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Whenever possible, I have provided references to journals, memoirs, and correspondence written during the 17th 

century.1  A number of regional collections from the states of Illinois, Michigan, New York, and Wisconsin contain 

17th century correspondence and memoirs.2  Finally, I have cited a number of books written during the 20th and 21st 

century that provide significant coverage of 17th century forts or their commandants.3  Books dealing with specific 

forts are cited in the entry for each fort. 

 

For the most part, the dates contained in these guides apply to the founding or closure of a fort.  Please refer to the 

timelines on this page for more information about the subsequent history of the fort or post.  

 

Unless otherwise noted, all maps were downloaded from Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec 

BAnQ,  http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/cartes_plans/index.html 

 

Key events that affected the posts or forts that existed during the 1690s:  

o On 14 July 1690, Louis XIV forbad Frontenac and Champigny to grant any additional congés until the 

merchants and traders had been reimbursed for the expenses incurred to build Forts at Michilimackinac and St. 

Joseph in 1686, although Frontenac was ordered to issue six congés to the nuns and hospital in Montréal so 

that the nuns could use the proceeds of the sale of the congés for the sick and to repair the hospital. 

                                                 
1 Louis Hennepin and John Gilmary Shea (editor) A Description of Louisiana (New York: John G. Shea, 1880); 

Henri Joutel and Henry Reed Styles (translator), Joutel’s Journal of La Salle’s Last Voyage, 1684-1687 (Albany, 

N.Y.: Joseph McDonough, 1906); Henri Joutel, William C. Foster (editor), Johanna S. Warren (translator) The La 

Salle Expedition to Texas, 1684-1687 (Austin, Texas: Texas State Historical Association, 1998); Louise Phelps 

Kellogg, editor, Early Narratives of the Northwest 1634 – 1699 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1917), 

abbreviated Kellogg, Early Narratives; Pierre Lemoine/Lemoyne d’Iberville, Richebourg Gaillard McWilliams 

(translator) Iberville’s Gulf Journals (Tuscaloosa, Alabama and London: The University of Alabama Press, 1981); 

Armand Louis Lom d’Arce baron de La Hontan and Reuben Gold Thwaites (editor) New Voyages to North America 

(Chicago: A.C, McClurg and Co., 1905); Pierre Esprit Radisson and Gideon D. Scull (translator) Voyages of Pierre 

Esprit Radisson (Boston: The Prince Society, 1885); Ruben Gold Thwaites, editor, The Jesuit Relations and Allied 

Documents (Cleveland: The Burrows Brothers.  Available online at: ( http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/ ), 

abbreviated JR; Henri Tonty, Melville B. Anderson (translator) Relation of Henri de Tonty Concerning the 

Explorations of LaSalle from 1678 to 1683 (Chicago: The Caxton Club, 1898), abbreviated Tonty, 1684 Relation.  
2 John Romeyn Brodhead (agent) and E.B. O’Callaghan, M.D. (editor) Documents Relative to the Colonial History 

of New York (Albany, New York: Weed, Parsons and Co, 1855), abbreviated NYCD Vol. 9; Michigan Pioneer and 

Historical Society, Historical Collections – Collections and Researches Made by the Michigan Pioneer and 

Historical Society (Lansing, MI: Robert Smith Printing Company, 1904), Vol. 33 (XXXIII), abbreviated MPHSC; 

Theodore Calvin Pease and Raymond C. Werner (editors), Collections of the Illinois State Historical Library, The 

French Foundations 1680-1693 (Volume 23 of the series) (Springfield, Illinois: Trustees of the Illinois State 

Historical Library, 1934), abbreviated ILHC, Vol. 23; Ruben Gold Thwaites (editor), Collections of the State 

Historical Society of Wisconsin (Madison: Democrat Printing Company, 1902), abbreviated WiHC, Vol. 16 
3 Cornelius Jaenen, editor, The French Regime in the Upper Country of Canada During the Seventeenth Century 

(Toronto, Ontario: The Champlain Society in Cooperation with The Government of Ontario, 1996); Louise Phelps 

Kellogg, The French Régime in Wisconsin and the Northwest (Madison: Wisconsin State Historical Society of 

