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Jean Baptiste Chevalier
He was a voyageur and merchant at Montréal and later at the Michilimackinac post. He was first 

hired by the Jesuits to travel to the pays dõenhaut to work with the Ottawas for three years, 

beginning 2 August 1700, as seen in the contract below. 



Jean Baptiste was hired to stay and work with the Ottawas for an additional year, as indicated 
by the letter below, written by Jacques Gravier to the reverend Père de Lamberville , dated 2 
March 1702, indicating the presence of Jean Baptiste Chevalier at the Illinois mission for 3 

years, and asking permission to pay him for a fourth:

òAfter having written a good 

deal, I have been unable to 

avoid myself responsible 

here for 216 livres 10 sols for 

Jean Baptiste Chevalier, who 

has served for nearly 3 

years. He wished toleaveme

here, where he could earn as 

Much as 400 livres per 

annum; on that account, I  

engaged him for a 4 th year, -

to begin on the 17 th of July of 

this year, and end on the 

same day of The year 

1703,éó

~Letter from Jacques 

Gravier to Pere de 

Lamberville ðThwaites , The 

Jesuit Relations and allied 

documentséVol. 66, pp32-

34



Jean Baptiste Chevalier and 
Marie Françoise Alavoine
were married 6 April 1709 in 
Montréal.



Other Records for Jean Baptiste Chevalier

19 June 1713: Letter from Missionary Joseph -Jacques Marest to Vaudreuil , regarding 
Jean Baptiste Chevalier and the òyoung Reaumeó, who had òtrouvé asséz de bled a la 

bayeó (found enough wheat at the bay). [Green Bay]

A congé (permission to trade) was sold 19 August 1717 by òJetté of Montreal, Baines 
and Boileau of Chamblyó to Jean Baptiste Chevalier, Éstienne Roy, and one other 

unknown individual to go to St. Joseph in July 1718. (See below)



In addition to the congé obtained by Jean Baptiste Chevalier, 
he and his wife, Marie Françoise Alavoine , were also given 
loans by her parents, Charles Alavoine and Marie Thérèse 

Machard , which were used to move the family to 
Michilimackinac:

12 July 1718: An obligation (loan) by Jean Baptiste Chevalier 
and Marie Françoise Alavoine , hired to travel to the òpais des 

8ta8as ó (country of the Ottawas ), with the acceptance of 
1650 livres of good merchandise and money.

14 July 1718:  An additional obligation of Jean Baptiste 
Chevalier and Marie Françoise Alavoine of 1250 livres, with 

the provision that another trip is made to the pays dõenhaut
the month of August the following year (1719), as partial 

repayment.



Fort Michilimackinac

Chevalier House (South Southeast Rowhouse 18)



.

11 Sept 1719: Notary record from 

JB Adhémar , regarding the 

engagement of Louis Quintal to the 

pays dõen haut, hired by Jean 

Baptiste Chevalier (who went 

along) for the payment of 180 

livres in beaver pelts. Since Jean 

Baptiste was actually in the pays 

dõen haut, his mother -in -law, Marie 

Therese Machar[d] Alavoine , signed 

in his absence (see right):



Chevalier Children born in Montréal:

ÅMarie Charlotte ð1710

ÅMarie Anne - 1712

ÅCatherine - 1714 (Died two days 
later)

ÅMichel Jean Baptiste (Machar) -
1715

ÅMarie Josèphe - 1718



Chevalier Children born in Michilimackinac:

ÅMarie Constance  ( Coussante ) ð1719

ÅLouis Thérèse ð1720

ÅJosèphe Marguerite ð1722

ÅMarie (Manon) ð1724

ÅAnne Charlotte Véronique (Nanette) ð1726

ÅCharles - 1727 

ÅJoseph Maurice - 1728

ÅLouis Paschal ð1730

ÅAnne Thérèse Esther ð1732

ÅAngélique ð1733

ÅLuc - 1735



When Fort Michilimackinac was reconstructed on the south side of the strait, it was 
intended to be protection against further attacks from Indians, and to be a major hub for 
trading, due to its centralized location between Montréal, les postes de lõOuestand other 

forts in the pays dõen haut . By the time Michilimackinac was re -established, Jean 
Baptiste had already been involved in the fur trade for almost a decade.



From this point, Jean Baptiste becomes more merchant than voyageur, aside from 
occasional trips between Michilimackinac and Montréal, until the time of his death 
between 1746 and 1747. His brother, Jean, began his voyageur status with trips to 
the pays dõen hautin 1726, the pays dõen haut and Grand Rivière (referring to the 
Ottawa River) in 1729, and St. Joseph in 1730. Most likely Jeanõs son, Jean Baptiste, 
was the one who traveled to Michilimackinac in 1736 and 1742. Jeanõs sons, Joseph 
and Jean Baptiste were also voyageurs, operating out of the parish of Sorel, like their 

father. Joseph made a trip to the pays dõen haut in 1728 and two trips to 
Michilimackinac in 1735 and 1737.  

