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The Ojibwa defeated the Iroquois:  

Circa 1655 – The Ojibwa attacked and defeated the Iroquois west of Sault Sainte Marie.2 

 

Simon Lemoine, S.J., met with the Mohawk: 

17 August 1655 – Simon Lemoine, S.J., left Montréal with two French-Canadians and 12 Iroquois for another 

visit to Iroquoia. After meeting with the Mohawk in September and exchanging presents, he visited the Dutch 

settlement at Fort Orange (present-day Albany, New York) and returned to Montréal in November.3 

 

Joseph Marie Chaumonot, S.J., and Claude Dablon, S.J. left New France to establish a mission among the 

Onondaga:  
9 September 1655 – Joseph Marie Chaumonot, S.J., and Claude Dablon, S.J., left Québec to establish the Jesuit 

mission among the Onondaga.  They arrived at Otihatangué/Otiatangué (present-day Salmon River, N.E. of Otsego, 

New York) on 29 October 1655, where they were greeted with friendship by the Onondaga, as well as member of 

the Huron and Tobacco/Petun tribe.4 

 

During an Onondaga meeting with Lauzon and the Jesuits, a former captive warned Lauzon and the Jesuits 

that the Onondaga intended to destroy New France and its Allies: 

12 to 19 September 1655 – A delegation of 18 Onondaga met with Lauzon, and Huron, and Algonquin chiefs. 

They once again asked Lauzon to send missionaries, as well as French-Canadian soldiers and weapons to defend 

their villages against the Erie.  They urged the French to regard the Onondaga nation as the center of their mission 

and a place for future councils.  The delegates assured Lauzon and the chiefs that the Upper Iroquois (Seneca, 

Cayuga, Oneida, and Onondaga) desired peace.  During the discussions that followed among the Jesuits and 

Lauzon about the wisdom of establishing a mission to the Onondaga, a Christian Huron who had escaped from 

Onondaga visited the colony and warned Lauzon and the Jesuits that the Onondaga wished to gather as many 

Jesuits and French Canadians in their country and then massacre all of them.  Based on their discussion with the 

returned captive, the Huron withdrew their promise to move to Onondaga.  Although Lauzon and the Jesuits 

questioned sending additional Jesuits to Iroquoia before learning the results of Lemoine’s visit to the Mohawk, 

they feared a rupture of the peace if they did not send missionaries to the Onondaga.  They had had been warned 

that if they did not go to Onondaga, the tribe would unite with the Mohawk, wage war upon New France and 

exterminate all of the residents.  Lauzon and the Jesuits were also fearful of the Mohawk’s jealousy of the planned 

mission in Onondaga.  The Mohawk’s jealousy arose because it was to their benefit that the Onondaga always 

pass through their lands in order to trade for European goods.  In light of all the considerations, as well as the desire 

for conversion of the Iroquois, Lauzon and the Jesuits decided to grant the Onondaga’s desire for a mission.5 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Events occurring in the St. Lawrence settlements of New France have been included in the timeline to add 

perspective.   
2 Helen Hornbeck Tanner, Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History (Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press: 

1987), pp. 31, 35; Emma Helen Blair, editor and translator, The Indian Tribes of the Upper Mississippi Valley and 

Region of the Great Lakes (Cleveland, Ohio: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1912), Vols. 1 and 2, especially 

Nicolas Perrot, Memoir on the Manners, Customs, and Religion of the Savages of North America and Claude 

Charles Leroy Bacqueville de La Potherie/LaPotherie, History of the Savage Peoples who are Allies of New France,  

Vol. 1, pp. 151-157 (Perrot’s narrative).  
3 Ruben Gold Thwaites, editor, The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents (Cleveland: The Burrows Brothers.  

Available online at: ( http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/), hereafter JR , Vol. 42, pp. 7-9, 35-47. 
4 JR, Vol. 41, pp. 223-227; Vol. 42, pp. 29-31, 59-73; University of Toronto and Université Laval, Dictionary of 

Canadian Biography Online, (http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html), hereafter DCB, Lemoine’s (under Le Moyne), 

Dablon’s and Chaumonot’s biographies. 
5 JR, Vol. 42, pp. 47-59; JR, Vol. 43, pp. 126-133. 
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Three Seneca ambassadors expressed their desire for peace with New France and its Allies: 
September 1655 to January 1656 – Three Seneca ambassadors came to New France and informed officials that they 

desired peace with the French and that during the winter they would send ambassadors to contract a peace among 

the Seneca, the French, the Huron, and the Algonquin.  They met with the Huron and Algonquin and exchanged 

presents. One of the ambassadors remained in New France as a hostage for their fidelity; the other two left for their 

homes in November, but were murdered two to three leagues (six to nine miles) from Montréal.  Suspicion fell on 

the Mohawk who were jealous of the peace discussed with the other members of the Iroquois League. Ten Seneca 

ambassadors came to New France in January. The chief requested that the Jesuits set up a mission among the 

Seneca. Mohawk Warriors killed the Seneca while the peace ambassadors were fishing.  In spite of the death of the 

Seneca, both Tribes maintained their desire for peace with the French.6 

 
La Potherie’s illustration of a war club and a peace pipe7 

 

Chaumonot and Dablon learned that the Oneida intended to attack the Ottawa: 
30 and 31 October 1655 – Dablon, Chaumonot, and the Onondaga met with Atondatochan, an Oneida chief who 

was about to leave at the head of 60 Warriors to fight the Ottawa (Nez Percés).  Although the missionaries were 

prepared to offer a considerable present to the Oneida to prevent them from attacking the Ottawa, they learned that 

the Oneida were determined to avenge their losses at any costs. Dablon, Chaumonot, and the Onondaga resumed 

their journey to Onnontagé/Onnontagué on 1 November.8 

 

Chaumonot and Dablon established the St. Jean Baptiste Mission to the Onondaga and visited the site for the 

Sainte Marie de Ganetaa Mission: 

5 November 1655 to 30 March 1656 – Chaumonot, Dablon, and Huron ambassadors met with Onondaga chiefs at 

the principal village of the Onondaga, Onnontagé/Onnontagué.  The chiefs assured them of their peaceful intentions 

towards the French and the Huron, and told them that the Mohawk were the only Iroquois nation that “was bent 

on darkening the sun”.  During succeeding councils the Jesuits also negotiated peace for the Algonquin.  They 

informed the Iroquois that if they truly desired peace, the Algonquin would send ambassadors the following year; 

the Iroquois must release Algonquin prisoners as a sign of their desire for peace; and if the Iroquois desired a 

general peace, they must stop their attacks on the Ottawa.  On 11 November, Chaumonot, Dablon, and the Huron 

visited the salt springs near Lake Ganetaa (present-day Lake Onondaga, New York).  The site was chosen for the 

Sainte Marie mission because its central position provided easy access to the Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and 

Seneca.  During the councils, Chaumonot promised that French Canadians would return the following spring to 

erect a palisade for public defense.  The chiefs responded by adopting the Jesuits, Onontio (the Iroquois term used 

to refer to all of New France’s governors), the Huron, and Algonquin.  They promised to escort the French 

Canadians and Native Americans to Iroquoia in the spring. The Onondaga also promised to unite the minds of the 

Mohawk with the other Iroquois.  The remainder of their mission was devoted to visiting with Christian Native 

                                                 
6 JR, Vol. 43, pp. 99-103. 
7 Claude Charles Bacqueville de La Potherie, Histoire de l'Amérique septentrionale (Paris : Jean-Luc Nion and 

François Didot, 1722), Vol. 1, p. 326, image available from Library and Archives Canada, 

(http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca) hereafter LAC, Home > Art > Early Images of Canada: Illustrations from Rare 

Books.  
8 JR, Vol. 42, pp. 74-79. Onnontagé/Onnontagué was the name of the principal Onondaga village.  The Iroquois, like 

the Huron, moved their villages at approximately ten-year intervals, therefore, its location in 1655 in not known. 
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American captives, instructing and baptizing Iroquois, and learning more about their culture.  In January 1656, the 

missionaries witnessed the ceremony performed each winter in preparation for war and learned more about the war 

with the Erie.  They witnessed the Native American custom of adopting prisoners to replace a member of the tribe 

who had been killed by the enemy.  On 29 February, the chiefs told the missionaries that Dablon must use all of his 

resources to convince the French Canadians to settle with the Iroquois.  They reminded him that they had been 

waiting for more than three years for their arrival and that if the affair was not settled soon they would break off all 

relations with New France.  On 2 March, Dablon left Iroquoia for his return to New France to hasten the departure 

of the French Canadians for the mission and settlement.  Dablon reached Montréal on 30 March.  Chaumonot 

remained with the Onondaga.9  

 

The Conseil de Québec granted all the settlers the right to engage in the fur trade:  

15 March 1656 – Louis XIV issued an order in response to the delegation from New France’s opposition to 

Governor Lauzon’s policies regarding the fur trade. The order decreed that the attorney for the Compagnie des 

Cent-Associés would sit on the council in New France.  Following receipt of the order, the Conseil de Québec 

granted all the settlers the right to engage in the fur trade.  Lauzon, feeling himself the particular target of the 

King’s decree, decided to return to France to build up influential support.10 

 

Lauzon granted land to the Jesuits for their mission to the Onondaga: 

12 April 1656 – Lauzon granted the Jesuits ten leagues (30 miles) in every direction of where the Jesuits chose to 

establish a mission to the Onondaga.  The grant carried the same rights as those granted to them in other areas of 

New France.11 

 

The Mohawk met with Pierre Boucher: 
April 1656 – Huron Warriors pursued Mohawk Warriors who had killed a Huron near Québec.  The Huron 

captured one of the Mohawk and brought him back to Île-d’Orléans and tortured him in spite of Jesuit pleas to use 

him as hostage against the 300 Mohawk who were rumored to be in the area.  That same day, the 300 Mohawk 

Warriors appeared in Trois-Rivières and urged the settlers that they not send word to Québec of their arrival.  The 

following day, three chiefs visited Pierre Boucher, governor of Trois-Rivières, and asked where they should camp 

because they wished to continue the peace with the French.  Boucher gave them presents and tried to convince them 

to return to Iroquoia because they were at peace with the French; he also explained that the Huron were Allies of 

New France and the Mohawk must spare the blood of all.  The Mohawk presented their presents and pledged 

peace among the French, the Mohawk, and the Dutch.  The Mohawk insisted that they should not be blamed for 

the deaths of any French Canadians.  With his last present, the speaker pledged that the Mohawk would return to 

Iroquoia and that they would not redden their hatchet with Huron blood this time.  In return, the chief asked that the 

French Canadians close their mission and fort to the Onondaga because they were planning war against the 

Mohawk.  Shortly before the meeting concluded, Jean Baptiste Ochionagueras, a Christian Onondaga, appeared 

at Trois-Rivières.  The Mohawk begged Boucher to keep their meeting secret, and once again, asked Boucher to 

close the mission and fort to the Onondaga.  The following day, news reached Québec of what had occurred in 

Trois-Rivières; the officials suspected that in spite of their promises, the Mohawk would continue to Île-d’Orléans 

to avenge the death of the Mohawk killed by the Huron.  Simon Lemoine, S.J., immediately set out to meet the 

Iroquois.  They brought him to their fort and after he presented gifts to induce them to return home, and protracted 

deliberations, they signaled the bands to disband.  Although the news of Lemoine’s conference brought joy in 

Québec, it did not dispel the fear of the Huron.12 

 

The Jesuits founded Sainte Marie de Ganentaa:  

17 May 1656 – Dablon returned to Iroquoia with François Lemercier, S.J., superior of the mission, René Ménard, 

S.J., Jacques Fremin, S.J., brothers Amboise Broar/Brouet and Joseph Boursier.  They were escorted by fifty 

French Canadians, led by Zacharie Dupuis, sieur de Verdun, and members of the Huron, Onondaga, and 

Seneca Tribes.  They arrived at Lake Onondaga (Gannetaa) on 11 July and began construction of their lodgings and 

a fortification for the soldiers on an eminence commanding the lake on 17 July.  The Jesuits named the mission 

                                                 
9 JR, Vol. 42, pp. 83-214 (Dablon’s journal of his voyage to Iroquoia). 
10 DCB, Jean Lauzon’s (Lauson in the DCB) biography. 
11 JR, Vol. 41, pp. 243-247. 
12 JR, Vol. 43, pp. 103-113. 
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Sainte Marie de Ganentaa. The missionaries attended the Iroquois council held on 24 July where Joseph 

Chaumonot, S.J., addressed the attendees in their own language and presented presents to the Tribes in attendance.  

