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A Quick Reference and Research Guide to 17th Century French Missions  

In the Great Lakes, and Upper Mississippi Valley 

Diane Wolford Sheppard, FCHSM member (bluecolumbine@comcast.net) 

 

For more detailed information regarding events that occurred concurrently with the founding of these missions, see 

the Great Lakes’ Timelines on this page.  For background information regarding the Native-American Tribes or 

Nations, see my article, Native Americans – A Quick Reference and Research Guide on the Native Americans 

Section of the FCHSM Website:  In particular, please refer to the movement of the Native-Americans from present-

day southwest Ontario following the Iroquois destruction of Huronia during the 1640s and the subsequent Iroquois 

attacks on the Native American Tribes living in present-day southeastern Michigan.  The net result is that from the 

late 1640s until the founding of Détroit on 24 July 1701, Native Americans only used southwest Ontario and 

southeast Michigan as a seasonal hunting ground. 

 

Each mission in the guide that follows lists the mission’s location, the date founded and the founding missionary (if 

known), the religious order, the Native American Tribe or Nation served, and sources for further research.  The most 

commonly used sources are The Jesuit Relations, Shea’s, History of the Catholic Missions among the Indian Tribes 

of the United States, 1529-1854, and Jones’ 8endake Ehen or Old Huronia, and the Dictionary of Canadian 

Biography Online.1 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, all the following maps were downloaded from BANQ: Bibliothèque et Archives 

nationales du Québec, hereafter BAnQ,  http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/cartes_plans/index.html. 

 

All Saints (Kandoucho) 

o Location: possibly near present-day Lake Medad, Burlington, Ontario 

o Date founded and founding missionary: circa November/December 1640; Jean de Brébeuf, S.J., and Pierre 

Joseph Chaumonot, S.J.  
o Religious Order: Jesuit  

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Neutral 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 21, 185-237; 316-317 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 31 

 

Arendaonatia  

o Location: present-day Tiny Township, Ontario; it’s exact location is unknown 

o Date founded and founding missionary: 12 March 1638; Paul Le Jeune, S.J., and Charles Garnier, S.J.; the 

mission did not have a name and is mentioned only in once in the JR. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 14, pp. 13; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, p. 145 (location) 

                                                 
1 Ruben Gold Thwaites, editor, The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents (Cleveland: The Burrows Brothers.  

Available online at: ( http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/ ), abbreviated JR; John Gilmary Shea, History of 

the Catholic Missions among the Indian Tribes of the United States, 1529-1854 (New York: Edward Dunigan and 

Brother, 1855); Arthur Edward Jones, S.J., 8endake Ehen or Old Huronia (Toronto: Bureau of Archives for the 

Province of Ontario, 1908); University of Toronto and Université Laval, Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online, 

(http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html), abbreviated, DCB.  

mailto:bluecolumbine@comcast.net
http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/cartes_plans/index.html
http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/
http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html)
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Portion of Nicolas Sanson’s 1656 Map: Le Canada, ou Nouvelle France, &c : ce qui est le plus advancé vers le 

Septentrion est tiré de diverses relations des Anglois, Danois, &c., vers le midy les costes de Virginie, Nouvlle 

Suede, Nouveau Pays Bas, et Nouvelle Angleterre, sont tirées de celles des Anglois, Hollandois, &c., la Grande 

Rivière de Canada ou de St Laurens, et tous les environs sont suivant les relations des François 
 

Baye Sainte Thérèse 

o Location: present-day, Keweenaw Bay, on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula on Lake Superior 

o Date founded and founding missionary:  15 October 1660 to spring 1661; René Ménard, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Ottawa 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 48, pp. 113-119, 256-263; Shea, p. 200; Tanner2, p. 37 

 
Detail from Claude Allouez, S.J., and Jacques Marquette, S.J.’s map of Lake Superior – available from BAnQ: 

http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/cartes_plans/index.html. Baye Sainte Thérèse was the bay to the right or east of 

the largest peninsula on Lake Superior’s southern shore 

 

                                                 
2 Helen Hornbeck Tanner, Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History (Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press: 

1987) 

http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/cartes_plans/index.html
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Cataraqui/Cataracoui (Fort Frontenac) 

o Location: present-day Kingston, Ontario 

o Date founded and founding missionary: In July 1673; Louis de Buade, comte de Frontenac, appointed 

Gabriel de Laribourde/La Ribourde chaplain of the Fort.   

o Religious Order: Récollet 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Oneida 

o Sources: DCB, biography of La Ribourde; Richard A. Preston, Royal Fort Frontenac (Toronto: The Champlain 

Society, 1958), p. 24. 

 
Portion of Vincenzo Coronelli’s 1688 Map – Partie occidentale du Canada ou de la Nouvelle France où sont les 

nations des Ilinois, de Tracy, les Iroquois, et plusieurs autres peuples, avec la Louisiane nouvellement découverte 

etc – Fort Frontenac was located on the northeastern shore of Lake Ontario 

Chouskouabika 

o Location: A Native-American village on a river flowing into present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin; it may have 

been located at present-day Pensaukee, Wisconsin. 

o Date founded and founding missionary: On 16 November 1671, Louis André, S.J., arrived at Chouskouabika; 

he spent three months ministering to the Native Americans in the area. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Sauk and perhaps other Algonquin tribes 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 57, pp. 265-291; JR, Vol.  58, p. 297; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 22 

 

Dakota/Sioux 

o Location: near Mille Lac in present-day Minnesota and on the Wisconsin River 

o Date founded and founding missionary: The Dakota captured Louis Hennepin, Michel Acau, and Antoine 

Auguel dit Le Picard Du Guay on 11 April 1680 while the men were on an exploratory and trading voyage to 

the Sioux.  The captives lived with the Dakota in their village and traveled with them on a hunting voyage on 

the Wisconsin River until Daniel Greysolon sieur Du Lhut rescued them in July.  The men did not speak the 

Siouan language, but Hennepin started to compile a dictionary and made a few attempts to preach to his 

captives.  He secretly baptized one child who was near death.    

o Religious Order: Récollet (Hennepin) 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Dakota  

o Sources: DCB, Louis Hennepin and John Gilmary Shea (editor) A Description of Louisiana (New York: John G. 