19 Aug 1730 

Record of 

Jean Baptiste 

[Jean] 

Chevalier 

voyage to St. 

Joseph



Chevalier Brothers (Jean Baptiste, Jean & sons)  ðKnown Locations Traveled



How do you establish a strong trade network?

ÅHaving a large family helps (15 of 16 children survived)

ÅHaving many friends, family, in -laws and partners already 
involved in the trade. ( Jetté , LeDuc , Lauzon)

ÅHaving strong marital connections to the trade industry.

ÅHaving established trade connections at various locations.

ÅBeing able to speak a variety of native languages.

ÅHaving literate, involved wives, who often take charge of 
ordering supplies and signing documents in your absence.



Chevalier children, their spouses, and their 
involvement in the fur trade network.

ÅCathérine : Born and died in Montréal in 1714, surviving only two days.

ÅAnne Thérèse Esther (Esther) : Third youngest, born in 1732, married Jean 
Étienne Chenier at Michilimackinac in 1752. They had no children, and no 
record of involvement in the fur trade to date, but his uncle (Jean -Baptiste) was 
a company representative, who made at least one trip to Illinois Territory in 
1750. They are present in no records at Michilimackinac after their marriage in 
1752.  They relocated to Île -Perrôt by 1760, and lived there the rest of their 
lives.



Esther Chevalier ðJean Étienne Chenier Family ðKnown Locations Traveled



Charles Alavoine Chevalier was born in 1727 at Michilimackinac . He was  
first found in notarial records on 5 July 1741 for an obligation to òMrs [sic -

Monsieurs ] de la Companie des Indes ó for 5 pieces of cloth and 200 livres of powder.  
Two records shown below indicate his involvement at Michilimackinac . 

Certificate of Charles -

Joseph de Noyelles de 

Fleurimont , 

Michilimakinac Acting 

Commanding Officer, 

provisions supplied by 

Charles Chevalier. 

12 June 1747

òé.payment of the 

expenses incurred for the 

service of the King in the 

upper country [ pays dõen 

haut ] on the occasion of 

the movements of the 

savage nations ó 

29 Oct 1749



Another record indicated his presence at St. Joseph with his 
brother, Louis, on 23 October 1748:



He was hired as a 
voyageur on two 

separate 
occasions, one 
on 29 March 
1754 to go to 
the òPoste de 
LõOuestó, and 

another in 1765 
to go to La Baye, 

La Pointe 
(Chequamegon ) 
or St. Joseph.

1765 Engagement Contract for Charles Chevalier 



ÅCharles married Geneviève Dubois, and they relocated to St -Cuthbert. Two children 
were born in 1785 and 1786, but neither seems to have survived to adulthood.

ÅIn 1788, he was hired by Charles Patterson (trader and early founder of the North 
West Company) to travel to and overwinter in Michilimackinac and Nipigon. 

Patterson and his crew, including Charles Chevalier, were caught in a storm and all 
were drowned in Lake Michigan, at a place formerly called Maiaweg , but now known 

as Point Patterson.



Charles Chevalier ðKnown Locations Traveled



Angélique Chevalier was born 1733, married Antoine Nicolas Lauzon on 22 Feb 
1759 at Detroit, son of Nicolas Seraphin , and grandson of Seraphin , who was also 

Ang®liqueõsuncle (by marriage to her fatherõs younger sister, Elizabeth).



Antoine Nicolas Lauzon 
had limited involvement 

in trading, mainly at 
Detroit. His father, 

Nicolas, made at least 
one trip with Urbain

Jetté (his brother -in -law) 
and Jean Veine from 

Repentigny to 
Michilimackinac on 5 

June 1723, and another 
to Michilimackinac in 

1740, plus Nicolas made 
one to Detroit in 1757, 

possibly accompanied by 
his son, Antoine Nicolas, 

who remained in the 
Detroit area and married 

Angélique there just a 

couple of years later . 

5 June 1723: Commitment of Nicolas Lauzon, Jean Veine and Urbain Jetté to Michilimackinac



ÅAntoine Nicolas Lauzon was described as a òhabitant demeurant a la coste du 
Nord ó (resident living at the North coast) in the baptismal record for his daughter, 

Marie Angélique , in Detroit. He was buried there 16 May 1770. 

ÅThe son of Antoine and Angélique , Antoine Nicolas Lauzon, worked for the North 
West company under trader Angus MackIntosh until March of 1802, when he was 

murdered at Saginaw by an Indian names Kishkauko for refusing to give him liquor.

ÅTwo grandchildren (sons of Seraphin Antoine Lauzon and Marie Louise Moran), 
Clement and Maurice both signed engagement contracts at Detroit to work for 

William H. Wallace and Hardscrabble on the Chicago River ðClement was hired to 
work from 31 August 1826 to 1 June 1827 for $75, and Maurice was hired from 

July 1826 until 1 June 1827 for $140.