In August, René Ménard, S.J., left Sainte Marie with two French Canadians to visit the Cayuga, who requested a 

mission, and to then to the Seneca.  The Huron who had settled with the Seneca lived in a village known as St. 

Michel (Gandougaraé, 3 ½ miles south of present-day Boughton Hill, New York).13   

 
Reconstruction of the mission chapel with kitchens and carpentry workshop  

to the left (to left upon entering main gate) at Ste Marie among the Iroquois14 

 

Chaumonot and Ménard founded St. François Xavier Mission to the Oneida: 

Circa 1656-1657 – Joseph Chaumonot, S.J., and René Ménard, S.J., began the St. François Xavier Mission to the 

Oneida two miles northeast of present-day Munsville, New York.15 

 

The Mohawk attacked the Huron who lived on Île d’Orléans: 
20 May 1656 – The Mohawk attacked the Huron who lived on Île-d’Orléans, burned their village and captured or 

murdered 71 Huron residents.  The remainder took refuge in the Jesuit’s palisaded home.  The Mohawk did not 

attack the French Canadians living on Île-d’Orléans because of their “peace” with the French, although some of 

the young Warriors pillaged abandoned homes.  When the Mohawk passed by Québec, they chanted insults at the 

colonists.  Although some residents wanted to attack the Mohawk, Governor Lauzon vetoed this idea, probably 

because he realized that the colony did not have the resources to attack the Warriors.16   

 

DesGroseilliers returned to New France: 
Late August 1656 – Médard Chouart, sieur DesGroseilliers, and his companion returned to New France 

accompanied by 50 canoes of Native Americans.  The chiefs went to Québec and presented gifts to Lauzon asking 

him to send French Canadians to winter with them and Jesuit missionaries.  Shortly after their arrival, the Jesuits 

interviewed Chouart DesGroseilliers to learn more about the Native Americans who lived in the area of the Great 

Lakes.  In September, prior to leaving for France, Jean Lauzon seized a substantial share of the furs valued at 

300,000 livres that DesGroseilliers had unloaded in Québec.17 

 

 

                                                 
13 JR, Vol. 42, pp. 214-217; JR, Vol. 43, pp. 132-175; JR, Vol. 44 pp. 19-51; DCB, Lemoine’s (Le Moyne in the 

DCB) biography.  Dupuis is the only soldier named in the JR.  
14 Wikipedia.org, accessed 15 October 2013.  The site is currently closed, but has been taken over by the Onondaga 

Historical Association which plans to re-open it as a Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Heritage Center named Skä•noñh 

Center – Great Law of Peace Center.  Skä•noñh, is an Onondaga welcoming greeting meaning Peace and Wellness. 
15 JR, Vol. 44, pp. 27-33. 
16 JR, Vol. 43, pp. 113-125, 235-255 (history of the community on the island and some of the converts); DCB, Jean 

Lauzon’s (Lauson in the DCB) biography. 
17 JR, Vol. 42, pp. 217-223; DCB, Jean Lauzon’s (Lauson in the DCB) biography. 
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The Mohawk attacked missionaries and traders who attempted to travel to the Great Lakes: 

30 August 1656 - Gabriel Druillettes, S.J., departed for the Great Lakes with Léonard Garreau, S.J., brother 

Louis Leboesme, three other donnés, thirty French-Canadians traders, and a party of Algonquin and Ottawa 

Indians.  On the first day of their voyage, two soldiers from Trois-Rivières warned the group that the Mohawk were 

lying in wait to ambush them.  When they reached Trois-Rivières safely, the 30 French-Canadian traders decided 

to postpone their voyage to the Great Lakes until the following year because they didn’t believe that their provisions 

were sufficient for the journey, their canoes leaked, and they didn’t want to be involved in a battle with the 

Mohawk. Druillettes, Garreau, Boesmé, and the three donnés resolved to continue their journey.  Unfortunately, a 

group of Mohawk attacked the group near Montréal and mortally wounded Garreau.  Although the Algonquin and 

Ottawa managed to escape the Mohawk, they refused to allow Druillettes and his companions to accompany them 

to the Great Lakes.  Garreau died on 2 September and was buried the following day on Montréal.18  

 

Governor Lauzon departed for France: 
September 1656 – Governor Lauzon departed for France to seek support for his policies. Prior to departing, he left 

the administration of the colony to son, Charles de Lauzon/Lauson de Charny.19 

 

The Oneida arrived in New France to escort the Huron to Iroquoia: 
25 October to November 1656 – Forty Oneida arrived in Trois-Rivières on 25 October where they announced that 

they intended to escort the Huron from Québec to Iroquoia.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., accompanied four Oneida to 

Québec where they met in the cabin of Anotaha, a Huron.  They met with the French and Algonquin on 3 

November to discuss the movement of the Huron to Iroquoia.  On 5 November, Simon Lemoine, S.J., arrived in 

Québec with a soldier named St. Jacques.  Lemoine informed the French that the peace with the Western Iroquois 

Tribes continued, the Iroquois were making peace with the Huron, and that if the Algonquin sent ambassadors, the 

Iroquois would make peace with them.  Ragueneau’s councils with the Oneida continued, and after the exchange 

of the presents, they promised inviolable faith.20 

 

Mohawk escorts arrived to bring the Huron to the Mohawk in the spring: 

26 December 1656 – The three Huron ambassadors who had gone to the Mohawk villages returned to Québec with 

four Mohawk escorts, a fifth had remained in Trois-Rivières.  They informed the French Canadians that the 

Mohawk would return in the spring to seek the Huron in Québec.21 

 

The Ottawa and Huron Tribes fled west: 
Circa 1657 to 1660 – The Ottawa and Huron Tribes felt that they were not strong enough to repel the Iroquois; 

therefore, they began a migration to the Mississippi River.  In 1660, following unsuccessful attempts to drive the 

Sioux from their homeland, they returned to the area of the Black River (a river originating in present-day Taylor 

County, Wisconsin, that is a tributary to the Mississippi River) and Chequamegon (a bay on the Wisconsin shoreline 

of Lake Superior).22 

 
Map showing the movement of the Petun/Huron and the Ottawa23 

                                                 
18 JR, Vol. 42, pp. 223-235; DCB, Druillettes’, Garreau’s and the Flemish Bastard’s biographies.  
19 DCB, Jean Lauzon’s (Lauson in the DCB) biography. 
20 JR, Vol. 42, pp. 249-257.  
21 JR, Vol. 42, p. 259. 
22 Tanner, p. 31; Blair, Vol. 1, pp. 159-171 (Perrot’s account of the migration and a history of their relationship with 

the Sioux). 
23 Louise Phelps Kellogg, The French Régime in Wisconsin and the Northwest (Madison: Wisconsin State Historical 

Society of Wisconsin, 1925), hereafter, Kellogg, French Régime, opposite page 266, the map was drawn by Mary 

Foster. 
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Pierre Voyer, vicomte d’Argenson, was appointed governor of New France:  

27 January 1657 – Pierre Voyer, vicomte d’Argenson, was appointed governor of New France.  He did not arrive in 

the colony until 11 July 1658.24 

 

Onondaga Warriors arrived in New France and threatened to attack the Huron and Algonquin: 
April 1657 – In an effort to force the Huron to honor their promise to move to Iroquoia with the Onondaga, five 

canoes of Onondaga arrived in Montréal where they informed the French that they were part of a group of 50 who 

intended to come to Québec to make war against the Huron and Algonquin.  The news of their intentions reached 

Québec on 25 and 28 April.25   

 

Jean Bourdon attempted to reach Hudson Bay: 
2 May 1657 – Jean Bourdon left Québec with 16 French Canadians and two Huron in an attempt to reach the 

Northern Sea.  They went to Kibokok at the mouth of the Ashouanipi River (latitude 55° north), but were forced to 

turn back when two of their Huron guides were assassinated.  The group returned to Québec on 11 August.26   

 

Huron and Ottawa scouting parties prevented the Iroquois from attacking Rock Island in present-day 

Wisconsin: 

Circa 1657 – Huron and Ottawa scouting parties prevented an attack by 1,200 Iroquois Warriors on Rock Island at 

the entrance to present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin.27 

 

The French held councils with the Native Americans regarding the proposed Huron move to Iroquoia:  
7 to 11 May 1657 – On 7 May, Interim Governor Charles Lauzon de Charny held two councils with the 

Onondaga, Mohawk, Huron, Algonquin, and Montagnais at the Jesuit residence in Québec.  During the meetings 

the Native Americans pledged their peace to each other.  On 10 and 11 May, Simon Lemoine, S.J., met with the 

Huron and Onondaga at Sillery about the proposed Huron move to the Onondaga. Atseña, called Le Plat, the 

war chief of the Attignawantan (Bear Nation), represented the Huron.  The Algonquin urged the Huron to 

postpone their move until they received news about the mission to the Onondaga and the Huron who were living 

with the Mohawk.  Atseña replied that he would think about the advice that the Algonquin had given him.28  

 

The Mohawk prevented two of three Huron ambassadors from accompanying the Onondaga to Iroquoia: 

15 May 1657 – The Onondaga left for Iroquoia with three Huron ambassadors on 15 May.  On 22 May, 

Guillaume Couture brought the news that the Mohawk who were at Trois-Rivières prevented two of the three 

Huron from accompanying the Onondaga.29   

 

The French held councils with the Mohawk in Québec: 

28 May to 1 June 1657 – The Mohawk arrived in Québec on 28 May and a council was held the following day, 

attended by the Jesuits, Lauzon de Charny, the Mohawk, the Huron, and two Algonquin.  That same evening a 

canoe arrived from Montréal which brought letters arrived from the Jesuits missionaries and the news that the 

Onondaga were coming to wage war on the Huron and Algonquin.  On 30 May, the French learned that the 

Mohawk had prevented the Huron ambassadors from going to the Onondaga.  In an effort to buy time, the French 

advised the Mohawk that the new Governor, Pierre Voyer vicomte d’Argenson, was on his way from France and 

that he wished to meet with the Huron before they departed with the Mohawk.  On 1 June, François Marie 