Shea, 1880), pp. 192-258 

 

Fort Conti  

o Location: near present-day Niagara Falls, New York 

o Date founded and founding missionary: December 1678; Louis Hennepin.  In August 1679, Melithon 

Vatteaux/Watteaux remained at the fort as missionary when Gabriel Laribourde, Hennepin, and Zénobe 

Membré accompanied René Robert Cavalier sieur La Salle on the Griffon on her voyage to Michilimackinac.  
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o Religious Order: Récollet 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Iroquois 

o Sources: Christian Le Clercq, John Gilmary Shea (translator and editor), First Establishment of the Faith in 

New France (New York, John G. Shea, 1881), Vol. 2, p. 112; Hennepin, p. 88 

 

Guardian Angel 

o Location: present-day Chicago, Illinois 

o Date founded and founding missionary:  1696; Pierre François Pinet, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit  

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Miami 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 64, p. 277; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 30 

 

Holy Ghost (Saint Esprit) 

o Location: probably near Lake Nipissing in present-day Ontario 

o Date founded and founding missionaries: on 8 May 1641, Charles Raimbault, S.J., and Claude Pijart, S.J., 

accompanied the Nipissing to their home, which they named the Holy Ghost Mission. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Nipissing and the Algonquins who lived on the shore of Lake Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 20, p. 95; Vol. 21, pp. 119-121, 237, 243; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 24; Jones, p. 390 

 
Portion of Jean Baptiste Louis Franquelin – 1685 – 1688 – Amérique septentrion.lle [i.e. septentrionale] : 

composée, corigée, et augmētée, sur les iournaux, mémoires, et observations les plus justes qui en ón'́etes.tes en 

l'année 1685 & 1686, par plusieurs particuliés /  –  Available from the Library of Congress: 

http://www.loc.gov/item/2002622263/.  Lake Nipissing is located between the Ottawa River and Lake Huron 

  

Illinois 

o Location: south bank of the Illinois River (between present-day Pekin and Kingston Mines, Illinois, south of 

Peoria) 

o Date founded and founding missionary: January 1680; Gabriel de Laribourde/La Ribourde (Superior), 

Zénobe Membré, and Louis Hennepin.  Hennepin departed at the end of February for an exploratory and 

trading voyage to the Dakota.  Following the destruction of Fort Crèvecoeur by La Salle’s men in March, 

Laribourde, Membré, and Tonty took refuge in an Illinois village.  They departed in September 1680 for 

present-day Green Bay after the Iroquois destroyed all of La Salle’s goods, equipment, and supplies.  Kickapoo 

warriors murdered Laribourde on 19 September. 

o Religious Order: Récollet 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Illinois 

o Sources: Henri Tonty, Melville B. Anderson (translator) Relation of Henri de Tonty Concerning the 

Explorations of LaSalle from 1678 to 1683 (Chicago: The Caxton Club, 1898), pp. 23-31, 35-57 

http://www.loc.gov/item/2002622263/
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Immaculate Conception 

o Locations: near present-day Utica, Illinois (Marquette); near present-day Peoria, Illinois (Gravier) 

o Date founded and founding missionary: In late June 1673, Jacques Marquette, S.J., visited the Illinois on his 

exploratory voyage of the Mississippi with Louis Jolliet.  On their return voyage, Marquette instructed the 

Peoria for three days and baptized a child who was in danger of death.  From 11-14 April 1675, Marquette 

instructed the Kaskaskias, but departed because of his failing health.  Claude Allouez, S. J., continued 

Marquette’s mission in April 1677.  In April 1693, Jacques Gravier, S.J., moved the mission to a chapel that 

had been constructed outside Fort Pimitoui near present-day Peoria, Illinois 

o Religious Order: Jesuits 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Kaskaskia, Illinois, Peoria 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 59, pp. 115-123 (Marquette’s visit with the Illinois on the voyage on the Mississippi), 161 

(visit to the Peoria), 163-211 (Marquette’s mission in 1675); JR, Vol. 65, pp. 157-159 (Mission at Peoria); JR, 

Vol. 60, pp. 148-167 (Allouez’ mission); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 28.   

 

Kenté/Quinté  

o Location: north shore of present-day Lake Ontario on Sandbanks between West Lake and East Lake or Weller 

Bay.  Subsidiary missions were located at Ganadatsiagon (near present-day Port Hope, Ontario), Ganeraske (at 

the mouth of the Trent River), and Teiaiagon, on the east bank of the Humber River in present-day Toronto, 

Ontario.  

o Date founded and founding missionaries: 28 October 1668; François de Salignac de LaMothe-Fénelon and 

Claude Trouvé.  After Frontenac established Cataracoui/Cataraqui (Fort Frontenac) in 1673 and the mission 

there was assigned to the Récollets, many of the Native Americans began to move from the Bay of 

Kenté/Quinté for the hunting grounds near the fort.  Although the missionaries wanted to follow the Cayuga, 

their superiors in Paris refused permission for the missionaries to travel with the Native Americans.  The 

mission was beset by many other difficulties including: some of the missionaries asked to return to Paris, the 

costs became exorbitant, the Intendant forbad the servants to engage in trade, conflicts between the superiors in 

Paris and Montreal about how to run the mission, and rumors continued to circulate about war among the 

Iroquois.  Finally, no more than seven or eight Native Americans remained in the village.  In 1679, François 

Dollier de Casson, superior of the Montréal Seminary, proposed to his superiors in Paris to withdraw from the 

Kenté/Quinté mission and to strengthen the Montréal Mission on the Mountain where the Sulpicians could 

better support the Native Americans as well as the residents of Montréal.  Louis Tronson, superior of the 

Sulpicians in Paris, granted permission to abandon the mission in April 1680.  Jean de Lamberville, S.J., 

superior of the Jesuit missions to the Iroquois, agreed that the Jesuits would minister to the converts who 

remained at Kenté/Quinté. 

o Religious Order: Sulpician  

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Cayuga 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 50, p. 325; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 55, 371; Tanner, p. 37; Preston, pp. 5-16, 85-101 (extracts 

from letters regarding the mission)  

 

La Conception (La Rochelle, Ossossané/Ossossanë, Saint Gabriel) 

o Location: the original village of Ossossané was located on present-day Pointe Varwood, Nottawasaga Bay on 

Georgian Bay, Ontario.  Gabriel Sagard called the village Saint Gabriel; while the traders named the village La 

Rochelle because it reminded them of La Rochelle, France.  Although the village moved from time to time, it 

was never far from Pointe Varwood.  Archaeologists differ on the locations of the village during the Jesuit 

period.  

o Date founded and founding missionaries: Gabriel Sagard, a Récollet friar, first visited Ossossané or Saint 

