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Mary Field (John & Mary Bennett). Mary was born in about 1697." Little is known about Mary, except her
name “Walahowey,” which is a likely corruption of Waienhawi, meaning “she brings fruit.” Mary married a
Mohawk and visited her birth family in Connecticut? , * . During this visit, she allegedly told her younger
brother, Pedajah, who was born after the attack on Deerfield, that “some day he would be carried off, that
he too, might enjoy the savage life and the benefits of the Catholic religion.™

Freedom French (Thomas & Mary Catlin).® Freedom was born 30 November 1692 in Deerfield.® She
was baptized 6 April 1706 in Montréal and received her new name, Marie-Frangoise.” At the time of her
baptism, Freedom was living in the home of Jean-Jacques Lebé, a Montréal merchant®, ° ; Lebé’s wife,
Frangoise Lemaitre, was her godmother.” Marie-Frangoise was naturalized in 1710." She married Jean
Daveluy dit Larose 6 February 1713 in Montréal?, ** . Jean (Paul & Elisabeth Haguin) was born 14
September 1680 in Riviere- des-Prairies™ and died 22 February 1755 in Montréal. Jean was a mason
and tailor.” Marie-Frangoise died 6 October 1757 in Montréal."”

Children of Marie-Frangcoise French and Jean-Baptiste Daveluy
(Sources: Jetté, p. 311 and PRDH #11425)

. Marie-Frangoise was born 7 March 1714 in Montréal. She died 17 June 1745 in Montréal.

. Catherine Elisabeth was born 27 April 1716 in Montréal. She died 3 July 1716 in Montréal.

Jean Noel was born 24 December 1717 in Montréal. He died 19 March 1718 in Montréal.

. Marie-Elisabeth was born 6 June 1719 in Montréal and died there on 11 February 1733.

. Marie-Louise was born 7 February 1721 in Montréal and died there on 6 September 1721.

Marie-Marguerite was born 10 August 1722 in Montréal. She married Augustin Gauthier 19
February 1748 in Montréal and died 7 April 1752 in Varennes.
7. Jean-Baptiste was born 22 March 1724 in Montréal. He married Marie-Judith Gauthier 20
February 1748 in Varennes.
8. Marie-Anne was born 29 July 1726 in Montréal. She died in Montréal on 22 August 1727.
9. Marie-Anne was born 16 October 1728 in Montréal. She died 16 April 1751 in Montréal.
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10. Louis was born 16 August 1730 in Montréal. He married Suzanne Tougas dit Laviolette on
17 August 1761 in Boucherville.
11. Marie-Jeanne was born 7 August 1738 in Montréal. She died 11 August 1738 in Montréal.

Martha French (Thomas & Mary Catlin).” Martha was born 22 March 1695 in Deerfield.” Martha’s Native
American captors kept her until shortly before her baptism when they gave her to the Congregation of
Notre-Dame.* She was baptized Marthe Marguerite on 23 January 1707 in Montréal* . Marthe was
naturalized in 1710%, probably at the same time as her sister, Maire-Frangoise. Marthe married Jacques
Roy, sieur de Saint-Lambert, 24 November 1711 in Montréal.* Jacques (Pierre & Catherine Ducharme)*
was born 13 May 1688 in Laprairie® and died 8 August 1731 in Montréal.* Jacques was a weaver and the
younger brother of Pierre Roy who lived in the Détroit region and married Marguerite Quabankikoué.”
One of Jacques Roy’s two brothers named Pierre attended the wedding, as did Alphonse de Tonty.” ltis
impossible to say which brother Pierre this was, but it was more probably the younger Pierre married to
Marie-Angélique Faye, since the older Pierre was at Fort Pontchartrain in the fall of 1711, specifically on 30
October.”

After Jacques’ death, Martha married Jean-Louis Ménard on 4 May 1733 in St. Laurent.* Jean-Louis
(Jacques & Marie-Amable Roy) was born 19 June 1702 in the parish of St. Sepulchre, city of St. Omer,
department of Pas de Calais, province of Artois.* Marthe Marguerite died 1 May 1762 in Montréal.®
Marthe and Jean Louis’ grandson, Joseph Octave Plessis (son of their daughter, Marie Louise, and
Joseph Amable Plessis, a Montréal blacksmith) was an author, politician and Archbishop of Québec.*
Two of her sons visited Fort Massachusetts in 1751.%

Marie-Frangoise (Freedom) and Marthe French had a younger sister, Abigail, who lived and died at
Kahnawake, remaining a single woman.*

Children of Marthe Marguerite French and Jacques Roy, sieur de Saint-Lambert
(Sources: Jetté, p. 1022 and PRDH #11033)
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1. Marie-Anne Marguerite was born 27 November 1712 in Montréal. She died 27 April 1713
in Montréal.