Lemercier, S.J., brought good news of the faith at the Onondaga mission.30 

 

 

                                                 
24 DCB, Voyer d’Argenson’s biography; Marcel Trudel, Introduction to New France (Toronto and Montréal: Holt, 

Rinehart and Winston of Canada, Limited; and Pawtucket, R.I.: Quintin Publications, First American Edition, 1997), 

p. 151. 
25 JR, Vol. 43, p. 33. 
26 DCB, Biography of Bourdon; JR, Vol. 43, pp. 35, 53. 
27 Tanner, p. 31. 
28 JR, Vol. 43, pp. 39-41. 
29 JR, Vol. 43, p. 41. 
30 JR, Vol. 43, pp. 43-47. 
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The Huron held councils to discuss their moves to Iroquoia: 

Late May to early June 1657 – After the Huron realized that the French could not prevent their move to Iroquoia, 

the Huron discussed the issue in councils.  The Attigneenongnahac (Cord Nation) refused to leave New France; 

the Ahrendarhonon (Rock Nation) decided to live among the Onondaga, while the Attignawantan (Bear Nation) 

resolved to live with the Mohawk.  The next morning Atseña, war chief of the Attignawantan, announced that his 

people would follow the Mohawk.  The Mohawk then invited the Jesuits to visit the Attignawantan.  Atseña 

advised his fellow Huron to remain in New France until they learned how he was treated.  Other Huron chiefs 

addressed the Mohawk and warned them to care for Atseña and informed the Mohawk that the remaining Huron 

would not depart at this time.  When the Mohawk realized that the French would not give them canoes to transport 

the Huron, they started constructing canoes.  Prior to the departure of the Attignawantan, numerous feasts were 

held, where Atseña bid farewell and addressed Lauzon and Lemoine.31   

 

Several Attignawantan women and children departed with the Mohawk: 

2 June 1657 – When the time came for the departure of the Attignawantan (Bear Nation) arrived, only 14 women 

and several children departed with the Mohawk.32   

 

The Ahrendarhonon left Québec to travel to the Onondaga: 
16 June 1657 – The Ahrendarhonon (Rock Nation) departed from Québec for Montréal where they would travel to 

the Onondaga.33 

 

Paul Ragueneau, S.J., departed for the Onondaga Mission: 

22 June 1657 – Paul Ragueneau, S.J., departed for Sainte Marie de Ganentaa.34 

 

The Onondaga arrived in Montréal:  
22 July 1657 – Ten canoes of Onondaga arrived in Montréal to meet the Huron and escort them to Iroquoia.  On 

the same day, seven Onondaga drowned at Sault St. Louis.35 

 

The Onondaga murdered some Huron who had been traveling to the Onondaga mission:  
3 August 1657 – The Onondaga murdered members of the Ahrendarhonon who had been travelling to the 

Onondaga mission. The murders were committed four days journey from Montréal. Charles Bocquet, a Jesuit 

donné, brought the news of their murder to Québec on 6 October.36  

 

The Mohawk arrived on Montréal and Québec to bring the Huron back to Iroquoia: 
9 August 1657 – Twenty Mohawk arrived in Québec to bring the Huron back to Iroquoia; 80 Mohawk remained in 

Montréal for the same purpose.  The Onondagas who arrived on 22 July, remained in Montréal, but realized that the 

Mohawk were more powerful so they departed. 

 

Some of the Huron departed with the Mohawk; Simon Lemoine, S.J., departed for a voyage to the Mohawk:  

21 August 1657 – Some of the Huron left with the Mohawk for Iroquoia; Simon Lemoine, S.J., departed with 

some Huron on 26 August for a voyage to the Mohawk.37  

 

Charles Lauzon de Charny resigned as interim governor of New France and handed over his duties to Louis 

d’Ailleboust de Coulange: 

26 August to 12 September 1657 – Charles Lauzon de Charny resigned his position as interim governor of New 

France so that he could travel to France to study for the priesthood.  Louis d’Ailleboust de Coulange returned to 

                                                 
31 JR, Vol. 43, pp. 186-197 (movement of the Bear Nation to the Mohawk).  
32 JR, Vol. 43, p. 47. 
33 JR, Vol. 43, p. 47. 
34 JR, Vol. 43, p. 47; DCB. 
35 JR, Vol. 43, p. 49. 
36 JR, Vol. 43, p. 58. 
37 JR, Vol. 43, p. 55.  
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Québec on 12 September 1657 and accepted the duties of interim governor pending the arrival of Pierre Voyer, 

vicomte d’Argenson.38  

 

The Onondaga met with the Huron:  

6 September 1657 – Onondaga ambassadors met with the Huron and invited them to return to Iroquoia with 

them.39  

 

Louis d’Ailleboust’s decisions regarding the Iroquois: 
October and November 1657 – On 21 October 1657, Louis d’Ailleboust, acting in his capacity as interim Governor 

of New France, held a meeting with the inhabitants where the participants decided that the French should defend 

themselves against the Iroquois, but that they should not commit any offensive acts against the members of the 

Iroquois League.  On 22 October, Gabriel Druillettes, S.J., presented collars to d’Ailleboust sent by the elders of 

the Onondaga who had no part in the murder of the Huron, and who offered the collars to pay for the wrongs 

committed by the youthful Onondaga Warriors.  On 24 October, the news reached Québec that a group of 

Algonquin had departed from Trois-Rivières in revenge attacks on the Iroquois.  That same day, d’Ailleboust held 

a council with the Huron and Algonquin.  He informed the Native Americans that New France intended to take 

defensive positions against the Iroquois, and that they would defend the Huron and Algonquin within New 

France.  Ailleboust advised the Huron and Algonquin that they were free to defend themselves or attack the 

Iroquois, but asked that offensive attacks take place outside the French-Canadian settlements.  In November, 

d’Ailleboust ordered the arrest of the 11 Mohawk who were captured in Trois-Rivières following the murder of 

Jacques Noël, Nicolas Godé, and Jean Saint-Père on 25 October.  On 4 November, d’Ailleboust held meetings 

with the principal inhabitants; he informed them that he had decided to retain nine Mohawk Warriors and to send 

two Mohawk to Iroquoia to inform them that hostages were being held for the murders of the French Canadians.  

On 19 November, d’Ailleboust met with the Native Americans and told them that they should invite the Native 

American Allies to spend the winter in Québec.40     

 
Frances Ann Hopkins portrait of a Canadian Habitant in Winter available from LAC41 

 

D’Ailleboust warned Mohawk ambassadors that they must make reparations for the murders of the French 

Canadians: 

4 to 12 February 1658 – Three Mohawk ambassadors appeared at the fort with presents for d’Ailleboust and the 

Native Americans; they requested the release of the Mohawk prisoners. On 12 February, d’Ailleboust, the 

Algonquin, and the remaining Huron met with the ambassadors.  D’Ailleboust strongly rebuked the Mohawk for 

their lies, insincere peace overtures, murders, and attacks on the French Canadians; informing them that they must 

chose war or peace.  He also told them that the French Canadians would never forget their treachery and would 

take their revenge.  Finally, d’Ailleboust warned the Mohawk that they must make reparations or name the 

murderers.  D’Ailleboust allowed the ambassadors to depart, warning them again that they must make satisfaction 

and reparations for the murders and that he wished to see Simon Lemoine, S.J.42 

 

                                                 
38 DCB, d’Ailleboust’s biography.  
39 JR, Vol. 43, pp. 53-57. 
40 JR, Vol. 43, pp. 57, 60-73, 186-197; DCB, Louis d’Ailleboust’s biography; Trudel, p. 151. 
41 LAC, Mikan #2836720. 
42 JR, Vol. 44, pp. 83-89. 
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D’Ailleboust ordered the erection of a fort for the Huron and Algonquin: 

Early March 1658 – Having learned that the Attigneenongnahac (Cord Nation) feared that d’Ailleboust would 

yield to Iroquois pressure and order them to go to Iroquoia, d’Ailleboust assured them of his friendship and ordered 

the construction of a 150-foot square fort under the protection of the guns of Château Saint-Louis where the Huron 

and Algonquin could take refuge.43 

 

The Jesuits abandoned the Iroquois missions: 

20 March 1658 – Simon Lemoyne, S.J., and his fellow missionaries to the Iroquois (Chaumonot, Dablon, 

Ménard, Fremin, brothers Brouet and Boursier) learned conclusively that the true object of the Iroquois was to 

lure as many French Canadians and their Native-American Allies as possible into Iroquoia and then exterminate 

all of them.  The Jesuits and French-Canadian soldiers left Sainte Marie de Ganentaa secretly at 11 p.m., on 20 

March.  They arrived in Montréal New France on 3 April with three Mohawk escorts. On 21 May, Lemoine and 

three Mohawk ambassadors met with d’Ailleboust to relate the conference held with the Mohawk on the 19th of 

April.  After the Mohawk protested their innocence in the deaths of any French Canadians, they asked 

d’Ailleboust to release their hostages.  D’Ailleboust replied that he would retain some of the hostages until the 

elder Mohawk chiefs came to speak to him. The Mohawk ambassadors returned home on 25 April.44 

 

Gabriel Thubières de Levy de Queylus delared that it was a mortal sin to sell brandy to Native Americans: 

31 March 1658 – Gabriel Thubières de Levy de Queylus announced in a sermon that it was a mortal sin to sell 

brandy to the Native Americans because they asked for brandy only to become intoxicated.45 

 

Huron Warriors departed to attack the Iroquois: 

15 June 1658 – Twenty-three Huron departed for an attack on the Iroquois.46 

 

Governor Pierre Voyer vicomte d’Argenson organized expeditions against the Iroquois: 

11 July to 1 August 1658 – Governor Pierre Voyer vicomte d’Argenson arrived in New France on 11 July.  The 

following day, the Iroquois began an attack on Québec, killing three Algonquin women. Voyer d’Argenson raised 

220 French Canadians, and Native Americans to pursue the Iroquois. The following day, he led a 250-man party 

who pursued the Iroquois for six hours, but they were unable to overtake the Iroquois.  In August, the French 

learned that Trois-Rivières might be in danger of an Iroquois attack.  Voyer d’Argenson raised 150 French 

Canadians and 100 Native Americans and travelled to Trois-Rivières where the Governor appointed Jacques 

LeNeuf sieur de LaPoterie special governor of the area. The expedition travelled as far Lake St. Pierre, but the 

winds prevented them from proceeding to Montréal.47 

 
Portion of Nicolas Sanson’s 1656 Map Le Canada, ou Nouvelle France. . . . 

