 212-216, 219-224, 232-234, 236; Kappler, Vol. 2, 92-95; 

Wikipedia.org, The Detroit Treaty, accessed on 20 October 2011. 
17 W. M. Gray, Soldiers of the King The Upper Canada Militia 1812 -1815 (Erin, Ontario: The Boston Mills Press, 

1995), 24.  
18 DCB, Tecumseh’s biography; Sugden, 170-174; Antal, 16. 
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The Treaty of Fort Wayne: 

1 March 1809 to spring 1810 – The United States’ Congress divided the Indiana Territory, creating the Illinois 

territory, which also administered present-day Wisconsin. Shorty after, the Territory was divided; William Henry 

Harrison, territorial governor of the Indiana Territory, requested permission to negotiate treaties to two tracts of 

land along the Wabash River. President James Madison’s administration authorized the treaties provided that three 

prerequisites were met: the United States pay a price consistent with other treaties; that every Native-American 
Nation “who have or pretend rights to these lands” attend the treaty negotiations; and that the treaty “will excite no 

disagreeable apprehension and produce no undesirable effects” among the Native Americans. The Miami, Wea, 

and Kickapoo adamantly opposed selling more lands along the Wabash River to the Americans. Contrary to the 

prerequisites set forth by Madison, Harrison decided to conclude a treaty with those Nations/Tribes willing to sell 

lands and use them to convince the other Nations/Tribes to consent to the treaty. Harrison invited the Potawatomi, 

Delaware, Eel River, and Miami to attend treaty negotiations in September in Fort Wayne and promised large 

subsidies to the Tribes/Nations who would convince the other tribes to agree to the treaty. Although the Miami 

opposed the treaty because the Wea tribe who occupied most of the land being ceded were not invited to the treaty 

negotiations, eventually the Potawatomi convinced the Miami to sign the treaty to reciprocate for earlier treaties 

signed by the Potawatomi at the request of the Miami. The Potawatomi, Delaware, Eel River, and Miami chiefs 

signed the Treaty of Fort Wayne on 29 September 1809, selling over 3,000,000 acres to the Americans. Over the 

winter, Harrison convinced the Wea and Kickapoo to sign the treaty. Harrison did not invite the Shawnee to the 
treaty negotiations because they only inhabited small areas conceded in the treaty.19 

 
William Henry Harrison – Rembrandt Peale portrait circa 181320  

 

Official British Policy: use all your efforts to try to prevent the Native Americans from attacking the 

Americans: 
March 1811 – Major General Isaac Brock, military commander of Upper Canada, chastised the commander of Fort 

Amherstburg/Fort Malden for failing to restrain Elliott and the Native Americans from hostile acts against the 

Americans. Brock quoted from the official British policy which stated that they should use all of their endeavors to 

“prevent a rupture between the Indians and the subjects of the United States.” Brock then ordered the commander 

to instruct the officers of the Indian Department to use all of their influence to dissuade the Native Americans from 

their projected hostile plans; and to inform the Natives that they “must not expect any assistance from us.”21  

 

 
Sir Isaac Brock – John Wycliffe Lowe Forster portrait22 

                                                
19 Kappler, Vol. II, 101-102; Sugden, 182-186; Wikipedia.org, Treaty of Fort Wayne and Illinois Territory, accessed 

29 October 2011. 
20 Wikipedia Commons, accessed 27 January 2013. 
21 Antal, 17. The name of the commander is not known. 
22 Library and Archives portrait gallery - http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/portrait-portal/Pages/results.aspx?k=brock. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/William_H._Harrison.jpg
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British Colonial leaders in Canada and their expansionist policies: 

Circa 1811 – Although the official British policy called for the officers to prevent any hostilities between the 

Native Americans and the Americans, British Colonial leaders in Canada had their own expansionist policies. 

They believed that the impending war would not be a defensive one. Their goal was to re-conquer the Ohio lands 

and restore them to the Native Americans. Three groups supported this goal. The leaders of the North West 

Company, the Southwest Company, and their London counterparts believed that the Native lands would act as a 
buffer state that could be harmonized with British fur-trade interests as well as act as a defense buffer against the 

Americans. Elliott liberally interpreted official British policy to suit the Native interests. He maintained influence 

with the warriors by continuing the long-established tradition of distributing annual presents to the Native 

Americans from the King. Finally, Brock and Colonel Henry Procter sympathized with the expansionist goals 

although their correspondence merely alluded to the Native Americans as potential manpower in the case of war.23 

 

Hull advised the Secretary of War to prepare a naval force on Lake Erie: 

15 June 1811 – William Hull advised William Eustis, American Secretary of War, that in preparation for war, the 

United States should prepare a naval force on Lake Erie superior to the British force and sufficient to preserve 

communications with the other territories.24   

 

Tecumseh met with Harrison: 
15 August to 26 September 1811 – Tecumseh and 75 warriors who opposed the Treaty of Fort Wayne met with 

Harrison for several days starting on 15 August. During the meetings, Tecumseh explained the confederacy, the 

union of several tribes, and the establishment of the concept of common ownership of the lands so that none of it 

could be sold without the consent of all of the Native Americans. Tecumseh also informed Harrison that the 

treaties that had already been signed were invalid and had been unfairly negotiated. Harrison denied Tecumseh’s 

charges; therefore, nothing was solved during the meeting. As Tecumseh was leaving, he informed Harrison that 

he was travelling south to spread the word of common land ownership and unification. Harrison took advantage of 

Tecumseh’s absence to plan an expedition to Prophetstown, the capital of the Prophet’s Confederacy, located at the 

junction of the Wabash and Tippecanoe Rivers in present-day Indiana. On 26 September 1811, Harrison departed 

from Vincennes (present-day Indiana) with a 1,000-man military force with the intention of destroying 

Prophetstown.25  
 

Battle of Tippecanoe 

7 to 28 November 1811 – In the Battle of Tippecanoe, the Prophet’s forces staged a surprise attack on Harrison’s 

1,000-man force on the day that the Prophet had scheduled a peace conference with Harrison. Harrison’s forces 

repulsed the Prophet’s forces despite heavy casualties. Following the battle, Harrison’s troops razed Prophetstown, 

opened the graves of the Native Americans and left them to rot, and then withdrew south to Vincennes. On 28 

November, Major General Andrew Jackson (future President of the United States) wrote to Harrison: “That 

banditti ought to be swept from the face of the earth.”26  

 
Alonzo Chappel circa 1879 painting of the Battle of Tippecanoe27 

                                                
23 Antal, 17-18. 
24 E.A. Cruikshank, (editor) for the Public Archives of Canada, Documents Relating to the Invasion of Canada and 
the Surrender of Detroit 1812 (Ottawa, Ontario: Government Printing Office, 1913), abbreviated Cruikshank, 

Detroit, 1-3. 
25 Sugden, 187-202; Antal, 16, 26; Heidler and Heidler, 515. 
26 Cruikshank, Detroit, 4-8; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 67-68; Sugden, 226-236, 258; Heidler and Heidler, 515. 
27 Wikipedia Commons, accessed 25 January 2013. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c5/Tippecanoe.jpg
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Elliott outlined a defense strategy for Upper Canada: 

15 November to 9 December 1811 – During Tecumseh’s 15 November 1811 meeting with Elliott, Tecumseh 

presented the Great Wampum Belt that the British had presented to the Native Americans after the Seven Years 

War (French and Indian War) and offered to renew the partnership between the Native Americans and the British. 

Elliott immediately advised his superiors of the meeting, requested instructions, and on 9 December prepared a 

memo that outlined a defense strategy for Upper Canada. Elliott’s plan called for 500 regulars at Amherstburg who 
would give the Native Americans confidence in British sincerity and 500 Native Americans who would seize 

Detroit at the first opportunity and hold the Americans at bay until all the Native Americans could be gathered at 

Amherstburg. During the coming months, Elliott gathered intelligence regarding the resources in Detroit.28 

 

Hull volunteered his service in the event of war; Madison was advised of British and Native-American 

activities in the Detroit and Amherstburg area: 

Fall 1811 to March 1812 - Hull left the Michigan Territory sometime during the fall to visit his family in 

Massachusetts. While he was absent from Michigan, he kept in contact with Eustis and volunteered his services in 

the event of war. Various residents of Detroit also kept Eustis and President James Monroe informed of the British 

and Native-American activities in the area. On 27 December, the citizens of the Michigan Territory sent a memorial 

to the United States’ Congress requesting additional protection for the Territory, including detachments of militia 

from Ohio, Kentucky, New York, and Pennsylvania.29 
 

Brock made recommendations in the event of war: 

2 December 1811 – Brock made recommendations regarding Fort Amherstburg/Malden in the event of war with the 

Americans. He considered the fort the most important post in Upper Canada; one that must be used to deter the 

Americans from any offensive attempts on the Western Posts. Before the British could expect active participation 

of the Native Americans, the British must capture Detroit and Michilimackinac/Mackinac to convince the Natives 

that the British are earnestly engaged in the war. He noted that the Native Americans believed that the British 

abandoned them when they agreed to Jay’s Treaty in 1794. Brock reported that the Native Americans were eager to 

avenge the numerous injuries inflicted on them by the Americans. Brock warned that it would be expensive to use 

the Native Americans in the war because the British must provide provisions for the warriors as well as their 

families. He pointed out that the garrisons in Detroit and Michilimackinac/Mackinac did not exceed 70 rank and file, 
but they could be easily reinforced by the militia and forces from Ohio. The Canadian militia in the area of Fort 

Amherstburg/Malden consisted of about 700 men; therefore, they would not provide much assistance in the event of 

offensive operations. Brock proposed augmenting the garrison at Fort Amherstburg/Malden with 200 rank and file 

from Fort George and York in order to “rouse the energy of the both the militia and Indians, who are now impressed 

with a firm belief that in the event of war, they are to be left to their fate.” Brock appointed Thomas Bligh St. 

George commandant of Fort Amherstburg/Malden. Brock also pointed out that a naval force must protect the Lake 

Erie coastline as well as Lake Huron. He warned that great expense would be required before the naval force could 

be considered efficient; therefore, Brock recommended that the British hire or purchase as many vessels as possible 

from the merchants.30 

 

British officials met with the North West Company and Southwest Company/Michilimackinac officers: 

Circa 13 January 1812 – British acting deputy quartermaster general, Captain Andrew Gray, met with leaders of 
the North West Company and the Southwest Company/Michilimackinac Company regarding the possibility of War 

with the Americans. The leaders of both companies were willing to enter into any defensive or offensive operations 

that were proposed. Gray sent Lieutenant General Sir George Prevost, commander-in-chief and governor-general 

of British North America who had arrived in Québec on 14 September 1811, a memo regarding the geography of 

the Great Lakes. The leaders of the two companies recommended that in the event of war, the North West Company 

move its post from St. Joseph Island (in Lake Huron northeast of Michilimackinac/Mackinac) to Sault Ste. Marie, 

that they capture the American post at Michilimackinac/Mackinac, and that the British commission the 

commandants and clerks of the two companies as officers of two Volunteer Corps. The two trading companies also 

offered the use of all of their vessels if needed in the event of war. During the spring, agents for the two companies 

                                                
28 MPHSC, Vol. 15, 63-64; Antal, 20-21. 
29 MPHSC, Vol. 40, 346-353; 354. 
30 MPHSC, Vol. 15, 57-61.  
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were asked to submit coded messages regarding the forces of traders and Native Americans that could be called 

upon in the event of war.31 

 

Brock submitted a comprehensive aggressive plan for the “Defense of Canada”: 

February 1812 – Brock enthusiastically approved of Elliott’s plans. In February, Brock submitted a comprehensive 

plan for the “Defense of Canada” that included the Native Americans in the Detroit area as essential parts of his 
plan. After war broke out, Brock planned to seize Fort Michilimackinac/Mackinac in order to convince the Native 

Americans in the Great Lakes to ally themselves with the British. Anticipating that his forces would be augmented 

with a battalion from Lower Canada (Québec), Brock planned to send Procter, the entire 41st Regiment of Foot and 

artillery support to Amherstburg to assume offensive operations against Detroit. Once the British and their Native 

allies seized the critical posts of Michilimackinac/Mackinac and Detroit, Brock anticipated that the Native 

Americans in the Great Lakes would stage general uprisings that would paralyze American offensive operations. 

