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Jean Baptiste Chevalier

He was a voyageur and merchant at Montréal and later at the Michilimackinac post. He was first
hired by the Jesuits to travel to the pays d O ehaut to work with the Ottawas for three years,

beginning 2 August 1700, as seen in the contract below.
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Jean Baptiste was hired to stay and work with the Ottawas for an additional year, as indicated
by the letter below, written by Jacques Gravier to the reverend Pere de Lamberville , dated 2
March 1702, indicating the presence of Jean Baptiste Chevalier at the lllinois mission for 3
years, and asking permission to pay him for a fourth:

OAfter having wr

L B LASTRRS YO LANRKERVILLA =
£ Thare chetper Dhan bare, and whone passags
el somt we nathing *

[Badowend | ** March 5, 1703, Tavele. ")

Mv Reviasxp Fatuss,
Paa Chrwtl

After havisg writies & good &Sead, I bave besa
szable to avold makiog sysslf respoasibile Sere for
246 lwres 10 scls for Jean Naptiste chevalier, whe
Sas served o for searly ) yearn.  Me wihibed to leave
me beare, wherw be coadd earn as Muck as 400 Neren
per ansum; o that scccuat, 1 cogaged bim for a
4% yoar —to Sagia on The 271h of July of this year,
aod sod oo e same Day of The yoar 1703, ~ 1z the
prosence of witncsses asd by a sigzed costract. 1
an sot aware that be bas Noceived more thans o
escus for the 3 yearn. It & the painful sccossity
0 which | am redoced of mecicg the 35 ook
massbonmaries withoot a man thiy susumer which b
compeliod me to promdse him 300 Nvres for that 45
year; Sof, i3 ooder thal e may cost caly 190 lvees
Mt quebec, | bog Your Kevereoce to pay THe catra
§0 Bvres that [ pive Bim.  This suen | have advnsced
himm out of the mooey thal Your Reverence sast
Save Received from fatber Lila asd from fstber
Loseur —of whikh, as | wrole w0 you, they inform
e by their Lettern.  Thaes there will Se entered in
he quebae sotounis caly 2006 livees #o sols paid for
chevalior oa his wages, for 3 yoars endisg oa e
ek of July of this your, 1200: and ahowgh |
prosisad Rim an cutre smenat of 50 Nvees, be wiB
et have anly 10 saws W gerber for T S
PONT o BtGunse wo sl pay Bim The 50 livres thas
1 sdvanis N ot of The mosay 10 my oredin In
Your Revervacn™s hiada, And | bag You o poy

= - t3) LATTERS TO LANBRERVILLE -

procptly and puncezally The sote that | made ot In
favor of slenr & Iberville, for & & important that he
should mot szpposs that your Neverssce has Aay
rouble iz paying what we bave taken from bim Sere;
we would be zoable to obtain saything more bere.
We will take sothing cxcept in case of extreme
sotessty ; dot, after all, if Your RKevervsce do oot
send ua what we sk, we sball be obliged o procese
i bere, ot an advance of from § 1o g0 per ceatl.  Place
8o reliasce whalever on Moasiowr Lesseur, whose
srrogasce b Unbearable, and who has dad & grousd.
s gquartel with me about his cance, which wea
plandered 8t [WSari&) and sbomt The sppropristion
of & hundeed Bvees of powder. T am grostly mis.
ken I e Soms aat Joave his compeny W jein
Mossioar 4 Therville, My Reversnd father, slways
accept from Both of them whatever they ofar pon,
M ¥ you 2ad wo Soubs of thelr siscerity. Pet Jec
wa cake the Right measures with the persoss to wiom
thess afaim pertale to maintaio ourselves ia this oew
coloay,~~whase we shall 3¢ 30 loss persecuted than
2 chics aad slewhere, Usloms God grast me His
sure ald for my coorversios, | aball oo Joager Jave azy-
thing of the Haligioss about me axcept The dabet. |
memals with Cosat Respect, @3 Tie sacred Deart
of Jesua,
your Reversooe s
very Sambdle and
very obodient servast,
Jacgues Gravies, 8.1,