Illustrating the location of Lac St. Pierre (north of Richelieu) - available from BAnQ48 

                                                 
43 DCB, d’Ailleboust’s biography. 
44 JR, Vol. pp. 44, pp. 93; 147- 233, 309-315; DCB, Lemoine/Le Moyne’s biography. 
45 JR, Vol. 44, p. 92. 
46 JR, Vol. 43, p. 99. 
47 JR, Vol. 44, pp. 99-103, 223-229. 
48 BAnQ,  (http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/)  Collections> Collection numérique> Cartes et plans.    
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The Great Lakes Native Americans promised that 500 Warriors would come in 1659 armed for war: they also 

requested missionaries: 

Summer 1658 – The Native Americans from the Great Lakes promised that 500 men would come the following 

year equipped for war.  They also requested that the Jesuits send missionaries to their country.49 

 

Voyer d’Argenson made recommendations regarding the fur trade: 
5 September 1658 – Voyer d’Argenson made a number of recommendations regarding the fur trade and the 

economy of New France. He reported that the fur trade had been degraded to such an extent that the colonists barely 

received a sufficient number of furs from the Native Americans to cover the costs of trade goods.  The merchants 

had lost their interest in the trade because of the fall of the price of furs in France.  He proposed giving a merchant 

owned company complete control over the fur trade in order to relaunch the economy of New France.  Voyer 

d’Argenson felt that this would eliminate the disadvantages of competition among the settlers, the community 

would realize profits that would be divided according to the amounts invested, the colony could pays its debts and 

the merchants would have an incentive to invest.  The Compagnie des Cent-Associés preferred to audit the books of 

the Communauté des Habitants.  The Compagnie des Cent-Associés also used their power to limit the governor’s 

power.  The Communauté des Habitants eventually went bankrupt and handed over the fur trade to a private 

company.50  

 

Voyer d’Argenson warned Atogwatkwann that the Mohawk must return all the captives: 

7 September 1658 – Atogwatkwann, a Mohawk chief who had been captured at Trois-Rivières, met with Voyer 

d’Argenson and asked for the release of the Mohawk captives.  The Governor told Atogwatkwann that he must 

“snatch the hatchet” from the hands of all the Iroquois and return all of the French Canadian, Algonquin, and 

Huron captives.  Voyer d’Argenson designated Trois-Rivières as the place for all future meetings and told 

Atogwatkwann that any Iroquois found secretly in New France would “be condemned to the fire.”51 

 
La Potherie’s illustration of a wampum collar and wampum belt from LAC52 

 

The Jesuits and Governor met with the Oneida, Onondaga, and Mohawk: 

25 September to 21 November 1658 – Simon Lemoine, S.J., met secretly with the Oneida.  Among other messages 

and gifts, they requested that the Jesuits return to the mission and reassured Lemoine of their peaceful intentions, 

but requested that they be allowed to pass when they came into New France to kill the Algonquin.  Lemoine told 

them that the Jesuits needed to return to New France because of the murders in Montréal and that they would return 

when matters had been thoroughly settled on all sides. Joseph Marie Chaumonot, S.J., met with Onondaga 

ambassadors on 28 September; he informed them that if they wanted the Jesuits to return to the mission they must 

bring their daughters to New France so that they could be educated by the Ursulines.  Voyer d’Argenson met with 

Mohawk ambassadors on 21 November.  After their pledges of peace and innocence were heard, he informed them 

that he spoke for the Huron and Algonquin and had come to New France to establish peace with all nations so that 

the Jesuits would have free access to them, that Lemoine would return to their country to negotiate peace with all 

                                                 
49 JR, Vol. 44, p.315. 
50 DCB, Pierre Voyer, vicomte d’Argenson’s, biography. 
51 JR, Vol. 44, pp. 105-109.  
52 Charles Leroy Bacqueville de La Potherie/LaPotherie, Library and Archives Canada (LAC), Home > Art > Early 

Images of Canada: Illustrations from Rare Books.  Wampum belts and collars were used in councils between the 

Native Americans and French Canadians.  As each party made their formal proposals to the other party, they 

presented a wampum belt or collar to the other party.  Wampum belts or collars were also used as a form of 

communication from one Native-American Tribe to another.  
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the Iroquois nations.  He also informed them that he was retaining four Mohawk, and would allow one Oneida 

prisoner to go free; the remaining Iroquois would remain prisoners to assure the safety of Lemoine. The Mohawk 

and Oneida returned to Iroquoia on 29 November.53 

 

Iroquois attacks on the French and their Allies: 

April to November 1659 – The Iroquois continued to harass the French and their Native-American Allies.54 

 

Oneida ambassadors met with Voyer d’Argenson, the Algonquin, and the Huron: 

3 April 1659 – Three Oneida arrived in Québec to meet with Voyer d’Argenson.  A council was held at the Fort on 

5 April, attended by the Oneida, the Governor, the Algonquin, and the Huron.  The Oneida pleaded for the 

release of the Oneida and Mohawk prisoners; they also asked that the Jesuits return to Onondaga.  Some of the 

prisoners were released, but the ambassadors were rebuked for their actions and told that the Jesuits would not 

return to Iroquoia unless the French were sure of their safety.  Another council was held on 28 April.55 

 

Simon Lemoine, S.J., and Jean Denoyon went on a peace embassy to the Mohawk: 

On 7 May 1659, Simon Lemoine, S.J., Jean Denoyon, Tigarihogon, three Oneida ambassadors, and their 

Algonquin escorts left Trois-Rivières with four Iroquois prisoners for a peace embassy to the Mohawk.  They 

returned on 3 July to Québec.56 

 

Voyer d’Argenson and Lemoine held councils with the Mohawk: 

4 to 8 July 1659 – Voyer d’Argenson, Lemoine, and the Algonquin held councils with the four Mohawk 

ambassadors who had come to get the Iroquois prisoners.  The French released two Mohawk, but two Oneida 

were retained until two French Canadians retained by the Onondaga were released. The Mohawk departed on 8 

July.57 

 

The Native Americans arrived in New France for trading:  
July 1659 – Twelve canoes of Attikamègue arrived in Montréal with a good supply of furs.  The French made 

preparations for a voyage to the Ottawa.  The Natives who arrived in Trois-Rivières asked for French Canadians 

to escort them on their return.58 

 
George Agnew Reid’s 1916 drawing of Fur Traders at Montréal59 

 

DesGroseilliers returned to the Great Lakes with Radisson: 
1659 to 1660 – Médard Chouart, sieur DesGroseilliers, consulted with Governor Voyer d’Argenson about 

returning to the Great Lakes.  D’Argenson insisted that Chouart DesGroseilliers take two of his servants with him 

and give d’Argenson half of the profits of the voyage; Chouart DesGroseilliers believed these demands were 

                                                 
53 JR, Vol. 44, pp. 109-129. 
54 JR, Vol. 45, pp. 79-117. 
55 JR, Vol. 45, pp. 79-93. 
56 JR, Vol. 45, pp. 29-35 80-104; DCB, Lemoine/Le Moyne’s biography) 
57 JR, Vol. 45, pp. 97-103. 
58 JR, Vol. 45, pp. 103-105. 
59 LAC, Mikan #2836989. 
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unreasonable.  In August, Chouart DesGroseilliers and Pierre Esprit Radisson consulted with Native Americans 

from the Great Lakes who were willing to wait for the missionaries, but refused to take d’Argenson’s servants.  The 

Native Americans told them that they would wait for them for two days at Lake St. Pierre, but Chouart 

DesGroseilliers, Radisson, and an unnamed companion left Trois-Rivières secretly that evening about midnight to 

avoid taking Governor d’Argenson’s men and the Jesuit missionaries.  Their companion left the group after having 

a dream in which he was attacked by the Iroquois.  Their voyage took them to the south shore of Lake Superior to 

Chequamegon Bay (on present-day Wisconsin’s shore of Lake Superior).  They are believed to have spent the 

winter with Native Americans at Lac Courte Oreilles (present-day Sawyer County, Wisconsin).  During the winter 

or early spring, the men witnessed the Native American “great feast of the dead.”  The following spring they spent 

six weeks with the Sioux, then returned with some Chippewa to their cache of furs and crossed Lake Superior to its 

northern shore where they visited the Cree.  The Cree probably informed them of the Grand Portage, the beginning 

of the only canoe route to the far west via the Pigeon River.  Although Radisson inserted a voyage to Hudson Bay 

into his journal, historians are certain that the voyage was pure fiction and was inserted in the journals by Radisson 

in 1669 in an effort to further his plans for the Hudson Bay Company financing of a voyage to Hudson Bay.60  

 

The Treaty of the Pyrenees ended the war between France and Spain; Louis XIV was betrothed to Marie 

Teresa of Spain:  

7 November 1659 to 9 June 1660 – The Treaty of the Pyrenees ended the war between France and Spain that had 

continued after the end of the Thirty Years War in 1648.  Under the terms of the treaty which was negotiated by 

Jules Cardinal Mazarin, in addition to gaining large parts of Flanders, Louis XIV was betrothed to María 

Teresa, eldest daughter of King Philip IV of Spain and Élisabeth of France (Henry IV and Marie de Medici’s 

daughter).  Under the terms of the treaty, Maria Theresa renounced her claims of inheritance in consideration of a 

dowry of 500,000 crowns by Spain.  The dowry was never paid although the couple married on 9 June 1660.61 

 

Charles Albanel, S.J., Guillaume Boivin, François Pelletier, and Denis Joseph Ruette d’Auteuil wintered at 

Tadoussac: 

21 November 1659 – Charles Albanel, S.J., Guillaume Boivin (a donné), François Pelletier, Denis Joseph 

Ruette d’Auteuil, and two sailors left Québec to winter at Tadoussac.  This was the first time that the Jesuits had 

sent a missionary to winter at Tadoussac.  They returned to Québec in April 1660.  Prior to Albanel’s departure 

from Tadoussac, he officiated at the marriage of François Pelletier to Dorothée, a Christian Native American, 

without publishing any banns or notifying relatives, future Bishop François Laval, or Voyer d’Argenson; the 

marriage “caused a great sensation.”62 

 

The Compagnie des Cent-Associés granted a monopoly to Toussaint Guénet and several Rouen merchants: 

5 February 1660 – René Robineau, sieur de Bécancour, who had replaced his father as a member of the 

Compagnie des Cent-Associés, signed a commercial treaty with Toussaint Guénet and several Rouen merchants.  