Wisconsin, 1925), abbreviated French Régime in Wisconsin; University of Toronto and Université Laval, Dictionary 

of Canadian Biography Online, (http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html ), abbreviated DCB; Robert S. Weddle, The 

Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (College Station, Texas: Texas A&M University Press: 2001), Abbreviated 

Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle. Author’s note: Helen Hornbeck Tanner, Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History 

(Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press: 1987) provides minimal coverage of individual forts, its 

strength lies in the maps and background information on Native Americans; René Chartrand, The Forts of New 

France, The Great Lakes, the plains and the Gulf Coast (Long Island City, NY: Osprey Publishing Limited, 2010) is 

a less reliable source for 17th century forts; although well illustrated, it does not cite any sources and I have generally 

not cited it specifically in reference to a specific fort. 

http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/cartes_plans/index.html
http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations/
http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html
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o Circa April 1694, Louis XIV sent instructions to Frontenac and Champigny.  He informed them that the fall 

in the prices of beaver and the overabundance of beaver resulted in a loss of profits to the Compagnie de la 

Ferme.  He ordered Frontenac and Champigny to replace all of the officers employed at the distant posts 

periodically to wean them from the idea of engaging in trade and to familiarize a larger number of officers with 

the customs of the Native Americans. 

o On 21 May 1696, in an effort to centralize and control the fur trade, Louis XIV, abolished the congés (official 

permissions to trade) and ordered that the soldiers destroy the Great Lakes posts.  Fort St. Louis would be 

allowed to remain open. 

o On 28 April 1697, in an effort to keep the Native Americans in the Great Lakes under French influence, Louis 

XIV issued an ordinance which permitted Forts Frontenac, Michilimackinac, and St. Joseph of the Miami to 

remain open with the same number of officers and soldiers.  The ordinance expressly forbad the officers and 

soldiers from trading in any form and ordered the officers and soldiers to arrest any French Canadian who was 

trading with the Native Americans.  Merchants were forbidden to sell any trade merchandise or receive any 

furs; violators were subject to a 1,500 livres fine for each infraction. 

o In September 1697, in spite of the prohibition against trading, five traders departed for Fort Michilimackinac in 

September 1697 with Alphonse de Tonty, the newly appointed commandant.  In addition, Frontenac granted 

the voyageurs who had participated in the 1696 expedition against the Onondaga and Oneida permission to 

return to the Great Lakes to retrieve their belongings.  

o 11 September 1697, Frontenac held a meeting to discuss the best means of enforcing Louis XIV’s orders 

regarding the French forts and congés (trading licenses).  Jean Bochart de Champigny, Philippe de Rigaud 

de Vaudreuil, François Provost, Antoine Crisafy, François de Galifet, Daniel Auger de Subercase, and 

Antoine Lamothe de Cadillac attended this meeting.  With the exception of Champigny, the other men 

believed that the posts should be abandoned because the officers and soldiers could not live on their pay; the 

high costs of maintaining the forts and sending the pay to the officers and soldiers; and in order to supply the 

posts in the Great Lakes, they would be required to send French Canadians to the posts, contrary to the King’s 

orders.  Finally, Frontenac did not believe that 28 to 30 soldiers could defend the forts against Native 

Americans if they allied themselves with the Iroquois or the English. 

o Circa September or October 1697, Frontenac published Louis XIV’s orders regarding the Western Forts and 

the revocation of the congés.  He ordered that all of the voyageurs, soldiers, and commandants return to Québec 

from the western posts the following year.  The sole exception was Alphonse Tonty. 

o 13 October 1697, although Champigny believed that Forts Michilimackinac, St. Joseph, and St. Louis should 

remain open, he believed that the French would use any excuse to continue trading.  In addition, he strongly 

advised that Fort Frontenac should be abandoned because of the excessive costs and danger to the soldiers 

garrisoned there. 

o On 21 May 1698, Louis XIV wrote to Frontenac and Champigny.  He hoped that had concluded peace with 

the Iroquois.  If they have, they must abandon the Forts at Michilimackinac, Miami, and Frontenac. 

o On 15 June 1698, Champigny ordered all the fur traders to return at the latest “in the course of October next.”  

