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When we hear the wordvoyageur we often forget that
women and children were alsawoyageurs

AWhile it is true that other than the portages, the
responsibilitiesof the womendid not involve greatphysical
exertion,

AThe responsibilities of the women voyageursrequired
great vigilance throughout the day and the night for four
to six weeks!

AFrom the standpointof a family, they were responsiblefor _
the children From the standpointof the communities, e)
especiallyDétroit,theywerethen f o u rMmathensm

e e )

%



Rather than focusing on a few women, the lists of Michilimackinac,
Fort St. Joseph, and Détroit femalevoyageuranclude all women
that meet the following criteria:

'

—

AThe womenmust havetravelledto oneof Mi ¢ h i fprés dudirsg the French
Regime

AThe women must haveleft descendantsn the Détroit River Regionthrough
their children or grandchildren: 4 from Michilimackinac or Fort St. Joseph
+ 44 from Détroit, although we will only tell the storiesof 21 womendue to
time limitations.

ANumerousotherwomenlived in Mi ¢ h i fgrts dufingthe FrenchRegimebut
did not leaveimmediatedescendantbecauseahey returnedto the St Lawrence
settlement®r movedsouthwesto the MississippiValley, They travelledunder
the sameconditionsasthosedescribedn the presentation



_ Although| couldshortenmy presentatiormonsiderablyby just—
telling the storiesof thesen f o u nnuoi t nhgd weuld de
committingn h 1 s taadfacteaBanla | p r abechusenasto
people have overly simplified and mistakenideasabout 1.
how the fur trade operatedduring the FrenchRegime, 2. a
voyageto the GreatLakes,and3. the early history of Détroit

Understanding the world of thesen f o u nrda thlgeas s 0
they prepared for these voyages, daily life on these
voyages, and the early history of Detroit is vital to
understanding their accomplishments! 2
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- Most people have overly simplified and often mistaken —~
¥ iIdeas about a voyage to the Great Lakes prior to 1760

These mistaken or incomplete impressions are often based upon
oneof more of the following:

ABooks written about a different time period and/or location;

Alnternet sources such as blogs and social media;

AArtists who depictedoyageursor canoes;

AFestivalsinvolving nonprofessionate-enactorsandentertainersvho
often portray a different time period and location for the voyageurs~
andtheir NativeeAmericanneighbors \

A . )



Most people have overly simplified and often mistaken ideas about
a voyage to the Great Lakes prior to 1760 continued o

Thedetailsthat| will provideregardinga voyageto the GreatLakesduring
the FrenchRegimearebasedn thefollowing:

ATi m Ke nt iosee thediblibgsaphy;

ANotaryrecordsi thanksto Gail Moreau-DesHarnaiswho reviewed and
summarized 18 digitized microfilms (eachone contains 3,0001 4,000
images)for F C H S M&x book Le Détroit du Lac Erié i 1711-1730Q

AThe Jesuit Relations i | discoveredthesedetails while researchinghe
17" centurytimelinesthat appearon the FCHSM websiteon the Hlstory
of New FrancePage

AMemoirs written during the French Regimeabout a variety of issues o/
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\/How the Fur Trade Operated During the French

Regime
Wi nsl ow HoméihePortdgai nti ng
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The Fur Trade and the World of the Voyageur

Although missionariesand military personneltravelledto the Great Lakes and

Mississippi Valley, the vast majority of the voyageurswere employedin the fur
trade

Phota LoraineDiCerboi re-enactorsat ColonialMichilimackinac
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Jé-r@tes to Michilimackinac, Fort St. Joseph,\zm/d

Détroit
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\/ A portage was necessary 1. in the case of rapids, 2. whenever the
- water was too shallow or obstructed, 3. or one river did not lead
directly to another. During a portage, the canoe was emptied of all
contents and carried with all of the contents to the next point in the
voyage. This meant that the younger children needed to be carried on
all of the portages! Denis Gale, Portaging a Canoe {X®&ntury)




Four Groups of People Made Voyages to the Great Lakes.
and Deétroit

'

—

AMilitary Personnel

AAIl arrangementswere made for them With the exception of
commandants during specific periods, most were prohibited from
trading. Most recordsrelatedto theseindividuals are found in official
recordsandcorrespondence

AEngagésand voyageurs
AThey were hired to paddle the canoes Most engagéswere prohibited
from trading. The vast majority of thesecontractswere recordedby

notaries J



Traders and Families who were moving or traveling to
Michilimackinac, Fort St. Joseph, or Detroit

(

“AThe preparationsnecessaryfor their voyageswere much
more complicatedand often involved obligationsor loansto

financethevoyages

AA numberof the husbandsravelledto Michilimackinac, Fort

St Joseph,or Déetroit as a trader or voyageurprior to the
family moving to the Great Lakes This meantthat these

women assumedadditional responsibilitiesfor the family
duringtheirh u s b almsences D,
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REECC or ds t hat doc U me GRS
—_ Involvement in the Fur Trade during the French Regime -~

“From 16821730 and 17371752 the Governor, Intendant, or Post
Commandangrantedtheseindividuals a license (congg, or permission
to travelor moveto a specificpost

ALicensesandpermissiondothrequiredthata list of the voyageurde
registeredn Montréalandcarriedwith thelicenseor permission

AThe licenseor permissionspecifiedthe route that mustbe takenand
orohibitedthe holderfrom tradingwith the Native Americansat any
nlaceprior to reachingthe postspecifiedin thelicenseor permission

Alndividuals who violated the provisionsof a licenseor permission
were subject to arrest and could be punished with six-months

Imprisonment o)



Records that document an I
Involvement In the Fur Trade during the French Regime

—

ADocuments found in notary or merchant records. engagements,
obligations, powers of attorney, societies, partnerships,associations,and
merchantrecordsor invoices

ADocumentsfound in published lists of licensesand permissions
ASeethe Fur Trade Page on the FCHSM website for links to accessing
publishedsummariesandthe Notary and Court RecordsPageto accesshe
originalrecords
and

