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When we hear the word voyageur, we often forget that 
women and children were also voyageurs

ÅWhile it is true that other than the portages, the

responsibilitiesof the womendid not involve greatphysical

exertion,

ÅThe responsibilities of the women voyageurs required

great vigilance throughout the day and the night for four

to six weeks!

ÅFrom the standpointof a family, they were responsiblefor

the children. From the standpoint of the communities,

especiallyDétroit, theyweretheñfoundingmothers.ò



Rather than focusing on a few women, the lists of Michilimackinac, 
Fort St. Joseph, and Détroit female voyageursinclude all women 

that meet the following criteria:

ÅThe womenmust havetravelledto one of Michiganôsforts during the French

Regime;

ÅThe womenmust haveleft descendantsin the Détroit River Regionthrough

their children or grandchildren: 4 from Michilimackinac or Fort St. Joseph

+ 44 from Détroit, although we will only tell the storiesof 21 womendue to

time limitations.

ÅNumerousotherwomenlived in Michiganôsforts duringtheFrenchRegimebut

did not leaveimmediatedescendantsbecausethey returnedto theSt. Lawrence

settlementsor movedsouthwestto the MississippiValley, They travelledunder

thesameconditionsasthosedescribedin thepresentation.



AlthoughI couldshortenmy presentationconsiderablyby just
telling the storiesof theseñfoundingmothers,òI would be
committingñhistoricalandfactualmalpracticeòbecausemost
peoplehave overly simplified and mistakenideasabout: 1.
how the fur trade operatedduring the FrenchRegime,2. a
voyageto theGreatLakes,and3. theearlyhistoryof Détroit.

Understanding the world of theseñfoundingmothersòas

they prepared for these voyages, daily life on these

voyages, and the early history of Détroit is vital to

understanding their accomplishments!



Most people have overly simplified and often mistaken 

ideas about a voyage to the Great Lakes prior to 1760 

These mistaken or incomplete impressions are often based upon

oneof more of the following:

ÅBooks written about a different time period and/or location;

ÅInternet sources such as blogs and social media;

ÅArtists who depicted voyageursor canoes;

ÅFestivalsinvolving non-professionalre-enactorsandentertainerswho

often portray a different time period and location for the voyageurs

andtheirNative-Americanneighbors



Most people have overly simplified and often mistaken ideas about 
a voyage to the Great Lakes prior to 1760 ïcontinued 

Thedetailsthat I will provideregardinga voyageto theGreatLakesduring

theFrenchRegimearebasedon thefollowing:

ÅTim Kentôs books ïsee the Bibliography;

ÅNotary recordsïthanksto Gail Moreau-DesHarnaiswho reviewedand

summarized 18 digitized microfilms (eachone contains 3,000ï4,000

images)for FCHSMôsnext book Le Détroit du Lac Érié ï1711-1730.

ÅThe Jesuit RelationsïI discoveredthesedetailswhile researchingthe

17th centurytimelinesthat appearon the FCHSM websiteon the History

of New FrancePage: https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=23

ÅMemoirs written during the French Regime about a variety of issues

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=23


How the Fur Trade Operated During the French 
Regime

Winslow Homerôs Painting ïThe Portage



The Fur Trade and the World of the Voyageur 

Although missionariesand military personneltravelled to the Great Lakes and

MississippiValley, the vast majority of the voyageurswere employedin the fur

trade.
Photo: LoraineDiCerboïre-enactorsatColonialMichilimackinac



The routes to Michilimackinac, Fort St. Joseph, and 
Détroit

Cropped portion of Vincenzo Coronelliôs 1688 map



A portagewas necessary 1. in the case of rapids, 2. whenever the 

water was too shallow or obstructed, 3. or one river did not lead 

directly to another. During a portage, the canoe was emptied of all 

contents and carried with all of the contents to the next point in the 

voyage.  This meant that the younger children needed to be carried on 

all of the portages! ïDenis Gale, Portaging a Canoe (19th century)



Four Groups of People Made Voyages to the Great Lakes 
and Détroit

ÅMilitary Personnel 

ÅAll arrangementswere made for them. With the exception of

commandants during specific periods, most were prohibited from

trading. Most recordsrelated to theseindividuals are found in official

recordsandcorrespondence.

ÅEngagésand voyageurs

ÅThey were hired to paddle the canoes. Most engagéswere prohibited

from trading. The vast majority of thesecontractswere recordedby

notaries.



Traders and Families who were moving or traveling to 
Michilimackinac, Fort St. Joseph, or Détroit

ÅThe preparationsnecessaryfor their voyageswere much

morecomplicatedandoften involved obligationsor loansto

financethevoyages.

ÅA numberof thehusbandstravelledto Michilimackinac, Fort

St. Joseph,or Détroit as a trader or voyageurprior to the

family moving to the Great Lakes. This meant that these

women assumedadditional responsibilitiesfor the family

duringtheirhusbandôsabsences.



Records that document an individual or familyôs 
involvement in the Fur Trade during the French Regime 

From 1682-1730 and 1737-1752, the Governor, Intendant, or Post
Commandantgrantedtheseindividuals a license(congé), or permission
to travelor moveto aspecificpost.

ÅLicensesandpermissionsbothrequiredthata list of thevoyageursbe
registeredin Montréalandcarriedwith thelicenseor permission.

ÅThe licenseor permissionspecifiedthe route that mustbe takenand
prohibitedthe holder from tradingwith the Native Americansat any
placeprior to reachingthepostspecifiedin thelicenseor permission.

ÅIndividuals who violated the provisionsof a licenseor permission
were subject to arrest and could be punished with six-months
imprisonment



Records that document an individual or familyôs 
involvement in the Fur Trade during the French Regime 

ÅDocuments found in notary or merchant records: engagements,
obligations, powers of attorney, societies, partnerships,associations,and
merchantrecordsor invoices.