The treaty granted Guénet and his associates a monopoly on the fur trade and of imports into New France. News of 

the treaty arrived in New France 12 May 1660.63 

 

The Battle of Long Sault:  
Circa March to May 1660 – Anahotaha, a Huron chief, left Québec at the end of winter with 39 Huron Warriors 

to wage war on the Iroquois; Mitiwemeg, an Algonquin chief, and five Algonquin Warriors joined the Huron in 

Trois-Rivières.  When they reached Montréal they found that Adam Dollard des Ormeaux and 16 companions had 

                                                 
60 Grace Lee Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness Médard Chouart, Sieur des Groseillers and Pierre Esprit Radisson, 

1618-1710 (New York and London: D. Appleton-Century Company Incorporated, reprint 1978), pp. 58-73; DCB, 

DesGroiseilliers’s and Radisson’s biographies (although Radisson inserted a voyage to Hudson Bay into his journal, 

historians are certain that the voyage was pure fiction and was inserted in the journals in 1669 in an effort to further 

his plans for the Hudson Bay Company financing of a voyage to Hudson Bay); JR, Vol. 45, pp. 161, 233-237; 

French Régime in Wisconsin, pp. 109-111; Pierre Esprit Radisson and Gideon D. Scull (translator) Voyages of 

Pierre Esprit Radisson (Boston: The Prince Society, 1885), pp. 173-247. 
61 William L. Langer, An Encyclopedia of World History (Boston, Massachusetts: Houghton Mifflin Company, Fifth 

Edition, 1972), p. 477. 
62 JR, Vol. 45, pp. 117-119, 147. 
63 JR, Vol. 45, p. 155 (no details are provided); DCB, Robineau’s biography. 
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also decided to wage war on the Iroquois. After the group left Montréal they proceeded to Long-Sault on the 

Ottawa River (present-day Carillon, Québec) where they encountered 200 Onondaga Warriors.  When the French 

Canadians and their Native Allies saw that they were outnumbered, they took refuge in a crude fort that had been 

built the previous year by Algonquin Warriors and tried to strengthen the fort.  The Onondaga lured the Algonquin 

and Huron into believing that they wanted to discuss peace.  While the council was held, the Onondaga sent for 

500 Mohawk and Oneida Warriors who had been hidden by the Richelieu Islands. The Mohawk and Oneida 

Warriors attacked the fort from the other side.  Their siege lasted 10 days; during the siege, Huron Warriors who 

lived with the Iroquois urged their tribesmen to surrender, assuring them that their lives would be spared.  Thirty 

Huron eventually surrendered to the Iroquois.  Their surrender inspired the Iroquois to demand the surrender of 

the remaining Native Americans and French Canadians.  Instead of surrendering, those in the fort fired on the 

Iroquois.  In response, the Iroquois mounted a full-scale attack on the fort, killing all but five French Canadians 

and four Native Americans (Anahotaha perished in the attack).  The Iroquois tortured all of those who survived 

the battle, including the 30 Huron who surrendered. The five French-Canadian captives were distributed to the 

Mohawk, Onondaga, and Oneida Warriors before they departed from New France.  Several Native Americans 

managed to escape their captors and gave the Jesuits an account of the battle.  The residents of New France 

believed that the battle saved New France, or at least, diverted the Iroquois from the planned attack on the colony.  

The following French Canadians participated in the battle: Christophe Augier dit Desjardins, Jacques Boisseau 

dit Cognac, Jacques Brassier, François Crusson dit Pilote, Alonié Delestre, René Doucin/Doussin, Simon 

Grenet, Roland Hébert dit Larivière, Nicolas Josselin, Robert Jurie, Jean Lecomte, Louis Martin, Étienne 

Robin dit Des Forges, Jean Tavernier dit LaLochetière and La Forest, Nicolas Tiblemont, and Jean Valets.64 

 
Photo of Louis Philippe Hébert’s 1895 bas-relief  

Mort héroïque de Dollard au Long Sault 

Monument à Maisonneuve, Place d'Armes, Montréal65 

 

François de Laval announced the ipso facto excommunication of anyone who gave intoxicating liquor to the 

Native Americans: 

6 May 1660 – Future Bishop François de Laval announced the ipso facto excommunication of anyone who gave, 

sold, or traded intoxicating liquor to the Native Americans.  The missionaries and secular clergy had long opposed 

the sale of spirits to the Native Americans because of the effects that it had on them.  When the Native Americans 

were intoxicated, they often committed crimes and were unable to hunt or defend themselves.  In addition, 

unscrupulous traders often took advantage of the intoxicated Native Americans by trading a jug or two of brandy 

for their entire supply of furs.  As a result, their families were often reduced to starvation.  Some Native Americans 

even sold their children in order to obtain liquor.  The earlier efforts in the form of orders from the King or the 

Governors had proved ineffective, but after Laval excommunicated the French Canadians who sold or traded 

                                                 
64 JR, Vol. 45, pp. 156, 239-261; Vol. 46, pp. 20-60; DCB,, Dollard’s biography summarizes the various histories of 

the battle that have been printed, the primary records, and the possible  motivations of the men prior to departing 

from Montréal.   
65 Wikipedia.org, Battle of Long Sault, Photo by Jean Gagnon, accessed, 20 February 2012. 
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liquor to the Native Americans, the disorders among the Native Americans had not broken out, causing the elders 

to thank Laval for his efforts.  The suppression of liquor also allowed the Missionary in Tadoussac to once again 

instruct them.66   

 

The British convention parliament declared Charles I king of England, Scotland, and Ireland: 

8 may April 1660 (O.S.) – The convention parliament declared Charles II (son of Charles I) king of England, 

Ireland, and Scotland.  James II, the king’s brother and Duke of York, was appointed lord high admiral and warden 

of the Cinque Ports (the towns that provided ships and men for the protection of England).67  

 

Iroquois planned to attack New France:  

Summer 1660 – Rumors of Iroquois plans and activity swept through the colony during the summer.  In June, a 

Mohawk delegation brought costly presents to the Onondaga and invited them to join the Mohawk in a fall attack   

on Trois-Rivières; following the destruction of Trois-Rivières they planned to harass the rest of the colony.  One of 

the Huron chiefs who had been captured in 1659 was expected to lead 30 Mohawk into New France in order to 

capture the Huron remaining there.  Finally, all the members of the Iroquois League planned to join together to 

attack New France.  Seven of the 30 Huron who had been captured in the attack on Long-Sault had been burned; 

the rest were planning to escape the Iroquois with the French Canadians who remained captive.  In July, Voyer 

d’Argenson and about 100 French Canadians pursued an Iroquois band that had attacked two Algonquin near 

Trois-Rivières.  Although the Iroquois enticed them into their ambuscade, only one person was slightly wounded.  

The colony hoped that the Cayuga hostages and help from France would save the colony.68 

 

Voyer d’Argenson ordered the arrest of a number of the Cayuga; they were held as hostages to ensure the 

return of the French-Canadian prisoners in Iroquoia: 

August 1660 – Fifty Cayuga made their appearance in Montréal. When they found that the residents were on their 

guard, they asked permission for four ambassadors to meet Voyer d’Argenson in Québec for purposes of a peace 

conference. During the council, they claimed that they had observed the peace in spite of the attacks by other 

members of the Iroquois League and asked that Simon Lemoine, S.J., return to Iroquoia.  Voyer d’Argenson 

regarded them more as spies than ambassadors; he believed that if he held them hostage, this would allow the 

French Canadians to harvest their crops and the hostages could be exchanged for the French Canadians who were 

held prisoner throughout Iroquoia.  The Governor ordered the arrest of the Cayuga in Montréal and allowed two or 

three others to return to Iroquoia to inform the Iroquois that if they wished to see their tribal members, they must 

return the prisoners captured over the past few years.69  

 

DesGroseilliers and Radisson returned to New France:  

August 1660 – Médard Chouart DesGroseilliers and Pierre Esprit Radisson returned to New France with furs 

worth 250,000 livres. Furs valued at 50,000 livres were left at Montreal, the rest were taken to Trois-Rivières.  The 

Jesuits interviewed them after their return. Governor Voyer d’Argenson confiscated their furs because they had 

left the colony without permission, fined them, and arrested DesGroiseilliers. After his release, DesGroseilliers 

went to France in an unsuccessful effort to get justice but returned to New France.70 

 

Jesuit missionaries and a donné left New France with six traders for a voyage to the Great Lakes:  

28 August 1660 to spring 1661 – René Ménard, S.J., left New France with Charles Albanel, S.J., Jean Guérin, 

Claude David, Sébastien Hodiau dit Laflèche, Adrien Jolliet, François LePoutrel, sieur des Coulombiers; 

Pierre Levasseur dit Lespérance, Antoine Trottier, sieur DesRuisseaux, and a group of Ottawa.  Although 

Charles Albanel, S.J., attempted to leave with the group, the Ottawa refused to take so many men and Albanel 

was left in Montréal.  Shortly after they left Montréal, they encountered 100 Onondaga who were stationed below 

the great falls.  The Onondaga captured three Ottawa when they strayed too far ahead of the main party, but the 

                                                 
66 JR, Vol. 45, p. 151 (excommunication); Vol. 46, pp. 101-105 (results of Laval’s excommunication); DCB, 

biography of Daniel Vuil. 
67 Langer, p. 461. 
68 JR, Vol. 45, p. 157; JR, Vol. 46, pp. 119, 121-123. 
69 JR, Vol. 46, pp. 116-118.  
70 DCB, DesGroseilliers’s and Radisson’s biographies; French Régime in Wisconsin, pp. 109-111;  JR, Vol. 45, 159-

161, 233-237 (description of the Native Americans obtained from DesGroiseilliers and Radisson).  
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remainder of the party passed unharmed because the Onondaga found that they were outnumbered by the 300 

Ottawa in the expedition.  Ménard scarcely caught sight of his fellow French Canadians during the voyage.  

Ménard’s voyage was especially difficult because he was not treated well by the Ottawa canoeists.  Although the 

Ottawa promised to help Ménard because of his age and infirmities, they forced him to help with the portages.  On 

another occasion after they didn’t think that he had paddled swiftly enough, they threw his breviary in the water. 

Ménard wounded his arm and foot as he passed “over rocks and frightful precipices” on another portage. His 

wounds bothered him for the rest of the voyage, especially because it was necessary that they remain barefoot in 

order to jump into the water periodically to lighten the canoe.  At night, they rested on rocks and jagged pebbles, 

covered only with rough branches, if they were available.  Menard’s Native-American companions ate all of their 

food at one meal and left nothing for future meals.  They survived on rarely found fruit or a soup made of black 

moss. Some Native Americans ate moose skins.  After Ménard arrived on Lake Superior, a tree fell on his canoe 

and shattered it.  Ménard and his three Ottawa companions survived for the next six day on a soup made of animal 

bones and blood, or dried flesh.  On the sixth day, a group of Native Americans arrived and agreed to transport 

them to the rendezvous.  They all arrived in good health at Bay Sainte Thérèse (present-day Keweenaw Bay, 

Michigan on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula on Lake Superior) on 15 October.  Kinongé, the local Ottawa chief, 

treated Ménard very poorly and forced him to make a hut of fir branches.  Although the winter weather was mild; 

food was very scarce.  They were often forced to share one fish with four or five others and eat soup made of moss 

(tripe de roche) or fish bones, tree bark, or acorns.71  

 
Cornelius Krieghoff’s circa 1856 illustration of a portage available from LAC72 

 

Jérôme Lalemant, S.J., pleaded for help from France: 
Fall 1660 – Jérôme Lalemant, S.J., pleaded for help from France: “our America seems to be reduced to 

extremities by the most cruel of wars” with the Iroquois; he warned that New France was in danger of becoming 

utterly devastated unless prompt and powerful relief” was received from France.  His report noted that the Jesuit 

efforts to extend their missions to the North Sea (Hudson Bay) and the Great Lakes had been stopped by the 

                                                 
71 JR, Vol. 45, pp. 13, 161, 162; Vol. 46, pp. 79-83, 118-119, 125-145 (Ménard’s June 1661 letter); (Hodiau and 

Levasseur are only referred to by their dit names; Trottier was read as Brotier); Vol. 47, p. 305; Vol. 48, pp. 113-

119, 256-263; French Régime in Wisconsin, 114-117 (Kellogg identifies all of the men except for Hodiau dit 

Laflèche.  Kellogg believed that the traders wintered in Chequamegon Bay, but I could not find any indication in the 

JR that they separated from Ménard, in fact in JR, Vol. 46, 139, Ménard stated that “we decamped from our winter 

quarters”), 147-152; Marcel Trudel, Catalogue des immigrants 1632-1662 (Montréal: Editions Hurtubise HMH, 