2. Marie-Joséphe was born 31 March 1714 in Montréal. She married Pierre Archambault 22
June 1739 in Montréal.

3. Marie-Catherine was born 3 September 1716 in Montréal. She died 28 December 1716 in
Montréal.

4. Jacques was born 5 April 1718 in Montréal. He married Marie-Frangoise Prudhomme 16
August 1740 in Montréal.

5. André was born 28 April 1720 in Montréal.

6. Pierre was born 29 January 1722 in Montréal. He married Elisabeth Marie Fournier dit
Préfontaine 24 November 1749 in Longueuil. He married Marie Anne Simon dit Delorme dit
Lapointe 8 February 1762 in Montréal.

7. Marguerite was born 22 January 1724 in Montréal. She died 12 July 1731 in St. Laurent.
8. Laurent was born 7 August 1725 in St. Laurent. He married Marie-Catherine Cordier 22 April
1748 in Montréal.

9. Marie-Suzanne was born 15 November 1727 in Montréal. She died 28 July 1728 in St.
Laurent.

10. Sylvestre was born 30 May 1729 in St. Laurent. He died 19 March 1733 in St. Laurent.
11. Marie-Angélique was born 9 May 1731 in St. Laurent.

Children of Marthe Marguerite French and Jean-Louis Ménard
(Source: PRDH #18506)

1. Marie-Anne was born 30 March 1734 in St. Laurent. She married Jean-Baptiste Perrault dit
Poitevin 27 June 1752 in Montréal.

2. Marie-Louise was born 7 December 1735 in St. Laurent. She married Joseph Plessis dit
Belair 24 July 1752 in Montréal.

3. Jacques was born 10 April 1737 in St. Laurent.

4. Marie-Marguerite was born 30 July 1738 in St. Laurent. She married Etienne Simon dit
Delorme dit Lapointe 24 January 1757 in Montréal.

5. Jean-Pierre was born 4 December 1739 in St. Laurent.

Mary Harris (John & Mehitable Danks).*® Mary was born 1693 - 1695 in Springfield, Massachusetts.
Gale lon Harris believes that she was the “servant girle” living with Simon Beamon and his wife when all
three were captured during the raid on Deerfield.®® Mary married a Native American and had “several
children”.* One of her sons, who may have been named Joseph, participated in the illegal fur trade
between Kahnawake and Albany.* Two of her sons visited fellow captive Joseph Kellogg in Suffield,
Connecticut in 1744. Kellogg interviewed them about “the affairs of Canada” and found one of them to
be “a very inteligable man about thirty years of age”.*

Mary was living in an Iroquois village near Cochocton, Ohio in 1751. English traders had named the village
“White Woman’s Creek” in her honor. Christopher Gist” met Mary on January 15 and made the following
* Gale lon Harris, F.A.S.G., “John and Mehitable (Danks) Harris of Northampton and Springfield, Massachusetts -

Probable Parents of Mary Harris, the Deerfield ‘Indian Captive”, The American Genealogist, July/October,
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Britannica, CD 2000.
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notation in his journal: “Tuesday 15.--We left Muskingum and went W 5 M, to the White Womans Creek, on
which is a small Town; this White Woman was taken away from New England when she was not above Ten
years old, by the French Indians; She is now upwards of fifty, and has an Indian husband and several
children --Her name is Mary Harris, she still remembers they used to be very religious in New England, and
wonders how the White Men can be so wicked as she has seen them in these woods.”®

Mary or another white woman was the subject of a 19th century fabrication which claimed that she had
murdered her husband, the fictional “Eagle Feather” in Ohio. As Gale lon Harris pointed out in his article
on her parents, this fabrication was exposed in 1924.* Although | do not know where this fabrication
originated, nor how it was exposed as a fabrication, it appears in the History of Coshocton, Ohio on
page 236.* The “Mary Harris” of the fabrication was captured between 1730 and 1740 (rather than 1704)
and allegedly told Christopher Gist about the murder of Eagle Feather by a white woman he had captured
and brought into his wigwam. Although Gist’s journal notes that a woman captive had been murdered on
26 December 1750, the only portion of Gist's journal which refers to Mary is quoted above. There is no
mention of an “Eagle Feather” or of his murder.