ÅDocumentsfound in published lists of licensesand permissions.
ÅSee the Fur Trade Page on the FCHSM website for links to accessing

publishedsummariesandtheNotary and Court RecordsPageto accessthe
original records:

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=22and 
https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=45

ÅRepresentativeexamples of contracts have been uploaded to the
FCHSM websiteon the Fur TradePageandin FCHSMôsLe Détroit du
Lac Érié ï1701-1710and in our forthcomingbook Le Détroit du Lac
Ériéï1711-1730.

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=22
https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=45


Preparations necessary for traders or families: 1. obtain a 
permission or license, 2. hire voyageurs, and 3. open an account 
with a Montréal Merchant (recorded in an obligation or loan)

Effect of obligations or loans ïbecame a lien on all of the familyôs

possessions. In somecases,siblings,parents,or in-lawsalsoborrowedmoneyto

helpfinancethevoyage.

ÅPurchase plates, cooking pots, and provisions (food): biscuits or hardtack

[crackers],wheat,corn,sidepork,peas,spices);

ÅPurchase items related to supplementing provisions while they were

travelling : possiblepurchaseof a musket,gunpowder,fish hooks,fishing lines,

fishingnet;



Items purchased from a Montréal Merchant prior 
to Departure ïcontinued 

ÅPurchase transportation related items: canoe, paddles,

sails, sponges,tarpaulin,tumplines,and canoerepair items

suchasbirch,gum;

ÅArrange for the transportation of the canoe,provisions,

and all other goodsfrom Montréal to Lachine



Men may have needed to purchase additional moccasins, breech 
clouts (brayets) and leggings (mitasses) (Native style clothing was 
much more practical than French Canadian trousers and leather 

shoes) ïphoto below: re-enactor at Colonial Michilimackinac 



Examples of French Canadians using Native-styled 
Clothing

ÅIn 1682, Tonty noted that voyageursñeasilyadoptnative fashions. They

run the woodswith leggingsand moccasinsand insteadof breechesthey

only wear a breechclout.ò

ÅThecontractwhich hiredvoyageursfor the1701convoyto Détroit included

the following clause: ñIt will be permitted for them to take the skins of

the animals they kill to make Indian shoesonly for their own use.ò

(translationby SuzanneBoivin Sommerville)



In 1717, Alphonse Tonty hired two voyageursto travel to Détroit.  In 
addition to their salary of 500 livres, each man was given a pair of 

mitasses [leggings] and a brayet[breech clout] 
For additional examples of cultural métissagethat continued throughout the French 

Regime, see FCHSM publications and the Culture, Heritage, and Heritage Page on the 
FCHSM website: https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=14

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=14


Women would have worn simple clothing and would have brought 
the same types of clothing with them on their journey

Women adoptedthe Native Practice

of wearing shorter skirts than may

havebeenworn in Montréalbecause:

ÅTheytendedkitchengardens;

ÅWomenandchildrenhelpedwork in

ribbonfarms;

ÅThe streets in the forts were not

paved and may have contained

householdwaste.

ÅWomen and children often wore

moccasinsrather than leathershoes

becauseof theirpracticality.



We need to eliminate this image from our minds for the following 
reasons: 1. Canoes this size were not invented or used until the 

British Regime.   2. French Canadians would not risk their canoes, 
passengers, and cargo in a rapids.    Painting: Frances Anne Beechey Hopkins ï

Shooting the Rapids



Canoe and Crew Sizes During the French and British Regimes
Canoe Size information from Timothy Kent, Birchbark Canoes of the Fur Trade and Ft. 
Pontchartrain at Detroit: A Guide to the Daily Lives of Fur Trade and Military Personnel, 

Settlers, and Missionaries at French Posts

2 to 4 Paddlers ï1680s ï1720 

o IndianCanoesï13-16ôï2 paddlers

o FishingCanoesï15-18ôï2 paddlers

o Half-Sizeï18-24ôï3-4 paddlers

4 to 8 Paddlersï1720s

o NorthCanoeï24-28ôï4-6 paddlers

o BastardCanoeï29-33ôï6-8 paddlers

8ï10Paddlersï1730s - 14ï16Paddlersafter 1760

o MontréalCanoe(standard)ï33-36ôï8-10Paddlersï1730s

o MontréalCanoe(10-Place)ï37-40ôï14-16PaddlersïBritish Regime



Voyageursand families often travelled in small groups or 
convoys departing from Montréal in the spring or late 

summer for safety and practical reasons

ÅHelp prevent starvation or near starvation: RenéMénard,S.J., Jean
Guérin, Claude David, SébastienHodiau dit Laflèche, Adrien Jolliet,
François LePoutrel, sieur des Coulombiers, Pierre Levasseur dit
Lespérance,andAntoine Trottier, sieur DesRuisseauxnearlystarvedto
deathduringtheir 1660-1663voyageto LakeSuperior.

ÅThe Jesuit Relations documentedthat when provisions were not
rationedproperly, when fishing or hunting, or wild berriesdid not
supplyadequatefood, NativeAmericans,missionaries,andvoyageurs
hadto resortto sharing a fish with five or six others; making soup
with tripe (a moss),dried bones,or bark; eating acorns,or eating
dried animal skins.



Voyageursand families often travelled in small groups or 
convoys - continued

ÅIn caseof the destruction of a canoe; The canoein which René

Ménard,S.J., travelledwith threeNativeAmericanswasdestroyedby

a falling treein 1660.

ÅThey waitedsix days without provisions until anothergroupof

NativeAmericanswaswilling to transportthemto theKeweenaw

Peninsula.

ÅThey lived on rubbish found by an abandoned hut, animal

bones,and dried blood. (JR, Vol. 48, p. 263)

ÅProtection against the enemyïsuch as the English or Iroquois

duringperiodsof war.



As we examine the roles played by the men and 
women, we must remember the following:

A voyage to or from Michilimackinac or Détroit could take four to 

six weeks!

ÅFor thosetravelling to or from Michilimackinac, therewerenôtany

FrenchForts wherethe convoywould purchaseemergencysupplies

or supplementalfood.