Limitée, 1983), pp. 163 (identifies David as having taken part in the voyage; it also identifies him as an armorer); 

169 (identifies Trottier as having taken part in the voyage 231-232 (identifies Hodiau as having taken part in the 

voyage).  I have devoted more time to this voyage than might seem warranted because Claude David, Sébastien 

Hodiau, Pierre Levasseur, and Antoine Trottier are ancestors of numerous French Canadians who settled in present-

day Detroit, Michigan, and Essex County, Ontario. 
72 LAC, Mikan #2896423. 
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Iroquois attacks.  The Iroquois attacks had also stopped the Native Americans from coming to New France “laden 

with furs that would make this country overflow with immense riches.”73    

 

Louis XIV began his personal rule of France after the death of Cardinal Mazarin:  

9 March 1661 – Cardinal Mazarin, chief minister of France, died; following his death, Louis XIV began his 

personal rule.  Jean Baptiste Colbert became minister of finance in 1662.74 

 

The Onondaga attacked New France: 
March and April 1661 – On 24 March, the Iroquois captured Michel Messier dit Saint-Michel and Urbain Tessier 

dit Lavigne in Montréal.  The Onondaga captured 14 French Canadians in Trois-Rivières.  On 8 April, rumors 

reached Québec that 800 Iroquois were coming.  On the same day, 40 men left Québec to try to rescue those 

captured by the Onondaga.  On 14 April, the Iroquois captured 20 French Canadians in Montréal.  Messier and 

Tessier escaped from their captors in 1663.75   

 
Jacques Grasset de Saint-Sauveur’s circa 1795 illustration of an Iroquois Warrior 

Available from LAC76 

 

Ménard and his companions moved to Chequamegon Bay: 

Spring to May 1661 – Although Ménard was able to baptize a few Ottawa, the rest of the tribe were not receptive 

to his teachings.  During the spring Ménard decided to go to the Bay of St. Esprit located at Chequamegon Bay, 

where the Native Americans held a rendezvous every spring. They left Bay Sainte Thérèse on Easter Sunday on 

their journey towards Chequamegon Bay, which they reached some time in May. As they continued their westward 

voyage, they received visits from a few Christian Petun/Huron who eagerly asked Ménard to visit them and 

promised that the whole tribe would convert after they received instructions.  In May, Ménard learned from a 

Petun/Huron that members of the Petun/Huron Nation were starving.  He also learned that the Iroquois had 

attacked a group of Native Americans around the Great Lakes; that the Sioux and Huron were at war with each 

other; and that the Potawatomi were dying of dysentery.  Prior to departing for the Petun/Huron village, Ménard 

begged Pierre Levasseur dit Lespérance, François LePoutrel, sieur des Coulombiers, and Antoine Trottier to 

visit the village elders with gifts and to assure them that Ménard would follow as soon as they sent him an escort.77  

                                                 
73 JR, Vol. 45, pp. 180, 185-190, 201-215, (Iroquois), 215-232, and footnote 20 on page 272 (Lake Superior and 

Hudson Bay, Native American Tribes, and water routes). 
74 Wikipedia.Org (Mazarin’s biography, accessed 10 October 2009); Langer, p. 477. 
75 JR, Vol. 46, pp. 165, 170, 205-221; DCB, Messier’s biography.  Messier was heavily involved in the fur trade 

during the 17th century and was hired to come to Détroit in 1703 and 1704.  Tessier was the ancestor of numerous 

families who settled in Michigan and Essex County, Ontario. 
76 LAC, Mikan #3960186.   
77 JR, Vol. 48, pp. 121-126, 263-273; JR, Vol. 46, pp. 125-144.   
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Portion of Claude Allouez, S.J., and Jacques Marquette, S.J.’s circa 1671 map of Lake Superior . . . 78 Bay Sainte Thérèse 

(present-day Keweenaw Bay, Michigan) is east of the peninsula at the right side of the map; Chequamegon Bay (present-day 

Wisconsin) is located on the left side of the shoreline. 

 

Levasseur, Le Poutrel, and Trottier visited the Petun/Huron: 

May to early June 1661 – Levasseur, Le Poutrel, and Trottier left with the Petun/Huron and three Potawatomi 

with gifts for Sasteretsi, a Petun/Huron elder; they also hoped to obtain a little corn from the tribe whose village is 

believed to have been located on the Black River in present-day Taylor County, Wisconsin.  The traders learned 

from the Slawak tribe that the Algonquin were was moving farther west after they had repulsed the Petun/Huron 

in battle.  When they reached the Petun/Huron village, the traders found that all of the Petun/Huron were starving 

and so weak that they were unable to move or stand.  Levasseur, Le Poutrel, and Trottier left to return to 

Chequamegon Bay after they realized that they could not obtain any food from the Petun/Huron.  The two-week 

return journey was very hazardous; their Petun/Huron guide was forced to turn back because he was starving and 

their canoe was stolen from them.  Having built a canoe to replace the stolen one, they departed once again, 

sustaining themselves on turtles and catfish.  Although the Christian Native Americans in Chequamegon Bay were 

very kind to Ménard, they were as desperate for food as the French Canadians who did not even have enough food 

for the following day.  Adrian Jolliet and Sébastien Hodiau dit Laflèche left on 2 June for Kataoutrank. Ménard 

and his companions made their camp within a gunshot distance from 80 cabins of Native Americans.  After 

Levasseur, Le Poutrel and Trottier returned to Chequamegon Bay, they tried to discourage Ménard from 

undertaking his mission to the Petun/Huron.79  

 

Gabriel Druillettes, S.J., Claude Dablon, S.J., Guillaume Couture, Denis Guyon, and François Pelletier 

attempted to travel to the Great Lakes via the Northern Sea (Hudson Bay): 
11 May 1661 to 27 July 1661 – During the winter of 1660-1661, a Nipissing chief visited Québec and told the 

Jesuits about the Native American Tribes that lived around the Northern Sea (Hudson Bay) and of the general fair 

that they held each summer.  The chief invited the Native Americans from Tadoussac and Québec to the fair.  

Based on this information, Gabriel Druillettes, S.J., decided to resume his voyage to the Great Lakes; however, he 

decided to go via Tadoussac, the Saguenay River, and the Northern Sea (Hudson Bay).  Claude Dablon, S.J., 

Guillaume Couture, Denis Guyon, and François Pelletier accompanied Druillettes on the voyage.  One of the 

                                                 
78 Library and Archives Canada, (http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/lac-bac/search/arch_adv), Mikan #4147171; 

Michael McCafferty, Native American Place-Names of Indiana (Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 2008), 

4, 179 (McCafferty notes that the map was previously attributed to Allouez and Dablon; Lucien Campeau identified 

Marquette as the mapmaker in an article I have not read).  This map is also available from BAnQ, 

(http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/)  Collections> Collection numérique> Cartes et plans.    
79 JR, Vol. 46, pp. 125-144 (Ménard’s June 1661 letter; many of the Tribes are not further named, such as the 

Algonquin, the Slawak are not given a modern name and Ménard does not indicate whether Kataoutrank refers to a 

tribe, chief or physical location.  None of these terms are defined in the footnotes). JR, Vol. 48, pp. 126-131 (voyage 

to the Huron village); Kellogg, French Régime in Wisconsin, p. 149.  Kellogg states that Sasteretsi was the 

hereditary title of the Petun/Huron, but the JR refers to them as simply Huron.  
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objectives of this trip was to determine if the Northern Sea (Hudson Bay) linked to the Western Sea (Pacific Ocean) 

and the Southern Sea (Gulf of Mexico).  Druillettes planned to winter at a mission to the Cree 

(Kiristinons/Kilistinons), which Laval named St. François Xavier prior to their departure.  Dablon intended to 

return to Québec to inform the Jesuits about their new discoveries, so that they could prepare for the mission.  The 

group left for their voyage on 11 May, but were delayed in Tadoussac for three weeks due to a contagious disease.  

They left Tadoussac on 1 (or 2) June, accompanied by 40 canoes of Native Americans.  The journey from 

Tadoussac to Nikabau/Nekauba (southeast of Chibougamu and Lac Mistassini, which are southeast of Hudson Bay’s 

southern shore) took 30 days and required 64 portages.  Following Laval’s instructions, Druillettes and Dablon 

named the mission St. François Xavier.  During the voyage, they learned that the Iroquois had defeated the 

“Squirrel” nation and had dispersed all the surrounding Tribes that the missionaries intended to meet.  The 

Montagnais guides were apprehensive of an attack by the Iroquois and decided to turn back at the watershed near 

the lake. Dablon, Druillettes, Couture, Guyon, and Pelletier returned from their voyage on 27 July 1661.80   

 

 
Portion of Guillaume Delisle’s circa 1703 map 

Carte du Canada ou de la Nouvelle France et des découvertes qui y ont été faites 

Lake Mistassini is north east of the word France on the map, Lac St; Jean is south east of the word France81 

 

Ménard’s voyage with Claude David; Ménard’s death: 
June – July 1661 – After they returned to Chequamegon Bay, Levasseur, Le Poutrel, and Trottier described the 

hazards such as rapids, waterfalls, and long portages involving climbs over large rocks that Ménard would 

encounter on a mission to the Petun/Huron.  In addition to these hazards, Ménard would be starting on his journey 

with few provisions and traveling over large arid tracts where he would not be able to find any food.  In spite of 

these warnings, they could not dissuade him embarking on his mission to the starving Huron, as well as three other 

populous nations who lived 200 – 300 leagues (600 to 900 miles) from Chequamegon Bay.  His voyage to the other 

nations would require him to bring all of his food and travel through great swamps infested with mosquitoes.  He 

departed on his voyage on 13 July, expecting to die en route, with one companion, Claude David, the amorer, and 

several Huron who had come to trade with the Ottawa.  Part way through the journey, the Petun/Huron left 

Ménard and David by a lake because they were starving and they wanted to get some strong young men to escort 

Ménard and David to their village. After a two-week wait for their Petun/Huron escorts, Ménard and Claude 

                                                 
80 JR, Vol. 46, pp. 171-173, 180, 245-295 (detailed description of the voyage); DCB, Biography of Couture, Dablon, 

Duquet.  Michel LeNeuf sieur de LaVallière did not go on this journey, although Louis Jolliet’s biography in the 

DCB states that he did.  See LeNeuf’s biography in the DCB which does not mention a voyage to Hudson Bay. 
81 BAnQ,  (http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/)  Collections> Collection numérique> Cartes et plans.    
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David, whose provisions were running low, departed in a canoe found in the bushes, intending to try to find the 

village on their own. Sometime between 7 – 10 August, Ménard was separated from David, got lost in the woods 

and starved to death or was killed by Native Americans.  Some of his belongings were later found among the 

Native Americans.  When Claude David realized that Ménard was lost, he set out for the Petun/Huron village, 

was himself lost, but led to the village by a Native American.  Although he hired a Petun/Huron to search for 

Ménard, the man returned within two hours claiming that he had seen the “enemy.”  Although David continued to 

search for Ménard, he was not successful, nor was he able to enlist the help of the villagers.82  

 

Iroquois attacks on New France: 

June and July 1661 – On 6 June 1661, sixty or seventy Mohawk Warriors attacked the French-Canadian fishermen 

in Tadoussac; three were killed and one was wounded.  The French Canadians who survived the attack returned to 