This 2448 of march, 1500,

AL bt ] [aem about) o stast,

(Addressed: *“‘My Revesresd Fatber., Reveread
Pather De Lambderville, of The socviety of Jeses, ot
e coliage of Loals Lo grand, Paria.™')

deal, | have been unable to
avoid myself responsible

here for 216 livres 10 sols for
Jean Baptiste Chevalier, who
has served for nearly 3

years. He wished toleaveme
here, where he could earn as
Much as 400 livres per
annum; on that account, |
engaged him fora 4 ™ year, -
to begin on the 17 " of July of
this year, and end on the
same day of The year
1703, é0

~Letter from Jacques

Gravier to Pere de
Lamberville o Thwaites , The
Jesuit Relations and allied
document séVvol-.
34



Jean Baptiste Chevalier and
Marie Francoise  Alavoine
were married 6 April 1709 In
Montreal.
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Other Records for Jean Baptiste Chevalier

19 June 1713: Letter from Missionary Joseph -Jacques Marest to Vaudreuil , regarding
Jean Baptiste Chevalier and t he tioyweée wsséz déblaalme 0
baye6 (found enough wheat at the bay).

Aconge (per mi ssion to trade) was sJetledof Moatredl, Bgnes t 1
and Boileau of Chamblyodo t o Jsttenne BRop and sne @herCh e v ¢
unknown individual to go to St. Joseph in July 1718. (See below)
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In addition to the congée obtained by Jean Baptiste Chevalier,
he and his wife, Marie Francoise Alavoine , were also given
loans by her parents, Charles Alavoine and Marie Therese

Machard , which were used to move the family to
Michilimackinac:

12 July 1718: An obligation (loan) by Jean Baptiste Chevalier
and Marie Francoise Alavoine , hired t o t rpay eds
8taBas 0 ( count r Ptawds ), withehe acceptance of

1650 livres of good merchandise and money.

14 July 1718: An additional obligation  of Jean Baptiste
Chevalier and Marie Francoise Alavoine of 1250 livres, with
the provision that another trip is made to the pays d O ehaut

the month of August the following year (1719), as partial
repayment.
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11 Sept 1719: Notary record from
JB Adhémar , regarding the
engagement of Louis Quintal to the
pays do0 e nhired bydean
Baptiste Chevalier (who went
along) for the payment of 180
livres in beaver pelts. Since Jean
Baptiste was actually in the pays
doen hhasuobther -in-law, Marie
Therese Machar[d] Alavoine , signed
In his absence (see right):

dhémar, Jear Bapriste LT1H=1714  oumon=ao3
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Chevalier Children born in Montréal:

AMarie Charlotte 8 1710
AMarie Anne - 1712

ACatherine - 1714 (Died two days
later)

AMichel Jean Baptiste (Machar) -
1715

AMarie Joséphe - 1718




Chevalier Children born in Michilimackinac:

A Marie Constance ( scante ) 81719 -
A Louis Thérése 81720 | '

S g - g
— 4 =
—

A Josephe Marguerite 8 17- —
A Marie (Manon) 81724
A Anne Charlotte Véronique (Nane
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When Fort Michilimackinac was reconstructed on the south side of the strait, it was
Intended to be protection against further attacks from Indians, and to be a major hub for
trading, due to its centralized location between Montreal, les postesde | 0 Ou ansl bther
fortsinthe pays diaue nBy the time Michilimackinac was re -established, Jean
Baptiste had already been involved in the fur trade for almost a decade.




From this point, Jean Baptiste becomes more merchant than voyageur, aside from

occasional trips between Michilimackinac and Montréal, until the time of his death

between 1746 and 1747. His brother, Jean, began his voyageur status with trips to

the pays doenlRdthe pays doe mandlGendt Riviere (referring to the
Ottawa River) in 1729, and St. Joseph in 1730. Mo

was the one who traveled to Michilimackinac in 17
and Jean Baptiste were also voyageurs, operating out of the parish of Sorel, like their
father. Joseph made a trip to the pays doe nnlh28and two trips to

Michilimackinac in 1735.and 1737.

gy arart 1720 g
//{j(i Cﬂ’/i/; /2
S T 19 Aug-1730
ot P Record of
Jean Baptiste
[Jean]
Chevalier

voyage to St.
Joseph




Chevalier Brothers (Jean Baptiste, Jean & sons) d Known Locations Traveled
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How do you establish a strong trade network?