ÅFor thosetravelling to or from Détroit, the only FrenchFortswhere

they could purchaseemergencysuppliesor supplementalfood were

locatedatFort Frontenacandduringthe1720satFort Niagara.



Menôs roles during the day ïpaddling, sailing or pulling a canoe
Frances Anne Beechey Hopkins, Encampment of Voyageurs



Pulling or dragging a canoe 

ÅWhile paddling in shallows or against strong winds, or when
ascending very strong currents and rapids, paddles and poles
sometimesdid notprovidesufficientpowerandcontrol.

ÅThewomenandchildrenwould needto climb outof thecanoes.

ÅThe voyageurshad to pull the canoe forward, either by hand
while in the water or with a towing line from the shoreline.

ÅIf the voyageurswere wearingmoccasinsand leggings,thesecould
very easily doffed and kept dry in the craft, while leaving on the
breechclout.



Womenôs roles

ÅCare for and protect younger children from drowning

ÅFeeding younger children and nursing infants

ÅHelpedcarrytheyoungerchildrenoutof thecanoes

ÅHelpedcarrytheyoungerchildrenon theportages

ÅTheir role would havecontinuedafter theconvoystopped

for the day to preventthe childrenfrom wanderingaway

or drowning



Menôs roles after the group had stopped for the day

ÅEmpty the canoeso that it could be carriedashore; dragginga canoe

ashorecouldeasilydamagethecanoe.

ÅHunting or fishing to supplementthe dried provisionsthat the convoy

carriedwith them.

ÅDried provisionsneededto be carefully rationedso that they did not

run out before they arrived in Michilimackinac, Fort St. Joseph,or

Détroit.



Example of a convoy that did not properly ration its 
provisions - Cadillacôs convoy which landed in D®troit on 

24 July 1701 ran out of provisions shortly after their 
arrival

ÅThis forcedCadillacto sendTonty to MichilimackinacandFort

Frontenac,to buy food;

ÅCadillacalsosentfive canoesto LakeSuperior,GreenBay,and

Fort St. Josephto trade for food and to invite the Native

Americansto settle in Détroit. The Native Americanssaved

thefirst voyageursfrom starvation!



Camping at Night
Frances Anne Beechey Hopkins ïVoyageurs at Dawn

ÅA tarp wassetover a canoeresting

on its sidefor shelter;

ÅSoft cargo could be used as a

pillow;

ÅEvergreenboughsor animal robes

couldbeusedfor abed;

ÅMembersof theconvoywould need

to share the duties of watching

youngerchildrento makesurethey

did notwanderoff anddrown!



Portages on the Ottawa River Route ï30 ï33 portages ïthe portage 
between Trout Lake and North Bay on Lake Nipissing was seven miles. 
Cropped portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellinôs 1755 map of the Great Lakes ïavailable from BAnQ



Forgotten voyageursfrom Michilimackinac and 
Fort St. Joseph

This list is limited to women whose children or

grandchildren left descendantsin the Détroit River

Region



Forgotten voyageursfrom Michilimackinac ïMarie Francoise 
Alavoine 

1.Marie Francoise Alavoine married Jean Baptiste Chevalier in 1709. 
Å1st voyageï1718ïthe family travelledto Michilimackinac during

thesummerof 1718with five childrenages8 to a few months.
ÅTheir sixth child was baptizedat Michilimackinac on 3 April 1719.

Shehada totalof 16children.
Å2nd voyage ï circa 1755, Marie Françoise Alavoine left

Michilimackinac and returnedto Montréal . She died there on 19
March1756.

Her childrenlived at Michilimackinac,Fort St. Joseph,Détroit, andtheSt.
Lawrencesettlements. Loraine DiCerbo will be discussingthe family at
theMay FCHSMmeeting.



Forgotten voyageursfrom Michilimackinac ïAngélique 
Dandonneau diteDu Sablé 

2. Angélique Dandonneaudite Du SablémarriedIgnace Jean dit Vien in

1710.

Å1st voyage ï1713 ïthe family is believed to have travelled to

Michilimackinac with her two survivingchildrenby CharlesChaboillé,

ages6 ½ï5. Two childrenwerebaptizedatMichilimackinac.

Å2nd voyageï1716ïthe family returnedto Montréal with her two

childrenby CharlesChaboillé,andtheir two children,ages2 ïcirca 6 ï

7 months. Althoughtwo morechildrenwereborn in Montréal,theydid

not surviveandthe sonwho wasborn in Michilimackinac in 1716was

buriedin Montréalin December1716.



Angélique Dandonneau diteDu Sablé ïcontinued 

Å3rd voyageïcirca 1720ïthe family returnedto Michilimackinac

with her two childrenby CharlesChaboillé,and their surviving son

age6. Two morechildrenwerebaptizedin Michilimackinac: asonin

1721anda daughterin 1726. Their sonwho wasbaptizedin 1714,

ñaresident of Michilimackinacòmarried in Lachine in 1738.

Angélique Dandonneauôssurviving children by CharlesChaboillé

marriedin Michilimackinacin 1725and1735.

Å4th voyageïthe family movedto Détroit by 1743 wheretheir son

wasburiedthatyear. Their daughtermarriedJacquesCassedit Saint-

Aubin in Ste.Anneôsin 1745.



Forgotten voyageursfrom Michilimackinac ïFrançoise 
Itagisse

3. FrançoiseItagisse, anOjibwa or Chippewa,marriedJeanBaptiste

Brillant dit Beaulieu, in July1752in Michilimackinac .

Å1st voyageïsummerof 1752ïthe family movedto Sault Ste.

Marie whereCatherinewasbornin April 1753.

Å2nd voyage ï summer of 1753 ï the family returned to

Michilimackinac whereCatherinewasbaptizedin July1753.