Brock emphasized that naval preparations were critical to success in the Great Lakes; he planned construction of 

seven gunboats on Lake Erie and a protective battery at Long Point. Finally, he insisted that the British must 

provide for the Native-American warriors as well as their families.32  

 

Defensive plans are also submitted to London; both plans are approved although diametrically opposed: 

Circa February 1812 – Prevost, who had limited combat and strategic experience, was convinced that Brock’s 
strategy could not be sustained in a prolonged conflict with the Americans. Prevost knew that Britain could only 

provide limited support for operations in North America due their continued war with Napoleon. Brock’s proposal 

for aggressive action sharply contrasted with the views of Sir James Craig, the previous governor, who had 

advocated a strong defense from Québec. Prevost’s support of a defensive strategy was reinforced by the opinions 

of Gray. Gray, who had inspected the west, recommended immediate evacuation of the Western District in the 

event of war. Prevost, therefore, recommended that the regulars must be retained in Lower Canada to hold Québec 

until Great Britain could afford to send reinforcements to recover whatever had been lost. Although Prevost did 

not approve of Brock’s plans, he sent both plans to London. Although diametrically opposed, Robert Banks 

Jenkinson 2nd Earl of Liverpool, the minister for war and colonies, approved both plans.33 

 

Brock warned Prevost that they might lose influence with the Native Americans:  
25 February 1812 – Brock warned Prevost that the Americans were collecting forces at Vincennes and Fort Wayne 

(present-day Indiana) and were also involved in “intrigues” with the Native Americans in the area. Brock believed 

that their lavish gifts would estrange the Native Americans from British interests. He also warned Prevost that the 

longer that the Indian Department officers were required to advise peace and to withhold the customary supplies of 

ammunition the greater the danger that the Indian Department would lose all influence with the Native Americans; 

at that point, it would be a question of whether the British could maintain Upper Canada.34 

 

Madison requested that Hull return to the Michigan Territory: 

6 March to 25 May 1812 – While Hull was in Washington, he reported to Eustis the measures that the officers in 

Detroit had taken to protect Detroit and other Michigan settlements. Hull also reported on the British forces in 

Upper Canada. Hull believed that unless an adequate force was stationed in Detroit and armed vessels were built on 

the Great Lakes, the American forts at Detroit, Michilimackinac, and Fort Dearborn at present-day Chicago, would 
fall to the British and all of the American residents would be subjected to the “depredations of the powerful 

northern nations of savages.” On 25 March, Hull stated that he felt a strong desire to be at his post in Michigan 

because he believed that he could be useful in preparing the Native Americans for their conduct in the event of war. 

Hull wondered whether the government should issue any different instructions regarding relations with the Native 

Americans and whether they should provide them with additional provisions or supplies in order to prevent them 

from joining the British. Hull planned to return to the Michigan Territory as soon as he received answers to his 

questions. He offered his services in a military capacity, although he realized that he had no legitimate right to the 

military command in the Territory except the militia. On 9 April, Eustis informed Hull that Madison had requested 

that Hull leave for Detroit as soon as possible as commander of the troops and stations within the Michigan 

                                                
31 Cruikshank, Detroit, 8-12, 15, 17-18, 30-32 (response to memo); MPHSC, Vol. 15, 68-72, 80-81. 
32 Antal, 21; Cruikshank, Detroit, 12-14, 16; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 65-66. 
33 Antal, 21-24; Wikipedia.org, Jenkinson’s biography, accessed 22 October 1812. Author’s note: following the May 

1812 assassination of Spencer Percival, Jenkinson succeeded him as Prime Minister.  
34 Cruikshank, Detroit, 17. 
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Territory, Chicago, and Fort Wayne. Hull would also command regular troops from Pittsburg and volunteers and 

militia from Ohio. Eustis ordered Hull to use his judgment to adapt whatever measures with the Native Americans 

that he believed were necessary to secure the peace of the country.35 

 

Ruben Attwater called out the militia companies: 

5 May 1812 – Ruben Attwater informed Eustis that he had called into service two militia companies from Detroit 
and planned to call out the remaining companies soon.36 

 

Having learned of American preparations for war, Brock proposed sending 100 men to Amherstburg: 

7 to 15 May 1812 – On 7 May, St. George reported large militia concentrations in Ohio, the erection of a three-gun 

battery on the Detroit River, and the requests made for troops stationed at Detroit. On 15 May, Brock also reported 

the intended strengthening of American posts at Detroit and the additional regulars that had been added to the 

garrison at Niagara. Brock proposed sending 100 men from the 41st regiment to Amherstburg immediately.37 

 

George McDougall, adjutant general of the Michigan Militia, issued general orders to raise companies for the 

militia: 

8 May 1812 – A number of French Canadians joined other Detroit residents who pledged sums of money to be 

used in an emergency to purchase gunpowder that could be supplied to residents who could not afford to purchase 
their own powder. On 11 May, George McDougall, adjutant general of the Michigan Militia, issued general orders 

to raise companies for the militia. He announced that voluntary enrollments would take place by 20 May, at which 

time the men would elect their own officers. After 20 May, McDougall ordered commanding officers to fill the 

vacancies according to additional orders attached to the general orders.38 

 

Hull was given command of the army drafted in Ohio; the Americans planned a three-pronged invasion of 

Canada: 

25 May 1812 – Ohio Governor Return Jonathan Meigs turned over command of the army drafted from Ohio and 

gathered in Dayton (Ohio) to Hull. The army consisted of 2,075 Ohio militia and regulars. Hull’s orders included a 

discretionary order to attack Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden. The American war plan included a simultaneous 

invasion of Canada from Detroit, Niagara, and New York aimed at Montréal. While he was en route, Hull’s men 
built five blockhouses to secure his communications to Ohio.39 

 

Defenses in Detroit and Amherstburg; a comparison: 

June 1812 – The American defenses at Detroit were similar to those at Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden. Fort 

Lernoult in Detroit was enclosed by a six foot by twelve-foot ditch and surrounded by an eleven-foot high cedar 

pickets. The Fort was located north of the city; therefore, the cannons had to shoot over the city in order to control 

traffic on the Detroit River. Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden was also enclosed by a ditch and surrounded by 14-foot 

high pickets; it had four bastions and an advanced redoubt. Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden was strategically located 

on the deepest channel of the Detroit River, placing ships within musket range. The British naval forces were far 

superior to the Americans. Detroit only had one 14-gun ship, which was inoperative, while the British had at least 

one 16-gun brig, two schooners, one with six guns, and the other with ten guns, several merchant vessels, and 

numerous bateaux.40 
 

 

                                                
35 Cruikshank, Detroit, 1, 19-23; MPHSC, Vol. 40, 362-380; Naveaux, 20-21. 
36 MPHSC, Vol. 40, 372-373. 
37 Cruikshank, Detroit, 23-26; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 85; Antal, 37. 
38 Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society Historical Collections (Lansing, Michigan: Wynkoop Hallenbeck 

Crawford Company, 2nd edition, 1907), hereafter MPHSC, Vol. 8, 620-625.  
39 Cruikshank, Detroit, 36, 39; MPHSC, Vol. 40, 380-382; Antal, 35; Barnett and Rosentreter, 71, 72. 
40 Sugden, 280; Antal, 37-39; Barnett and Rosentreter, 72. 
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“Plan of Fort Detroit, January 26, 1812”, Artist unknown, Miscellaneous collection, Watercolour, Reference Code: F 775, box 

MU 2102, Archives of Ontario, http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/1812/big/big_010_detroit.aspx 

 

Brock arrived in Amherstburg with 100 regulars; he met with Native-American leaders and pledged British 

commitment to their cause of a Native-American homeland: 

14 to 17 June 1812 – Brock brought a hundred regulars from the Niagara frontier to Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden. 

He met with Native leaders and pledged British commitment to their cause of a Native homeland. Brock also 

ordered the garrison to improve the fort and its defenses.41 

 

The Americans built Hull’s Road to Detroit; a stockade was built in River Raisin: 

Early June to 16 June 1812 – Lieutenant Colonel John Anderson, commander of the Michigan militia, met with 
local Native Americans and threatened reprisals if they interfered with the advance of Hull’s army. On 14 June, 

Major James Witherell ordered Lieutenant Abraham Geel to proceed to River Raisin from Detroit with officers 

and 30 privates who would work to improve the road between the Maumee Rapids and Detroit so that Hull and his 

troops and provisions could travel to Detroit; the road was known as Hull’s Road. On 15 June, Captain Hubert 

Lacroix, of the River Raisin militia, reported that Louis Lajoie had agreed that the militia could build a stockade for 

the upper settlement around his house and that his house could be used as a barracks. Members of the militia had 

spent the last five or six days building stockades in the area. Lacroix requested tools to complete the stockade so 

that they could work on Hull’s Road 42 

 

Madison declared war on Great Britain: 

18 June to 24 June 1812 – On 18 June, President James Madison declared war on Great Britain. On 24 June, 

while Hull was at Fort Findlay (present-day Findlay, Ohio), he received a letter written before the declaration of war 
on 18 June informing him that war would soon be declared.43  

 

Some French-Canadian members of the Michigan militia advocated resistance to service and recommended 

desertion to Amherstburg; members of the Ohio militia rebelled against Hull’s refusal to attack without 

express approval from the War Department: 

June 1812 – Michigan’s militia, like their Canadian counterparts, showed little interest in fighting in a war and 

were indifferent soldiers. Prior to Hull’s arrival, a number of the militia mutinied and a number of French-

Canadian members of the militia openly advocated resistance to service and recommended that they desert to 

                                                
41 Cruikshank, Detroit, 36; Antal, 35. 
42 MPHSC, Vol. 8, 625-626, 630-631, Antal, 35-37; Allan Treppa, “Veterans of the War of 1812 in the Michigan 

Militia, Hubert Lacroix 1778-1827, MHH, July 2010, 151-153. 
43 Yale University, Avalon Project, http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/1812-01.asp; Cruikshank, Detroit, 35; 

Antal, 13. 

http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/1812/big/big_010_detroit.aspx
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/1812-01.asp
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Amherstburg. The Ohio militia, who accompanied Hull, rebelled against Hull’s refusal to attack Upper Canada 

without express approval from the War Department.44 

 

James Baby was ordered to defend Sandwich; Tecumseh arrived in Amherstburg: 

28 June to 1 July 1812 – When St. George learned that the Americans had declared war on Great Britain, he 

ordered Colonel James Baby, commander of the Kent regiment, to defend Sandwich (present-day Windsor, 
Ontario) with 400 militia and a small detachment of regulars. Tecumseh arrived at Amherstburg with about 200 

Native Americans  on 1 July.45  

 

Hull’s official correspondence was mistakenly placed on the Cuyahoga; the British captured the ship: 

1 to 2 July 1812 – When Hull arrived at Fort Miami (on the Maumee River, in present-day Toledo, Ohio), he 

chartered the Cuyahoga and a smaller schooner to convey 45 individuals, including invalids and officer’s wives, 

personal baggage, and military dispatches to Detroit. An aide mistakenly placed Hull’s personal papers and official 

correspondence in the hold of the Cuyahoga. Approximately 30 officers accompanied the schooner for protection. 

The British captured the Cuyahoga the following day as it travelled past Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden, while the 

smaller schooner conveying the medical staff, invalids, and miscellaneous supplies, avoided the channel in front of 

Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden, thereby escaping detection by the British.46  

 

 
Portion of the map on the following page showing the attempted passage of the Cuyahoga past Fort Amherstburg 

 

Hull learned of the declaration of war on 2 July: 

2 to 4 July 1812 – When Hull arrived in Frenchtown/River Raisin, he received Eustis’ 18 June letter announcing the 

declaration of war. Two days later, the army built a bridge strong enough to bear Hull’s wagons over the Huron 

River near Brownstown (near present-day Gibraltar, Michigan).47 

 

Hull ordered the militia to stop firing on Sandwich; St. George ordered Baby and the Canadian militia to 

defend Sandwich: 

5 and 6 July 1812 – The Michigan militia began to shell the British gun emplacements at Sandwich. When Hull’s 
army arrived at Springwells south of Detroit, Hull ordered the militia to halt the cannonading. The following day, 

St. George ordered Captain Adam Muir and 50 additional regulars to accompany Baby’s militia to Sandwich. St. 