Gabriel in August 1623.  In May and June 1637; Jean de Brébeuf, S.J. (made the decision to found the 

mission); Pierre Pijart, S.J., Charles Garnier, S.J., and François Joseph Lemercier, S.J., were the first 

missionaries.  During the summer of 1639, the Jesuits abandoned the residences at La Conception and Saint 

Joseph because they would be forced to move their residences when the Hurons moved their residences; instead 

they founded a permanent residence at Sainte Marie I.  

o Religious Order: Récollet; Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Bear (Attignawantan) tribe or nation of the Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 11, pp. 10; 17; Vol. 14, pp. 55-73; 103, 107; Vol. 34, pp. 252-253 (location), Vol. 19, p. 131 

(decision to abandon the residence at La Conception for a fixed residence); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 
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25-28; 35-37 (location); Heidenreich3, pp. 36-37 (location); Tanner, p. 37 (mistakenly states that the mission 

was founded in 1636) 

 

La Conception (Sonnontouan or Totiakton) 

o Location: Sonnontouan (Totiakton), on the west bank of present-day Honeoye Creek, two miles north of 

Honeoye Falls (south of present-day Rochester, New York) 

o Date founded and founding missionary: circa 1668; Julien Garnier, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Seneca 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 51, p. 293; JR, Vol. 55, pp. 75-93; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 29 

 

Lake Nipigon 

o Location: Lake Nipigon in north of Lake Superior in present-day Ontario 

o Date founded and founding missionary: late May and early June 1667; Claude Allouez, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Nipissing 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 51, pp. 63-69; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 32 

 
Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique – Lake Nipigon is the Lake labeled Lac Alimipegon on the 

top of the map 

Mission of the Apostles 

o Location: Manitoulin Island (Ekaentoton) in Lake Huron. 

o Date founded and founding missionary: spring 1671, Louis André, S.J., spent three weeks with the 

Amikwa/Amikoué on Manitoulin Island.   

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

                                                 
3 Conrad Heidenreich, Huronia: A History and Geography of the Huron Indians 1600 – 1650 (Toronto: McClelland 

and Stewart Limited, 1971) 
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o Native American Tribe or Nation: Amikoué or Beaver Tribe 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 55, pp. 152-153; JR Index, Vol. 73, pp. 32, 46 

 
Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique – Manitoulin Island is south of the north shore of Lake Huron 

 

Mission of the Holy Apostles 

o Location: present-day Ontario; its exact location is unknown 

o Date founded and founding missionaries:  In January 1616, Joseph le Caron, a Récollet, visited the 

Tobacco/Petun Nation with Champlain; although le Caron baptized a few dying adults and children, he did not 

found a formal mission.  In 1639/1640; Charles Garnier, S.J., and Isaac Jogues, S.J., started the first formal 

mission.  

o Religious Order: Récollet; Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Tobacco/Petun 

o Sources: Vol. 20, pp. 41-75, 307; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 31 

 

Mission of the Martyrs or Holy Trinity 

o Location: near present-day Auriesville, New York 

o Date founded and founding missionary:  10 June 1646; Isaac Jogues, S.J.; Jogues named the Mission Holy 

Trinity; it was later known as the Mission of the Martyrs.  The Mohawks martyred Jogues on 18 October 1646; 

they murdered his companion Jean de Lalande, a donné, on 19 or 20 October 1646.  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Mohawk  

o Sources: JR, Vol. 28, pp. 19, 19, 136-140 (description of Jogues’ May 1646 peace mission), Vol. 29, pp. 43-59; 

Vol. 31, p. 107; JR, Vol. 30, pp. 218-219, 225-229 (death of Jogues and Lalande); JR, Vol. 31, pp. 15-117, 121-

137 (Jogues’ life from his 1642 capture until his death; Lalande’s life and death) JR, Vol. 51, p. 295 (location); 

JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 30 

 

Mississauga  

o Location: Georgian Bay on a river that empties into Lake Huron in present-day Ontario, 30 leagues from Sault 

Sainte Marie 

o Date founded and founding missionary: 31 August 1670, Louis André, S.J.; he only remained at the mission a 

few days  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Mississauga  

o Sources: JR, Vol. 55, pp. 135-137; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 32. 

 

Nipissing 

o Location: probably around present-day Lake Nipissing, Ontario 

o Date founded and founding missionary: 1622; Guillaume Poulin/Poulain 

o Religious Order: Récollet 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Nipissing 

o Sources: DCB; Shea, p. 167 

 

Notre Dames des Anges  

o Location: west side of the present-day Grand River near Brantford, Ontario 
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o Date founded and founding missionary:  circa November/December 1640; Jean de Brébeuf, S.J., and Pierre 

Joseph Chaumonot, S.J. 
o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Neutral  

o Sources: JR, Vol. 21, pp. 185-237; 317 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 31 

 

Ouassatinoun 

o Location: probably in the area of Baie des Puants or present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin 

o Date founded and founding missionary: Louis André, S.J., spent the autumn of 1673 with the Potawatomi in 

this village. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Potawatomi 

o Sources:  JR, Vol. 58, pp. 283-289; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 22 

 
Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique 

Ounontisaston 

o Location: Eastern bank of the present-day Niagara River 

o Date founded and founding missionary: autumn and winter 1626; Joseph de Laroche d’Aillon 

o Religious Order: Récollet 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Neutral 

o Sources: Shea, p. 170; Harris,4 pp. 48-54 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 William Richard Harris, The Catholic Church in the Niagara Peninsula, 1626-1895 (Toronto: William Briggs, 

1895) 
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Oussouamigoung  

o Location: probably in the area of Baie des Puants or present-day Green Bay, Wiscons 

o Date founded and founding missionary: Louis André, S.J., visited the Oussouamigoung three times prior to 

1673/1674; their village was named after the tribe. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Oussouamigoung 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 57, 291-301; JR, Vol. 58, 297; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 22 

 

Point Saint Esprit   

o Location: La Pointe; Chequamegon Bay in present-day Wisconsin, on the south shore of Lake Superior 

o Date founded and founding missionary: Claude Allouez, S.J., formally founded the mission on 1 October 1665, 

although René Menard, S.J., and his companions (Jean Guérin, Claude David, Sébastien Hodiau dit 

Laflèche, Adrien Jolliet, François LePoutrel, sieur des Coulombiers, Pierre Levasseur dit Lespérance, and 

Antoine Trottier, sieur DesRuisseaux) were in the area of Chequamegon Bay in May and early June 1661.  