Françoise Itagisse, continued

Å3rd voyageïsummerof 1754ïthe family movedto Montréal with

their daughterage15 months (approximately). A sonwasbornthere

in April 1755

Å4th voyageïsummerof 1756ïthe family moved to Détroit with

their two children ages3 1/3 to age 15 months (approximately).

Their son may have died en route. Their daughterFrançoisewas

bornandbaptizedin Détroit in April 1757.



Forgotten voyageursfrom Michilimackinac and Fort St. Joseph 
ïMarie  Anne Françoise Picoté de Belestre 

4. Marie Anne FrançoisePicoté de BelestremarriedLouis Césaire
Dagneau,sieurDequindre, 1736in Montréal.
ÅMarie Anne FrançoisePicotéde Belestremade four voyageswith

her mother (Marie Catherine Trottier) asa child: 1726to Détroit
andbackto Montréal ; 1729to Détroit ; theyreturnedto Montréal in
1730.

ÅTheir first threechildrenwerebornin Montréal1738ï1740, oneson
diedasaninfant.



Marie Anne Françoise Picoté de Belestre ïcontinued

Å1st voyage as an adult. In 1741, the family moved to Fort St.
Joseph, probably travelling via the Ottawa River Route to
MichilimackinacandthenonLakeMichiganto theRivièreSt. Joseph
andthento thefort with two children, ages2ï1.

ÅFour children were born betweenSeptember1741ïApril 1746 in
Fort St. Joseph.

ÅIn 1747, TheDagneauDequindreïPicotédeBelestrefamily decided
thathewould movehis businessoperationsto Michilimackinac and
thatshewould return to Montréal .



Marie Anne Françoise Picoté de Belestre ïcontinued 

Å2nd voyageï1747ïthe family departedfrom Fort St. Joseph for

Michilimackinac with six children ages9 years to about 13 months.

CharlesStanislasDagneaudit Dequindre,age13 monthswasbaptizedat

Michilimackinacon23May 1747.

Å3rd voyageïcirca May 1747, the family departedfor Montréal via the

OttawaRiver Routemaking30+ portageswith six children. Marie Anne

FrançoisePicoté de Belestrewas 7 months pregnant at the time they

departed from Michilimackinac .

ÅThe family arrived in Montréal by 24 June 1747whenLouis Césaire

DagneauDequindreandFrançoisePicotédeBelestresignedacontract.



Marie Anne Françoise Picoté de Belestre - continued 

ÅTheir sonFrançoisGuillaumeDagneaudit Dequindrewasborn at 2

oôclockin the morning on 23 July 1747 and baptized the same

day in Montréal .

ÅCirca 1748, Louis Césaire Dagneau Dequindre returned to

Michilimackinac wherehe fathereda son by ConstanceChevalier.

Their son, Antoine DagneauDequindre,was conditionally baptized

22March1749atSte.Anneôs,Mackinac.



Marie Anne Françoise Picoté de Belestre ïcontinued

ÅIn 1749, the family made the decisionto move to Détroit . He hired a

number of voyageursand on 25 May 1749 receiveda permissionto

departin two canoesfrom Montréalfor Détroit.

ÅMarie Louise Dagneaudite Dequindre wasborn and baptized 1 June

1749in Montréal .

Å4th voyageas an adult ïcirca July 1749, the family departed from

Montréal with eight children agesten to one month, travelling via

LakesOntarioandLake Erie to Détroit. They arrived in Détroit by 16

SeptemberwhenhewitnessedtheChapotonïGodefroymarriage.



Marie Anne Françoise Picoté de Belestre ïcontinued 

ÅMarie Anne François FrançoisePicoté de Belestre gave birth to four
childrenin Détroit between10 July 1750and3 May 1756. Unfortunately,
only oneof thefour childrenbornin Détroit survived.

ÅFrançoise Picoté de Belestre was buried 5 May 1756 in Ste Anne du
Détroit, two daysafter giving birth to twins who died asinfants.

ÅLouis CésaireDagneauDequindredid not remarry. He becamea colonelin
the militia, lived on rue St. Antoine in the fort, andwasburied2 February
1767in Ste. AnneduDétroit.



The route to Détroit 
Chaussegros de Léry, pèreï1726 ïCarte du Lac Ontarioïthe Niagara portage was 

7-8 miles. Voyageurscould hire the Seneca to help them on the portage



The route to Détroit ïcontinued
Portion of Thomas Hutchins 1762 map A New Map of the Western Parts of 

Virginia . . . . 



Weather on the Great Lakes could delay the voyage 

Louis Antoine de Bougainville, aide-de-camp for Louis Joseph de

Montcalm,commandantof the FrenchRegularsin North America during

the FrenchandIndian War, wrote the following in his Journalfor 31 July

1756:

ÅñThenavigation of Lake Ontario is quite dangerous and difficult .

The leastwind makesit rough, the wavesare short and frequent and

in heavyweatheronegetstireder than on the opensea.ò
ÅLouis Antoine de Bougainville and Edward P. Hamilton, editor, Adventurein the

WildernessïThe AmericanJournals of Louis Antoine de Bougainville,1756-1760

(Norman,Oklahoma,Universityof OklahomaPress,1964), p. 22.



Waves like those below are common on the Great Lakes and rough 
weather could develop fairly rapidly requiring voyageursto delay 

the voyage  or require them to move their canoes further from 
shore ï1947 photo of my Dad on Lake Huron



The strength and perseverance of all of the families who lived in 
Détroit is all the more remarkable considering the history of 

D®troitôs first fifty years 

1701 ï1710 ïthe Compagnie de la Colonie and Cadillacôs tenure:

ÅMismanagement, inter-tribal warfare, and Cadillacôs greed.

ÅCadillac granted 68 siteswithin the fort and 31 ribbon farms to

families and voyageursas a method of recruiting families and

traders to moveto Détroit ;

ÅThe smallestlot grantedto a FoundingFamily was the 20ôx 20ô

lot grantedto JacquesCampeau; the largestwasthe40ôx 70ôlot

grantedto Pierre Mallet



The strength and perseverance of all of the families who lived in 
Détroit is all the more remarkable considering the history of 

D®troitôs first fifty years ïCadillacôs grants

ÅRestriction underCadillacôsgrantsïthe owner could not engagein
the following professions without permission from Cadillac:
blacksmith, edge-tool maker, arms maker, or brewer.