Quebec.  On 8 June, news reached Québec that the Iroquois had killed three men at the cape and that Claude 

Poulain’s children had been lost in the woods or captured by the Iroquois. Following their attacks on Tadoussac, 

the Iroquois attacked Beaupré and the Île-d’Orléans on 18 June, killing or capturing 15.  On 22 June, Jean de 

Lauzon, the younger, was killed with his crew of seven, when he was engaged in a battle with about 40 Iroquois on 

the Île-d’Orléans.  On the 25th, the colony learned that 30 traders who had departed from Tadoussac to trade north of 

Trois-Rivières had been defeated by a band of 70 Mohawk who were part of a larger band of 300.  From this band 

of 300, 180 intended to go to the rendezvous of the Algonquin at Tadoussac.  During June, four Seneca, 

representing the Seneca and Onondaga nations, came to Montreal with four French-Canadian prisoners who they 

wanted to exchange for eight Iroquois prisoners.  The ambassadors also asked that Simon Lemoine, S.J., return to 

Onondaga to get the remaining prisoners; after debate, the French agreed to send Lemoine back to the 

Onondaga.83  

 

Simon Lemoine, S.J., returned to the Onondaga to secure the release of the French-Canadian prisoners: 

21 July 1661 to 31 August 1662 – Simon Lemoine, S.J., returned to Iroquoia to secure the release of French-

Canadian captives. Garakontié,, an Onondaga chief and friend of the missionaries, escorted half of the prisoners 

to New France.  The Onondaga retained Lemoine and the other prisoners over the winter.  Garakontié assured the 

French Canadians that the Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca wanted peace and invited the French Canadians to 

settle in large numbers with the Onondaga. During the winter of 1661-1662, smallpox devastated the Iroquois. 

Lemoine returned to New France with the remaining prisoners on 31 August 1662.84 

 

Daniel Viul and Laviolette/La Violette were executed because they sold brandy to the Native Americans:  
September 1661 to January 1662 – Governor Pierre Dubois d’Avaugour, who had arrived recently in New 

France, initially supported Laval and the Jesuits in their efforts to ban to sale of liquor to the Native Americans.  

He issued a law forbidding the sale of liquor to the Native Americans on the pain of the severest penalties.  Daniel 

                                                 
82 JR, Vol. 47, pp. 247-263, 305; Vol. 48, pp. 113-141, 256-277 (portions of Ménard’s 2 June 1661 letter; the text, 

however, states it was written on 2 July); French Régime in Wisconsin, p. 149 (Kellogg uses the mistaken 2 July 

date to state that they left on 13th of July).  Kellogg mistakenly states that Ménard was accompanied by Pierre 

Levasseur dit Lespérance, “the armorer.”  JR, Vol. 46, p. 143, states that Claude David mended the weapons with 

his vise. In the DCB, Claude David was identified as an armorer and the biography specifically states that he 

accompanied Ménard on this voyage; Timothy J. Kent, Rendezvous at the Straits Fur Trade and Military Activities 

at Fort de Buade and Fort Michilimackinac, 1669-1781 (Ossineke, Michigan: Silver Fox Enterprises, 2004), p. 17 

(identifies Claude David as a gunsmith, although he doesn’t identify the other men who accompanied Ménard).  One 

of the primary advantages that can be gained by reading this two-volume set is the fact that Kent has translated 19 

previously unpublished or mistranslated 17th century documents (including numerous engagé contracts); he also 

provides 25 maps, charts, contract facsimiles, and illustrations from the 17th century.  
83 JR, Vol. 46, pp. 172-173, 177, 205-221 (more detailed, but not specifically dated, descriptions of the Iroquois 

attacks on New France during 1661), 222-245 (description of the Seneca peace embassy and the decision for 

Lemoine to return to Onondaga) 
84 JR, Vol. 46, p. 179; JR, Vol. 47, pp. 10-11, 13-15, 68-81 (Lemoine’s 25 August 1661 letter from Iroquoia), 81-92 

(letters from François Hertel and other prisoners), 92-103 (Garakontié’s embassy to New France and the return of 

nine prisoners), 173-189 (account of the winter of 1661-1662), 189-199 (Lemoine’s return to Montréal and another 

account of the winter of 1661-1662); 199-215 (description of the French-Canadian prisoners and their faith), 214-

219 (assessment of Lemoine’s mission). 
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Viul, who had been arrested earlier in the year for “trafficking in spirits with the Indians,” was shot on 7 October 

1661 and Laviolette/La Violette was executed on 11 October 1661.  An unnamed man was flogged on 10 October.  

Pierre Aigron dit Lamothe had been excommunicated for this offense in April 1661, but escaped execution 

because he “reformed.”  Aigron may have been the man who was publicly flogged in the public square in Québec.  

In January 1662, when Jérôme Lalemant, S.J., tried to intervene on behalf of a woman who had been arrested on 

Governor Dubois d’Avaugour’s orders for violating the law, the Governor was angered by Lalemant’s pleas for 

exception to his law.  He immediately issued a new law that removed the restrictions on the liquor trade. The Jesuits 

used “every effort except excommunication to oppose” the new law.85   

 

Pierre Boucher traveled to France to seek help for New France: 

Fall 1661 – After consulting with the Jesuits and leading colonists, Dubois d’Avaugour asked Pierre Boucher, 

Governor of Trois-Rivières, to go to France to plead for help from Louis XIV.  Boucher sailed on 22 October 

bearing letters from the Governor and the Jesuits.  While in France, he met with Louis XIV, Louis de Bourbon 

(the “Great Condé”), and Jean Baptiste Colbert.  Colbert asked for a written report on New France, its resources 

and the reasons for keeping it as a colony.  While in France, Boucher borrowed money to pay for the passage of 

100 working men that Boucher had personally recruited to work in New France.  During the crossing, 

approximately 60 soldiers or working men died.  Boucher arrived in New France on 27 October with soldiers, 

provisions, and ammunition provided by the King, as well as the men he recruited.86 

 

The Jesuits and the Governor requested help for New France: 
12 October 1661 – Paul Ragueneau, S.J., wrote to Louis de Bourbon asking him to speak to Louis XIV about the 

urgent need for a regiment that would remain in New France for two or three years to defend New France against 

the Iroquois.  Ragueneau believed that if the regiment attacked the Iroquois through New Holland it would be the 

most effective means of saving New France.  On 13 October 1661, Dubois d’Avaugour wrote to Louis XIV 

asking for 3,000 men to settle the country and scatter the Iroquois “rabble” who had received arms and ammunition 

from Dutch traders.  As an alternative, the governor suggested that 1,200 men and 300 soldiers could “check” the 

Iroquois if the King provided flour for the men for one year and provided for the soldiers for three years.  Joseph 

Marie Chaumont, S.J., wrote a similar letter on 20 October to France.87 

 

The Iroquois killed two priests and several others in Montréal; the Oneida and Mohawk captured three 

French Canadians and took them to Iroquoia: 
29 August to 27 October 1661 – A band of Onondaga, led by Otreouti, killed Jacques Lemaître, a Sulpician 

priest on 29 August.  On 25 October Guillaume Vignal accompanied a group of twelve workmen to Île à la Pierre 

to gather the materials necessary to complete the Sulpician Seminary on Montréal.  A band of 35 Iroquois surprised 

the group and wounded Vignal; in addition to Vignal, the Iroquois also captured René Cuillerier, Claude de 

Brigeard/Brigeac, and a man named Dufresne.  On 27 October, after the Iroquois determined that Vignal had 

been too seriously wounded to complete the journey to Iroquoia, they scalped him and are said to have eaten his 

flesh.  Dufresne was given to the Mohawk, while the Oneida took Cuillerier and Brigeard/Brigeac to their 

villages.  Cuillerier was adopted by the Oneida, but Brigeard/Brigeac was cruelly tortured for two days prior to his 

death the same year.88  

                                                 
85 DCB, Daniel Vuil and Pierre Dubois baron d’Avaugour’s biography (Dubois Davaugour in DCB); JR, Vol. 46, 

pp. 164 (mentions that Vuil was a prisoner, a heretic, and blasphemer and that in February there was a great dispute 

between the authorities who nearly came to blows over his sentence. There was no further elaboration over his 

sentence, nor were the authorities named), 170-171 (mentions the excommunication of an unnamed man in April 

and his later public penance; this could have been a reference to Aigron), 185 (execution of Viul and La Violette; 

flogging of a third man. In this entry, unlike the previous, all three were stated to have been punished because they 

traded brandy with the Native Americans); JR, Vol. 47, pp. 272-273 (January 1662 Jesuit efforts to oppose the new 

law).  New France was not officially established as a diocese until 4 October 1674 (DCB, Laval’s biography). 
86 DCB, Boucher’s biography; JR, Vol. 47, pp. 290-291 (Boucher’s arrival as well the arrival of “200” passengers; 

therefore, does not count the 60 deaths at sea).  
87 JR, Vol. 46, pp. 145-157; Wikipedia.org, biography of Louis de Bourbon, accessed 13 January 2010.  
88 JR, Vol. 46, p. 187; JR, Vol. 50, pp. 53-67; DCB, biographies of Vignal, Cuillerier, and Brigeac; José António 

Brandão believes that René Cuillerier was the author of the manuscript known as Nation Iroquoise.  See René 
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The accidental death of Jean Guérin; the French-Canadian traders returned from the Great Lakes: 
Winter 1661/1662 – 5 August 1663 – Jean Guérin, Claude David, Sébastien Hodiau dit Laflèche, Adrien Jolliet, 

François LePoutrel, sieur des Coulombiers; Pierre Levasseur dit Lespérance and Antoine Trottier, sieur 

DesRuisseaux, spent a harsh winter on Chequamegon Bay, subsisting on the fish they caught on Lake Superior.  

They returned from some of their fishing expeditions with frozen hands and feet; while on other fishing expeditions, 

the storms were so violent that the wind blew snow so thick that the man steering the canoe could not see his 

companion in the bow.  When a fishing expedition was successful they smoked and stored some of their fish for 

future use.  Jean Guérin was killed in September by a gunshot accidentally fired by one of his companions.  While 

they were on Lake Superior, the French Canadians saw a large nugget of copper which they believed to weigh 

more than 800 pounds. The Native Americans set fires on this nugget and then hewed pieces out of the copper with 

their axes. In addition to the copper, they saw blues stones, “thought to be turquoise;” green stones “like emeralds;” 

and a variety of red stones, including an ox-blood colored one that was used to make calumets for smoking tobacco.  