George also ordered the North West Company schooner, Nancy, to move from Sandwich to Amherstburg and 

intercepted 11 North West Company bateaux that were en route to Lake Huron. He commandeered the cargo of 

arms, ammunition, and blankets for the militia. He also ordered his men to place the guns from the Nancy on the 

bateaux, converting them to small gunboats manned by 70 voyageurs. Hull arrived in Detroit on 6 July. On the same 

day, Hull sent Colonel Lewis Cass from Detroit to Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden with a flag of truce to demand 

Hull’s papers and correspondence regarding the war, baggage, and prisoners that the British had captured in the 

Cuyahoga. On his arrival, Cass was blindfolded, his demands refused, and he was escorted back to Detroit.48

                                                
44 Antal, 40. 
45 Antal, 40.   
46 Cruikshank, Detroit, 40; MPHSC, Vol. 40, 402-403; Antal, 35-36; Naveaux, 21; Barnett and Rosentreter, 71.  
47 MPHSC, Vol. 40, 396 (declaration of war); Barnett and Rosentreter, 71. 
48 Cruikshank, Detroit, 40-41, 46; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 96; MPHSC, Vol. 40, 404-405; Antal, 38-41. Hull’s 

correspondence does not specify where the supplies would be purchased, nor the route that would be taken to 

transport supplies.  
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John Melish’s 1815 Map of the Detroit River and Adjacent Country 

Cartography Associates, David Rumsey Historical Map Collection (http://www.davidrumsey.com/) 

http://www.davidrumsey.com/
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Hull failed to inform Fort Michilimackinac and Fort Dearborn (present-day Chicago) of the declaration of 

war; Hull planed to invade Canada; he ordered additional provisions for the army: 

7 to 11 July 1812 – On 7 July 1812, during a neutrality council Hull held with the local chiefs of the Wyandot, 

Ojibwa/Chippewa, Shawnee, Seneca, Potawatomi, and Mohawk, the chiefs assured him of their neutrality and 

friendship. On 9 July, when Hull received authorization to undertake offensive operations, the army prepared boats 

to cross the Detroit River. That same day, he issued a general order announcing the declaration of war. Although he 
ordered transmission of his orders to Fort Wayne, Hull failed to send the order to Fort Michilimackinac/Mackinac 

and Fort Dearborn in Chicago. On 9 July, Hull informed Eustis that he planned to cross the Detroit River and was 

confident that they could capture the British post in Sandwich, but pointed out that since the British controlled the 

water and the Native Americans, he did not think that his forces were strong enough to capture Fort 

Amherstburg/Fort Malden. Hull hired John Piatt/Pratt, of Cincinnati, to supply the army with 200,000 rations of 

flour and beef because the normal supplier could not ship the rations by water. Piatt/Pratt planned to hire or purchase 

pack horses to transport the flour. Hull requested troops on the road to protect the provisions so that the army did 

not perish from hunger. On 11 July, Hull sent Colonel Duncan McArthur’s regiment to Springwells as a 

diversion.49 

 

The British made additional defensive plans: 

7 to 11 July 1812 – St. George also held a conference with the area Native Americans. Although Tecumseh tried 
to win them over to the British side, the chiefs remained neutral. The local militia presented additional problems for 

St. George because they lacked weapons, uniforms, equipment, training, discipline, and leadership. Further, it was 

harvest time for the best crop in years; welcome news because the previous year’s crop had barely met local needs. 

Concern for their families and fear of the Native Americans prompted many men to avoid military service or to 

desert their companies. St. George permitted the oldest men to return to their homes. M.C. Dixon’s engineers made 

extensive repairs to Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden once news of the war reached them. In order to feed his 

combined forces, St. George ordered his quartermaster to gather the cattle from Sandwich and the Thames and drive 

them to Amherstburg. On 10 July, in anticipation of an American crossing, St. George planned to concentrate the 

militia at Amherstburg where he hoped that the regulars would motivate them and calm their fears. When the 

Canadian militia observed the movements of McArthur’s men, Baby informed St. George that he could no longer 

hold the militia at Sandwich. St. George rushed to the scene where he learned that if he did not withdraw them to 
Amherstburg, they would desert to their homes. St. George, therefore, marched the men to Amherstburg, ripping up 

the bridge over Turkey Creek.50 

 

The British captured Fort Mackinac: 
8 July to 17 July 1812 – On 8 July 1812, British Captain Charles Roberts independently decided to attack Fort 

Mackinac/Michilimackinac from his post at Fort St. Joseph on St. Joseph Island, after he learned of the declaration 

of war from Mr. McKay, a proprietor of the North West Company, who brought the news by canoe from Québec. 

Roberts commanded the 46 troops; Robert Crawford commanded 180-200 voyageurs employed by the North 

West Company; Robert Dickson, the Southwest Company agent, commanded 113 Menominee, Sioux, and 

Winnebago warriors; while John Askin, Jr., of the Indian Department, commanded 280 Ojibwa/Chippewa and 

Ottawa warriors. Askin reported that his son, Jean Baptiste Askin, as well as Charles Langlade, Augustine Nolin 

and Michel Cadotte, Jr., rendered great service to Askin by helping keep the Native Americans in order and 
executing other orders. The North West Company brig, Caledonia accompanied the expedition. The allied forces 

landed on the island on 17 July and caught the American commander, Lieutenant Porter Hanks by surprise forcing 

Hanks to surrender the fort and its garrison to Roberts.51  

                                                
49 Cruikshank, Detroit, 37, 50, 51-52, 61, 78; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 105; MPHSC, Vol. 40, 397, 406-407; Antal, 40. 
50 Cruikshank, Detroit, 44-49, 61; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 100-101, 104; Antal, 10, 40-41. 
51 Cruikshank, Detroit, 37-38, 63-69, 233; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 108-114, 142-144; MPHSC, Vol. 40, 424-425, 430-

433, 440-449 (documents related to the surrender); Antal, 46-47.  
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Lossing’s drawing of Fort Mackinac52 

 

Hull invaded Sandwich; he threatened the lives of Canadians who fought alongside the Native Americans: 

12 to 13 July 1812 – Hull landed a force consisting of the regulars, and most of the Ohio militia, above Sandwich 

shortly after sunrise; they had crossed the Detroit River from Hog Island (present-day Belle Isle). The Michigan 

militia, one Ohio regiment, and about 100 other soldiers/militia from Ohio remained in Detroit because state law 

only required them to serve on American soil. Hull took over François Baby’s unfinished house and farm as his 

headquarters for directing operations in Essex County. The army constructed entrenchments at the fort which Hull 

named Fort Hope. On 13 July, Hull issued 200 copies of a proclamation that invited the residents to join the 

Americans in their war against Britain. Hull promised “protection to your persons, property, and rights.” He 

advised the residents to remain at home. He promised, however, that if they fought alongside the Native Americans, 
they would be killed. “No white man found fighting by the side of an Indian will be taken prisoner: Instant 

destruction will be his lot.” 53  

 

Canadian militia members began to desert; Hull delayed attacking Amherstburg until carriages were built to 

carry heavy artillery: 

14 to 25 July 1812 – Hull sent Colonel Duncan McArthur to pursue Mississauga and Ojibwa/Chippewa warriors 

and their families who had fled towards the River Thames; he also ordered McArthur to commandeer supplies and 

capture members of the Canadian militia. In response to Hull’s proclamation, hundreds of civilians sought his 

protection and the Canadian militia began to desert. By 15 July, only 471 militia out of approximately 700 

remained at Amherstburg. Eventually, 367 members of the Canadian militia offered their paroles to Hull, 

promising not to fight during the war. On 15 July, Elliott reported that Tecumseh had kept the Native Americans 
faithful. Minor skirmishes occurred at River Canard and Petite Côte, resulting in the first casualties of the war. 

Eventually, Hull’s forces began to confiscate private goods. On 21 July, Hull reported to Eustis that he had held a 

number of councils with the Native Americans and had just received a pledge of neutrality from the Ottawa, 

Chippewa, Potawatomi, Wyandot, Delaware, Munsee, Kickapoo, Sac, and Iroquois. The Crane, Walk-in-the-

Water, Blackhoof, Colonel Lewis, and the Wolf had made great efforts to detach the Native Americans from the 

British. Hull reported that he delayed attacking Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden until his men constructed gun 

carriages to carry his heavy artillery.54  

 

                                                
52 Benson J. Lossing, The Pictorial Field-Book of the war [sic.] of 1812 (New York: Harper and Brothers, 

Publishers, 1869), 269. 
53 Cruikshank, Detroit, 57-60, 62-63; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 106-107; MPHSC, Vol. 40, 409-418; Antal, 43-44.   
54 Cruikshank, Detroit, 53, 60-61, 71-72, 89-90,95-96; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 104-105, 120-121; MPHSC, Vol. 40,  418-

424; Antal, 44-46; 47-51; Sugden, 284-289; Naveaux, 22. The final destination for the Native Families is not 

known. Transcriptions of the Essex County militia rolls for this period will appear in the April issue of MHH; the 

transcriptions will include the names of those who deserted and the dates that they deserted their companies.  
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Procter assumed command of Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden and began offensive measures. The Wyandots 

and their families moved to the Canadian side of the Detroit River: 

26 July to circa 3 August 1812 – Procter assumed command of Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden. Within days, he 

began to concentrate on offensive measures by rounding up the militia, interviewing the militia officers, and offering 

to pardon all members of the militia who retuned to duty immediately. Procter hoped that the militia would return 

to duty when they had completed their harvest. He warned Brock, however, that neither the militia, nor the Native 
Americans would remain with the British if Brock did not send a considerable reinforcement to Fort 

Amherstburg/Malden and if the militia were not paid. Procter then held a four-day conference with the local chiefs 

where he reaffirmed the British commitment to Native interests and announced the fall of Fort 

Michilimackinac/Mackinac. Although Walk-in-the-Water wanted to remain neutral, Tecumseh, Roundhead, 

Splitlog, and Warrow spoke out strongly in favor of their traditional allies. At the end of the conference, the 

majority of the Wyandot chiefs declared for the British. On 2 and 3 August, Muir and 100 regulars assisted the 

warriors to bring their families, cattle, and other goods across the Detroit River. Hull’s men built a small fortress on 

the Canadian side of the Detroit River known as Fort Gowrie/Gowie (or Gowris) almost opposite Fort Lernoult in 

Detroit sufficient for 300 men; his engineers placed small cannon in the fort to command the river.55 

 

Hull ordered Nathan Heald to abandon Fort Dearborn: 

29 July to 1 August 1812 – When Hull learned of the fall of Michilimackinac/Mackinac from friendly Native 

Americans, he ordered Captain Nathan Heald to abandon Fort Dearborn, to distribute the fort’s stores to the 

Potawatomi in the area, and to move the garrison to Fort Wayne or to Detroit. On the same day, Hull reported to 

Eustis that he had no doubt that a large body of hostile Native Americans would soon be expected in Detroit; Hull 

believed that their presence would have an effect on those in the Detroit area. Captain Hanks and the other paroled 

American prisoners from Fort Michilimackinac/Mackinac arrived in Detroit aboard the Salina on 1 August. That 

same day, the British captured one of Hull’s floating artillery batteries that had broken free from its moorings.56  

 

The Battle of Brownstown: 
Late July to 5 August 1812 – Hull became increasingly nervous about his supply lines; therefore, he wrote to Eustis, 

Governor Meigs of Ohio, and Governor Charles Scott of Kentucky, informing them that his flour would only last 

two weeks. In addition to provisions, he also requested that they send another 2,000 troops to reinforce his army. 
Meigs ordered Captain Henry Brush to command 160-200 Ohio volunteers who would herd 200 cattle to Detroit. 

Brush arrived in Frenchtown/River Raisin on August 4 and sent word to Hull of his arrival. When Ottawa and 

Shawnee warriors discovered Brush’s presence in the Wayne Stockade, they notified Procter. Procter immediately 

ordered Adam Muir and his men to establish an outpost so they could capture Brush and his men. Tecumseh and 

Stayeghtha/Roundhead commanded the 25-70 Native Americans who accompanied Muir and the British troops. 

While the Native Americans awaited Brush, they captured the regular mail from Ohio. That same day, Hull 

ordered Major Thomas Van Horn to lead 200 members of the Ohio militia to Frenchtown/River Raisin to escort 

Henry Brush and his men to Detroit. Ignoring Hull’s advice, Van Horn took the main road out of Detroit although 

a French-Canadian settler warned Van Horn that the Native Americans planned to attack them. The British and 

Native allies attacked Van Horn and his men as they entered the open ground. Although Van Horn and most of his 

men made it back to Detroit, the allied forces killed or fatally wounded 17-20 and wounded at least 12. In their haste 

to escape the ambush, Van Horn’s men left the outgoing mail which Muir delivered to Procter. Hull’s letters 
revealed his desperation regarding supplies, the fall of Mackinac, the desertion of the local Natives to the British, 

and the delays in the American attempts to capture Niagara and Montréal. Although Hull still wrote of attacking 

Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden, he hinted that he may have to concentrate his army in Detroit.57   

 

Hull’s army returned to Detroit, but left a small detachment at Fort Gowrie/Gowris: 

7 August 1812 – After William Hull’s men constructed gun carriages, he issued orders for an attack on Fort 

Amherstburg/Fort Malden. Several hours later, however, he learned that Isaac Brock was on his way to Fort 

Amherstburg/Fort Malden with reinforcements. Hull reversed his decision, over the protests of his officers, and 

ordered the army to leave Sandwich (present-day Windsor, Ontario) and return to Detroit. The main body of the 

army crossed the Detroit River during the night of 7 August and the following morning. In an effort to convince the 

local residents who had cooperated with the Americans that the Americans had not abandoned them, Hull ordered 
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Major James Denny to remain in the newly constructed Fort Gowrie/Gowris with 130 invalids, 230 infantry, and 25 

artillerists. Hull also ordered Denny to hold the possession of Upper Canada (present-day Ontario) and to protect 

the inhabitants; but Hull gave him discretion to retreat if overpowered.58 

 

The Battle of Maguaga: 

7 to 12 August 1812 – The mail usually arrived in Detroit on Saturday; therefore, British Colonel Henry Procter 
ordered regulars, militia, and Native Americans to occupy every road leading to Detroit on the 7th, 8th and 9th of 

August in hopes of intercepting the mail and the supplies expected from Ohio. On 8 August, Hull ordered Lt. 