ARepresentativeexamples of contracts have been uploaded to the
FCHSM websiteon the Fur TradePageandin F C H S NLé Bétroit du
Lac Erie i 170%:1710andin our forthcomingbook Le Détroit du Lac /
Erie7 17131730 s N
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Preparations necessary for traders or families: 1. obtain a
< permission or license, 2. hirevoyageursand 3. open an account —~
— with a Montréal Merchant (recorded in an obligation or loan)

Effect of obligations or loans I became a lien on all of the f a mi |
possessionsIn somecasessiblings,parentsor in-laws alsoborrowedmoneyto

helpfinancethevoyage

APurchase plates, cooking pots, and provisions (food): biscuits or hardtack
[crackers]wheat,corn,sidepork, peasspices)

APurchase items related to supplementing provisions while they were
travelling : possiblepurchaseof a musket,gunpowderfish hooks,fishing lines,

fishing net \”/

A . )



Items purchased from a Montréal Merchant prior
to Departure i continued

APurchase transportation related items; canoe, paddles,
salls, spongestarpaulin,tumplines,and canoerepair items
suchasbirch, guny

AArrange for the transportation of the canoe,provisions,
and all other goodsfrom Montréal to Lachine
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\/Men may have needed to purchase additional moccasins, breech
< clouts (orayets and leggings nitasse$ (Native style clothing was
= much more practical than French Canadian trousers and leather
shoes)i photo below: re-enactorat Colonial Michilimackinac




— Examples of French Canadians using Nativstyled
. Clothing

S

Aln 1682 Tonty notedthat voyageursii e a sidoptnative fashions They
run the woodswith leggingsand moccasinsand instead of breechesthey
only wear a breechclouto

AThe contractwhich hired voyageurdor the 1701 convoyto Détroit included
the following clause nlt will be permitted for them to take the skins of
the animals they kill to make Indian shoesonly for their own useo
(translationby Suzannd3oivin Sommerville)
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~ In 1717, Alphonse Tonty hired twovoyageurgo travel to Détroit. In—
_ addition to their salary of 500livres, each man was given a pair of

mitassegleggings] and abrayet[breech clout]
For additional examples of culturalétissage¢hat continued throughout the French
Regime, see FCHSM publications ahé Culture, Heritage, and Heritage Page on the
FCHSM website!
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\)(/omen would have worn simple clothing and would have brought
the same types of clothing with them on their journey
Women adoptedthe Native Practice
of wearing shorter skirts than may
havebeenwornin Montréalbecause
ATheytendedkitchengardens
AWomenandchildrenhelpedwork in
ribbonfarms e S\ -
AThe streetsin the forts were not § mthl“
paved and may have contained SLMGEHHEAILELLS & 8
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householdvaste B y
AWomen and children often wore | ;
moccasingatherthan leathershoes
becausef their practicality ®/
)
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\_/\/A/e need to eliminate this image from our minds for the following
~ reasons: 1. Canoes this size were not invented or used until the_~
British Regime. 2. French Canadians would not risk their canoes,

PaSSeNgers, and cargo N a rapids. Painting: Frances Anne Beechey Hopking
Shooting the Rapids




Canoe and Crew Sizes During the French and British Regimes
Canoe Size information from Timothy Kent,Birchbark Canoes of the Fur Tradand Ft. ~
Pontchartrain at Detroit: A Guide to the Daily Lives of Fur Trade and Military Personnel,
Settlers, and Missionaries at French Posts

'

2 to 4 Paddlersi 1680si 1720

o0 IndianCanoes 13-1601 2 paddlers

o FishingCanoed 151801 2 paddlers

o Half-Sizel 18-240i 3-4 paddlers

4to 8 Paddlerst 17205

0 North Canoe 24-280i 4-6 paddlers

0 BastardCanoe 29-330i 6-8 paddlers

81 10Paddlersi 173G- 141 16 Paddlersafter 1760

0 MontréealCanoeg(standard) 33-3601 8-10 Paddlers 1730 ~
0 MontrealCanoeg(10-Place)i 37-400i 14-16 Paddlerg British Regime
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Voyageursand families often travelled in small groups or
convoys departing from Montréal in the spring or late
summer for safety and practical reasons

AHeIp prevent starvation or near starvation. ReneéMénard, S.J., Jean
Guerin, Claude David, SebastienHodiau dit Lafleche, Adrien Jolllet
Francois LePoutrel, sieur des Coulombiers, Pierre Levasseur dit
Lespéranceand Antoine Trottier, sieur DesRuisseauxearly starvedto
deathduringtheir 1660-1663voyageto Lake Superior

AThe Jesuit Relations documentedthat when provisions were not
rationedproperly, when fishing or hunting, or wild berriesdid not
supplyadequatdood, Native Americansmissionariesandvoyageurs
hadto resortto sharing a fish with five or six others; making soup
with tripe (a moss),dried bones,or bark; eating acorns, or eating
dried animal skins. o/
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Voyageursand families often travelled in small groups or—
convoys- continued

Aln caseof the destruction of a canoe The canoein which René
Menard,S.J., travelledwith threeNative Americanswasdestroyedy
afalling treein 166Q

AThey waited six days without provisions until anothergroup of
Native Americanswaswilling to transportthemto the Keweenaw
Peninsula

AThey lived on rubbish found by an abandoned hut, animal
bones,and dried blood. (JR Vol. 48, p. 263

AProtection against the enemy i such as the English or Iroquois ~
during periodsof war. \er/



- As we examine the roles played by the men and™
women, we must remember the following:

A voyage to or from Michilimackinac or Détroit could take four to
SIX weeks!

—

AFor thosetravelling to or from Michilimackinac, therew e r eanyd t
FrenchForts wherethe convoy would purchaseemergencysupplies
or supplementafood.