Officers who violated the order would be cashiered and degraded; soldiers and other traders would be sent to 

the galleys. 

o On 10 October 1698, Frontenac wrote to France; he reminded the recipient (probably Pontchartrain) that it 

would be impossible to require the Commandants and soldiers assigned to Michilimackinac or among the 

Miami to live on their pay alone.  The memo outlined the expenses incurred by the Commandants and 

expressed the belief that if they made a small profit on their trading, it would be a small reward for the services 

they provided.  On 25 October, after Alphonse de Tonty returned from Michilimackinac, Frontenac and 

Champigny reported the efforts that Tonty had made to induce the voyageurs to return to the St. Lawrence 

settlements. 

o Sources: NYCD, Vol. 9, 453-454 [extract of Louis XIV’s 1690 order], 676 [Monseignat’s 1696-1697 account], , 

695-697 [October 1698]; MPHSC, Vol. 33 (XXXIII), 73-74 [October 1697], 80-81 [September 1697 meeting], 

79-80 [September/October 1697], 94-96 [October 1698]; Public Archives of Canada, Edouard Richard, 

Archivist, Supplement to Dr. Brymner’s Report on Canadian Archives 1889 (Ottawa, Ontario: S.E. Dawson, 

1901), abbreviated PAC1900-1901, 96-97 [June 1698], 305-306 [April 1684], 331-332 [May 1698]; DCB, 

Callière’s, Champigny’s and Frontenac’s biographies; Joseph L. Peyser (translator and editor), Letters from 

New France - The Upper Country 1686-1783 (Urbana and Chicago, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1992) 

60-71 [April 1697]; 
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Arkansas Port  
o Location: near a Quapaw village known as Otsoté on the present-day Arkansas River (about five to six leagues 

northwest of the mouth of the Arkansas River) in Arkansas County, Arkansas. 

o Date Founded: In spring 1686 when Henri Tonty and 30 of his men were returning from their search for René 

Robert Cavelier sieur de La Salle, ten of his men asked for a settlement.  Tonty granted the request to Jean 

Couture and some others.  

o Owner: Henri de Tonty on land that La Salle had granted to Tonty in 1682. 

o Description: a house or cabin surrounded by a palisade 

o Sources: ILHC, Vol. 1, Tonty’s  Memoir of 1693, pp. 149-150 [permission to settle at the post]; ILHC, Vol. 23, 

p. 396 [land grant in Arkansas]; Joutel, pp. 265-281; 324-325, ILHC, Vol. 23, pp. 276-282 [French and English 

text; this is the most complete transcription of the memorandum]; John Gilmary Shea, History of the Catholic 

Missions among the Indian Tribes of the United States, pp. 438-439; Verner W. Crain, The Southern Frontier 

(Tuscaloosa, Alabama: The University of Alabama Press, 2004), pp. 42-44, 60, 64n, 65, 90, 154 [Couture]; ??? 

Delanglez 

 

Chequamegon Bay I 

o Location: present-day Chequamegon Bay on Lake Superior in Wisconsin 

o Date Founded: Médard Chouart de DesGroseilliers and Pierre Esprit de Radisson built the first fort near the 

western end of the bay during the fall of 1659.  The men spent the winter with their Native American 

companions at present-day Court Oreille Lake, Wisconsin.  They built a second fort at Chequamegon Point the 

following spring after they returned to the Bay with some Chippewa Indians.  They departed from the second 

fort shortly for a visit to the Cree Tribe on the north shore of Lake Superior.   

o Period of Operation: Fall 1659 – Spring 1660 

o Owners: Médard Chouart de DesGroseilliers and Pierre Esprit de Radisson 

o Description: DesGroseilliers and Radisson built the first palisaded fort in two days; it had a triangular bastion 

at one end to defend them from “murderers.”  They laid a snare of small bells attached to a cord which warned 

them if anyone came too close to the fort and buried part of their trade goods away from the fort, although they 

told the Native Americans that they had sunk them in a boat in the middle of the bay.  Radisson does not 

describe the second fort. 

o Sources: Radisson, pp. 195-197; 221; Grace Lee Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness Médard Chouart, Sieur des 