Jacques Marquette, S.J., ministered at the Point Saint Esprit Mission from 1669 to 1671 when he followed the 

Ottawa and Huron/Petun to Michilimackinac and founded the Saint Ignace mission.  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Ottawa, Tobacco/Petun Nation, Potawatomie, Fox, Sauk, Illinois, Sioux 

(Dakota), Cree (Christinaux or Kilistinon), and Chippewa (Sauteur) 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 46, pp. 125-144 (Ménard’s visit to the area); JR, Vol. 48, pp. 121-126, 263-273 (Ménard’s 

visit to the area); JR, Vol. 49, pp. 161, 239-251; JR, Vol. 50, pp. 247-305; Vol. 51, pp. 20-61; JR Index, Vol. 

73, pp. 22-23; Tanner, p. 37 

 
Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique – Chequamegon Bay is the large bay on the left area of the 

map 

Quapaw  

o Location: present-day Arkansas and Mississippi on the Mississippi River, near the Arkansas River 

o Date founded, founding missionary and subsequent history: In July 1673, Jacques Marquette, S.J., and Louis 

Jolliet stopped at the Arkansas village; Marquette briefly instructed the Natives and they requested that 

Marquette and Jolliet remain with them, but Marquette, Jolliet and their party decided to halt their voyage 

when they learned of the presence farther south of Native tribes who had European weapons.  In March 1682, 

after La Salle took possession of the area surrounding the Quapaw villages, Zénobe Membré attempted to 

communicate with them with sign language.  On 26 November 1689, Henri Tonty granted Claude Dablon, 

S.J., as Superior of the Jesuit missions, a strip of land of about eight acres on the Arkansas River a little east of 

Tonty’s fort, as well as an immense tract on the opposite side of the river among the Native Americans.  The 

Jesuit mission, which was to start in November 1690, would have a house for the missionaries and two chapels, 

one for the French Canadians and another for the Native Americans.  The grant called for the Jesuits to build 
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the house and chapels, raise a cross 15 feet high and say a Mass for Tonty annually on the feast of Saint Henri.  

No records survive about whether any Jesuits missionaries went to Arkansas or how long the mission lasted.  

o Religious Orders: Jesuit (Marquette); Récollet (Membré); Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Quapaw 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 59, pp. 153-159 (Marquette and Jolliet); Le Clercq, pp. 169, 193-195 (Membré), 439 (Tonty’s 

land grant) 

 

Saint Alexis and Saint Joseph 

o Location: present-day Southwold, Elgin County, Ontario (on the north shore of Lake Erie) 

o Date founded and founding missionary:  circa November/December 1640; Jean de Brébeuf, S.J., and Pierre 

Joseph Chaumonot, S.J. 
o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Neutral 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 21, pp. 185-237, 317 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 31 

 

Saint André, Saint Barthélemy, Saint Jacques, Saint Philippe, Saint Simon and Saint Jude, Saint Thomas 

o Location: their exact location in present-day Ontario is unknown – but see Sanson 1656 map which places St. 

Simon and Jude next to the Bruce peninsula 

o Date founded and founding missionary: 1639/1640; Charles Garnier, S.J., and Isaac Jogues, S.J.  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Tobacco/Petun  

o Sources: Vol. 20, pp. 41-75, 307-308; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 31   

 

Saint Antoine 
o Location: present-day Tay township between Midland and Penetanguishene Bays, Ontario; its exact location is 

unknown. 

o Date founded and founding missionaries: 1639-1640; Saint Antoine was a Huron village served by the La 

Conception Missionaries.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie 

Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 146-147 

 

Saint Charles 

o Location: present-day Tay township between Midland and Penetanguishene Bays, Ontario; its exact location is 

unknown. 

o Date founded and founding missionaries:  1639-1640; Saint Charles was a Huron village served by the La 

Conception Missionaries.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie 

Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit  

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 146-147 (location) 

 

Saint Charles 

o Location: present-day Manitoulin Island in Lake Huron  

o Date: autumn 1648; René Ménard, S.J.  At the end of winter 1649/1650, the Christian Hurons walked over the 

ice to Saint Joseph/Christian Island. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Algonquin and Huron refugees who fled from the Iroquois in 1649 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 33, 149-155; Vol. 35, pp, 173-177 (refugee Hurons) JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 389-

390 (location) 

 

Saint Denis 

o Location: on the east bank of present-day Hog Creek, Ontario, southeast of Sainte Marie I. 

o Date founded and founding missionary: circa 1639; Pierre Châtelain/Chastelain, S.J.  The mission was a 

dependent mission of Sainte Marie I. 
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o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 23, p. 39, Vol. 34, p. 355 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 100-101 (location); 

Heidenreich, p. 44 (location) 

 

Sainte Agnès  

o Location: present-day Tay township between Midland and Penetanguishene Bays, Ontario; its exact location is 

unknown. 

o Date founded and founding missionaries: 1639-1640; Ste Agnès was a Huron village served by the La 

Conception Missionaries.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie 

Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 146-147 (location) 

 

Sainte Anne (Kaontia) 

o Location: present-day Tay Township, Ontario  

o Date founded and founding missionary: circa 1642; Claude Pijart, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit  

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 23, p. 39; JR, Vol. 34, p. 255 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 98-99 (location) 

 

Sainte Barbe 
o Location: present-day Tay township between Midland and Penetanguishene Bays, Ontario; its exact location is 

unknown. 

o Date founded and founding missionaries:  1639-1640; Sainte Barbe was a Huron village served by the La 

Conception Missionaries.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie 

Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 146-147 (location) 

 

Sainte Catherine 

o Location: present-day Tay township between Midland and Penetanguishene Bays, Ontario; its exact location is 

unknown. 

o Date founded and founding missionaries: 1639-1640; Sainte Catherine was a Huron village served by the La 

Conception Missionaries.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie 

Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26 

 

Sainte Cécile 

o Location: present-day Tay township between Midland and Penetanguishene Bays, Ontario; its exact location is 

unknown. 

o Date founded and founding missionaries: 1639-1640; Sainte Cécile was a Huron village served by the La 

Conception Missionaries.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie 

Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 146-147 (location) 

 

Sainte Élisabeth 

o Location: its exact location along the shores of present-day Lake Simcoe, Ontario is unknown.  Jones believed 

that it did not have a fixed location and that it was located wherever the Algonquin camped in the winter season. 

o Date founded and founding missionary: Winter 1643/1644, René Ménard, S.J. 
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o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Algonquins who had fled to Huronia in fear of the Iroquois 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 27, p. 35 (foundation); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 70-73 (location), Heidenreich, p. 