AHaving a large family helps (15 of 16 children survived)

AHaving many friends, family, in -laws and partners already
Involved in the trade. ( Jetté , LeDuc , Lauzon)

AHaving strong marital connections to the trade industry.
AHaving established trade connections at various locations.
ABeing able to speak a variety of native languages.

AHaving literate, involved wives, who often take charge of
ordering supplies and signing documents in your absence.



Chevalier children, their spouses, and their
Involvement in the fur trade network.

ACathérine :Born and died in Montréal in 1714, surviving only two days.

AAnne Thérese Esther (Esther) : Third youngest, born in 1732, married Jean
Etienne Chenier at Michilimackinac in 1752. They had no children, and no
record of involvement in the fur trade to date, but his uncle (Jean -Baptiste) was
a company representative, who made at least one trip to lllinois Territory in
1750. They are present in no records at Michilimackinac after their marriage in
1752. They relocated to lle -Perr6t by 1760, and lived there the rest of their
lives.
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Esther Chevalier & Jean Etienne Chenier Family d Known Locations Traveled
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Charles Alavoine Chevalier

first found

Monsieurs ] dela Companie des Indes 0

n notari al
f or 5

was born in 1727 at
recor ds

p i

Two records shown below indicate his involvement at
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Another record indicated his presence at St. Joseph with his
brother, Louis, on 23 October 1748:




He was hired as a
voyageur on two
separate
occasions, one
on 29 March
1754 to go to

t hhe OPoOst e

LOoOuéstandg
another in 1765
to go to La Baye,
La Pointe
(Chequamegon )
or St. Joseph.
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1765 Engagement Contract for Charles Chevalier



A Charles married Geneviéve Dubois, and they relocated to St -Cuthbert. Two children
were born in 1785 and 1786, but neither seems to have survived to adulthood.

AIn 1788, he was hired by Charles Patterson (trader and early founder of the North

West Company) to travel to and overwinter in Michilimackinac and Nipigon.
Patterson and his crew, including Charles Chevalier, were caught in a storm and all
were drowned in Lake Michigan, at a place formerly called Maiaweg , but now known

as Point Patterson.




Charles Chevalier
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Angélique Chevalier was born 1733, married Antoine Nicolas Lauzon on 22 Feb

1759 at Detroit, son of Nicolas Seraphin , and grandson of  Seraphin , who was also
Ang®l i qmed® (by marriage to her fatherodos vyo
Couple # 7888 [Family]
of SERAPHIN LAUZON and ELISABETH ISABELLE CHEVALIER
Death :1737-05-19 Death :1742-05-20
Burial : 1737-05-20 Montréal (Notre-Dame-de-Montréal) Burial : 1742-05-21 Montréal (Notre-Dame-de-Montréal)
Father : GILLES LAUZON Father : J0oSeEpH CHEVALIER
Mother : MARIE ARCHAMBAULT Mother : MARIE MARTHE FRANCOISE BARTON
Couple Couple

Previous couple with JEANNE DESROCHES
Marriage : 1697-10-07 Montréal (Notre-Dame-de-Montréal)

Liste of the married children :

m 1781-07-30 SERAPHIN
Montréal (Notre-Dame-de-Montréal) [Couple] GENEVIEVE THERESE JETTE
f 1738-02-14 MARIE ELISABETH
Montréal (Notre-Dame-de-Montréal) [Couple] NICOLAS CARON
f 1736=05=14 FRANCOISE
Montréal (Notre-Dame-de-Montréal) [Couple] JEAN CARON
m 1759°10-22 JOSEPH

Montréal (Notre-Dame-de-Montréal) [Couple] MARIE JOSEPHE POTHIER
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5 June 1723: Commitment of Nicolas Lauzon, Jean Veine and Urbain Jetté to Michilimackinac



AAnt oine Nicolas Lauzon thehisntdemeuantalbmstedas a o0
Nord6 (resident | iving at the North coast) In t
Marie Angeéligue , in Detroit. He was buried there 16 May 1770.

A The son of Antoine and Angéligue , Antoine Nicolas Lauzon, worked for the North
West company under trader Angus Macklntosh until March of 1802, when he was
murdered at Saginaw by an Indian names Kishkauko for refusing to give him liquor.