AFor thosetravelling to or from Détroit, the only FrenchFortswhere
they could purchaseemergencysuppliesor supplementafood were —
locatedat Fort Frontena@ndduringthe 1720s at Fort Niagara *
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Pulling or dragging a canoe —

—

~  AWhile paddling in shallows or against strong winds, or when
ascending very strong currents and rapids, paddles and poles
sometimeslid not providesufficientpowerandcontrol

AThewomenandchildrenwould needto climb out of thecanoes

AThe voyageurshad to pull the canoe forward, either by hand
while in the water or with a towing line from the shoreline

Alf the voyageurswere wearingmoccasinsand leggings,thesecould
very easily doffed and kept dry in the craft, while leaving on the ~
breechclout



Womenos rol es i

ACare for and protect younger children from drowning
AFeeding younger children and nursing infants
AHelpedcarrytheyoungerchildrenout of thecanoes
AHelpedcarrytheyoungerchildrenonthe portages

ATheir role would havecontinuedafter the convoystopped
for the day to preventthe childrenfrom wanderingaway -
or drowning \
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Mendos roles after the grou

'

[ AEmpty the canoeso that it could be carriedashore dragginga canoe
ashorecouldeasilydamagedhe canoe

AHunting or fishing to supplementhe dried provisionsthat the convoy
carriedwith them

ADried provisionsneededto be carefully rationedso that they did not
run out before they arrived in Michilimackinac, Fort St Joseph,or

Deéetroit



Example of a convoy that did not properly ration its

- provisions-Cadi | |l ac0s convoy whtToc
24 July 1701 ran out of provisions shortly after their
arrival

AThis forcedCadillacto sendTonty to MichilimackinacandFort
Frontenacto buy food;

ACadillacalsosentfive canoedo Lake Superior,GreenBay, and
Fort St Josephto trade for food and to invite the Native
Americansto settlein Détroit The Native Americanssaved
thefirst voyageurdrom starvation! o)
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Camping at Night ~

Frances Anne Beechey Hopkin¥oyageurs at Dawn

AA tarp wassetover a canoeresting
onits sidefor shelter

ASoft cargo could be used as a
pillow;

AEvergreenboughsor animal robes
couldbeusedfor abed

AMembersof the convoywould need
to share the duties of watching
youngerchildrento makesurethey
did notwanderoff anddrown! )
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Portabés on the Ottawa River Routé 301 33 portagesi the portage

_. between Trout Lake and North Bay on Lake Nipissing was seven miles. ./

e Cropped portion of Jacques Ni coliawilafleflomBANG s 175F¢

R du Grenadier
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Forgotten voyageurdrom Michilimackinac and
Fort St. Joseph

This list Is limited to women whose children or
grandchildren left descendantan the Détroit River
Region



-Forgotten voyageurdrom Michilimackinac T Marie Francoise_
- Alavoine

1. Marie Francoise AlavoinemarriedJean Baptiste Chevalienn 1709.
Alst voyagei 17187 the family travelledto Michilimackinac during
thesummerof 1718with five childrenages8 to a few months.

ATheir sixth child was baptizedat Michilimackinac on 3 April 1719
Shehadatotal of 16 children

A2nd  yoyage i circa 1755 Marie Francoise Alavoine left
Michilimackinac and returnedto Montréal. She died there on 19
March1756

Her childrenlived at Michilimackinac,Fort St JosephDétroit, andthe St

Lawrencesettlements Loraine DiCerbowill be discussingthe family at\/
the May FCHSMmeeting
e~/ - “ )
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~__“Forgotten voyageurdrom Michilimackinac T Angelique
- Dandonneaudite Du Sable

2. Angéliqgue Dandonneaudite Du Sablé marriedIgnace Jean dit Vien in
171Q

Alst voyage i 1713 i the family is believed to have travelled to
Michilimackinac with hertwo surviving childrenby CharlesChaboaillé,
agess 21 5. Two childrenwerebaptizedat Michilimackinac

A2nd yvoyagei 17167 the family returnedto Montréal with her two
childrenby CharlesChaboillé,andtheir two children,ages2 i circa6 i
7 months. Althoughtwo morechildrenwerebornin Montreal,theydid
not survive andthe sonwho wasborn in Michilimackinacin 1716was
buriedin Montréalin Decembenl 716 o)
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Angeliqgue Dandonneauwdite Du Sablél continued

~ A3 voyagei circa 17207 the family returnedto Michilimackinac
with hertwo childrenby CharlesChaboille,andtheir surviving son
age6. Two morechildrenwerebaptizedn Michilimackinac asonin
1721 anda daughtenn 1726 Their sonwho wasbaptizedin 1714
A aresidentof Mi ¢ hi | I mmarrked in daclkne in 1738

Angeligue D a n d o n rswevavingchildren by Charles Chaboillle
marriedin Michilimackinacin 1725and1735

A4th voyagei the family movedto Détroit by 1743 wheretheir son

wasburiedthatyear TheirdaughtemarriedJacque£assalit Saint —~
Aubinin SteAn n end &5
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- Forgotten voyageurdrom Michilimackinac T Francoise
= Itagisse

3. Francoiseltagisse an Ojibwa or ChippewamarriedJean Baptiste
Brillant dit Beaulieu, in July 1752in Michilimackinac .
A1st voyagei summerof 17527 the family movedto Sault Ste
Marie whereCatherinevasbornin April 1753

A2nd voyage i summer of 1753 i the family returned to
Michilimackinac whereCatherinevasbaptizedn July 1753 D



Francoise Itagisse, continued

A3d voyagei summerof 17547 the family movedto Montréal with
their daughtermage 15 months (approximately) A sonwasbornthere
iIn April 1755

A4th voyagei summerof 17567 the family movedto Détroit with
their two children ages3 3 to age 15 months (approximately)
Their son may havedied en route Their daughterFrancoisewas
bornandbaptizedn Deétroitin April 1757



#Forgotten voyageursrom Michilimackinac and Fort St. Joseph
I I Marie Anne Francoise Picoté de Belestre

4. Marie Anne Francoise Picoté de Belestre marriedLouis Césaire

Dagneau,sieur Dequindre, 1736in Montréal

AMarie Anne FrancoisePicoté de Belestremade four voyageswith
her mother (Marie Catherine Trottier) asa child: 1726to Détroit
andbackto Montréal; 1729to Détroit; theyreturnedto Montréal in

1730
ATheir first threechildrenwerebornin Montréal1738i 174Q oneson
diedasaninfant
-/
~ N\
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SEN

; Marie Anne Francoise Picoté de Belestré continued

Alst voyageas an adult In 1741, the family moved to Fort St.
Joseph probably travelling via the Ottawa River Route to
Michilimackinacandthenon Lake Michiganto the Riviere St Joseph
andthento thefort with two children, ages21 1.