Colonel James Miller and about 600 troops and militia to escort Henry Brush’s supply train from Ohio to Detroit. 

Captain Antoine Dequindre’s Militia Company accompanied Miller on the expedition. On 9 August, as they 

approached the deserted Wyandot village of Maguaga (present-day Trenton, Michigan), the 350-400 man British 

allied forces fired on the first guard commanded by Captain Snelling. Captain Adam Muir commanded the British 

regulars and militia, while Tecumseh, Roundhead, Walk-in-the-Water, Splitlog, Billy Caldwell, and Main Pock 

commanded the Native Americans. Miller’s American forces defended themselves so well that they forced the 

British and Native-American forces to retreat. Although from a tactical standpoint the Americans were victorious, 

they suffered heavier casualties. During the battle, the British and their Native Allies wounded at least two 

members of Dequindre’s Company who died of their wounds, Philomel Churchill and Antoine 

Vermet/Vermette. Vermet/Vermette died on 10 August and was buried from Ste. Anne’s on 11 August. Miller’s 
forces remained at Maguaga until 11 August because they lacked provisions, feared another attack, and heavy rains 

prevented them from returning to Detroit. On 11 August, Hull ordered Miller’s men to return to Detroit; ordered 

Brush to remain at Frenchtown/River Raisin, and ordered Major Denny to evacuate and destroy Fort 

Gowrie/Gowris. Miller’s men returned to Detroit on 12 August. By this time, the members of the Ohio militia were 

disgusted with Hull’s behavior and requested his arrest or replacement.59  

 

The British constructed gun emplacements on both sides of the François Baby farm: 

12 August 1812 – After Hull retreated to Detroit, Procter ordered his troops to repair the bridge at River Canard. 

Then he directed Captain Matthew Dixon to construct two widely-separated sets of gun emplacements on both 

sides of the François Baby farm. Dixon’s men constructed the emplacements during the cover of night. One of the 

emplacements was screened by oak trees, while the other was sheltered in the cellar of Baby’s house. The Queen 
Caroline and General Hunter transported munitions, supplies, and siege equipment to the British camp, while their 

guns protected the operations.60  

 

Brock arrived in Amherstburg and met with Tecumseh: 

13 to 14 August 1812 – Brock arrived in Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden with reinforcements. Shortly after his 

arrival, Brock met with Tecumseh. The next day Brock met with the assembled Native Americans who had 

swelled to about 1,000 Wyandot, Ottawa, Potawatomi, Ojibwa/Chippewa, Shawnee, Sac, Winnebago, and 

Menominee. Brock assured them that the “great Father” had sent him to drive the Americans from Fort Detroit. 

Once he had received the assurances from the Native Americans that they were ready to fight with the British, 

Brock met with Tecumseh and the other Native leaders to plan the offensive operations against Detroit. During 

                                                
58 E.A. Cruikshank, Detroit, 80-81, 125, 126-127; MPHSC, Vol. 40, 433-438; Antal, 79; Sugden,  293. Author’s 
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with the name Robert Gouie served in Labute’s company, although four members of the Goyau family served in the 

company.  
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Registres > 1801-1842 > 28 (Vermet’s death and burial which erroneously states that he was wounded in the battle 

of Brownstown); Allan R. Treppa, “Veterans of the War of 1812 in the Michigan Militia: Antoine Vermet 

[Varmette] 1764-1812,” MHH, Vol. 30, #4 (October 2009), 173-174; Allan R. Treppa, “Veterans of the War of 1812 

in the Michigan Militia: Antoine Dequindre (1781-1843)”, MHH, Vol. 31, #1 (January 2010), 50-51.  
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their discussions, Tecumseh drew a map of the area on an elm bark roll. He also pledged that his warriors would 

refrain from drinking until they had humbled the “big knives.”61  

 
Brock’s Meeting with Tecumseh – Charles William Jeffreys’ watercolor62 

 

Hull ordered McArthur and Cass to meet Brush at Gabriel Godfroy’s Trading Post: 

14 August 1812 – Hull directed Colonel McArthur, assisted by Lewis Cass, to lead 350 handpicked men to travel 
via an inland route to meet Brush at Gabriel Godfroy’s Trading Post on the Potawatomi Trail in present-day 

Ypsilanti, Michigan.63  

 

Native Americans attacked the Americans who were evacuating Fort Dearborn: 

14 to 15 August 1812 – Prior to evacuating Fort Dearborn (in present-day Chicago, Illinois), Nathan Heald’s 

garrison distributed the fort’s stores to the Potawatomi, Ojibwa/Chippewa, Winnebago, Sac, Fox, and Kickapoo, 

but they emptied the fort’s liquor and destroyed the surplus arms and ammunition. That same day, the Native 

Americans received a wampum belt from Main-Poc informing them of the Native-American victories over Hull’s 

men. Enraged by the withholding of the liquor, arms, and ammunition, the militant Potawatomi advocated attacking 

the garrison. On the following day, when Captain Nathan Heald evacuated Fort Dearborn with 54 regulars, 12 

militia, nine women, and 18 children, 400 Native Americans attacked them and killed twenty-six regulars, all of the 

militia, two women, and 12 children. William Wells, Indian agent to the Miami, was killed during the battle. Wells 

had led the Miami to Fort Dearborn to help evacuate the fort. The Miami who accompanied Wells to Fort Dearborn 

refused to participate in the attack on the evacuees.64 

                                                
61 Cruikshank, Detroit, 141; Antal, 91-93; Sugden, 299-300; Barnett and Rosentreter, 74.  
62 Library and Archives Canada Portrait Gallery. 
63 Cruikshank, Detroit, 141-143; Antal, 94. 
64 Cruikshank, Detroit, 203, 225-227; MPHSC, Vol. 8, 647-652;  MPHSC, Vol. 15, 159-161; Antal, 103; Sugden, 

298-299.  
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Lossing’s drawing of Fort Dearborn and the Kinzie home65 

 

Brock organized the British troops and Canadian militia into brigades: 

14 August 1812 – Brock issued a general order which called for returns of the troops in the area, congratulated 

Procter and the garrison, and expressed surprise at the numerous militia desertions. He ordered those who had 

deserted to report immediately or be subject to penalties. He organized the troops into three brigades. Thomas Bligh 

St. George commanded the Essex and Kent County militia, augmented by soldiers from the Royal Newfoundland 

Regiment. Peter Chambers commanded 50 men from the 41st, as well as flank companies from the York, Lincoln, 

Oxford, and Norfolk militia. Joseph Tallon commanded the remainder of the 41st; Procter commanded the troops 

under Brock’s direction.66 

 

Brock demanded that Hull surrender Detroit: 
15 August 1812 – Brock marched his army to Sandwich. Two British officers carrying a flag of truce arrived in 

Detroit with a letter from Brock demanding that Hull surrender Fort Detroit. Hull responded several hours later, 

having recalled Lewis Cass and Duncan McArthur. Hull’s responded: “I am ready to meet any force which may 

be at your disposal.” After Brock received Hull’s response, he ordered Benson Hall, who commanded the 

Sandwich batteries, to begin firing on Fort Detroit; the gunboats Queen Caroline and General Hunter provided 

support from the river. Although the Americans returned fire from their detached batteries, little damage was 

done.67  

 

Native Americans, British regulars, and Canadian militia landed in Springwells; the British began to fire on 

Detroit: 

16 August 1812 – Native warriors assembled on Bois Blanc Island (now commonly known as Boblo Island) during 

the night. After they had assembled, approximately 600 warriors crossed silently to Springwells, three miles south of 
Detroit. After the warriors secured the landing sight, the British forces crossed to Detroit before dawn, guarded by 

the Provincial Marine vessel. The British began to fire on Detroit at 6:00 a.m. from the Sandwich batteries while the 

British forces began to march to Detroit. During the morning Hull learned that members of the Michigan militia 

were deserting their posts and that two companies had surrendered.68    
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Portion of John Melish’s 1815 Map of the Detroit River and Adjacent Country 

Cartography Associates, David Rumsey Historical Map Collection (http://www.davidrumsey.com/) 
Moving clockwise from Fort Lernoult, the following locations are illustrated: Detroit, the landing spot of the Americans opposite 
Hog Island on 12 July 1812, the British batteries, the evacuated American redoubt and fortified camp, Sandwich, and the landing 

spot of the British Army south of Springwells on 16 August 1812 
 

Hull surrendered the Fort and Michigan Territory to Brock: 

16 to 19 August 1812 – Within hours, Hull surrendered the fort and the Territory of Michigan to Great Britain. 

Hull’s fears of the Native Americans prompted him to include in the surrender the detachments under McArthur, 

Cass, Brush, and the garrison at the Maumee Rapids. Brush and his men, however, refused to abide by Hull’s 

surrender and fled home to Ohio. All of the American officials left Detroit with the exception of Justice Augustus 

Woodward; Procter appointed Woodward secretary of the territory to help administer the government of the 

territory. Within days, the American militia were paroled (relieved of their weapons and ordered to refrain from 
further military action against the British until an exchange of prisoners had been conducted). The regulars were sent 

to Québec as prisoners of war. Although Hull surrendered all of his forces, including the local militia, only about 

1,060 men were fit for duty. Brock’s forces are better known. Based on the prize list of those entitled to share in the 

property seized in Detroit, 117 officers, 131 non-commissioned officers, and 1,112 privates participated in the 

capture of Detroit. These numbers included  312 from the Essex County First Regiment of the militia; 165 from the 

Essex County Second Regiment of militia; 63 from the Kent County First Regiment of the militia; and six from the 

Essex County Cavalry (all figures include officers and non-commission officers). Brock departed for Fort Erie on 

19 August; he died 19 October 1812 in the Battle of Queenstown Heights.69  

 

The Native Americans in Indiana Territory decided to attack the American forts in the territory: 

August 1812 – Emboldened by the surrender of Michilimackinac/Mackinac, Detroit, and the evacuation of Fort 

Dearborn, the Native Americans in present-day Indiana decided to attack the American forts in Indiana. The 
Native Americans requested help from the British and their Native allies from Amherstburg.70  

 

Procter’s men went to neighboring communities to purchase excess food for the British troops: 

August to fall 1812 – During the late summer and fall, Procter focused on the matter of finding adequate provisions 

for the winter for his troops, as well as those at Michilimackinac/Mackinac. Although 1812 produced a bumper 

wheat crop, the actual harvest was less than half that of previous years and the crops of potatoes and Indian corn 

were a quarter of the normal years because of the absence of the militia during harvest season and heavy rains. Many 

of the cattle and hogs had been consumed during the Detroit campaign; others had been killed by Native 

Americans. Therefore, Procter’s men went to the neighboring communities to purchase excess food.71 
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The British began to gather provisions at Frenchtown/River Raisin and Miami Rapids: 

19 to 21 August 1812 – Procter ordered Major Peter Latouche Chambers to gather provisions and arms at 

Frenchtown/River Raisin and Miami Rapids. Captain William Elliott had already gathered all of the arms and 

provisions in the area. Chambers’ men destroyed the Wayne Stockade in Frenchtown/River Raisin. Although 

Chambers assured the residents of British protection, the Wyandots pillaged almost every house in the 

community. With the exception of Major Thomas McKee, the militia officers did little to restrain the Wyandots. 
When Chambers arrived at the Miami Rapids, he found that the Native Americans had also pillaged that 

community. After Chambers’ men destroyed the blockhouse, they embarked the arms and provisions on gunboats. 