By 1756, Mary was back in Kahnawake, * where she spoke to Robert Eastman, a native of Pennsylvania,
who was captured during the Seven Year’'s War. She told Eastman that she had been captured as a child
from Deerfield.*” One of her sons, Peter, had become an “important war leader™® and was referred to as
the “French Captain”.*

Hannah Hurst (Hust in Jetté and Hus in PRDH) (Thomas & Sarah Jeffreys).*® Hannah was born about
1694°" and was naturalized prior to 1712.* She was baptized and given the name Marie Kaiennonni on
13 June 1712 at Sault-au-Récollet.* Hannah / Marie married a Native American. Fr. Gay, the mission
priest, must have been concerned about the marriage between a captive and a Native American because
he suggested that she leave the Mission. She assured him that she wished “to live with them always.”
Sister Agnes (Mary Sayward, a captive from York, Maine) assured the priest that she had often heard Marie
say this.** Fr. Gay had also notified her brother, Thomas, about her intended marriage. Although Thomas
did not attend the wedding, he was present on 12 June to hear the publication of the banns. Marie /
Hannah married Michael Anenharison, a widower, 14 June 1712.%* Michael was born about 1680.5
Coleman was able to find a baptismal record for one son, Simon, who was baptized 27 September 1719,
presumably at Sault-au-Récollet.” Unfortunately, the parish registers prior to 1736 are no longer extant.*
Further complicating the issue, the names “Kaiennonni” and “Anenharison” do not appear in PRDH,
preventing the researcher from obtaining a more complete picture of this family.
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* Gale lon Harris, p. 343.

“ N .N. Hill, Jr. History of Coshocton County, Ohio. A. A. Graham & Co. Publishers, 1881
<http://www.heritagepursuit.com/Coshocoton/cofile1.htm>

“ Rev. John Williams. Memoir of Rev. John Williams, part of The Redeemed Captive. Applewood Books,
p. 121.

" Haefeli and Sweeney, p. 224.

¢ Ibid.

* Coleman, vol. 2, p. 88.

% Jetté, p. 585.

*! Coleman, vol. 2, p. 96.

% Haefeli and Sweeney, p. 220.

* Coleman, vol. 2, p. 96.

** Ibid.

** Ibid.

* Ibid.

*” Coleman, vol. 2, p. 97.

* PRDH, parish statistics.

137




A Tribute to the Deerfield Captives — Part 11
Diane Wolford Sheppard © All Rights Reserved — Originally published in Michigan’s Habitant Heritage, July 2004 (Vol. 25 #3)

Thomas Hurst (Hustin Jetté and Hus in PRDH) (Thomas & Sarah Jeffreys).* Thomas was born 3 June
1690 in Deerfield.® He was baptized 17 January 1706 in Montréal.®" At the time of his baptism, Thomas
was living at Notre-Dame-de-Lorette.® Thomas, his mother, and siblings, Elisabeth, Anne and Antoine
(Ebenezer) were naturalized in 1710.%

Prior to his marriage, the Sulpicians loaned Thomas money to purchase land, build a home, money for a
chest, clothing and linen, on the condition that he remain in New France. Thomas was responsible for
repaying the loan if he died without children or left the country.* Thomas married Marguerite Thibault on
27 April 1716 in Riviere-des-Prairies.®® Marguerite (Pierre & Catherine Beaudry)* was baptized 9 July
1693 at Pointe-aux-Trembles.” Marguerite was buried 27 December 1716 at Riviere-des-Prairies.®®
Thomas married Marie-Frangoise Rouleau on 28 February 1718 in Montréal.® Marie-Frangoise (Louis &
Frangoise Geoffrion) was born 25 September 1700 in Montréal.”” Thomas’ death record does not appear
in PRDH, but his widow married Jean-Baptiste Leblanc on 19 November 1742 in Sault-au-Récollet.”