42 (location) 

 

Saint Étienne 

o Location: present-day Tay township between Midland and Penetanguishene Bays, Ontario; its exact location is 

unknown. 

o Date founded and founding missionaries:  1639-1640; Saint Étienne was a Huron village served by the La 

Conception Missionaries.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie 

Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 146-147 (location) 

 

Saint Étienne (Thiohero/Kiohero) 

o Location: the east side of the north end of Lake Cayuga in present-day New York 

o Date founded:  before 1670 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Cayuga 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 54, p. 53; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 29; Hodge5, Vol. 1, p. 698 

 

Sainte Famille 

o Location: Cahokia, present-day Illinois  

o Date founded and founding missionary:  April 1699; Jean François Bisson/Buisson de Saint Côme 

o Religious Order: Séminaire des Missions Étrangères 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Tamaroa, Cahokia, Illinois 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 64, 278, JR, Vol. 65, pp. 51-85, 261-265 (footnotes 5-12 regarding the missionaries assigned 

to the missions in the Mississippi Valley); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 28; Tanner, p. 37 (1698) 

 

Saint François Borgia 

o Location: present-day Saint Ignace, Michigan 

o Date founded: in 1677, the Jesuits constructed a small chapel dedicated to Saint François Borgia; the Kiskakon 

Ottawa village used the chapel on alternate days while those who have moved to the newer Ottawa village at 

Gros Cap (approximately 20 miles northwest of Saint Ignace on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula) used the chapel 

on the other days.  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Kiskakon and the other Ottawa bands 

o Source: JR, Vol. 61, pp. 125-127; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 22 

 

Saint François Xavier 

o Location: on the present-day Wye River about ¾ of a mile west of Wyebridge in Simcoe County, Ontario 

o Date founded and missionaries: 1639-1640; Saint François Xavier was a Huron village served by the La 

Conception Missionaries.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie 

Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR, Vol. 34, p. 255 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 97-98 

(location); Heidenreich, p. 38 (location) 

 

Saint François Xavier 

o Location: two miles northeast of present-day Munsville, New York 

o Date founded and missionaries: 1656-1657; Joseph Marie Chaumonot, S.J., and René Ménard, S.J.  

                                                 
5 Frederick Webb Hodge (editor), Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian 

Institution: Vol. 1, 1907 and Volume 2, 1910) 
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o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Oneida 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 44, pp. 27-33, JR, Vol. 51, p. 294 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 30  

 

Saint François Xavier 

o Location: De Pere; south of present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin 

o Date founded and founding missionary: 2 December 1669; Claude Allouez, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Sauk, Mesquakie (Fox), Potawatomi, Winnebago, Kaskaskia, Peoria 

o Sources:  JR, Vol. 54, pp. 203-205; JR, Vol. 58, pp. 265 (Kaskaskia and Peoria); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 32; 

Tanner, p. 37 

 

Sainte Geneviève 

o Location: present-day Tay township between Midland and Penetanguishene Bays, Ontario; its exact location is 

unknown. 

o Date founded and founding missionaries: 1639-1640; Sainte Geneviève was a Huron village served by the La 

Conception Missionaries.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie 

Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 146-147 (location) 

 

Saint Guillaume (Teotongniaton) 

o Location: present-day Hamilton, Ontario  

o Date founded and founding missionary:  circa November/December 1640; Jean de Brébeuf, S.J., and Pierre 

Joseph Chaumonot, S.J. 
o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Neutral  

o Sources: JR, Vol. 21, pp. 185-237, 317 (location); JR Index, Vol. 72, p. 31 

 

Saint Ignace I (Taenhatentaron) 

o Location:  present-day Oro-Medonte Township, Ontario 

o Date founded: 1645.  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 29 p. 255; JR, Vol. 34, p. 256 (location); JR, Vol. 33, p. 139; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, 

pp.  85-88 (location); Heidenreich, p. 40 (location); Tanner, p. 37  

 

Saint Ignace II 

o Location: its exact location is unknown. 

o Date founded: circa 1648 or 1649; the Iroquois destroyed the mission on 16 March 1649; the Iroquois captured 

Jean de Brébeuf, S.J., and Gabriel Lalemant, S.J., at Saint Louis and brought them to Saint Ignace II where 

they tortured the two missionaries.  Jean de Brébeuf, S.J., died on 16 March; while Gabriel Lalemant, S.J., 

died the following morning.   

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 34, pp. 24-36,125, 137- 195; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 104-128 (location); 

Heidenreich, pp. 44-48 (theories/controversies regarding location) 

 

Saint Ignace  

o Locations: Present-day Saint Ignace, Michigan, on the north shore of the Straits of Mackinac 

o Date founded and first missionaries: in the later part of 1670, Claude Dablon, S.J., established the Mission of 

Saint Ignace on Michilimackinac (Mackinac Island on the straits between Lakes Huron and Michigan) built a 

chapel to receive the Native Americans who passed through the straits.  In the summer or fall of 1671 Jacques 

Marquette, S.J.,  moved the Saint Ignace mission from Michilimackinac to present-day Saint Ignace, Michigan 

(on east Moran Bay on the north side of the Mackinac Straits). 
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o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Huron and Algonquin tribes 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 55, pp. 93-103, 155-167 (this is the first description of Michilimackinac in the JR), 179-225; 

Vol., 56, pp. 113-119; Vol. 57, pp. 247-263; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 22; National Park Service: 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/explorers/sitec32.htm  

 
Portion of Vincenzo Coronelli – 1688 – Partie occidentale du Canada ou de la Nouvelle France où sont les nations 

des Ilinois, de Tracy, les Iroquois, et plusieurs autres peuples, avec la Louisiane nouvellement découverte etc  

 

Saint Jacques (Gandagaro/Canagora) 

o Location: on present-day Boughton Hill, one mile south of Victor, New York 

o Date founded and founding missionary: circa 1668; Julien Garnier, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Seneca 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 55, pp. 75-93; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 28; Tanner, p. 37 (1656) 

 

Saint Jacques 

o Location: near present-day Berlin, Wisconsin 

o Date founded and founding missionary: 30 April and 1 May 1670; Claude Allouez, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Mascoutin and Miami 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 55, pp. 191; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 32; Tanner, p. 37 (1669) 

 

Saint Jean 

o Location: the east side of the Sturgeon River in present-day Tay Township, Ontario 

o Date founded: circa 1639; the mission was a dependant mission of Sainte Marie I.  The Iroquois murdered 

Charles Garnier, S.J. at the mission on 7 December 1649. 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/explorers/sitec32.htm
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o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 165; JR, Vol. 34, p. 255 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; Jones, pp. 88-94 

(location); Heidenreich, p.  41 (location); DCB  

 

Saint Jean (Etarita)  

o Location: Etarita; its exact location in present-day Ontario is unknown  

o Date founded and founding missionary:  1639/1640; Charles Garnier, S.J., and Isaac Jogues, S.J.  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Tobacco/Petun 

o Sources: Vol. 20, pp. 41-75, 307; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 31  

 

Saint Jean (Gandachiragou) 

o Location: present-day Lima, New York 

o Date founded and founding missionary: 1669; Jacques Fremin, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Seneca 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 51, p. 293 (location); JR, Vol. 54, pp. 117, 121-123; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 29 

 

Saint Jean Baptiste  
o Location: present-day Orillia Township, Ontario  

o Date founded and founding missionaries: 1639/1640; Antoine Daniel, S.J., and Simon Lemoine/Lemoyne, 

S.J.  In March 1647, after the Iroquois defeated the residents in numerous battles, the survivors fled to larger 

villages.   