Unfortunately, the Native Americans scalped one of the French Canadians and shot at another. After their arrival 

at the Miami Rapids, Tecumseh and Roundhead used their influence to control the Wyandots found there.72 

 

The Native-American Siege of Fort Wayne: 

Late August to 5 September 1812 – About 500 Native Americans began to gather around Fort Wayne. On 28 

August, they killed an agency employee and looted the outlying buildings outside the Fort. On 4 September, 

Potawatomi, Winnebago, Kickapoo, Shawnee, and Miami warriors attacked Fort Harrison (present-day Terre 

Haute, Indiana) and set fire to one of the blockhouses. Captain Zachary Taylor’s garrison managed to fight the 

fires, while holding the warriors at bay. The following day, the Natives began their siege of Fort Wayne.73 

 
Lossing’s illustration of Fort Wayne in 181274 

 

Harrison’s troops relieved Fort Wayne and destroyed neighboring Potawatomi and Miami villages.  Unaware 

of these developments, British Native-American allies, British regulars and militia attempted to go to the aid 

of the Native Americans in Indiana Territory and ultimately retreated after they were pursued by 

Winchester’s army: 

12 to 28 September 1812 – William Henry Harrison’s forces arrived at Fort Wayne on 12 September and relieved 

the fort. Following the relief of Fort Wayne, Harrison and his men destroyed the Potawatomi village in present-day 

Elkhart, Indiana, and the Miami villages on the Mississinewa River because he believed they posed a threat to the 
American supply lines. The American troops also destroyed the Natives’ accumulated food supplies. On 16 

September, unaware that Harrison had relieved the fort, Tecumseh, Roundhead, Splitlog, Colonel William 

Caldwell, Colonel Matthew Elliott, Major Thomas McKee, and Captain William Elliott led 600 Native 

Americans from Amherstburg to aid the Natives in their attack on Fort Wayne. When Caldwell and Elliott stopped 

at Frenchtown/River Raisin, they hired 47 French-Canadian residents to drive the cattle for their expedition. 

Captain Adam Muir followed with 150 regulars and 100 members of the militia from Essex and Kent County. 

While they were en route, they learned that American Brigadier General James Winchester’s army was at their 

rear. By 25 September, the River Raisin men had disappeared with the cattle, leaving the expedition short on rations; 

and, unbeknownst to the British, Pierre Navarre was acting as a spy for Winchester. Although the Native 

Americans wanted to attack the Americans, Muir informed them on 27 September that he couldn’t risk the 

artillery in a fight in the woods. The withdrawal of the artillery destroyed the confidence of the Natives and some of 

them began to depart. The following day, the British learned that Harrison had relieved the fort. Although 
Roundhead wanted to attack the Americans, Muir estimated that his allies numbered only about 330; he finally 

convinced Roundhead that a retreat was necessary. The following Kent and Essex County militia captains 
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participated in the expedition: George Jacobs, William Sterling, John Pike, Joseph Little, Nicholas Little, 

William (Billy) Caldwell, Alexander Askin, and William Hands.75 

 

Britain’s admiral Warren recommended that the troops re-conquer all lands surrendered in the Treaty of 

Greenville and create a Native-American state. Harrison was appointed commander of the American 

Northwest Army; James Winchester was appointed commander of the left flank:  
Late summer to fall 1812 – American General William Hull’s surrender of Detroit and the Michigan Territory to 

“the arms of his Britannic Majesty” prompted Britain’s Admiral John Borlase Warren to recommend that (1) the 

British government re-conquer all lands north of the Ohio River surrendered by the Native Americans in the 1795 

Treaty of Greenville; and (2) create a Native American state that would form a buffer with Upper Canada (present-

day Ontario). British General Isaac Brock’s capture of Detroit also virtually guaranteed that the war would 

continue even though Britain was seeking a peaceful settlement. Within weeks, the United States Government 

adopted a policy of unlimited expenditure for the recovery of the Michigan Territory. On 17 September, President 

James Madison appointed William Henry Harrison commander of the Northwest Army. Harrison planned to 

retake Detroit and invade Canada in the fall, but illness among the troops and paralysis of the supply lines prevented 

it. Harrison appointed Brigadier General James Winchester commander of his left flank. Prior to departing for 

Lake Erie, Harrison ordered his subordinates to protect the Indiana Territory. Madison also ordered the 

construction of naval forces superior to the British.76  
 

The British attempted to gather provisions in Frenchtown/River Raisin and the Maumee Valley: 

2 to 16 October 1812 – British Colonel Henry Procter planned to remove all the cattle, crops, and other provisions 

from Frenchtown/River Raisin and Ohio’s Maumee Valley so that the area was stripped of provisions that could 

sustain the American troops as they advanced towards Detroit. Lieutenant Edward Dewar travelled to 

Frenchtown/River Raisin with 25 members of the Essex County militia, Roundhead, and 15 Wyandot to 

requisition supplies in the area. When Dewar arrived, he learned that local residents had sounded an alarm as a ruse 

so that they could steal the 28 cattle that the British had purchased earlier. Some of the residents volunteered to 

escort Dewar, Roundhead, and the Wyandots to the Maumee Valley. When the British arrived at the Maumee 

Rapids, they destroyed all of the homes and supplies in the area to prevent the Americans from seizing them. Jean 

Baptiste Beaugrand was given a short time to remove his personal possessions. When Dewar returned to 
Amherstburg, he estimated that 8,000 bushels of unharvested corn remained in the fields in the Maumee Valley and 

that 3,000 bushels of wheat needed to be threshed in the Frenchtown/River Raisin area. Shortly thereafter, Dewar 

recommended that Procter send Mathew Elliott and 800 Native Americans to the Maumee Rapids (present-day 

Perrysburg, Ohio) to bring in all the grain and supplies.77   

 
Portion of John Melish’s 1812 Map of Ohio 

Cartography Associates, David Rumsey Historical Map Collection (http://www.davidrumsey.com/) 
Shows the relationship between Frenchtown, the Maumee River (Miami River on map), and the Maumee Rapids 
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The Americans attacked Elliot’s and Splitlog’s camp at the Maumee Rapids; Alexander Elliott was killed: 

28 October to 22 November 1812 – Prior to departing for the Maumee Rapids, Elliott reported to William Claus, 

deputy superintendent general for Upper Canada (present-day Ontario) in the Indian Department that only two days’ 

worth of provisions remained in the Indian Department’s stores. He warned Claus that it would be impossible to 

keep the Native Americans together much longer unless Claus supplied the Department with provisions because 
the Native Americans had lost three crops of corn and were now totally dependant on the British. Elliott embarked 

for the Maumee Rapids with 250 Potawatomi and Delaware in two small gunboats, a small schooner, and several 

bateaux. Elliott planned to meet Roundhead and a mounted band of Wyandot at the Rapids. By 11 November, 

Roundhead had not appeared at the Maumee Rapids; therefore, Elliott sent word to Procter requesting 

reinforcements to help him hold the Rapids from the Americans. On 16 November, American General Edward 

White Tupper’s troops attacked Elliott’s and Splitlog’s camp on the Maumee Rapids, but were forced to retreat, 

pursued for several miles by Elliott, Splitlog, and the Potawatomi and Delaware warriors. On 22 November, 

Logan, Captain John, Lightfoot, and three Potawatomi who had joined the Americans, tried to convince 

Alexander Elliott (Matthew’s son), Winnemac (a Potawatomi chief) and six other Native Americans into 

thinking that they wanted to join the British. When their companions let down their guards, Logan and his 

companions opened fire on Elliott and the Native Americans, wounding Alexander Elliott, Winnemac, and an 

Ottawa. Although Logan and his companions were also wounded, Logan and Lightfoot managed to reach the 
American camp, where Logan died of his wounds a few days later. Alexander Elliott also died of his wounds. 

Shortly thereafter, Elliott, Splitlog, and the Potawatomi and Delaware warriors set sail for Amherstburg.78 

 

François Navarre met with Judge Augustus Woodward regarding their roles as parolees after the 

Frenchtown/River Raisin residents were urged and threatened by British-Allied Native Americans to join the 

British: 

14 November 1812 – Lieutenant Colonel François Navarre, representing the citizens of Frenchtown/River Raisin, 

met with Judge Augustus Woodward regarding their status as parolees and how they should behave towards the 

British and Native Americans. Roundhead and Walk-in-the-Water had recently urged the residents to fight for 

the British. The residents had also recently received a letter from the Wyandot and other tribes assembled at the 

Maumee Rapids urging the residents to join them in their fight against the Americans. The letter closed: “Should 
you fail us at this time, we will not consider you in the future as friends, and the consequences may be very 

unpleasant. We are well convinced that you have no writings forbidding you to assist us. We are your friends, at 

present.” Navarre bore a letter signed the previous day by Jacques Lacelle, François Lacelle, Jean Baptiste 

Lacelle, Duncan Reid, Jean Baptiste Jérôme, and Jean Baptiste Beaugrand. The residents, as parolees, believed 

that they could no longer fight for either side in the war. Woodward informed Navarre that the Natives were 

correct; their parole forbade them from taking up arms against the British or their Native Allies, but their paroles 

did not prohibit them from fighting with the British or their Allies. Their duties, as United States’ citizens, however, 

demanded that they remain neutral. Any citizen who fought for the British or the Natives would be considered 

traitors. After Woodward, rendered his ruling, the residents had an official decision that they could use to refuse the 

demands of Roundhead and Walk-in-the-Water.79 

 

The Kentucky militia and Ohio troops, aided by a 22-man militia unit from Frenchtown/River Raisin, 

destroyed Native-American villages and their food supplies in Indiana Territory: 

November and December 1812 – Samuel Hopkins, general of the Kentucky Militia, departed from Fort Harrison 

(present-day Terre Haute, Indiana) on an expedition to destroy additional Native-American villages in Indiana 

Territory. As they moved along the Wabash, they destroyed the deserted Native-American villages and their food 
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supplies. On 22 November, local Native Americans ambushed the army, killing or wounding 18 on Wildcat Creek, 

northwest of present-day Kokomo, Indiana. Cold weather forced Hopkins to retreat to Vincennes. Harrison was 

unwilling to leave any Native-American villages in Indiana Territory intact; therefore, he ordered Lieutenant 

Colonel John B. Campbell and 600 troops from Western Ohio to attack the remaining villages on the Mississinewa 

River southwest of Fort Wayne. Prior to departing, Harrison ordered Campbell to spare the villages of the Miami 

chiefs felt to be friendly to the Americans: Silver Heels, White Loon, Little Turtle’s son and brother, Jean 

Baptiste Richardville, and François Godfroy/Godefroy. Campbell’s troops included a 22-man militia unit from 

Frenchtown/River Raisin commanded by Cornet Isaac Lee; their unit had avoided the surrenders of William Hull’s 

army in August. Lee’s unit included James Audrain, William Conner, Silas McCullogh, James Thomson, John 

Ruland, and Joseph McClelland. James Knaggs accompanied the expedition as a guide. Campbell’s forces 

destroyed three villages on 17 December, but the following morning before dawn, the Miami and Delaware, 

commanded by François Godfroy/Godefroy, Joseph Richardville (the chief’s son), and Little Thunder (Little 

Turtle’s nephew) launched a surprise attack on the army. Although Campbell’s men repulsed the attack, 

considerable losses occurred on both sides. Following the attack, Campbell and his men made their way back to 

Ohio.80 

 

A court of inquiry was held regarding the Essex-County militia officers who deserted their posts in July: 

28 December 1812 to 23 January 1813 – On 28 December 1812, the British, acting under orders Brock issued prior 
to his death, conducted a court of enquiry at Amherstburg regarding the militia officers who had abandoned their 

posts in the militia during July. After the enquiry, Major General Sheaffe held that Lieutenants Alexis Laporte and 

Antoine Bonford (Bouffard), ensigns Windle Wagley, Peter Scratch, and James Stockwell of the 1st Regiment 

of Essex were guilty of deserting their posts. Captain Pierre Labute and Lieutenant Alexis Parent of the 2nd 

Regiment of Essex were judged guilty of the same offense; all of the officers were superseded or demoted. In 

addition, the court found that Jacques Parent, Polithe Janisse, and William Shaw had also deserted. They had 

been recommended as ensigns but had not been formally commissioned. They were demoted to the rank of private. 

Aeneas Shaw, Adjutant General of the militia, confirmed the orders on 23 January 1813 at Fort George.81 

 

Winchester’s army arrived at the Maumee Rapids; Frenchtown/Raisin residents pleaded for protection from 

Winchester: 
10 to 13 January 1813 – When Winchester’s army arrived at the Maumee Rapids, he ordered the construction of 

huts and a large storehouse which he named Fort Deposit on Presque Isle Hill in present-day Maumee, Ohio. The 

army remained in the area to await the rest of Harrison’s army. Winchester’s men drove off the Native-American 

scouts who reported the American army’s presence to Procter. Procter ordered his men to secure the Raisin River 

settlement and its food surplus from the Americans. Meanwhile, the Native Americans gathered on the Raisin 

River to oppose the advance of Winchester’s army. On 13 January, two Frenchtown residents brought a letter from 

Isaac Day, an American settler who had been secretly selling flour to one of Harrison’s contractors. Day’s letter 

reported that the British were aware of Winchester’s arrival and were rounding up suspected collaborators. Day 

believed that 500 Americans could permanently garrison Frenchtown/River Raisin to protect its residents and 

foodstuffs. On the same day, Native Americans who had been in Frenchtown/River Raisin on 12 January reported 

to Procter. Procter realized that Fort Amherstburg/Malden was within reach of Winchester’s army and worried 

that the Regulars, militia, and Native Americans were too weak to hold back Winchester’s army and protect the 
valuable provisions gathered at Frenchtown/River Raisin. Therefore, Procter ordered Major Ebenezer Reynolds, 

two flank companies of the Essex County militia, and a band of Potawatomi to break up the settlement and remove 

the inhabitants. Two more messengers arrived in Winchester’s camp on the 13th, informing the General that the 

Native Americans had threatened to kill the residents.82  

 

Procter ordered the construction of gunboats on the Thames and at the request of his Native-American Allies, 

recommended the formation of a corps of Native Americans: 

13 January 1813 – Procter reported to Commander Roger Hale Sheaffe that he had ordered the construction of 

gunboats on the Thames. He asked Sheaffe to send a naval officer and sailors to handle the rigging for the gunboats. 