AFour children were born betweenSeptemberl 7417 April 1746in
Fort St Joseph

Aln 1747 The DagnealDequindrei Picotéde Belestrefamily decided
that he would move his businessperationgo Michilimackinac and
thatshewould return to Montreal.

=



Marie Anne Francoise Picoté de Belestré continued

—

A2nd voyagei 174771 the family departedfrom Fort St. Joseph for
~ Michilimackinac with six children ages9 years to about 13 months.
CharlesStanisladDagneaudit Dequindre,agel3 monthswas baptizedat
Michilimackinacon 23 May 1747

A3d voyagei circa May 1747, the family departedfor Montréal via the
OttawaRiver Routemaking30+ portageswith six children Marie Anne
Francoise Picote de Belestrewas 7 months pregnant at the time they
departed from Michilimackinac.

AThe family arrived in Montréal by 24 June 1747 when Louis Césaire
DagnealDequindreandFrancoisePicotéde Belestresigneda contract </
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—

Marie Anne Francoise Picoté de Belestrecontinued

ATheir son FrancoisGuillaumeDagneaudit Dequindrewasborn at 2
0 0 c |imthekmorning on 23 July 1747 and baptized the same
day in Montreal.

ACirca 1748 Louis Césaire Dagneau Dequindre returned to
Michilimackinac where he fathereda son by ConstanceChevalier
Their son, Antoine DagneauDequindre,was conditionally baptized
22 March1/749atSte A n n eviackinac



R

Marie Anne Francoise Picoté de Belestreé continued —

—

“Aln 1749 the family made the decisionto moveto Détroit. He hired a
numberof voyageursand on 25 May 1749 receiveda permissionto
departin two canoesrom Montréalfor Détroit

AMarie Louise Dagneaudite Dequindre wasborn and baptized 1 June
1749in Montreéal.

A4th voyageas an adult i circa July 1749 the family departed from
Montréal with eight children agesten to one month, travelling V|a
LakesOntario and Lake Erie to Déetroit  They arrivedin Détroit by 16
Septembewhenhewitnessedhe Chapotori Godefroymarriage =/
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- Marie Anne Francoise Picoté de Belestré continued i

AMarie Anne Francois FrancoisePicoté de Belestre gave birth to four
childrenin Detroit betweenlO July 1750and3 May 1756 Unfortunately,
only oneof thefour childrenbornin Détroit survived

AFrancoise Picoté de Belestre was buried 5 May 1756 in Ste Anne du
Détroit, two daysafter giving birth to twins who died asinfants.

ALouis CésaireDagnealDequindredid notremarry He becamea colonelin
the militia, lived on rue St Antoinein the fort, andwasburied 2 February
1767in Ste Annedu Détroit &



\/ The route to Détroit @)

. Chaussegros de Leryperei 17261 Carte du Lac Ontarid’ the Niagara portage was
7-8 miles.Voyageurscould hire the Seneca to help them on the portage
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~ The route to DétroitT continued

Portion of Thomas Hutchins 1762 mapA New Map of the Western Parts of._/
Virginia . . . .
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— Weather on the Great Lakes could delay the voyage

—

S

Louis Antoine de Bougainville, aidede-camp for Louis Joseph de

Montcalm, commandanbf the FrenchRegularsin North America during

the Frenchand Indian War, wrote the following in his Journalfor 31 July

1756

Al T hravigation of Lake Ontario is quite dangerous and difficult .
The leastwind makesit rough, the wavesare short and frequent and

In heavyweather onegetstireder than on the openseao
ALouis Antoine de Bougainville and Edward P. Hamilton, editor, Adventurein the
Wildernessi The AmericanJournals of Louis Antoine de Bougainville, 17561760

(Norman,OklahomaUniversity of OklahomaPress 1964, p. 22. =
=/
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aves like those below are common on the Great Lakes and rough
weather could develop fairly rapidly requiring voyageurgo delay
the voyage or require them to move their canoes further from
shorel 1947 photo of my Dad on Lake Huron
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The strength and perseverance of all of the families who lived in—
Détroit is all the more remarkable considering the history of
D®t r ol t 6s 1 S T i

17017 17107 the CompagniedelaColonlend Cadi | | ac O
AMismanagement, intert r i bal war fare, and C

ACadillac granted 68 siteswithin the fort and 31 ribbon farms to
families and voyageursas a method of recruiting families and
traders to moveto Détroit;

AThe smallestlot grantedto a FoundingFamily was the 206x 200
lot grantedto JacquesCampeau thelargestwasthe 400x 700lot ~
grantedko Pierre Mallet </



R

_ The strength and perseverance of all of the families who lived in—
) Détroit is all the more remarkable considering the history of
D®t roi t 60s fliCradti | fl iafctoys ya arns

ARestriction underC a d i |gtamtsi ¢he owner could not engagein
the following professions without permission from Cadillac:
blacksmith, edgetool maker, arms maker, or brewer.

ARights: As long as the owner fulfilled his obligations, including an
annualfee paid to Cadillac, the rights included the right to bring as
much merchandiseasthe owner wanted from Montreal and to trade
it in Detroit, as long as the owner personally traded or sold the
merchandise and the right to sell as much as the owner wanted to
the Indians aswell asto the French \”/
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Exampiles of the interior of homes at Colonial Michilimackinac

Families in Détroit would have lived in similar sized homes .~
Photos credits: left: History from the Hearth right: Loraine DiCerbo
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The strength and perseverance of all of the families who lived In
Détroit is all the more remarkable considering the history of
D®t r oi t 6s f 1 r s T i .