ÅRights: As long as the owner fulfilled his obligations, including an
annualfee paid to Cadillac, the rights included the right to bring as
much merchandiseasthe owner wanted from Montréal and to trade
it in Détroit, as long as the owner personally traded or sold the
merchandiseand the right to sell as much as the owner wanted to
the Indians aswell asto the French



Examples of the interior of homes at Colonial Michilimackinac
Families in Détroit would have lived in similar sized homes
Photos credits: left: History from the Hearth; right: Loraine DiCerbo



The strength and perseverance of all of the families who lived in 
Détroit is all the more remarkable considering the history of 

D®troitôs first fifty years

Å1711 ïthe acting commandantcut the fort in half leaving the
following buildings outsidethe palisades: the Church,Fr. Deniauôs
house,Cadillacôshouse,and the homesof the following habitants:
FrançoisFafarddit Delorme,JosephParent, Pierre Mallet , Pierre
Roy, Pierre Robert, Michel Campeau, andHenri Bélisle.
ÅThe children or grandchildren of the families in bold-faced type left

descendantsin theDétroitRiverRegion.

Å1712ïPrior to theFox attackon thefort, thehomesoutsidethe fort
were destroyed to prevent the Fox from attacking the fort, and
the roofs of the homesinside the fort were removedto prevent the
Fox from setting the homeson fire from their fire arrows.



The homes in Détroit were particularly vulnerable to fire during the 1712 
attack on the Fort because of their wooden construction and thatched roofs 

ïphotos: Loraine DiCerbo and Gail Moreau-DesHarnais



The strength and perseverance of all of the families who lived in 
Détroit is all the more remarkable considering the history of 

D®troitôs first fifty years

Å1715ï1730ïMultiple campaignsagainstthe Fox.
ÅIn orderto minimize expenses,voyageurswererecruitedto takepart in

the campaigns. In exchangefor their participationin the campaigns,
theywerepermittedto tradefollowing thecampaign.

Å1716ï1727ïGreed of the administrators and commandants:
ÅLossof their concessionsoutsidethe fort
ÅTontyôstyrannical behavior included loss of their trading rights,

charging traders for living in the fort, charging exorbitant prices for
goods,leasingthe trade at Détroit, and assaultinghabitants.

Å1728 ïThe Jesuits founded the Mission for the Huron/Wendat in
Détroit



The Mini Stories or Timelines about most of the 
forgotten voyageursare based on the following 

original records

ÅPermissions or licenses (congés);

ÅNotary records, especially engagements and
obligations/merchantloans; and

ÅParishrecords,especiallythosewhich list the witnessesto
marriages,godparents,occupations,and the residencesof
witnesses,godparents,parents,etc.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten VoyageursïSoldierôs wives

During this period, soldiers neededpermission prior to marrying .
Although they were prohibited from marrying without permission,
many soldiers entered into marriage contracts with their future
spouseone or several years prior to their actual marriage in the
CatholicChurch.

A numberof thesecoupleshad one or more children prior to their
marriagein theCatholicChurch.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho only made one 
voyage - soldierôs wives

1. Marie Thérèse David, widow of Masse Martin , enteredinto a

marriage contract with Jacob de Marsac, sieur de Lhommetrou

andDesroches,in June 1704, prior to his departurefor a campaign

againstthe English. They married in June 1706 prior to their

departurein thelarge1706convoyto Détroit.

ÅThey may havebeenaccompaniedby her youngestdaughterby

MasseMartin, age14. ThérèseDavid waspregnantat thetime of

her voyage, she gave birth to François who was baptized22

October1706. The couplealsohada sonwho wasborn in 1704

anddiedin October1706in Montréal.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho only made one 
voyage - soldierôs wives ïcontinued 

2. Marie MadeleineFrappier enteredinto a marriage contract with

Pierre Estèvedit Lajeunessein March 1705 and married in the

CatholicChurchin April 1706.

ÅThe family is believedto havedepartedfor Détroit circa August

1707with two children, ages3 ½ to 13months.

3. Marie Louise Gauthier married Jean Casse dit St-Aubin , a

soldier,1707in Québec

ÅThe family probablydepartedfor Détroit during the fall of 1708

with two sons,ages2 ½ to 1 ½.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho only made one 
voyage 

4. AngéliquePtoloméemarriedPierre Robert in 1698.

ÅThe family departedfor Détroit during the fall of 1709with their

five children ages11ï2 ½.

ÅAfter PierreRobertôsdeath,possiblyduring an expeditionagainst

the Fox, Angélique Ptoloméemarried Guillaume Boucher in

Détroit in 1716. He may have also died during an expedition

againsttheFox.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages

5. Geneviève Charon married François Bienvenu circa 1701in Détroit.
Å1st voyageïShe may have travelled to Détroit as a servant. Four

children were born betweencirca 1701-Dec 1705, their sonRaphaël
wasburiedin 1706.

Å2nd voyageï1707 ïthe family returned to Montréal with three
children, ages6 to 1 ½ in spring 1707. In July and August 1707,
FrançoisBienvenuhired voyageursto makea voyageto Détroit andto
transportmerchandiseto Détroit.

Å3rd voyageïcirca early August 1707, the family departedfrom
Montréalfor Détroit . GenevièveCharron is believedto havedied en
route becauseaninventoryof their possessionswastaken11 September
1707in Détroit.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple voyages

6. Marie Anne Lemoine marriedFrançois Bienvenu in August 1708 in

Montréal.

Å1st voyageï1708ïpresumably,theyreturnedto Détroit thatsummer.