Procter had decided against demanding the military services of the Americans from the Michigan Territory 

                                                
80 Naveaux, 71, 81, 84-89; Heidler and Heidler, 80, 254; http://www.mississinewa1812.com/timeline.htm.  
81 E. Cruikshank, editor, The Documentary History of the Campaign upon the Niagara Frontier in the year 1813 

(Welland, Ontario: The Lundy’s Lane Historical Society, 1902), 46-47. 
82 Naveaux, 100-102; Antal, 161-162; River Raisin Battlefield (http://www.riverraisinbattlefield.org/).  
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because he could not protect their property or their lives if Harrison’s troops entered the Territory. The Native 

Americans asked for the formation of a corps such as Butler’s Rangers who fought with them in the Revolutionary 

War. They specifically requested that William Caldwell head the corps. Procter enthusiastically recommended the 

formation of the corps because he believed that Caldwell could direct the hostility of the Native Americans. 

Procter also believed that the corps would provide a good substitute for the militia. Procter planned to call out 

more of the militia for a short time and noted that it might be necessary to drive out the enemy from the Maumee 
Rapids.83 

 

Winchester decided to make a pre-emptive strike against the British at Frenchtown/River Raisin: 

14 to 17 January 1813 – A messenger from Frenchtown/River Raisin who arrived in Winchester’s camp on the 14th 

claimed that the British were arresting the local citizens, deporting them to Fort Amherstburg/Malden, seizing the 

provisions, and planning an attack on Winchester once all their troops had gathered. By the 15th, Winchester 

believed that the situation was urgent; therefore, he requested reinforcements from General Perkins who was at 

Ohio’s Lower Sandusky. Two additional messengers arrived on the 16th, reporting that the British had 500 men at 

Frenchtown/River Raisin. The messengers promised that the residents of Frenchtown/River Raisin would supply 

Winchester’s men. In response, Winchester met with his officers who almost unanimously voted to conduct a 

preemptive strike at Frenchtown/River Raisin to seize the supplies and protect the citizens. Winchester requested 

additional reinforcements from Harrison. Winchester sent Lieutenant Colonel William Lewis with 550 men 
(including two battalions of Kentucky volunteers) to Frenchtown/River Raisin. During the night of 16/17 January, 

the last messenger from Frenchtown/River Raisin informed Winchester that two companies of Canadian militia 

and more Native Americans had arrived in the settlement; he also informed Winchester that the British had 

arrested Isaac Day. Lewis and his men spent the night of 17 January at the French-Canadian settlement of Presque 

Isle (present-day Toledo, Ohio), where they were informed of the arrival of the British militia and additional 

reinforcements under Matthew Elliott. Lieutenant Colonel Allen joined them with reinforcements, bringing the 

American forces to about 700.84 

 

The Americans, aided by Frenchtown/River Raisin residents defeated the Essex County militia and the 

Native-Americans in the first battle of River Raisin. During and after the battle, the Kentucky militia 

desecrated and scalped the bodies of the Native Americans: 
18 January 1813 – Antoine and Médard Couture, Pierre Navarre, Jacques Navarre, and Robert Navarre 

guided the American army out of Presque Isle early in the morning. When they arrived at Otter Creek, Native-

American scouts allied to the British spotted them and rushed back to alert the British forces of the American 

advance. Major Ebenezer Reynolds of the 2nd Essex County regiment formed two companies of militia under 

captains William Elliott and Alexis Rivard dit Loranger dit Maisonville. Four hundred Potawatomi and 

Wyandot warriors supported the militia. Kitson, the sole member of the British regulars involved in the action, was 

responsible for firing a three-pound howitzer. By the time Lewis arrived in Frenchtown/River Raisin at about 3 p.m. 

on 18 January, several dozen local residents, including Médard Labadie, Antoine Montminy/Mominie, 

Dominique Drouillard, Antoine Sargent, Laurent Durocher, François Benac, and Ambroise Charland, joined 

the Americans and participated in the battle in which the Americans were able to easily drive off the enemy. 

Although the British and Native-American forces retreated to the home of a French Canadian at Sandy Creek, a 

few miles north of Frenchtown/River Raisin, the Americans pursued the allied forces until nightfall. During the 
battle, the Kentucky militia butchered the body of at least one Native American, literally tearing his body into little 

pieces, and scalped 12 other Native Americans. After the battle, the Kentucky militia, who found the bodies of the 

British and their Native Allies, scalped and butchered their bodies. Lewis reported that 12 Americans had been 

killed and 55 wounded (two fatally). The Americans captured one Potawatomi and two members of the Essex 

militia; and killed at least 15 Native Americans. Most of the casualties occurred during the pursuit of the Allied 

forces. After the battle, most of the Kentucky militia camped in Jean Baptiste Jérôme’s yard and orchard. The 

wounded were placed in buildings owned by Jean Baptiste Jérôme, Gabriel Godfroy/Godefroy, and an unnamed 

French Canadian. Lewis and several other officers established their quarters in the home of Jean Baptiste 

Couture. That evening, Lewis advised Ambroise Charland to have his men return to their homes lest the Native 

Americans try to seek vengeance on the men or their families for fighting with the Americans.85   

 

                                                
83 MPHSC, Vol. 15, 215-216 (letter to Sheaffe). 
84 Naveaux, 102-105; Antal, 162-163, 179; River Raisin Battlefield (http://www.riverraisinbattlefield.org/).  
85 Naveaux, 106-123; Antal, 163-166; Heidler and Heidler, 195, 231, 556. Kitson’s first name is not known. 
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Procter organized all available militia and Roundhead gathered additional Native-American warriors for a 

retaliatory attack on Frenchtown/River Raisin and crossed to Brownstown. Winchester’s army departed for 

Frenchtown/River Raisin: 

19 to 20 January 1813 – When Reynolds arrived in Amherstburg at 2:00 a.m. on 19 January to inform Procter that 

the American army had dispersed his troops at Frenchtown/Raisin River, Procter rapidly organized all the available 
troops for a counterattack while Roundhead gathered the Native Americans. Procter left one company of the 

Essex County militia under the bedridden Muir at Fort Detroit, while Colonel James Baby commanded a corporal’s 

guard of artillerymen and the invalids at Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden. On the 19th, Captain Joseph Tallon, his 

troops from the 10th Royal Volunteers, artillery, some sailors and militia crossed the Detroit River and advanced to 

Brownstown; they hauled cannon and small howitzers on sleds. When they reached Brownstown, they met the 

retreating warriors from Frenchtown/River Raisin. The remaining British forces from Detroit and Amherstburg, 

additional militia, Provincial Marines, and Native Americans joined them within 24 hours. After Winchester 

learned of the American victory shortly before sunrise on 19th, he ordered Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Wells to 

reinforce the troops at Frenchtown/River Raisin with 250-300 regulars. Wells and his troops departed for 

Frenchtown between 10:00 a.m. and noon; Winchester, his aides, staff, and headquarters troops also departed on the 

19th. Meanwhile in Frenchtown, Lewis worried that his men, who did not have winter clothing, would suffer from 

the cold. Lewis ordered the occupation of Hubert Lacroix’s unfinished house and displaced the tenants from 
George McDougall’s house. Joseph Loranger voluntarily turned over flour and other provisions worth about 

$10,000 to the Americans. The officers occupied most of the other remaining buildings, while the men camped in 

the gardens and around the outbuildings in Frenchtown. Although tall pickets enclosed three sides of the farms and 

gardens, they were not strong enough to withstand artillery fire. Winchester arrived on 20 January. After consulting 

with Lewis, Winchester did not believe that the British could muster enough men to overwhelm his army. Wells 

and the reinforcements arrived between 2:00 and 3:00 p.m.; his men made a temporary camp on the Réaume farm 

several hundred yards from the rest of the troops. Winchester now had a force of almost 1,000 men under his 

command in Frenchtown/River Raisin. He suggested, but did not order, Wells to fortify his position for the night. 

Winchester made his headquarters in the home of François Navarre on the south side of the River almost a mile 

from his troops who were on the north side of the River. Whitmore Knaggs acted as Winchester’s interpreter. 

Meanwhile, Jacques (Jocko) Lacelle had been spying on the Kentucky troops. When he returned home, his 
daughter, Nannette, transcribed a letter from her father to Procter; the letter pointed out the gap in the camps of the 

regulars and the militia. Lacelle’s brother-in-law, George Blue Jacket, brought the letter to Procter.86  

 

Winchester dismissed reports that the British were camped at Brownstown and failed to take adequate 

measures to protect his troops.  The British troops, militia, and their Allies moved to Swan Creek about six 

miles from Frenchtown/River Raisin: 

21 January 1813 – Winchester sent out Pierre Navarre, Robert Navarre, Alexis Navarre, and Jacques Navarre 

as scouts as far as Brownstown on 21 January. Although they didn’t see any sign of the British, they met Joseph 

Bordeau who had escaped from imprisonment at Fort Amherstburg/Malden. Bordeau reported that he had seen 

Procter’s assembled troops and that the British planned to attack the Americans. Meanwhile, Winchester was 

requesting reinforcements from Harrison. When the Navarre brothers and Bordeau returned to Frenchtown/River 

Raisin, they reported to Winchester, with Jacques Lacelle acting as interpreter. After the Navarre brothers 
admitted that they had not seen the British themselves, Winchester dismissed them, firmly believing that they were 

victims of exaggeration and overactive imaginations. He firmly believed that it would be several days before the 

British could organize offensive operations. Samuel Wells demanded that Winchester provide a better plan for the 

safety of the army and was part of a tour of the area with Winchester and Lewis. They toured the area for about 

three hours and selected a spot to build a new camp and build breastworks but decided that the work would not 

begin until the next morning so that they could gather the necessary tools and teams of horses. The officers retired to 

their respective quarters about 3:00 p.m. Alexis Solo reported to Lewis that he had learned that the British were 

camped at Brownstown. Lewis responded by forbidding his men to leave the camp, and told them to expect an 

attack the following morning. He also stationed the guards further outside the camp perimeter. Meanwhile, 

Procter’s forces consisting of 336 regulars, 212 men from Essex County’s 1st and 2nd militia, 19 men from the 

Indian Department, including 16 interpreters, and 28 Provincial Marines, Roundhead, Splitlog, and Walk-in-the-

Water, and about 600 warriors advanced from Brownstown to Swan Creek, six miles from Frenchtown/River 

Raisin. Laurent Durocher, Louis Lafontaine, and other Frenchtown/River Raisin residents also warned 

                                                
86 Naveaux, 124-137; Antal, 166-167. Réaume’s first name is not known. 



The War of 1812 – Preludes to the War and Key Events Occurring During the War 

in Present Present-day Michigan, Northeastern Ohio, and Essex County, Ontario 

Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM Member ©2012 and 2013 

27 

Winchester of an impending British attack, but Winchester remained confident. That evening, Winchester invited 

his officers to a dinner at the Navarre home. Winchester did not issue any specific orders that evening, although he 

expected his officers would send out guards and patrols as a routine matter. A little after sundown, after Wells 

repeated his request to return to Harrison’s camp to get reinforcements, Winchester granted his request. Major 

Elijah McClanahan, who replaced Wells, ordered his men to form up if attacked and to move to close the gap 

between their camp and the militia camp. That evening, after Médard Couture and Adjutant John McCalla 
reported to Colonels Lewis and Allen and Majors Madison and Garrard that the British and Native Americans 

were within four miles of Frenchtown/River Raisin, the officers rushed out to inform their men. Garrard stationed a 

picket guard outside the fences; Lewis doubled the guard on the fence and sent word to Winchester. It was too cold, 

however, to send scouts to find the British and give warning of their approach. Lewis also ordered Ensign Harrow 

to round up the troops who were still wandering around Frenchtown/River Raisin. Harrow returned from his 

mission about 1:00 a.m. By this time, most of the officers had gone to bed, convinced that Winchester was correct 

in his belief that the army was not in danger of an immediate British attack.87   

 
Diorama at the River Raisin Battlefield Center Visitor’s Center88 

 

The British, Canadian militia, and their Native-American allies defeated Winchester’s troops; the following 

day, Native Americans retaliated against the Americans by killing 30 to 60 wounded Americans: 

22 to 23 January 1813 – Procter’s forces broke camp at Swan Creek during the pre-dawn hours and advanced to 

Frenchtown/River Raisin by dawn, surprising Winchester’s army. During the battle, the Kentucky militia mixed 

buckshot with musket rounds, a method that was so disdained that the British refused to use captured ammunition. 