Children of Thomas Hurst and Marie-Frangoise Rouleau
(Sources: Jetté, p. 585 & PRDH #

1. Thomas was born 9 May 1719 in Riviere-des-Prairies. He died 16 April 1720 in Riviere-des-
Prairies.
2. Female infant was born 19 April 1721 and died the same day at Riviere-des-Prairies.
3. Marie-Frangoise was born 17 November 1722 in Riviere-des-Prairies. She married
Ambroise Ignace Cazal dit Lalime on 26 September 1746 at Sault-au-Récollet.
4. Marie-Frangoise was born 2 September 1724 at Riviére-des-Prairies. She married André
Frangois Cazal dit Lalime dit Girardeau 1 February 1746 at Sault-au-Récollet. She died 10 April
1750 in Chambly.
5. Marie Anne was born 3 November 1726 in Riviére-des-Prairies.
6. Marie-Joséphe was born 27 March 1728 in Riviere-des-Prairies. She died 8 July 1728 in
Riviere-des-Prairies.
7. Female infant was born 19 April 1730 and died the same day in St. Laurent.
8. Marie-Joséphe was born 25 October 1731 in Riviére-des-Prairies. She married Jean-
Baptiste Corbeil dit Tranchemontagne 17 May 1756 in Sault-au-Récollet.
9. Jean-Baptiste Amable was born 14 October 1733 at Riviere-des-Prairies. He died 15 July
1734 at Riviére-des-Prairies.
10. Jean-Baptiste was born 28 April 1735 at Riviere-des-Prairies. He died 2 May 1735 at
Riviére- des-Prairies.
11. Joseph Marie was born 2 June 1736 at Riviére-des-Prairies.
12. Marie-Catherine was born 14 February 1739 at Oka. She married Gabriel Ethier 7
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that Frangoise Rouleau is the widow of Thomas Hurst/Hus. Her parents are listed as Louis Rouleau and Frangoise
Jofrion.]
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November 1763 at Sault-au-Récollet.
13. Marie-Joséphe was born 28 April 1741 at Sault-au-Récollet and died there 9 June 1742.

Joanna Kellogg (Martin & Sarah Dickinson).” Joanna was born in 1693.” Joanna married a Native
American from Kahnawake, who may have been known as Sachem Hendrick.” The couple had seven
children. Joanna brought her children to New England to visit her half brother, Martin.” Like her fellow

captives who lived at Kahnawake, details regarding her family are not available due to the lack of records
prior to 1735.

Abigail Nims (Nimbs dit Touatogouach in Jetté) (Godfrey & Mehitable Smead).™ Abigail was born 6
November 1700 in Deerfield.” Her Native American captor or “master” brought her to the mission where
she was placed in the care of the squaw Ganastasi who may have been his wife or mother.™ Abigail was
adopted into the cabane of the chiefs of the family of the bear.” Ganastasi brought Abigail to Montréal
where she was baptized Marie Elisabeth on 15 June 1704.* *  Marie Elisabeth LeMoyne, daughter of
Charles LeMoyne, baron de Longueuil, was her godmother. Although the Mission of the Mountain had
already moved to Sault-au-Récollet, Ganastasi may have lingered on the Montréal side of the island.
Eventually, Abigail / Marie Elisabeth moved to the new location.®

In 1712, John Nims came to Québec with Lieutenant Samuel Williams to redeem Abigail / Marie Elisabeth
and their younger brother, Ebenezer, offering a considerable sum for their ransom. The Native Americans
were willing to accept the ransom if she had been willing to return to New England. Abigail / Marie
Elisabeth allegedly said that she “preferred to be a poor prisoner among Catholics than to become a rich
heiress in a Protestant family.” Coleman points out that Godfrey Nims was not “well provided” and that in
one of the first instances on record, a Massachusetts’ Probate Court appointed John Nims and Benjamin
Mun as receivers for the inheritance of Abigail and Ebenezer until they returned from captivity.®

Marie Elisabeth was referred to by a number of Native American names, including: Elisabeth T8atog8ach
(Twatogwach,* Tewattokwas® ) which may mean “she picks something out of the water” and Elisabeth
Kana8k8a (Kanawakwa)® , meaning the slave.” She died 3 January 1747 at Oka.* Details regarding her
marriage and children will be found under the entry for fellow captive and husband, Josiah Rising. [Editor’s
note: This will appear in the October 2004 issue of MHH.]

(To be continued.)
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