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Rock (Ahrendarhonon) nation of the Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 123; JR, Vol. 20, pp. 17-19, JR, Vol. 33, p. 79; Vol. 34, p. 256-257 (location); JR 

Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, pp. 65-70 (location); Heidenreich, pp.  41-42 (location); Tanner, p. 37  

 

Saint Jean Baptiste 

o Location: Indian Hills, two miles south of present-day Manlius, New York 

o Date founded and founding missionaries:  1654; Joseph Marie Chaumonot, S.J., and Claude Dablon, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Onondaga 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 42, pp. 83-214 (Dablon’s journal of his voyage to Iroquoia); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 29; Tanner, 

p. 37 (1654) 

 

Saint Joachim 

o Location: present-day Tay Township (Jones) or in the east bank of present-day Sturgeon River, Oro-Medonte 

Township, Ontario (JR and Heidenreich) 

o Date founded and founding missionaries: 1639/1640; Antoine Daniel, S.J., and Simon Lemoine/Lemoyne, 

S.J.  The mission was a dependant village to the Saint Jean Baptiste Mission. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Rock (Ahrendarhonon) nation of the Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 20, pp. 17-19; Vol. 34, p. 256 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, pp. 152-153 

(location); Heidenreich, pp.  40-41 (location) 

 

Saint Joseph (Caragouha) 

o Location for the mission: Carhagouha, near present-day Midland Bay, Midland, Ontario 

o Location for Joseph (le) Caron’s residence: was outside the village proper a half league from Khinonascarant.   

o Date founded and founding missionary: On 12 August 1615, Joseph le Caron celebrated the first Mass in 

Carhagouha.  He returned to France the following year.  In 1623, le Caron returned to Carhagouha with Father 

Nicolas Viel and Brother Gabriel Sagard.  

o Religious Order: Récollet 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 
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o Sources: Jones, pp. 37-45 (location), Heidenreich, p. 35 (location); Shea, pp. 166-169 (Récollet missions to the 

Huron) 

 

Saint Joseph I (Ihonatiria) 

o Location: near the west end of Gignac Lake in present-day Tiny Township, Ontario 

o Date founded and founding missionary: late September 1634; Jean de Brébeuf, S.J.  During the summer of 

1639, the Jesuits abandoned the residences at La Conception and Saint Joseph because they would be forced to 

move their residences when the Hurons moved their residences; instead they founded a permanent residence at 

Sainte Marie I. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 7, p. 261 (does not give exact date); JR, Vol. 8, pp. 87-111 (Brébeuf’s account of his arrival 

and their decision to settle at Ihonatiria; description of their cabin), Vol. 19, p. 131 (decision to abandon the 

residence at Saint Joseph for a fixed residence), JR, Vol. 34, pp. 252-253 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 26; 

Jones, pp. 28-31 (location); Heidenreich, p. 32 (location); Tanner, p. 37  

 

Saint Joseph II (Teanustayé/Teanaostaiaë)  

o Location: the Hunter-Fitzgerald site in present-day Oro-Medonte Township, Ontario; it was located in the chief 

town of the Nation of the Cord. 

o Date founded and founding missionary: June 1638.  On 4 July 1648, the Iroquois attacked Saint Joseph, 

murdered Antoine Daniel, S.J., and killed or captured about 700 residents of the mission.  Some of the 

surviving Huron fled to Sainte Marie I. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron; Nation of the Cord 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 17, p. 9, 59, 33, Vol. 33, pp. 257-267; JR, Vol. 34, pp. 85-97; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, 

pp. 13-22 (location); Heidenreich, pp.  38-39 (location) 

 

Saint Joseph (Goiogouen/Oiogouen) 

o Location: South of present-day Union Springs and 1 ½ miles from Cayuga Lake, New York 

o Date founded and founding missionary: August 1656; René Ménard, S.J.  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Cayuga 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 43, pp. 307-317; JR, Vol. 51, p. 293 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 29; Tanner, p. 37 

 

Saint Joseph  

o Location: present-day Niles, Michigan 

o Date founded and founding missionary: circa 1687 or 1688; Claude Allouez, S.J. Allouez died at the Mission 

on 27/28 August 1689.  Claude Aveneau, S.J., succeeded Allouez as the missionary.  Although we do not 

know the exact date that the mission was started, on 1 October 1686, Governor René Louis Brisay Marquis de 

Denonville, and Intendant Jean Bochart de Champigny granted the Jesuits a piece of land of 20 arpents frontage 

and depth on the St. Joseph River where the Missionaries could choose the most convenient site for a chapel, 

house and fields.  Louis XIV confirmed this grant and a number of others on 24 May 1689.  The wording of the 

grant suggests that the mission would begin after Denonville and Champigny made the grant.  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Potawatomi and Miami 

o Sources: DCB, biographies of Allouez and Claude Aveneau, S.J.; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 30; Tanner, p. 37; 

Dunning Idle, The Fort of the St. Joseph River During the French Régime 1679-1761 (South Bend, Indiana: 

Support the Fort, Inc., 2003), pp. 5-6 (Jesuit mission and land grant).  Author’s note: although René Robert 

Cavelier sieur de La Salle’s men erected a fort at the mouth of the Rivière des Miamis (present-day St. Joseph 

River, near the cities of St. Joseph and Benton Harbor, Michigan) in November 1679 that included a cabin that 

was also used as a chapel, Louis Hennepin specifically stated that he and Gabriel de Laribourde preached on 

alternative Sundays and holidays to La Salle’s men.  There is no indication that they made any effort to convert 

the Native Americans during this time.  See Hennepin, pp. 131-133. 
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Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique – The Saint Joseph Mission was located southeast of the 

southern end of Lake Michigan 

 