A1711 i the acting commandantcut the fort in half leaving the
following buildings outsidethe palisadesthe Church,Fr. De n1 a u

nouse,C a d i | hbuaegandgthe homesof the following habitants

—-rancoiskFafarddit Delorme,JosephParent, Pierre Mallet, Pierre

Roy, Pierre Robert, Michel Campeau andHenri Bélisle
AThe children or grandchildrenof the families in bold-faced type left
descendants the Détroit River Region

A1712i Priorto the Fox attackon thefort, the homesoutside the fort
were destroyedto prevent the Fox from attacking the fort, and —~
the roofs of the homesinside the fort were removedto prevent the *
Fox from settingthe homeson fire from their fire arrows.
N (i




Jhe homes in Détroit were particularly vulnerable to fire during the 1712

~ attack on the Fort because of their wooden construction and thatched roofs’
I photos: Loraine DiCerbo and Gail MoreBxesHarnais




The strength and perseverance of all of the families who lived in
Détroit is all the more remarkable considering the history of
D®t r oi t 0s f 1 r s T uieRinmi .

A1715i 17307 Multiple campaignsagainstthe Fox.

Aln orderto minimize expensesyoyageursvererecruitedto take partin
the campaigns In exchangefor their participationin the campaigns,
theywerepermittedto tradefollowing the campaign

A1716i 17277 Greed of the administrators and commandants

ALossof their concessionsutsidethe fort

AT o n t tyréngical behavior included loss of their trading rights,
charging traders for living in the fort, charging exorbitant prices for
goods,leasingthe trade at Détroit, and assaultinghabitants

A1728 1 The Jesuits founded the Mission for the Huron/Wendat in
Détroit e/
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< The Mini Stories or Timelines about most of the _
> forgotten voyageursare based on the following
original records

APermissions or licensesongés;

ANotary  records, especialy engagements and
obligations/mercharibans and

AParishrecords,especiallythosewhich list the witnessesto
marriages,godparentsoccupations,and the residencesof _
withessesgodparentsparentsetc



17017 17107 ForgottenVoyageur§ Sol di er 6 s v

During this period, soldiers neededpermission prior to marrying .
Although they were prohibited from marrying without permission,
many soldiers entered into marriage contracts with their future
spouseone or severalyears prior to their actual marriage in the
CatholicChurch

A numberof thesecoupleshad one or more children prior to their
marriagen the CatholicChurch J



17017 17101 Forgotten Voyageurswho only made one
voyage-s ol di er 60s wi ves

1. Marie Thérese David, widow of Masse Martin , enteredinto a
marriage contract with Jacob de Marsac, sieur de Lhommetrou
andDesrochesin June 1704 prior to his departurdor a campaign
againstthe English They married in June 1706 prior to their
departuren thelargel706convoyto Détroit
AThey may have beenaccompaniedy her youngestdaughterby

MasseMartin, ageld. ThereseDavid waspregnanfat thetime of
her voyage, she gave birth to Frangoiswho was baptized22
Octoberl70G6 The couplealsohada sonwho wasbornin 1704
anddiedin Octoberl 706in Montreal -/

et \/
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17011 17101 Forgotten Voyageurswho only made one
- voyage-s ol d i e riastinued v e s

S

—

2. Marie MadeleineFrappier enterednto amarriage contract with
Pierre Estevedit Lajeunessein March 1705 and marriedin the
CatholicChurchin April 1706
AThe family is believedto havedepartedor Détroit circa August

1707with two children, ages3 ¥2to 13 months

3. Marie Louise Gauthier married Jean Casse dit St-Aubin, a
soldier,1707in Quéebec
AThe family probablydepartedfor Détroit during the fall of 1708
with two sons,ages2 Y2to 1 7.

¢
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17011 17101 Forgotten Voyageurswho only made one
voyage

—

4. Angeéligue PtoloméemarriedPierre Robert in 1698

AThe family departedor Détroit during the fall of 1709with their
five children ageslli 2 YA

AAfter PierreR o b e deathipsssiblyduring an expeditionagainst
the Fox, Angéligue Ptolomeemarried Guillaume Boucher in
Détroit in 1716 He may have also died during an expedition
againstheFox
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170117 17101 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
: voyages il

~ 5. Genevieve CharommarriedFrancois Bienvenucirca 1701in Détroit.
A1st voyagei She may havetravelledto Détroit as a servant Four
children were born betweencirca 1701:-Dec 1705 their son Raphaél
wasburiedin 1706

A2nd yoyagei 17077 the family returned to Montréal with three
children, ages6 to 1 Y2 in spring 1707 In July and August 1707,
FrancoisBienvenuhired voyageurso makea voyageto Détroit andto
transporimerchandisé¢o Détroit

A3d voyage i circa early August 1707 the family departedfrom
Montréalfor Détroit. GenevieveCharron is believedto havedied en~
route becausaninventoryof their possessionwastakenll September
1707in Détroit &

it - - )
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17011 ¥7101 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple voyages

SEN

—

-6. Marie Anne Lemoine married Francois Bienvenu in August1708in
Montréal

Alstvoyagei 1708i presumablytheyreturnedo Détroitthatsummer

AMarie Anne Lemoinehadnine children who were born and baptized in
Détroit between 1709 and December 1724 althoughone son died in
1713

A2nd yoyagei thefamily left Détroit circa 1725with their eight children
ages16 to approximatelysix months. Marie Anne Lemoine had two
more children, althoughboth died young A nineyearold daughteralso
died in Montréal in 1729 Their daughter,Marie Josephemarried in
Montrealin Januaryl 731 I

A3dvoyagei 1731i thefamily returnedo Détroit.