The Americans also fired on the wounded, violating European war standards. Roundhead and Brandy Jack, a 

Wyandot, captured Winchester about midmorning. Procter was able to convince Winchester to order the 

remaining Americans to surrender by 11:00 a.m., although the troops on the north side of the river were relatively 

untouched by the battle. During the battle, Procter, Roundhead, Splitlog, and Walk-in-the-Water’s forces killed 

about 220 and captured almost 500; while the Americans killed 24 British troops or militia and wounded 160; the 

Native American losses are not known. Prior to departing for Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden at noon, Procter 
ordered the residents of Frenchtown/River Raisin to withdraw to Detroit for protection. Many residents fled to 

Detroit, others left for Ohio. Procter took the non-wounded American prisoners and most of his army back to Fort 

Amherstburg/Fort Malden because he feared the arrival of American reinforcements. The 495 American prisoners 

were later transported to Fort George where the militia were paroled; Winchester and the regulars were transported 

to Québec. Forty-eight to eighty injured Americans were left in French-Canadian homes under the care of their 

surgeons because Procter lacked adequate sleighs and vessels to transport them to Amherstburg. It is likely that 

Procter believed that Harrison’s troops would rescue the wounded. A handful of interpreters and approximately 24 

Native Americans also remained in Frenchtown/River Raisin, although they withdrew that evening to Stoney 

Creek. The next morning, the Native Americans entered Frenchtown/River Raisin where they robbed the wounded, 

killed those who were unable to walk, and ordered the remainder outside. The Native Americans set fire to the 

homes that had served as hospitals, and marched the remaining wounded out of the settlement, killing those who 
could not walk. The number of wounded killed on the 23rd varies between 30-60. Later interviews and 

correspondence attributed the Native-American actions to a number of causes, including retaliation against the 

Americans who killed and desecrated the bodies of Native Americans in the battle on the 18th and the 22nd; the 

Frenchtown/River Raisin collaborators who refused to aid the Wyandots as they retreated from the Maumee Rapids 

                                                
87 Naveaux, 137-147; Antal, 163-167. Ensign Harrow’s first name is not known. 
88 http://www.riverraisinbattlefield.org/visitorscenter.htm. The foliage in the diorama is innacurate if it is intendend 

to represent one of the battles of Frenchtown/River Raisin. 
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the previous fall; the residents who joined the Americans in the battle on the 18th; and the Americans who tortured 

and fired upon Native-American and British wounded.89   
 

 
Lossing’s Map of the 22 January 1813 Battle of Frenchtown/River Raisin90 

 

Procter declared martial law in the Michigan Territory: 

Late January to late February 1813 – A troop shortage prevented British Colonel Henry Procter from pursuing the 

Americans after his victory at the battle of Frenchtown/River Raisin. When he returned to Detroit, however, he 

learned that a number of the residents had been involved in a plot to capture the fort. Therefore, he garrisoned 100 

British regulars at Detroit and ordered 29 of the prominent citizens to leave the Michigan Territory. After Judge 

Augustus Woodward protested that this action would violate the articles of capitulation, Procter temporarily 
delayed the implementation of his order. On 4 February 1813, Procter declared martial law in the territory because 

he feared a general insurrection. Relations with Woodward deteriorated rapidly after Woodward held Procter 

personally responsible for the atrocities of 23 January. During the subsequent investigation into the Native actions 

on 23 January, their relationship reached the point where Woodward demanded his passport and departed from 

Detroit on 24 February. The winter of 1812/1813 was also difficult for many Detroit residents because of the influx 

of soldiers, food shortages, disease, and Native-American attacks on the residents and their property.91    

 

Essex and Kent County leaders petitioned for aid, additional troops, and that the militia be allowed to sow 

their crops: 

26 February 1813 – A number of the principal militia officers, members of the Indian Department, civic leaders, and 

merchants from Essex and Kent County wrote a memorial to Governor General George Prevost. The petition 
stressed the importance of Detroit and Amherstburg and the growth of American General William Henry 

Harrison’s forces at the Maumee Rapids. The petition pointed out that the aid of the Native Americans was 

necessary in order to win the war against the Americans and that the garrisons at Detroit and Amherstburg needed 

to be substantially increased in order to retain the forts. They reminded Prevost of Isaac Brock’s belief that at least 

1,600 regulars should be stationed at Amherstburg. The petition also pointed out that because the militia had been 

absent from their farms, a large proportion of the crops had been destroyed and very little wheat had been sown. 

                                                
89 Naveaux, 149-249; MPHSC, Vol. 8, 642-647, 647-648; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 226-230, 234-240; Antal, 167-181, 194-

202; Barnett and Rosentreter, 75-76. Author’s note: Jean Baptiste Romain dit Sanscrainte, although a resident of 

Frenchtown/River Raisin, acted as an interpreter for the British Indian Department. 
90 Lossing, 358. 
91 MPHSC, Vol. 8, 642; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 241-243; Barnett and Rosentreter, 76. 
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Therefore, they anticipated great scarcities of food during the year. They begged that the militia be left on the farms 

to grow spring crops of Indian corn and oats.92 

 

British troops, militia, and Native Americans departed for an expedition against Fort Meigs: 

24 April to 9 May 1813 – Procter departed from Fort Amherstburg/Malden with 533 British troops, 462 militia, 

and approximately 1,200 Native Americans commanded by Tecumseh and Roundhead for an expedition against 
Fort Meigs (near modern-day Perrysburg, Ohio) commanded by Harrison. The siege of the fort began on 1 May 

with 20 – 30 pieces of artillery. Procter ended the bombardment after four days when a troop of Kentucky militia 

arrived to reinforce the fort. The British lifted the siege on 9 May and returned to Canada. During the siege, the 

British losses were 14 killed, 47 wounded, and 41 imprisoned. The American losses were 135 killed, 188 wounded, 

and 547 prisoners. The Native-American losses are not known.93  

 

Siege of Fort Meigs: 

6 May 1813 – While Procter’s troops were attacking Fort Meigs, the militia captains from Essex and Kent Counties 

requested permission to allow their men to return to their farms so they could plant corn and prevent a famine during 

the winter of 1813/1814. The following militia captains signed the petition: William Shaw, William Caldwell, 

George Jacob, William Buchanan, John Dolson, William Elliot, William Sterling, and James Askin.94  

 
Lossing’s Illustration of the siege of Fort Meigs95 

 

Procter ordered Father Gabriel Richard to leave Detroit: 

21 May to 16 June 1813 – On 21 May, Procter ordered Father Gabriel Richard to leave Detroit and placed him in 

the custody of Father Jean Baptiste Marchand, the pastor of Assumption in Sandwich. On 16 June, Procter 

visited Marchand and Richard with Jacques Baby. Procter offered Richard the choice of exile or of making a 

declaration that he would keep his opinions to himself. Richard signed the declaration and Procter allowed him to 

return to Detroit.96  

 

 

                                                
92 MPHSC, Vol. 15, 250-252; Antal, 208-209. 
93 MPHSC, Vol. 40, 524-526; MPHSC, Vol. 15, 275-278, 289-291; Antal, 219-234; Sugden, 324-339; Heidler and  

Heidler, 343-344; 431.  
94 MPHSC, Vol. 15, 280; Antal, 230.  
95 Lossing, 488. 
96 George Paré, The Catholic Church in Detroit 1701-1888 (Detroit, Michigan: The Gabriel Richard Press, 1951), 

316-317. Author’s note: Paré points out that the story that Tecumseh helped secure Richard’s release was not 

published until 1855 and that no contemporary evidence exists that Tecumseh played any role in Richard’s release. 



The War of 1812 – Preludes to the War and Key Events Occurring During the War 

in Present Present-day Michigan, Northeastern Ohio, and Essex County, Ontario 

Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM Member ©2012 and 2013 

30 

Father Jean Baptiste Marchand was unable to visit the St. Pierre, Tilbury, mission/parish: 

2 June 1813 to 30 January 1814 – Father Marchand, who in addition to his duties at Assumption, also served at St. 

Pierre at Jeannette’s Creek/Thames River (Tilbury) as well as at St. Jean Baptiste in Amherstburg, made the last 

entry of 1813 in the St. Pierre, Tilbury, mission/parish register on 2 June 1813. The next entry appears on 30 January 

1814, when Father Marchand revisited the mission.97 

 

British attacked Fort Meigs and Fort Stephenson: 

15 July to 3 August 1813 – On 15 July 1813, American Major George Croghan arrived at the newly-reconstructed 

Fort Stephenson (present-day Fremont, Ohio) with two companies of the 17th United States Infantry. After their 

defeat at Fort Meigs, Tecumseh and the Native Americans convinced Procter to try another attack on the Fort. 

Procter, Tecumseh, and 3,000 – 4,000 Native Americans began the siege on 21 July. Procter attempted to draw 

men out of the fort by feigning an attack on a relief party, but Green Clay, its commander, refused to send men out 

of the stockade. Procter and Tecumseh were unwilling to attempt a direct assault on the fort so they withdrew and 

marched to attack Fort Stephenson; their forces arrived on 29 July. Croghan refused to surrender on 1 August, so 

Procter tried a direct attack the following day. When the British attempt to storm the fort failed, Procter ordered 

his men to retreat to Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden. The attack on Fort Stephenson was the last British offensive 

operation in the Lake Erie region during the war.98  

 
Lossing’s Illustration of the Attack on Fort Stephenson99 

 

Battle of Lake Erie: 

10 September 1813 – American Captain Oliver Hazard Perry defeated the British Squadron commanded by 

British Captain Robert Heriot Barclay in the decisive Battle of Lake Erie (at Put-in-Bay, Ohio), which gave the 

Americans control of Lake Erie.100   

                                                
97 www.Ancestry.com, Drouin Collection, S > St Pierre > 1802-1836 > 20. 
98 MPHSC, Vol. 15, 347-350; Antal, 252-262; Sugden, 345-349; Heidler and Heidler, 138-139, 344, 489-490.  
99 Lossing, 503. 
100 MPHSC, Vol. 15, 377-378; Antal, 263-267, 275-293; Heidler and Heidler, 290-293; Barnett and Rosentreter, 77. 
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William Henry Powell’s 1873 painting of the Battle of Lake Erie showing 

Oliver Hazard Perry transferring from the Lawrence to the Niagara101 
 

Procter realized that his position at Fort Amherstburg was untenable: 

12 to 17 September 1813 – Procter learned the fate of the British Squadron on 12 September from a member of the 

Indian Department and some Natives whom Procter had sent to Lake Erie. After the British loss, Procter realized 

that his position at Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden was untenable. The British had not only lost the squadron, and 

fort guns as well as 250 regulars and any hope to supply Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden. The following day, the 

stock of flour at Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden was depleted and they had to substitute wheat and potatoes as food 

for the Natives. William Jones, superintendant of issues for the British Indian Department, estimated that the 

Native population consisted of at least 10,000 adults and an unknown number of children. Procter declared martial 

law on 13 September in order to facilitate the requisitioning of foodstuffs, horses, and wagons and to apprehend 

“traitorous or disaffected persons.” Procter then summoned the chiefs to meet with him at Amherstburg, met with 
the heads of the various departments at Sandwich, and issued instructions for the military evacuation of the area by 

way of the Thames River. Procter also placed Lieutenant Colonel William Evans in charge of moving 

noncombatants to the east. Procter knew that he must preserve the alliance with the Native Americans; that retreat 

was essential in order for his troops to survive; and that the Thames was the only practical route.102 

 

Procter met with Tecumseh and Native-American chiefs: 

15 to 20 September 1813 – During a council with Tecumseh and the Native-American chiefs on 15 September, 

Procter explained that the garrison at Amherstburg was defenseless, that the British could not prevent the 

American army from landing in Detroit or Amherstburg, and that the area lacked provisions. He proposed 

destroying the forts and public buildings in Detroit, Amherstburg, and Sandwich, and that the troops and Native 

Americans retreat from the area to the Thames and then to Niagara. Although the chiefs were divided in their 

opinion, Tecumseh, angered by what he believed was cowardice, resisted the move, and argued that they would be 
better within the garrison at Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden than on the run. The Native Americans believed that 

the British were abandoning them and reminded Procter that Brock had pledged to get the lands back that the 

Americans had stolen from them. Tecumseh ended his speech by requesting that Procter leave the arms and 

ammunition so that the Natives could continue the war alone. Procter asked for the customary delay to reply. In the 

meantime, he ordered Matthew Elliott and the other members of the Indian Department to reason with the chiefs. 