Saint Louis  

o Location: in present-day Tay Township on the west bank of the Hogg River in Simcoe County, Ontario 

o Date founded: 1639 or 1640; the Mission was a dependant mission to Sainte Marie I; on 16 March 1649; the 

Iroquois captured Jean de Brébeuf, S.J., and Gabriel Lalemant, S.J., at Saint Louis and brought them to Saint 

Ignace II where they tortured the two missionaries.  Jean de Brébeuf, S.J., died on 16 March; while Gabriel 

Lalemant, S.J., died the following morning. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, pp. 167, 175-177, Vol. 34, pp. 125-133, 255 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, 

pp. 101-103 (location); Heidenreich, p. 43 (location) 

 

Saint Marc 

o Location: present-day, Wisconsin; it’s exact location is unknown 

o Date founded and founding missionary: 24 to 29 April 1670; Claude Allouez, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Fox or Mesquakie (Outtamgamis)  

o Sources: JR, Vol. 54, pp. 217-225, 305-307 (possible locations); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 24 

 

Sainte Magdeleine/Madeleine  

o Location: west of present-day Lalligan Lake in present-day Tiny Township, Ontario 

o Date founded and founding missionaries:  In 1637, Charles Garnier, S.J., baptized a child in Arenté while he 

was on his way to baptize the sick members of the Petun/Tobacco.  The Jesuits founded a mission in 1639-

1640; Sainte Magdeleine/Madeleine was a Huron village served by the La Conception Missionaries.  Paul 

Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 

12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 



 18 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 14, pp. 35; JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR, Vol. 34, p. 254 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, 

pp.  134-135 (location); Heidenreich, p.  38 (location) 

 

Sainte Marie I 

o Location: present-day Midland, Ontario; the mission and fort were located about 150 feet from the shore of the 

Wye River. 

o Significant Dates:  

 During the summer of 1639, the Jesuits founded Sainte Marie as a permanent residence; it also served as a 

retreat for the missionaries when they returned from their travels to the missions. 

 On 15 May (or 14 June) 1649, the Jesuits, their donnés and servants, and the French Canadian soldiers 

burned their quarters at Ste. Marie, lest the Mission furnish refuge to the Iroquois. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, pp. 123; 131-135; 165, 271-272; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, pp. 8-12; Tanner, p. 37. 

See Ste-Marie among the Hurons for the history of the mission and fort.  

(http://www.saintemarieamongthehurons.on.ca/sm/en/Home/index.htm)  

  
The Jesuit Chapel at Sainte Marie I The Church of Saint Joseph built for visiting 

Huron/Wendat at Sainte Marie I 

Courtesy of Ste Marie Among the Hurons – Huronia Historical Parks 
 

 

Sainte Marie II 

o Location: present-day southeast shore of Christian Island, Ontario; the mission and fort were located about 120 

feet from the lakeshore.  

o Significant Dates:  

 During May or June 1649, after the Jesuits, their donnés and servants, and the French-Canadian soldiers 

burned their quarters at Ste. Marie I, lest the Mission furnish refuge to the Iroquois, they joined the 300 

families who had moved to St. Joseph or Christian Island.  In their retreat, the refugees were forced to 

abandon their fields; therefore, to avoid starvation the following year, they cleared the forests to plant 

fields.  They also built fortifications and cabins.  The mission was not only surrounded by a wooden 

palisade, but also by a stone wall.  The residents were forced to subsist on acorns and roots because 

adequate game and fish were not available on the island.  The Jesuits and their servants were able to 

transport 10 fowls, two swine, two bulls, and two cows to the island. 

 On 10 June 1650, the Jesuit missionaries, brothers, donnés, their servants, and about 300 Christian Hurons 

departed from Huronia to return to Québec.  While they were en route, they met François Joseph 

Bressani, S.J., and the other French Canadians who were on their way to Huronia.  They arrived in 

Québec on 28 July 1650. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron refugees 

http://www.saintemarieamongthehurons.on.ca/sm/en/Home/index.htm
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o Sources: JR, Vol. 34, pp. 221-225, 252 (location); JR, Vol. 35, p. 75, 197-205; JR, Vol. 35, pp. 23-27; 83, 183-

197; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, pp. 5-8 (location); Heidenreich, p. 43 (location); Tanner, p. 37 

 
Félix Martin, S.J.’s drawing of the fortifications of Sainte Marie III from Jones, p. 7 

The square in the center marked as E was a cistern; F represents a wall, but Martin was unable to determine its 

purpose 

 

Sainte Marie de Ganentaa  

o Location: Ganentaa, present-day east side of Lake Onondaga, New York, between Syracuse and Liverpool 

o Date founded and founding missionaries: After Simon Lemoine, S.J., conducted a peace embassy to the 

Iroquois during the summer of 1654; he promised that the Jesuits would establish a mission among the 

Onondaga.  In late summer 1655, François Lemercier, S.J., and Claude Dablon, S.J., founded the mission.  

On 20 March 1658, all of the French Canadians left the missions in Iroquoia because they believed that that the 

Iroquois planned to exterminate all the French Canadians in Iroquoia. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Onondaga 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 42, pp. 214-217; JR, Vol. 43, pp. 132-175; JR, Vol. pp. 44, pp. 93; 147- 151; JR, Vol. 51, p. 

293 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 29; Tanner, p. 37 

 

Sainte Marie 

o Location: Tionontoguen 4 miles S.E. of present-day Canajoharie, New York 

o Date founded and founding missionary: fall 1667; Jacques Fremin, S.J., and Jean Pierron, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Mohawk 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 51, pp. 145-147, 179-219, 295; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 30; Tanner, p. 37 

 

Saint Martin  

o Location: present-day Tay township between Midland and Penetanguishene Bays, Ontario; its exact location is 

unknown. 
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o Date founded and founding missionaries: 1639-1640; Saint Martin was a Huron village served by the La 

Conception Missionaries.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie 

Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit  

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR Index, Vol. 72, p. 27; Jones, pp. 146-147 (location) 

 

Saint Mathias, St, Mathieu (Ekarenniondi) 

o Location: Ekarenniondi; its exact location in present-day Ontario is unknown 

o Date founded and founding missionary:  1639/1640; Charles Garnier, S.J., and Isaac Jogues, S.J.  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Tobacco/Petun 

o Sources: Vol. 20, pp. 41-75, 308; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 31  

 