They also reported the presence of “diamonds,” but they did not see where they were found because the Native 

Americans would only take them there if they were paid.  The French Canadians returned to Montréal on 5 

August 1663 in a convoy of 150 in 35 canoes.  Unfortunately, they did not bring enough furs to pay for the 

expedition.89  

 

The Ojibwa, Ottawa, and Nipissing defeated the Iroquois at Nadouenigoning or Point Iroquois: 

Spring 1662 – Approximately 100 Mohawk and Oneida Warriors departed from Iroquoia for the Great Lakes with 

the intention of attacking the Ottawa as they passed through Sault Sainte Marie.  The Ojibwa, Ottawa, and 

Nipissing defeated the Iroquois at Nadouenigoning or Point Iroquois (Lake Superior entrance to the St. Mary’s 

River northwest of present-day Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan).90 

 

The Ottawa established trading relations with the Nipissing and Amikoués: 

1662 – The Ottawas learned that the Nipissing and an Algonquin tribe named the Amikoué had fled to Lake 

Nipigon north of Lake Superior; the Ottawa went north and established trading relations with them.91 

 

The Susquehanna defended their village and defeated the Iroquois army that attacked the village: 

April 1662 – Three Iroquois nations raised an army of 800 Warriors; they departed from Lake Ontario and followed 

river routes to a Susquehanna village which they found defended with bastions and artillery.  After a few 

skirmishes, the Iroquois asked if 25 Warriors could enter the village for a peace parley and to buy provisions for 

their return journey.  After the peace ambassadors entered the village, the Susquehannas seized the Iroquois, 

mounted them on a scaffold, and burned them alive before the Iroquois army.  Following this humiliating insult, the 

Iroquois departed for Iroquoia where they found that smallpox had killed numerous residents during the planting 

season.92 

                                                                                                                                                             
Cuillerier, José António Brandão (editor and translator), and K. Janet Ritch (translator), Nation Iroquoise – A 

Seventeenth-Century Ethnography of the Iroquois (Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 2003) 
89 Vol. 47, p. 305 (Guérin’s death); Vol. 48, pp. 119-121 (fishing and the description of wild rice), 141-151 

(Guérin’s death); Kellogg, French Régime in Wisconsin, pp. 114-117, 147-152 (Kellogg adds information about the 

Native American movements during this timeframe.  The details are not found in the JR.); Pierre Boucher sieur de 

Boucherville and Edward Louis Montizambert (translator), True and Genuine Description of New France, 

commonly called Canada, and of the Manners and Customs and Productions of that Country (Montréal: George E. 

Desbarets and Company, 1883), pp. 82-83 (information the French-Canadians gave to Pierre Boucher, after they 

returned from a three years voyage, regarding the copper and stones on Lake Superior).  This book in an English 

translation of the 8 October 1663 report Pierre Boucher prepared for Minister Jean Baptiste Colbert.   
90 Blair, Vol. 2, 178-181 (Perrot’s account of the battle); Tanner, Chart: The Iroquois Wars 1641-1701; JR, Vol. 48, 

74-75 (does not give the exact location and only mentions the Ojibwa); US Forest Service, Hiawatha National 

Forest – Point Iroquois Lighthouse. 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/hiawatha/recreation/lighthouses/point_iroquois_light/ (only gives the year, does not 

list the specific Iroquois Tribes participating in the battle; only names the Ojibwa as participating in the battle). 
91 WiHC, Vol. 16, pp. 14-21.  
92 JR, Vol. 48, pp. 75-79. 
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DesGroseilliers and Radisson travelled to New England: 

May 1662 – Médard Chouart sieur DesGroseilliers, Pierre Esprit Radisson and eight other men told the 

authorities that they were embarking on a voyage to the Northern Sea, but instead went to New England where they 

received a favorable reception.93   

 

Iroquois attacks on the St. Lawrence settlements: 

Spring and summer 1662 – Starting in May, small parties of Iroquois attacked Montréal.  During the spring, 40 

Algonquin Warriors left Sillery to wage warfare on the Iroquois.  They encountered a group of Iroquois with a 

French Canadian on Lake Champlain, engaged them in battle, and captured some of the Warriors.  The captives 

were brought back to Sillery and baptized prior to being burned.94 

 

Iroquois embassy to New France: 
Summer 1662 – Following their defeat by the Great-Lakes Tribes and the Susquehanna, the Iroquois planned an 

embassy to New France where they intended to invite the French Canadians to return to Iroquoia.  They hoped 

that the French Canadians would fortify the Iroquois villages and flank them with bastions as they had done on 

Lake Onondaga.  They planned to offer to bring their young girls to New France so that they could be educated by 

the Ursulines.  Just as they were about to depart from Iroquoia, a Huron, who had been adopted by the Iroquois, 

escaped from Trois-Rivières and arrived in Iroquoia.  He had heard that Louis XIV promised to send soldiers to 

New France.  He falsely reported that the residents of New France were making preparations for war and that 

thousands of soldiers had already arrived in New France.  He also reported that Iroquois peace ambassadors would 

be murdered or sent to France where they would be imprisoned for life.  Based on this news, the Iroquois 

abandoned the idea of a large embassy, but one ambassador went to New France.  Although the French Canadians 

treated him as a friend, they regarded him as a spy.  During their conferences with him, the French-Canadian 

authorities learned more details about the smallpox epidemic and the fact that many Iroquois asked the captives to 

baptize them.95 

 

Pierre Boucher arrived in Québec with 100 soldiers: 
27 October 1662 – Pierre Boucher arrived in Québec from France with a commissioner named Dumons/Dumont 

who was also commandant of 100 soldiers.  Dumons/Dumont returned to France in November.96   

 

Maisonneuve created the militia of Sainte Famille in Montréal: 

27 January 1663 – Maisonneuve created the militia of Sainte Famille in Montréal in order to combat the Iroquois 

attacks on Montréal.  He divided the 139-man militia into 20 squads led by a corporal elected by its members.97 

 

Laval reinstituted the excommunication of those who sold or traded liquor with the Native Americans:  
January 1663 – After the Native Americans continued to commit crimes when they were intoxicated, Laval 

reinstituted the excommunication of those who sold or traded liquor with the Native Americans.98 

 

Louis XIV and Jean Baptiste Colbert reorganized the administration of New France: 
24 February to April 1663 – The Compagnie des Cent-Associés ceased to exist; the shareholders handed over New 

France to Louis XIV, making it a royal possession.  Louis XIV and Jean Baptiste Colbert reorganized the 

administration of the colony under the Governor and Intendant. The Governor was responsible for military activity 

and external affairs, including Native American affairs.  He also exercised certain supervision over the clergy.  The 

Intendant was responsible for three departments: interior, justice, and police (civil administration and justice).  The 

creation of the Conseil Souverain (Sovereign Council) on 20 April 1663 marked the establishment of royal justice in 

New France.  The Conseil Souverain would include seven members, including the governor and the future Bishop.  

The Conseil functioned as an appeals’ court for local cases.  Shortly thereafter, Louis XIV and Colbert decided to 

                                                 
93 DCB, Radisson and DesGroseilliers’ biographies; JR, Vol. 47, p. 278.  The names of their companions are not 

known. 
94 JR, Vol. 47, p. 287; JR, Vol. 48, pp. 83-113.  
95 JR, Vol. 48, pp. 78-83. 
96 JR, Vol. 47, pp. 291, 318, footnote 21; JR, Vol. 48, pp. 295-296, footnote 6. 
97 DCB, Chomedey de Maisonneuve’s biography. 
98 JR, Vol. 47, p. 296. 
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recall Governor Dubois d’Avaugour to France, having received numerous complaints against him the previous 

fall.  News of the Crown’s takeover of the Colony did not reach Québec until 5 July 1663.99 

 

Louis XIV sent Louis Gaudais sieur de Dupont to New France to study its trade:  
1 May 1663 – Louis XIV commissioned Louis Gaudais, sieur de Dupont, to travel to New France “examine 

Canada” and return the same year.  The King instructed Gaudais to study New-France’s trade and to suggest ways 

to make the fur trade profitable.  He was also given secret instructions to discreetly investigate Dubois 

d’Avaugour’s conduct and views, as well as those of newly appointed governor, Augustin Saffray sieur de Mésy, 

Laval, and the Jesuits.  Louis XIV was particularly interested in the conflicts between the Jesuits and Dubois 

d’Avaugour.100 

 

Guillaume Couture led a second expedition that attempted to reach Hudson Bay: 
May 1663 – Guillaume Couture agreed to lead a second expedition to the Northern Sea (Hudson Bay). He was 

accompanied by Pierre Duquet, Jean Langlois, who was a shipwright, and 44 canoes of Native Americans.  They 

left Québec in mid May and headed north via the Saguenay River.  The group reached Lake Mistassini on 26 th of 

June where they were delayed by a storm that left a foot of snow.  When they reached the Rupert River, the Native 

Americans refused to go any farther.101 

 

Dubois d’Avaugour recommended the construction of forts in New France: 

1663 - Dubois d’Avaugour wrote a report regarding the forts needed in New France to protect the colony from the 

Iroquois.  He recommended three forts near Québec; three near Trois-Rivières; and the reconstruction of Fort 

Richelieu.  The Governor did not believe that Montréal needed additional fortifications because of the existing 

redoubts.  He believed that it would be impossible to depart from Québec to attack the Iroquois in Iroquoia.  Dubois 

d’Avaugour recommended that New France obtain permission from the Dutch to embark from New Netherlands; 

believing that it would be easy to transport the troops and equipment to Iroquoia.  The Governor also reported that 

Major Edward Gibbon/Québin had proposed to destroy the Iroquois for a payment of 20,000 francs.  Dubois 

d’Avaugour recommended that the French should inquire if the English were still interested in such an expedition. 

Finally, the Governor requested control of the warehouses in New France and the power to order the construction of 

houses for troops.102 

  

Dubois d’Avaugour made additional recommendations regarding New France:  
Summer 1663 – Prior to learning of his recall to France, Dubois d’Avaugour drafted a long report on New France 

and made additional recommendations. Included in his report were additional recommendations regarding forts, 

including a fort on the Hudson River near the Fort Orange (present-day, Albany, New York), one on the Richelieu 

River and another on Lake Champlain.  He described Lake Ontario, la Mer douce (Lake Huron) and Lake Superior.  

He reported that it was thought that Lake Superior’s waters flowed in New Spain, and that Lake Superior should be 

the center of the country.  He estimated the cost of his plans at 400,000 livres per year, plus the cost of maintaining 

the soldiers for three years.  When he learned of his recall, he appointed his lieutenant Jacques de Cailhault, sieur 

de LaTesserie, acting governor and sailed from New France on 23 July.103  

 

 

                                                 
99 DCB, Chomedey de Maisonneuve’s, Pierre Dubois baron d’Avaugour’s (Dubois Davaugour in DCB) and Talon’s 

biographies; Trudel, pp. 61-62; John Romeyn Brodhead (agent) and E.B. O’Callaghan, M.D. (editor) Documents 

Relative to the Colonial History of New York (Albany, New York: Weed, Parsons and Co, 1855), hereafter NYCD, 

Vol. 9, pp. 7-9 (Louis XIV’s creation of the Conseil Souverain).    
100 DCB, Gaudais’ biography (gives the date as 7 May); NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 9-13 (1 May 1663 – Gaudais’ 

instructions).  Unfortunately, Gaudais’ report has been lost. 
101 DCB, Couture’s biography.  
102 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 20-21 (excerpts from d’Avaugour’s letter to Louis XIV). The report is only dated 1663 and the 

recipient is not named; JR, vol. 72, p. 373 (Thwaites identifies him as Major Edward Gibbon, captain of the Boston 

militia who met with Druillettes in 1650).  
103 DCB, Dubois d’Avaugour’ biography; NYCD, Vol. 9, 13-17 (excerpts from d’Avaugour’s letter to Louis XIV, 

dated 4 August 1663 from Gaspé). 
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