Angélique remarried to Louis Casse dit St. Aubin in 1775, also the son of a 
former voyageur, Pierre Casse dit St. Aubin, who was hired to make a trip out 
west in 1735 and who made trips from Montréal to Detroit in 1742 and 1743, 

but settled at Detroit permanently prior to the 1765 census.

Contract of Pierre Casse St. Aubin to Detroit, 14 June 1743



Angélique Chevalier & Lauzon/St. Aubin Family and Descendants 
- Known Locations Traveled



Joseph Maurice Chevalier was born 1728 at Michilimackinac. He had little to do with 
the fur trade  - he learned skills as an armurier (gunsmith) by training with his uncle, Antoine 

Deshêtres ,  at Fort St. Joseph (see document below).
He became an Armurier du Roi , or a gunsmith of the King on 16 October 1749, living at Trois -

Rivières . Shortly after on 4 Nov 1749, he married Marie Louise Durosseau in Montréal, They 
had 18 children (15 survived birth, but only 3 survived until adulthood).

"Memoir of the works that I Joseph Chevalier 

provided, by order of Monsieur de Villeray , 

being at the post of Saint -Joseph for the 

service of the king". Certificate of Benjamin 

Rouer de Villeray , commander at the Nipigon 

post, "detached to go to St. Joseph in front of 

the canoes of the Illinois." "Stop the present 

memoir at the sum of thirty -two 

pounds." Signed Hocquart . 10 Aug 1747



ÅBetween the years of 1750 to 1757, while at Trois -Rivières , Joseph faced many 
instances of litigation and dealt with many legal difficulties ðsome involved land 

and property (initiated by him); others involved payment for his services. In 1753, 
he was also the witness to a rape, against Barthélemy Sicard dit Marseille.

ÅIn 1759 , he was also called to be an interpreter and to help translate in the case of 
Marie, a òsauvage of the Panis Nationó, accused of knifing Marguerite Cardin (his 

sister -in -law) and Marie -Josèphe Châtelain (Chastelain ). His uncle Dr. Charles 
Alavoine was also present.

ÅAfter this point, he seems to have given up his position as the Kingõs Gunsmith, and 
in 1764 he was hired by Aaron Hart:

òOn 23 Aug 1763, the authorities opened a post office at Trois-Rivières ôin the house of Mr. 
Hart, Merchantõ that was to remain there for seven years.in the summer of 1764 Haldimand , 
now officially governor, wrote to Thomas Gage that ôthe group of British merchants in Trois-

Rivièresõ was ôcomposed of a Jew and of a sergeant and an Irish soldier on half payõ. Hart so 
became interested in the fur trade. He engaged the best -known voyageurs in the region, 

among them Joseph Chevalier, Louis Pilliard the younger and Joseph Blondin . His initiatives 
paid off and he continued to expand this lucrative undertaking.ó 

John English, Canadaõs Entrepreneurs: From the Fur Trade to the 1929 Stock Market Crash
(2011), p66.



In 1769, Joseph Chevalier 
was hired by LaFramboise
[most likely Jean Baptiste 

Fafard dit LaFramboise , his 
nieceõs husband] to go 

trading among the Têtes de 
Boules  or òball-headsó, 

referring to one of the First 
Nation tribes, (related to the 

Atikamekw). Joseph, like 
most of the other Chevaliers, 

could speak a number of 
native languages and was 

often used as an interpreter. 
The settlement of the Têtes

de Boules was located 
between the St -Maurice, 

Gatineau and Ottawa River 
Basins.

Map of sampling stations on the St -Maurice and Gatineau Rivers.



Only three children of Joseph Chevalier and Louise Duroseaulived long enough to 
marry ðMarie (b 1757) married  JanvierMaillot on 12 Nov 1804 in St-Eustache, Quebec;  

Jean Baptiste (b 1764) married Marie Anne Hervieuxon 19 Nov 1804 in Repentigny, 
Quebec; and  Joseph (b 1758) married Geneviève Charbonneau on 10 Feb 1807 at St. 

Anne de Detroit, and later married Françoise Cadoreton 20 Aug 1811.

With Genevieve Charbonneau, he had twin sons (Joseph and Louis) born on 3 Oct 1809 
ðJoseph died at four days old (it is possible Geneviève died in childbirth in this time 

frame as well).

He had one son, Joseph born on 13 Sept 1813. His wife Francoise died two weeks later 
on 27 Sept 1813.



Joseph Chevalier/Louise Durosseau Family and Descendants ð
Known Locations Traveled



Luc Chevalier - born in 1735, the youngest of the Chevalier children. Little is 
known about him, except that he married a woman of unknown native origin, and had 
four children (Marie Angélique , Marguerite, Joseph and Jean Baptiste), three baptized 

at Michilimackinac the same day in 1786. One thing we do know ðhe was literate 
enough to sign his name.