= ~ A Two grandchildren (sons of Seraphin Antoine Lauzon and Marie Louise Moran),
— C4emenLand,M3aurme ' both signed engagement contracts at Detroit to work for

,_:_:WJ and Hardscrabble on the Chicago River - 8 Clement was hucedto S
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Angeéligue remarried to Louis Casse dit St. Aubin in 1775, also the son of a
former voyageur, Pierre Casse dit St. Aubin, who was hired to make a trip out
west in 1735 and who made trips from Montréal to Detroit in 1742 and 1743,

but settled at Detroit permanently prior to the 1765 census.
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Contract of Pierre Casse St. Aubin to Detroit, 14 June 1743
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Joseph Maurice Chevalier
the fur trade - he learned skills as an

was born 1728 at Michilimackinac. He had little to do with
armurier

(gunsmith) by training with his uncle, Antoine

Deshétres , at Fort St. Joseph (see document below).

He became an Armurier

du Roi , or a gunsmith of the King on 16 October 1749, living at Trois
Rivieres . Shortly after on 4 Nov 1749, he married Marie Louise

Durosseau in Montréal, They

had 18 children (15 survived birth, but only 3 survived until adulthood).
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"Memoir of the works that | Joseph Chevalier
provided, by order of Monsieur de Villeray
being at the post of Saint -Joseph for the
service of the king". Certificate of Benjamin
Rouer de Villeray , commander at the Nipigon
post, "detached to go to St. Joseph in front of

the canoes of the lllinois." "Stop the present
memoir at the sum of thirty -two

pounds." Signed Hocquart .10 Aug 1747



A Between the years of 1750 to 1757, while at Trois -Rivieres , Joseph faced many
Instances of litigation and dealt with many legal difficulties d some involved land
and property (initiated by him); others involved payment for his services. In 1753,
he was also the withess to a rape, against Barthélemy Sicard dit Marselille.

AIn 1759 , he was also called to be an interpreter and to help translate in the case of
Mar i e sauvmageoof t he Panis Nationo, accused of kn
sister -in -law) and Marie -Josephe Chatelain (Chastelain ). His uncle Dr. Charles
Alavoine was also present.

AAfter this point, he seems to have given
In 1764 he was hired by Aaron Hart:

oOn 23 Aug 1763, the authoriti-Bgeresepenettha poags

Har t , Merchantdo that was t o ineghexsummer daf h764r édaldintamd ,s e

now officially governor

, Wrote to Thomas Gage
Rivieresd was Ocomposed of a Jew and of a sergeant
became interested in the fur trade. He engaged the best -known voyageurs in the region,

among them Joseph Chevalier, Louis  Pilliard the younger and Joseph Blondin . His initiatives
pai d off and he continued to expand thi ¢
John English, Canadads Entrepreneur s: From t he

(2011), p66.
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In 1769, Joseph Chevalier
was hired by LaFramboise
[most likely Jean Baptiste

Fafard dit LaFramboise , his
nNi eced0s husband]
trading among the Tétes de

Boules orobahdéadso,
referring to one of the First
Nation tribes, (related to the

Atikamekw). Joseph, like
most of the other Chevaliers,
could speak a number of
native languages and was
often used as an interpreter.
The settlement of the Tétes
de Boules was located
between the St -Maurice,
Gatineau and Ottawa River
Basins.
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Only three children of Joseph Chevalier and LoDis®seauived long enough to
marryd Marie (b 1757) marriedanvieMaillot on 12 Nov 1804 in $ustache, Quebec;
Jean Baptiste (b 1764) married Marie Ahieevieuxon 19 Nov 1804 in Repentigny,
Quebec; and Joseph (b 1758) married Genevieve Charbonneau on 10 Feb 1807 at
Anne de Detroit, and later married Francdsaoreton 20 Aug 1811.

With Genevieve Charbonneau, he had twin sons (Joseph and Louis) born on 3 Oct 1
d Joseph died at four days old (it is possible Genevieve died in childbirth in this tim
frame as well).

He had one son, Joseph born on 13 Sept 1813. His wife Francoise died two weeks |
on 27 Sept 1813.
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Luc Chevalier - bornin 1735, the youngest of the Chevalier children. Little is
known about him, except that he married a woman of unknown native origin, and had
four children (Marie Angéligue , Marguerite, Joseph and Jean Baptiste), three baptized
at Michilimackinac the same day in 1786. One thing we do know d he was literate
enough to sign his name.