>\’ ® -\_/ /



1701117101 Forgotten Voyageursvho made multiple
voyages Jeanne Cécile Catin »

7. JeanneCecile Catin marriedJacquesCampeauin 1699

Alst voyagei circa September1708 JacquesCampeawand JeanneCécile
Catin departedfor Détroit with three children, ages6 to 14 months.
JeanneCecile Catin was pregnantat the time of their voyage Shegave
birth to Marie AngéligueCampeawn 6 Decemberd 708

ACadillacgrantedJacqueCampeaua blacksmith and edgetool maker, a

site in the fort on 17 March 1709 All of the concessiongrohibited
lacksmiths, edgetool makers, and others from practicing their
orofession without Ca d 1 | dernissioa However,in 1706 Cadillac
nad already employedJosephParentas an edgetool maker, blacksmith
andbrewer

<
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17017 17101 Forgotten Voyageursvho made multiple
voyages Jeanne Cécile Catiri continued
AAlthough it is speculation,| believe that the family decided to leave

Détroit becauseCadillac would not give JacquesCampeaupermission
to practice his profession

—

A2nd yoyagei in June 171Q the family departedfor Montréal with four
children, ages8 to 18 months. JeanneCécile Catin waspregnant She
gavebirth to Nicolas Campeau 18 July 1710at the Niagara Portage
In spite of having just given birth, the family arrivedin Montréal by 4
August,whereNicolaswasconditionallybaptized

=

AJeanneCécile Catin gave birth to JeanBaptisteon 4 August 1711 in W,

Montréal

) e )



1701117101 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
voyages Jeanne Cécile Catin continued »)

Aln late April 1713 JacquesCampeau made an agreementwith Daupin
de LaForest in which LaForest agreedto give Campeautwo thirds of
his profits from operating asan edgetool maker in Détroit.

A3d voyagei in late Septemberl713 the family receivedpermissionto
return to Détroit, this time with six children, the youngestwas a little

over a month old! ThéreseCécile Campeauwvas born 16 Junel714in
Détroit.

Adth yvoyagei thefamily returnedto Montréal onJeanneCécileC a t ifinalo s
voyagein late 1714 or early 1715 Claude Campeauwas baptized25

August 1715 in Montréal, and Jeanne Cécile Catin was buried the

following day. =
At \/ Q)
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17011 171071 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
voyages Jeanne Masse

8. JeanneMassémarriedMichel Campeauin 1696

Alst voyagei circa Septembernl707, the family departedfor Détroit
with their three surviving children, ages9 Y2 to 18 months. Jeanne
Masséwas pregnantandgavebirth to a daughtenn March 1708 A
sonwasbornin Septembel 709

A2 yvoyagei circa Junel71Q thefamily returned to Montréal with
five children, including a sonage 9 months. Two more children
werebornin Montréal =

&
J.
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. 170171 17101 Forgotten Voyageursvho made multiple
- voyages Jeanne Massé continued

A3d and 4t voyagesi in 173Q the family returned briefly to
Détroit. Michel Campeaudiedin Montrealin 1737,

A5th voyage- JeanneMasséreturnedto Détroit by Septemberl752
whenshewasgodmotheito oneof hergranddaughters

AJeanneMassédied in 1764 in Détroit, age87, having sufferedfrom
dementiaorA | z h e ifontleeprévseousthreeyears J



— 17017 17107 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple

—

d voyages Marie Madeleine Maret

9. Marie Madeleine Maret dite Lépine marriedJosephParentin 1690
A1706i JoseptParentarrivedin Détroitwith Ca d i 11T06condycy

A1st voyagei On 30 August 1707, Marie MadeleineMaret obtaineda
loan from a Montréal merchantfor equipmenteededor hervoyageto
Détroit She also gave her power of attorneyto her brother prior to
departing for Détroit with sevenchildren, agesl7to 2 .



1701717101 Forgotten Voyageursvho made multiple
voyages Marie Madeleine Maret T continued —

A2nd and 39 voyagei Summer of 1708 Marie Madeleine Maret
returned to Montréal. Her daughter,Marie Madeleine,age 16 may
haveremainedin Détroit with her youngersiblings On 11 September
1708 Marie MadeleineMaretobtaineda loanfrom a Montrealmerchant
for merchandiseand equipmentneededfor her voyage to Détroit.
Marie MadeleineMaret was pregnantat the time. She gave birth to
Marie AnneParentirca 21 Januaryl 709in Détroit

A4t voyagei the family is believedto havereturnedto Montréalduring
the summerof 1713 Their son, Albert Gilbert and his wife, Marie
Suzanndrichardmovedto Détroit circa 1745with their family.



1701| 17101 Forgotten Voyageursvho made multiple voyages
| I Marguerite Ouabankikoué

—

S

10.Marguerite Ouabankikoué, a Miami, marriedPierre Roy circa 1701
In Fort St Joseph

AMarguerite was probably born around the southern end of Lake
Michigan, possiblynearFort St JosephEach fall, all of the members
of the Tribe exceptthosewho were too old to walk, left their villages
and walked to the Mississippi Valley or other locationswhere buffalo
lived on a buffalo hunt. Thefamily shredtheresponsibilitiesvhile on a
hunti themenkilled the buffalo; thewomenwereresponsibldor flaying
the animalsthat had beenkilled, bringing the meatto their cabins,and _ /
smokingit for preservation o (L

o’

= J.



- 17017 17101 Forgotten Voyageursvho made multiple voyages
: I Marguerite Ouabankikoué- continued

- Alstyvoyageasanadulti Marguerite Ouabankikoué and Pierre Roy
moved to Detroit by the fall of 1703 from Fort St. Josephwith
their son, André Roy. Five more children were born in Detroit
betweenl/704and1713

A2ndyoyagei 17181 thefamily travelledto Montréal .