ÅMarie AnneLemoinehadnine children who were born and baptized in

Détroit between 1709 and December 1724, althoughone son died in

1713.

Å2nd voyageïthe family left Détroit circa 1725with their eight children

ages16 to approximatelysix months. Marie Anne Lemoine had two

more children, althoughboth died young. A nine-year-old daughteralso

died in Montréal in 1729. Their daughter,Marie Josèphemarried in

Montrealin January1731.

Å3rd voyageï1731ïthefamily returnedto Détroit .



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïJeanne Cécile Catin

7. JeanneCécileCatin marriedJacquesCampeauin 1699.

Å1st voyageïcirca September1708, JacquesCampeauandJeanneCécile

Catin departedfor Détroit with three children, ages6 to 14 months.

JeanneCécile Catin was pregnantat the time of their voyage. Shegave

birth to MarieAngéliqueCampeauon6 December1708.

ÅCadillacgrantedJacquesCampeau,a blacksmith and edge-tool maker, a

site in the fort on 17 March 1709. All of the concessionsprohibited

blacksmiths, edge-tool makers, and others from practicing their

profession without Cadillacôspermission. However, in 1706, Cadillac

had alreadyemployedJosephParentas an edge-tool maker,blacksmith

andbrewer.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïJeanne Cécile Catin ïcontinued 

ÅAlthough it is speculation,I believe that the family decided to leave
Détroit becauseCadillac would not give JacquesCampeaupermission
to practice his profession.

Å2nd voyageïin June 1710, the family departedfor Montréal with four
children, ages8 to 18 months. JeanneCécileCatin waspregnant. She
gavebirth to Nicolas Campeau18 July 1710at the Niagara Portage.
In spite of having just given birth, the family arrived in Montréal by 4
August,whereNicolaswasconditionallybaptized.

ÅJeanneCécile Catin gave birth to JeanBaptiste on 4 August 1711 in
Montréal.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïJeanne Cécile Catin - continued

ÅIn late April 1713, JacquesCampeaumade an agreementwith Daupin
de LaForest in which LaForest agreed to give Campeau two thirds of
his profits from operating asan edge-tool maker in Détroit .

Å3rd voyageïin late September1713, the family receivedpermissionto
return to Détroit, this time with six children, the youngest was a little
over a month old! ThérèseCécile Campeauwas born 16 June1714 in
Détroit.

Å4th voyageïthefamily returnedto Montréal on JeanneCécileCatinôsfinal
voyage in late 1714 or early 1715. ClaudeCampeauwas baptized25
August 1715 in Montréal, and Jeanne Cécile Catin was buried the
following day.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïJeanne Massé

8. JeanneMassémarriedMichel Campeauin 1696.

Å1st voyageïcirca September1707, the family departedfor Détroit

with their three surviving children, ages9 ½ to 18 months. Jeanne

Masséwaspregnantandgavebirth to a daughterin March 1708. A

sonwasbornin September1709.

Å2nd voyageïcirca June1710, the family returned to Montréal with

five children, including a son age 9 months. Two more children

werebornin Montréal.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïJeanne Massé ïcontinued

Å3rd and 4th voyagesïin 1730, the family returned briefly to
Détroit . Michel Campeaudiedin Montréalin 1737.

Å5th voyage- JeanneMasséreturnedto Détroit by September1752
whenshewasgodmotherto oneof hergranddaughters.

ÅJeanneMassédied in 1764 in Détroit, age87, havingsufferedfrom
dementiaorAlzheimerôsfor thepreviousthreeyears.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïMarie Madeleine Maret 

9. Marie MadeleineMaret diteLépine marriedJosephParent in 1690.

Å1706ïJosephParentarrivedin Détroit with Cadillacôs1706convoy.

Å1st voyageïOn 30 August 1707, Marie MadeleineMaret obtaineda

loan from a Montréalmerchantfor equipmentneededfor hervoyageto

Détroit. She also gave her power of attorneyto her brother prior to

departing for Détroit with sevenchildren, ages17 to 2 ½.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïMarie Madeleine Maret ïcontinued 

Å2nd and 3rd voyageïSummer of 1708, Marie Madeleine Maret

returned to Montréal . Her daughter,Marie Madeleine,age16 may

haveremainedin Détroit with her youngersiblings. On 11 September

1708, Marie MadeleineMaretobtaineda loanfrom a Montréalmerchant

for merchandiseand equipmentneededfor her voyage to Détroit .

Marie MadeleineMaret was pregnantat the time. She gave birth to

MarieAnneParentcirca 21January1709in Détroit.

Å4th voyageïthe family is believedto havereturnedto Montréalduring

the summerof 1713. Their son, Albert Gilbert and his wife, Marie

SuzanneRichardmovedto Détroit circa 1745with their family.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple voyages 
ïMarguerite Ouabankikoué

10.Marguerite Ouabankikoué, a Miami, marriedPierre Roy circa 1701

in FortSt. Joseph

ÅMarguerite was probably born around the southern end of Lake

Michigan, possiblynearFort St. Joseph. Each fall, all of the members

of the Tribe exceptthosewho were too old to walk, left their villages

and walked to the Mississippi Valley or other locationswhere buffalo

lived on a buffalo hunt. Thefamily shredtheresponsibilitieswhile on a

huntïthemenkilled thebuffalo; thewomenwereresponsiblefor flaying

the animalsthat had beenkilled, bringing the meatto their cabins,and

smokingit for preservation.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple voyages 
ïMarguerite Ouabankikoué- continued

Å1st voyageasanadultïMarguerite Ouabankikoué and Pierre Roy
moved to Detroit by the fall of 1703 from Fort St. Josephwith
their son, André Roy. Five more children were born in Détroit
between1704and1713.

Å2nd voyageï1718ïthefamily travelledto Montréal .

Å3rd voyageïbefore 1720ïthe family movedto Fort St. Philippe
(present-dayFortWayne,Indiana).