When Procter met with Elliott on 18 September, he learned that the alliance with the Native Americans was in 

danger of being broken. On 20 September, Procter met again with Tecumseh without his fellow chiefs. Procter 

showed Tecumseh a map of the area and explained that he intended to fortify the forks of the Thames at present-day 

Chatham and would make a stand against Harrison there. Tecumseh then spent two hours with the other chiefs 

prior to the council convincing them that a retreat was necessary. After a brief conference with the other Native 

Americans, Tecumseh, a number of the other chiefs, and approximately 1,000 out of an estimated 3,000 warriors 
agreed to follow the British and made their preparations to evacuate the area with their families.103  

 

                                                
101 Wikipedia Commons, accessed 28 January 2013. 
102 MPHSC, Vol. 15, 378; Antal, 297-302. 
103 Antal, 302-305; Sugden, 357-366; Barnett and Rosentreter, 77; Heidler and Heidler, 326-327. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Battle_erie.jpg


The War of 1812 – Preludes to the War and Key Events Occurring During the War 

in Present Present-day Michigan, Northeastern Ohio, and Essex County, Ontario 

Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM Member ©2012 and 2013 

32 

The British made plans to leave Sandwich, Amherstburg, and Detroit: 

21 to 26 September 1813 – The British made preparations to leave Sandwich, Amherstburg, and Detroit. Procter 

ordered James Baby to oversee the repair of the bridges between Sandwich and the Thames. On 22 and 23 

September, Lieutenant Colonel Evans oversaw the evacuation of women, children, invalids, and prisoners by boat. 

The commissariat established a slaughterhouse, bake ovens, and a small depot at Dover. Many of the militia officers 

and their families preceded the evacuation of the regulars, but the rest of the inhabitants remained on their farms 
because they lacked wagons or other means to transport their families and possessions.104 

 

Harrison’s troops landed south of Amherstburg; the British left the Detroit area: 

27 to 28 September 1813 – On 27 September, having learned from a small company of dragoons left at Amherstburg 

to observe Harrison’s movements that the Americans had landed with three to five thousand troops at Bar Point, 

south of Amherstburg, the British burned the public buildings in Sandwich and Amherstburg. At 5:00 p.m. Procter 

ordered the evacuation. That evening, Adam Muir’s men torched Fort Detroit and he evacuated his 120-man 

garrison to join Procter’s forces. After the departure of the garrison, the Detroit residents extinguished the flames. 

Although Procter commanded 880 of all ranks, over 100 rank and file were sick or wounded, and another 200 

attended the sick, escorted prisoners, manned boats, drove cattle, or transported goods.105  

 

Harrison garrisoned Amherstburg, Sandwich, and Detroit prior to planning to overtake Procter’s troops: 
29 September 1813 – Harrison proclaimed the re-establishment of American law in the Michigan Territory and 

garrisoned Amherstburg, Sandwich, and Detroit before meeting with his officers and determining that they could 

overtake Procter’s troops in three or four days.106 

 

The Battle of the Thames or Moraviantown: 

5 October 1813 – Harrison’s force of 3,000 officers and troops and approximately 200 Wyandot, Shawnee, and 

Seneca warriors from Ohio defeated Procter and Tecumseh’s forces in the Battle of the Thames or Moraviantown 

(present-day, Kent County, Ontario). The British forces involved in the battle consisted of 450 troops and 500 to 

800 Native Americans. Although a number of members of the militia accompanied the British retreat with their 

families and belongings, most were well ahead of the troops on the day of the battle. William Caldwell, Matthew 

Elliott, and François Baby were known to have been present at the battle. Tecumseh’s death in the battle led to the 
collapse of the Native-American Confederacy and their support of the British. The Americans captured 600 

British soldiers, killed at least 45, and wounded 36, while the British and/or Native Americans killed seven 

Americans and wounded 22.107  

 
Lossing’s illustration of the Battle of the Thames108 

                                                
104 MPHSC, Vol. 15, 427-428; Antal, 305-307. 
105 Antal, 307-309, 315-317; Sugden, 362-363; Sugden, 362-363 (states he landed with 5,000 troops); Barnett and 

Rosentreter, 77 (states he landed with 4,000 troops); Fort Malden National Historic Site (states he landed with 3,000 
troops).  
106 Antal, 317; Barnett and Rosentreter, 77. 
107 MPHSC, Vol. 15, 407-408, 428-429, 444-446; Antal, 317, 331-349; Sugden, 368-375; Barnett and Rosentreter, 

77; Heidler and Heidler, 432, 508-511. 
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Battle of the Thames – William Emmons’ 1833 hand colored lithograph109 

 

Harrison’s troops burned Moraviantown and planned to recapture Michilimackinac/Mackinac Island: 

5 to 10 October 1813 – Harrison’s troops burned Moraviantown on 7 October after they had stripped the village of 

all of its booty. Harrison returned to Sandwich on 10 October; that same day a violent storm on Lake St. Clair 

capsized a schooner and several boats containing most of the booty and equipment captured during the campaign. 

Following the storm, Harrison and Oliver Hazard Perry determined that it was too late in the season to attempt to 

recapture Michilimackinac/Mackinac Island.110  

 

Harrison concluded a formal armistice with the local chiefs, announced that martial law remained in effect, 

and installed Lewis Cass as military and civil governor of the Michigan Territory: 

16 to 23 October 1813 – On 16 October, Harrison concluded a formal armistice with the chiefs of the Potawatomi, 

Miami, Ottawa, Ojibwa/Chippewa, Wea, and Wyandot in preparation for a general council with these 

Tribes/Nations. The chiefs agreed to surrender all remaining prisoners, surrender any Native Americans committing 
any future depredations, and to provide hostages to guarantee their good faith. On 17 October, Harrison and Perry 

announced that martial law remained in force in the Michigan Territory and the Western District of Upper Canada. 

Harrison installed Lewis Cass as military and civil governor of the Michigan Territory and left 1,000 regulars to 

garrison the area. On 23 October, Harrison departed from the area with his remaining 1,300 regulars to take part in 

offensive operations in the area of Niagara.111 

  

The Americans built Fort Covington near Amherstburg, strengthened Fort Detroit, and converted a school 

house in Sandwich to a barracks: 

Fall/Winter 1813/1814 – The Americans built a new fort named Fort Covington near the burned-out Fort 

Amherstburg/Fort Malden, strengthened Fort Detroit, which was renamed Fort Shelby, and converted the school in 

Sandwich to a barracks that was surrounded by a log palisade. At least 700 soldiers died of a mysterious epidemic 
during the winter. To combat food shortages, Colonel John Miller, military governor of the Western District, 

ordered the residents to deliver all surplus grain produced between Point Pelée and the Thames to depots at 

Amherstburg, Sandwich, and Dover.112 

 

 

                                                
109 Library and Archives, portrait gallery. 
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111 MPHSC, Vol. 40, 537-539; Antal, 356-357; Barnett and Rosentreter, 77-78. 
112 MPHSC, Vol. 40, 542-556; Antal, 377.           



The War of 1812 – Preludes to the War and Key Events Occurring During the War 

in Present Present-day Michigan, Northeastern Ohio, and Essex County, Ontario 

Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM Member ©2012 and 2013 

34 

Father Jean Baptiste Marchand failed to make entries in the St. Jean Baptiste register until 25 August 1815 

or the entries were lost: 

November 1813 to 25 August 1815 – Father Marchand made an entry in the St. Jean Baptiste mission/parish 

register in Amherstburg in November 1813. The next entry in the parish register was made on 25 August 1815.113 

 

Hull was court-martialed: 
3 January to 25 March 1814 – American General William Hull’s court-martial was held in Albany, New York. Hull 

was charged with treason, cowardice, and neglect of duty and unofficer-like conduct. The court delivered its verdict 

on 25 March: they acquitted him of the charge of treason but found him guilty of cowardice and neglect of duty. 

Although Hull was condemned to death, President James Madison overruled the death sentence on 25 April.114  

 

The Americans constructed Fort Gratiot; the North West Company made contingency plans in the event that 

the Americans captured Fort Mackinac: 

1814 – The Americans constructed Fort Gratiot (present-day Port Huron, Michigan) at the entrance to Lake Huron 

from the St. Clair River. The North West Company feared that Fort Mackinac would fall to the Americans; 

therefore, they made contingency plans to maintain their trading links to Fort William on Lake Superior by 

travelling to the fort via Hudson Bay.115 

 

The Americans organized two companies of spies in the Detroit River area: 

1814 – The Americans organized two companies of spies, commanded by James H. Audrain and Andrew 

Westbrook, who gathered information regarding the activities of the British and Native Americans in the area 

around the Detroit River.116 

 

Following Napoleons’ abdication, Great Britain and the United States hoped that peace could be negotiated: 

11 April 1814 – Following Napoleon’s abdication on 11 April, Great Britain and the United States hoped that 

peace could be negotiated.117  

 

Robert Dickson and his Native Allies captured Prairie du Chien from the Americans: 

20 July 1814 – South West Fur Company employee, Robert Dickson, and Winnebago, Sac, and Sioux warriors 
captured the American stronghold on the Upper Mississippi at Prairie du Chien (present-day Wisconsin) and beat 

off repeated efforts to retake the post.118   

 

The Second Treaty of Greenville: 

22 July 1814 – The Wyandot, Shawnee, Miami, Delaware, and Seneca Tribes signed the Second Treaty of 

Greenville, which paved the way for more land exploitation in the Northwest.119 

 

British, Canadians, and Native Americans successfully repulsed an American attack on Fort Mackinac: 

4 August to September 1814 – American Commodore Arthur Sinclair, naval commander on Lake Erie, and 

Lieutenant Colonel George Croghan commanded an Army/Navy expedition consisting of five ships and 760 men 

that landed on Mackinac Island on 4 August 1814. British Lieutenant Colonel Robert McDouall commanded 

approximately 200 British and Canadian troops and 350 Native Americans who successfully repulsed the 
American attack. Although the British repulsed the Americans, Croghan’s and Sinclair’s forces destroyed the 
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commercial schooners, Perseverance and Mink, however, and left two schooners, Tigress and Scorpion, to blockade 

the approaches to Fort Mackinac. The crew of the Nancy and part of the Fort’s garrison captured the American 

ships in September and re-christened them the HMS Surprize and HMS Confiance.120   

 

Duncan McArthur led a twenty-four day raid into Upper Canada: 

Summer to November 1814 – Lewis Cass, Michigan’s territorial governor, requested reinforcements after Native 
Americans plundered areas outside Detroit. Cass also feared a British attack. American Brigadier General Duncan 

McArthur, the recently-appointed commander of the Northwestern Army, arrived in Detroit on 9 October 1814 

with more than 600 mounted Kentucky volunteers. On 23 October, McArthur began a twenty-four-day raid into 

Upper Canada (present-day Ontario). McArthur’s forces were augmented by fifty mounted members of the 

Michigan militia. Crossing the St. Clair River near Baldoon, they advanced to Moraviantown and then to the Long 

Point settlement (in present-day Norfolk County, Ontario) on Lake Erie. During this raid, McArthur’s men defeated 

two separate British forces and destroyed numerous mills and other public property. McArthur’s raid was the last 

important military action on the Detroit frontier, although it had little strategic impact.121 

 

The Treaty of Ghent: 

August to December 24, 1814 – The British delegates to the peace negotiations at Ghent demanded the 

establishment of a Native homeland that would be bounded by the former Treaty of Greenville line about midway 
between the Ohio River and Lake Erie. The United States’ delegates, Henry Clay and John Quincy Adams, 

rejected the idea of a Native Homeland. The Treaty of Ghent, signed on 24 December 1814, restored to each 

country, the possessions, rights, and privileges that each country held in 1811. News of the Treaty reached the 

United States on 15 February 1815.122  

 

Proctor was court-martialed: 

December 1814 – Procter was court-martialed in Montréal and found guilty of five charges related to his evacuation 

of Fort Amherstburg/Malden and the battle of the Thames. The court sentenced him to a public reprimand and 

suspended him from rank and pay for six months. Although the judgment was reviewed later in England and the 

sentence was commuted to a simple reprimand, his military career had been ruined.123 

 

The Americans returned Fort Amherstburg to the British; the British returned Fort Mackinac to the United 

States: 

18 July 1815 – The Americans returned Fort Amherstburg/Fort Malden to the British and the British returned Fort 

Mackinac to the United States.124   

 

 
Death of Tecumseh, Frieze of the Rotunda of the United States’ Capitol125 
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