A3d voyagei before 172071 the family movedto Fort St. Philippe
(presentday Fort Wayne,Indiana)

A4th and5th voyagesi 1720= the Roy family andthe voyageursvere ~
ordered to leaveFort St. Philippe and return to Détroit and then  /
return to the St. Lawrence Settlements

\



- 170171 17101 Forgotten Voyageursvho made multiple voyages
- I Marguerite Ouabankikoué 1 continued

S

A6t voyagei circa 1721, ratherthan returningto the St Lawrence
settlements,Marguerite and her family returned to Fort St.
Philippe where they likely remaineduntil Marie Madeleine Roy
marriedPierreChesnalit Labuttein 1728

ATt voyagei 1728 or 1729 Margueriteand her family may have
returned to Détroit with Marie Madeleineand Pierre Chesnedit
Labuttein 1728o0r 1729 Shedied of smallpox and was buried in -~
October 1732 (I



17017 171071 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple voyage$
— Madeleine Thunay w,

11.Marie Madeleine Thunay, widow of Francois Pelletier dit Antaya,
marriedPierre Mallet 9 Januaryl698
A1st voyagei circa mid-June 1706 the family departedfor Détroit with
Jean Francois Pelletier, her sonby FrancoisPelletierdit Antaya,agel4
%, andtheir two children, ages7 Y2 to 6. Marie MadeleineThunaywas
heavily pregnanttthetime of their departure Shegavebirth to Antoine
who was baptized 16 August 1706

A2ndand3dvoyages 17071 Duringthespringof 1707 thefamily returned
to Montreal with JeanFrancoisPelletier,andtheir threechildrenagess 4
to 10 months,where they purchasedrade merchandisan late July andJ
earlyAugustprior to returningto Détroit .
e 0 )
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170117101 Forgotten Voyageursvho made multiple
: voyages Madeleine Thunayi continued

S

AFrancoisMallet was born 28 July 1708 in Détroit and Paul Mallet
wasborn28 Januaryl711in Détroit

Adth voyagei 17127 The family returnedto Montréal during the
summerof 1712 with her five Mallet children, ages13 3 to 18
months and Jean Francois Pelletier dit Antaya Like her 1706
voyage,shewaspregnant JeanBaptisteMallet wasborn 25 October
1712in Montréal

AMarie Madeleine Thunay and the children remainedin Montréal _
throughl717 Sadly,Francoisnvasburiedin Novemberl716



170117 17101 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
voyages Madeleine Thunayi continued

Asth and 6" voyagesi In May 1717 Pierre Mallet and Marie
MadeleineThunayobtaineda largeloan for trademerchandiserior
to departingfor Detroit with JeanFrancoisPelletier and their six
children The family remained in Détroit through 172Q but
returnecto Montréal duringthe172Cks.

A7h voyagei In May 1724 Pierre Mallet and Marie Madeleine
Thunay purchasedirade merchandiseprior to retuning to Deétroit
with their five children



170117101 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
voyages Madeleine Thunayi continued —

A8th and 9 voyagesi In early June 1726 Marie MadeleineThunay
departedfrom Détroit for Montréal with her daughter Catherine
Ma | | sexthddsen,ages8 % to 11 %2 months In early August,Marie
Madeleine Thunay obtained loans from two merchantsfor trade
merchandis@rior to returningto Détroit.

A10h and 11th voyagesi In 1728 Marie MadeleineThunaytravelledto
Montréal with her children In August, she obtainedloans from
merchantdor trade merchandiseand obtainedpermissionto return to
Détroit in two canoesmannedoy eightvoyageurs \
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17017 17101 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
. voyages Madeleine Thunayi continued

S

—

A12h and 13" voyagesi 1730 i Marie Madeleine Thunay, her
children, and her granddaughterCatherine Perthuis, travelled to
Montréal, where she withessedher son Antoine Ma | | reatriage
contractto Marie ThéereseMaillet andobtainedloansfrom merchants
for trademerchandiserior to returningto Détroit .

A14h and 15" voyagesi on 27 Junel733 Pierre Mallet give Marie
MadeleineThunaya powerof attorneyauthorizingherto sell a house
In Montréal on rue Boudoirandto investin trademerchandiserior
to returningto Détroit.



170117101 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
voyages Madeleine Thunayi1 continued %

< A18 October1737i Marie MadeleineThunaywas godmotherto
her grandson JeanBaptisteCampeau the lastrecordof either

oneof themin Détroit

A16" voyage i circa 17371738 the family moved to the
Mississippi Valley. Marie Madeleine Thunay was 65 or 66.
She died prior to 11 September 1738 when Pierre Mallet
transferreda life interestin a house,furnishings,and a billiard
hall to DanielLegrasto satisfya debtfrom 17190or 172Q Pierre
Mallet died at 5 am. on 2 November 1738 in Kaskaskia at ~

the ageof 62 ¥..

~ N - _»‘/\



171171 17201 Forgotten Voyageurswho only made one __
voyage

'

—

1. Marie Anne Chesne married Jacques Godefroy, sieur de

Mauboeuf, in 1712
A1719i the family probablytravelledto Détroit during the springor

summerof 1719with theirdaughteage4.

2. Elisabeth Chevaudier marriedPierre Buteauin 1703
A1718i Thefamily travelledto Détroit duringthe springof 1718with
four children,agedl2to 1 v~



171171 17201 Forgotten Voyageurswho only made one
voyage

3. Marie Deguire dit Larose travelledto Détroit asa singlewoman
prior to 1720 ShemarriedJean Baptiste Goyau dit Lagarde 29
Januaryl720in Detroit.

4. Marie Anne Sauvagemarried Francois Lotman dit Barrois In
1717
A1720 i the family probably travelled to Détroit during the late
summerof 1720with adaughteiage3 2.



17117 17201 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
voyages Jeanne Duguay i

5. Jeanne DuguaymarriedJacques Cardinalin February 1715.
A1st voyagei In August 1715 shereceivedpermissionto travel to
Détroit to join herhusbandandto bring trademerchandisevith her.