Å4th and5th voyagesï1720= theRoy family andthevoyageurswere
ordered to leaveFort St. Philippe and return to Détroit and then
return to the St. Lawrence Settlements.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple voyages 
ïMarguerite Ouabankikoué ïcontinued 

Å6th voyageïcirca 1721, rather than returning to the St. Lawrence

settlements,Marguerite and her family returned to Fort St.

Philippe where they likely remaineduntil Marie MadeleineRoy

marriedPierreChesnedit Labuttein 1728.

Å7th voyageï1728 or 1729, Margueriteand her family may have

returned to Détroit with Marie Madeleineand Pierre Chesnedit

Labuttein 1728or 1729. Shedied of smallpox and was buried in

October 1732.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple voyages ï
Madeleine Thunay

11.Marie Madeleine Thunay, widow of François Pelletier dit Antaya,

marriedPierre Mallet 9 January1698.

Å1st voyageïcirca mid-June 1706, the family departedfor Détroit with

Jean François Pelletier, her sonby FrançoisPelletierdit Antaya,age14

¾ andtheir two children, ages7 ½ to 6. Marie MadeleineThunaywas

heavilypregnantat thetime of their departure. Shegavebirth to Antoine

who wasbaptized 16August 1706.

Å2ndand3rd voyagesï1707ïDuring thespringof 1707, thefamily returned

to Montréal with JeanFrançoisPelletier,andtheir threechildrenages8 ½

to 10 months,where they purchasedtrademerchandisein late July and

earlyAugustprior to returningto Détroit .



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïMadeleine Thunay ïcontinued 

ÅFrançoisMallet was born 28 July 1708 in Détroit and Paul Mallet
wasborn28January1711in Détroit.

Å4th voyageï1712ïThe family returnedto Montréal during the
summerof 1712 with her five Mallet children, ages13 ¾ to 18
months and Jean François Pelletier dit Antaya. Like her 1706
voyage,shewaspregnant. JeanBaptisteMallet wasborn25 October
1712in Montréal.

ÅMarie MadeleineThunay and the children remainedin Montréal
through1717. Sadly,Françoiswasburiedin November1716.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïMadeleine Thunay ïcontinued 

Å5th and 6th voyagesïIn May 1717, Pierre Mallet and Marie

MadeleineThunayobtaineda largeloan for trademerchandiseprior

to departingfor Detroit with JeanFrançoisPelletier and their six

children. The family remained in Détroit through 1720, but

returnedto Montréal duringthe1720s.

Å7th voyageïIn May 1724, Pierre Mallet and Marie Madeleine

Thunay purchasedtrade merchandiseprior to retuning to Détroit

with their five children.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïMadeleine Thunay ïcontinued 

Å8th and 9th voyagesïIn early June 1726, Marie MadeleineThunay

departedfrom Détroit for Montréal with her daughter Catherine

Malletôssix children,ages8 ¾ to 11 ¾ months. In earlyAugust,Marie

Madeleine Thunay obtained loans from two merchantsfor trade

merchandiseprior to returningto Détroit .

Å10th and11th voyagesïIn 1728, Marie MadeleineThunaytravelledto

Montréal with her children. In August, she obtained loans from

merchantsfor trademerchandiseand obtainedpermissionto return to

Détroit in two canoes,mannedby eightvoyageurs.



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïMadeleine Thunay ïcontinued 

Å12th and 13th voyagesï1730 ïMarie Madeleine Thunay, her
children, and her granddaughter,CatherinePerthuis, travelled to
Montréal , whereshewitnessedher son Antoine Malletôsmarriage
contractto Marie ThérèseMaillet andobtainedloansfrom merchants
for trademerchandiseprior to returningto Détroit .

Å14th and 15th voyagesïon 27 June1733, PierreMallet give Marie
MadeleineThunaya powerof attorneyauthorizingherto sell a house
in Montréal on rue Boudoirandto investin trademerchandiseprior
to returningto Détroit .



1701 ï1710 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïMadeleine Thunay ïcontinued 

Å18 October1737ïMarie MadeleineThunaywasgodmotherto
her grandson,JeanBaptisteCampeauïthe last recordof either
oneof themin Détroit.

Å16th voyage ïcirca 1737/1738, the family moved to the
Mississippi Valley. Marie MadeleineThunay was 65 or 66.
She died prior to 11 September 1738, when Pierre Mallet
transferreda life interestin a house,furnishings,and a billiard
hall to DanielLegrasto satisfya debtfrom 1719or 1720. Pierre
Mallet died at 5 a.m. on 2 November 1738 in Kaskaskia at
the ageof 62¾.



1711 ï1720 ïForgotten Voyageurswho only made one 

voyage  

1. Marie Anne Chesne married Jacques Godefroy, sieur de

Mauboeuf, in 1712.

Å1719ïthe family probablytravelledto Détroit during the springor

summerof 1719with their daughterage4.

2. Élisabeth Chevaudier marriedPierre Buteau in 1703.

Å1718ïThefamily travelledto Détroit duringthespringof 1718with

four children,aged12 to 1 ½.



1711 ï1720 ïForgotten Voyageurswho only made one 
voyage  

3. Marie Deguire dit Larose travelledto Détroit asa singlewoman

prior to 1720. ShemarriedJean Baptiste Goyau dit Lagarde 29

January1720in Détroit.

4. Marie Anne Sauvagemarried François Lotman dit Barrois in

1717.

Å1720 ïthe family probably travelled to Détroit during the late

summerof 1720with a daughterage3 ½.



1711 ï1720 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïJeanne Duguay

5. Jeanne Duguay married Jacques Cardinal in February 1715.

Å1st voyageïIn August 1715, she receivedpermissionto travel to

Détroit to join herhusbandandto bring trademerchandisewith her.

Å2nd voyageï1716ïJeanneDuguayandJacquesCardinalreturnedto

Montréal . Their daughterwasbornin Montréalin August1717.