Saint Michel (Scanonaenrat) 

o Location: Scanonaenrat, present-day Oro-Medonte Township, Ontario 

o Date founded: late November to early December 1638  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 17, pp. 85-95; JR, Vol. 34, p. 253 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, p. 25 (location); 

Heidenreich, p. 39 (location); Tanner, p. 37  

 

Saint Michel (Khioetoa) 

o Location: east of present-day Windsor, Ontario 

o Date founded and founding missionary:  circa November/December 1640; Jean de Brébeuf, S.J., and Pierre 

Joseph Chaumonot, S.J. 
o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Neutral 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 16, p. 259; JR, Vol. 21, pp. 185-237; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 31 

 

Saint Michel 

o Location: Gandougaraé, 3 ½ miles south of present-day Boughton Hill, New York  

o Date founded: 1656  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron captives who voluntarily surrendered themselves to the Seneca  

o Sources: JR, Vol. 44, p. 19; JR, Vol. 51, p. 293 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 29; Tanner, p. 37 

 

Saint Michel  

o Location: Menominee River; the border between the present-day states of Michigan and Wisconsin 

o Date founded and founding missionary:  May 1670; Claude Allouez, S.J.  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Menominee 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 54, pp. 233-235, 307 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 32 

 

Saint Pierre 

o Location: present-day Manitoulin Island in Lake Huron 

o Date founded: autumn 1648; Joseph Antoine Poncet, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: Algonquins who lived on the north shore of Lake Huron and those on 

Manitoulin Island 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 33, 149-155; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 24; Jones, p. 377, 390-391 (location) 

 

Saint Pierre and Saint Paul (Ehwae) 

o Location: It’s exact location is unknown, but it may have been in Nottawasaga Township which is now part of 

present-day Clearview Township, Ontario 

o Date founded and founding missionaries:  1639/1640; Charles Garnier, S.J., and Isaac Jogues, S.J.  
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o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Tobacco/Petun 

o Sources: Vol. 20, pp. 41-75, 307; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 31 

 

Saint Pierre (Gandaouagué)  

o Location: near present-day, Fonda, New York 

o Date founded and founding missionary: fall 1667; Jacques Fremin, S.J., and Jean Pierron, S.J.,  

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Mohawk 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 51, pp. 145-147, 179-219; 295 (location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 30 

 

Saint René (Onontaré/Onnontaré) 

o Location: east of present-day Seneca River; 2 ½ miles east of Savannah, New York 

o Date founded:  before 1670 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Cayuga 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 51, p. 293 (location); JR, Vol. 54, p. 53; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 29 

 

Sault Sainte Marie 

o Location: Bawating, present-day Sault Sainte/Ste. Marie, Michigan 

o Date founded and founding missionaries: although Isaac Jogues, S.J., and Charles Raimbault, S.J., visited 

Sault Saint Marie in September or October 1641, the Jesuits did not establish a formal mission until 1668 when 

Claude Dablon, S.J., and Jacques Marquette, S.J., founded the mission. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Chippewa/Ojibwa 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 51, pp. 259-266 (Brief description of the mission); JR, Vol. 52, pp. 197-213 (description of 

the missions); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 21; Tanner, p. 37 

 

Sainte Thérèse 

o Location: present-day Tay township between Midland and Penetanguishene Bays, Ontario; its exact location is 

unknown. 

o Date founded and founding missionaries: 1639-1640; Saint Martin was a Huron village served by the La 

Conception Missionaries.  Paul Ragueneau, S.J., François Duperron/Dupéron, S.J., and Joseph Marie 

Chaumonot, S.J., initially served the 12 hamlets or villages. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit  

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, p. 209; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, pp. 146-147 (location) 

 

Sioux 

o Location: possibly at Fort Saint Nicolas; the post/fort was located at the mouth of the Wisconsin River near 

Lake Pepin (on the boundary between the present-day states of Wisconsin and Minnesota). 

o Date founded and founding missionary:  by 8 May 1689; Joseph Jacques Maret, S.J.  He witnessed the formal 

possession of the area surrounding Nicolas Perrot’s post. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Sioux 

o Sources: Edward D. Neil, The history of Minnesota: from the earliest French explorations to the present time 

(Minneapolis: J.B. Lippincott & Co., 1873), pp. 143-145 

 

Tamaroa 

o Location: present-day Cahokia, Illinois 

o Date founded and founding missionary: prior to 1700, Pierre François Pinet, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribes or Nations: during the fall of 1700, when Jacques Gravier, S.J., descended the 

Mississippi to d’Iberville’s colony, he planned to have a Jesuit missionary leave the Tamaroa Mission every 

second day to visit the Michigamea/Metchigamea who wintered near the Tamaroa and another missionary 

minister to the Cahokia on the same schedule. 
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o Sources: JR, Vol. 54, pp. 278, 280, JR, Vol. 65, pp. 103-105 (planned missions to the 

Michigamea/Metchigamea and Cahokia); See JR Index, Vol. 73, p.  32 

 

Tangouaen 

o Location: present-day Ontario, north of Lake Nipissing 

o Date founded and founding missionary: Autumn 1645, Jean de Brébeuf, S.J. 

o Religious Order: Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Algonquin and some refugee Hurons 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 30, pp. 85-87; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 23; Jones, pp. 165-166 (location) 

 

Toanché (Teandeouïata)  

o Location: present-day Toanche, Ontario, a part of Tiny Township.  The village had two locations.  In 1626, it 

was located near the shore of Methodist Bay, Tiny Township, close to the Gwynne archaeological site.  In 1635, 

it was located about 1 ½ miles S.S.E. of Point Todd in Tiny Township. 

o Date founded and founding missionaries: In 1623, Nicolas Viel, a Récollet, may have ministered to the Hurons 

at Toanché.  n 1626, Jean de Brébeuf, S.J., Anne de Noue, S.J., and Joseph de Laroche d’Aillon, a Récollet, 

and their companions reached the Huron settlements on the southern shore of Georgian Bay.  The missionaries 

lived in the cabin erected by Joseph le Caron in 1615 (see Saint Joseph).  De Noue returned to Québec in 1627; 

Brébeuf remained at the mission until the capture of Québec. 

o Religious Order: Récollet and Jesuit 

o Native American Tribe or Nation: Huron 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 4, pp. 219-221, 260, footnote 23, p. 264, footnote 30, p. 265, footnote 31; JR, Vol. 34, p. 253 

(location); JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, pp. 45-49 (location of Toanché I); 56-58 (location of Toanché II); 

Heidenreich, p. 32 (disagreement with Jones regarding the first location); DCB 