A2ndyoyagei 17167 JeanndDuguayandJacqueardinalreturnedto
Montréal. Theirdaughtemasbornin Montréealin August1717.

A3d voyagei 1718i the family returnedto Détroit with a daughter,
age 12 months Their son Jacqueswvas born in March 1719 and
baptizedn December

= Nt



17111 17201 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
voyages Jeanne Duguay continued i

p—

Adth voyagei 17207 the family returnedto Montréal in the springor
summerl/720with two childrenagesapproximately3 1 15 months
TheirsonJoseplwasbornOctober

AThreemore childrenwere born in Montréalin 1723 1726 and son
JeanBaptistein May 1728

A5th voyagei 1728- the family returnedto Détroit with five children
agesll to 3 ¥2 monthscirca early Septemberl 728 Three more _
childrenwerebornin Détroitbetweenl 7297 1735



17117 17201 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
voyages Marie Catherine Mallet

6. Marie Catherine Mallet marriedPierre Perthuis circa March 1716.

AVoyagingwasin herblood, havingmade four voyageswith her parents,
Marie MadeleineThunayand PierreMallet: 170671 to Détroit 170771 to
Montréalandbackto Détroit 17127 to Montréal

Alstvoyageasa marriedwomani circa August 1718 CatherineMallet and
PierrePerthuisdepartedor Détroit with their oneyearold son Shemay
havebeenpregnantat the time, astheir first daughtemasborncirca 1718
In Détroit ~

ATwo moredaughtersverebornin Détroit1720and1721 =
RS e= e )



17111 17201 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
voyages Marie Catherine Mallet - continued

—

A2nd and 3@ voyagesas a marriedwomeni in the early summerof
1723 CatherineMallet departedfor Montreal with four children,
ages5 ¥ to 1 %. While shewasin Montréal, she obtaineda loan
from a merchantfor trade merchandiseon 23 August Like her
motherwhenshemadeherfirst voyageto Détroit, shewas pregnai

whenshedepartedor Détroit.

ACatherineMallet gavebirth to asonon 14 Novemberl 723in Détroit, o

andadaughteion 14 Junel725
</
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17117 17201 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
voyages Marie Catherine Mallet T continued ~f

—

A4th and 5t voyagesas a married woman i in early June 1726
Catherine Mallet departedfor Montréal with her mother, Marie
MadeleineThunay andhersix children,ages8 %2 to 11 3% months In
late July, Catherine Mallet hired a voyageur to bring trade
merchandis¢o Détroit In early August,sheobtaineda loan for the
trade merchandisethat she had purchasedprior to returning to
Détroit.

ACatherineMallet gave birth to five more children betweenMarch _
1727andNovemberl734in Détroit



17117 17201 Forgotten Voyageurswho made multiple
voyages Marie Catherine Mallet T continued ~

AMadeleine Perthuis married Joseph Roy in 1736 Catherine
Perthuis marriedJean Baptiste Campeauin 1737,

A6th voyageasa marriedwomani sometimeduring1737or 173§ the
Perthuisi Mallet and Mallet T Thunay families moved to the
Mississippi Valley. The Perthuisi Mallet family includedtheir nine
unmarriedchildren MadeleinePerthuisand JosephRoy and their
two childrenmayhaveaccompaniedhe family. In March1739 their
daughterMarguerite Perthuis married JacquesBastonin Cahokia,
lllinols.
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17217 17301 Forgotten Voyageurswho only made one voyage.

—

1. Jeanne Caron married Pierre Meloche 16 August 1729 In
Montréal On 23 August,hereceivedpermissiornto makea trading
voyageto Détroit He purchasedrade merchandiséhe following
day andthe coupletravelledto Détroit. Their first child wasborn
In Novemberl73Q

2. Angélique Girard married Antoine Cuillerier in 1722 In late
May or earlyJunel’/29 shedepartedvith hermotherin law, Marie
CatherineTlrottier, in two canoeswith four menin eachcanoewho
transportedtwo women and six children to Detroit. Angélique™
G1 r achildrensvereages4 to 1.



17217 17301 Forgotten Voyageurswho only made one voyage

—

3. Marie MadeleineMorand marriedNicolasLauzonin 1726

ACircaAugust1729 they departedor Détroit with two childrenages
3 tol % Marie Madeleine Morand gave birth to Louise
GenevievelLauzon on 1 October while they were enroute.

A

AThefamily arrivedin Détroitby 1 NovembemwhenLouiseGeneviéve
wasbaptized Sadly, Marie MadeleineMorand diedin 1732

Aln 1733 a merchant forced the sale of their homein Montréal to
partially satisfy a merchant loan thatthe couplehadcontractedn —
August1730beforetheir moveto Détroit o)

A e )



17211 17301 Forgotten Voyageursvho made multiple voyages

4. Marie Catherine Trottier , widow of Jean Culllerier, and mother of
Antoine Cuillerier and Jean Baptiste Cuillerier dit Beaubien,married
Francois Marie Picotéde Belestrein 1714

Alstand2nd voyagei Circa May 1726 Marie CatherineTrottier departedor

Détroit with her two children, ages1l and 7 to bring provisionsto her
husband Theyarebelievedto havereturnedo Montréal thesameyeat

A 3 voyagei In 1729 Marie CatherineTrottier and Angélique Girard

departedfor Detroit in two canoes,mannedby four voyageursin each
canoe,with their children Her husband was buried 9 October 1729in
Détroit. )

A 4th voyagei 17307 Marie CatherineTrottier returnedto Lachine with her

children Shewasburied26 Februaryl731in Lachine

A e )



The strength and perseverance of all of the families who lived in
Détroit is all the more remarkable considering the history of
D®t r oi t 0s f 1 r st i SiEnE .

A1732i 17337 Smallpox epidemic

A17347 1753i New Franceods administrato
outside the fort:
A1734
A1736
A17437 1747
A1750i 1753
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The Détroit River Region during the 17309 the fort in 1732 @




Detail from a copy of Henr. Loui
map of the Détroit River Region