Å3rd voyageï1718ïthe family returnedto Détroit with a daughter,

age 12 months. Their son Jacqueswas born in March 1719 and

baptizedin December.



1711 ï1720 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïJeanne Duguay - continued

Å4th voyageï1720ïthe family returnedto Montréal in the springor

summer1720with two childrenagesapproximately3 ï15 months.

Their sonJosephwasbornOctober.

ÅThreemore children wereborn in Montréal in 1723, 1726, and son

JeanBaptistein May 1728.

Å5th voyageï1728- the family returnedto Détroit with five children

ages11 to 3 ½ monthscirca early September1728. Three more

childrenwerebornin Détroit between1729ï1735.



1711 ï1720 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïMarie Catherine Mallet

6. Marie Catherine Mallet married Pierre Perthuis circa March 1716. 

ÅVoyagingwasin herblood,havingmadefour voyageswith her parents,

Marie MadeleineThunayandPierreMallet: 1706ïto Détroit; 1707ïto

Montréalandbackto Détroit; 1712ïto Montréal.

Å1st voyageasa marriedwomanïcirca August 1718, CatherineMallet and

PierrePerthuisdepartedfor Détroit with their one-yearold son. Shemay

havebeenpregnantat the time, astheir first daughterwasborncirca 1718

in Détroit.

ÅTwo moredaughterswerebornin Détroit 1720and1721.



1711 ï1720 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïMarie Catherine Mallet - continued

Å2nd and 3rd voyagesas a marriedwomenïin the early summerof

1723, CatherineMallet departedfor Montréal with four children,

ages5 ¾ to 1 ¾. While shewas in Montréal, sheobtaineda loan

from a merchantfor trade merchandiseon 23 August. Like her

motherwhenshemadeher first voyageto Détroit, shewas pregnant

whenshedepartedfor Détroit .

ÅCatherineMallet gavebirth to asonon 14November1723in Détroit,

andadaughteron 14June1725.



1711 ï1720 ïForgotten Voyageurs who made multiple 
voyages ïMarie Catherine Mallet ïcontinued 

Å4th and 5th voyagesas a married woman ïin early June 1726,

CatherineMallet departedfor Montréal with her mother, Marie

MadeleineThunay. andhersix children,ages8 ¾ to 11 ¾ months. In

late July, Catherine Mallet hired a voyageur to bring trade

merchandiseto Détroit. In early August,sheobtaineda loan for the

trade merchandisethat she had purchasedprior to returning to

Détroit .

ÅCatherineMallet gave birth to five more children betweenMarch

1727andNovember1734in Détroit.



1711 ï1720 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple 
voyages ïMarie Catherine Mallet ïcontinued 

ÅMadeleine Perthuis married Joseph Roy in 1736; Catherine
Perthuis marriedJeanBaptisteCampeauin 1737.

Å6th voyageasa marriedwomanïsometimeduring1737or 1738, the

PerthuisïMallet and Mallet ïThunay families moved to the

Mississippi Valley. ThePerthuisïMallet family includedtheir nine

unmarriedchildren. MadeleinePerthuisand JosephRoy and their

two childrenmayhaveaccompaniedthefamily. In March1739, their

daughterMarguerite Perthuismarried JacquesBaston in Cahokia,

Illinois.



1721 ï1730 ïForgotten Voyageurswho only made one voyage 

1. Jeanne Caron married Pierre Meloche 16 August 1729 in
Montréal. On 23 August,hereceivedpermissionto makea trading
voyageto Détroit. He purchasedtrademerchandisethe following
day andthecoupletravelledto Détroit . Their first child wasborn
in November1730.

2. Angélique Girard married Antoine Cuillerier in 1722. In late
May or earlyJune1729, shedepartedwith hermotherin law, Marie
CatherineTrottier, in two canoeswith four menin eachcanoewho
transportedtwo women and six children to Detroit . Angélique
Girardôschildrenwereages4 to 1.



1721 ï1730 ïForgotten Voyageurswho only made one voyage 

3. Marie MadeleineMorand marriedNicolasLauzon in 1726.
ÅCircaAugust1729, theydepartedfor Détroit with two childrenages

3 to 1 ¾. Marie Madeleine Morand gave birth to Louise
GenevièveLauzon on 1 October while they were en route.
Å
ÅThefamily arrivedin Détroit by 1 NovemberwhenLouiseGeneviève

wasbaptized. Sadly,Marie MadeleineMorand died in 1732.

ÅIn 1733, a merchant forced the saleof their home in Montréal to
partially satisfy a merchant loan that the couplehadcontractedin
August1730beforetheirmoveto Détroit.



1721 ï1730 ïForgotten Voyageurswho made multiple voyages

4. Marie Catherine Trottier , widow of Jean Cuillerier , and mother of

Antoine Cuillerier and Jean Baptiste Cuillerier dit Beaubien,married

François Marie Picotéde Belestrein 1714.

Å1st and2nd voyageïCirca May 1726, Marie CatherineTrottier departedfor

Détroit with her two children, ages11 and 7 to bring provisionsto her

husband. Theyarebelievedto havereturnedto Montréal thesameyear.

Å3rd voyageïIn 1729, Marie CatherineTrottier and Angélique Girard

departedfor Detroit in two canoes,mannedby four voyageursin each

canoe,with their children. Her husband was buried 9 October 1729 in

Détroit .

Å4th voyageï1730ïMarie CatherineTrottier returnedto Lachine with her

children. Shewasburied26February1731in Lachine.



The strength and perseverance of all of the families who lived in 
Détroit is all the more remarkable considering the history of 

D®troitôs first fifty years

Å1732 ï1733 ïSmallpox epidemic

Å1734 ï1753 ïNew Franceôs administrators granted concessions 

outside the fort:

Å1734

Å1736

Å1743 ï1747

Å1750 ï1753 



The Détroit River Region during the 1730s ïthe fort in 1732



Detail from a copy of Henri Louis Deschamps de Boish®bertôs 1731 
map of the Détroit River Region