Groseillers and Pierre Esprit Radisson, 1618-1710 (New York and London: D. Appleton-Century Company 

Incorporated, reprint 1978), pp. 60-65.  
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Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique – Chequamegon Bay is the large bay on the southwest shore 

of Lake Superior 

Chequamegon Bay II  
o Location: the south shore of present-day Madeleine Island in Chequamegon Bay, Wisconsin 

o Date Founded: In 1693, Frontenac commissioned Pierre Charles LeSueur to reopen the trade routes from 

Lake Superior to the Mississippi and to bring the Sioux within the sphere of French influence.  LeSueur opened 

the post on Madeleine Island in 1693. 

o Period of Operation: 1693 – circa 1695 

o Sources: Kellogg, French Régime in Wisconsin, p. 252, 298-399; DCB, Lesueur/Le Sueur’s biography.  

 

Chicago Post or Fort 
o Location: the Chicago portage, the junction of present-day Portage Creek with the Des Plaines River, in the Old 

Chicago Portage Forest Preserve.  The precise locations of the Chicago Posts or Forts listed in listed in the 

significant dates is not known with certainty.  

o Significant Dates: 

 During the winter 1682/1683, two of La Salle’s men, André Hunault and Jean Filiatrault, built a small 

wooden house and “fort” at the Chicago portage.  

 Henri Tonty appointed his cousin Pierre Charles de Liette, interim commandant of the warehouse in 

Chicago during the winter of 1691, as well as interim commandant of Fort Pimitoui.  Liette commanded 

the Chicago post/warehouse in 1697. 

 On 14 October 1697, Louis Laporte de Louvigny and Nicolas d’Ailleboust de Mantet submitted a 

proposal and budget to attack the Spanish forts and mines in Mexico.  They planned to depart from the 

post at Chicago and travel south on the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico and then travel west to attack the 

Spanish. 

o Sources: Milo Quaife, Ph.D., “Was There a French Fort at Chicago?,” Transactions of the Illinois State 

Historical Society (Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State Journal Company, 1914), passim; Pierre Margry, Lettres 

de Cavalier de La Salle et correspondance relative a ses entreprises (1678-1685) (Paris: Maisonneuve et Cie 
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Libraires-Éditeurs, 1877); Vol. 2, pp. 317-322 (La Salle’s 4 June 1683 letter to LaBarre); Pierre Margry, 

Découverte par mer des bouches du Mississipi et établissements de Lemoyne d'Iberville sur le golfe du Mexique 

(1694-1703) (Paris: Imprimerie de D. Jouaust, 1880), Vol. 4, pp. 19 – 43 [1697]; MPHSC, Vol. 33 (XXXIII), p. 

75 [1697]; DCB, Tonty’s and de Liette’s biographies; Tanner, map 6. 

 
Portion of Vincenzo Coronelli – 1688 – Partie occidentale du Canada ou de la Nouvelle France où sont les 

nations des Ilinois, de Tracy, les Iroquois, et plusieurs autres peuples, avec la Louisiane nouvellement 

découverte etc 

 

Conti/Conty; the shipbuilding yard for the Griffon, and the storehouse  
o Location of Fort Conti: at the entrance to the present-day Niagara River 

o Location of the shipbuilding yard: present-day Cayuga Creek, New York (a small river in present-day New 

York State which enters Lake Erie between present-day Buffalo and West Seneca, New York) 

o Location of the storehouse: present-day Lewiston, New York 

o Date Founded: Starting on 17 December 1678; Dominique de LaMothe, sieur de Lucière’s men built a cabin 

and storehouse for the materials needed to build the Griffon.   

o Owner: René Robert Cavelier, sieur de La Salle 

o Description of Fort Conti: two blockhouses, 40 feet square connected by palisades.  The fort burned in 1679 or 

1680. 

o Description of the storehouse: the structure was a wooden building surrounded by a palisade. 

o Additional information: Chartrand, without citing any sources, states that the name of the shipbuilding yard was 

Fort Rémi.  None of the primary sources provide a name for the shipbuilding yard. 

o Sources: Tonty, 1684 Relation, pp. 9-23; Hennepin, pp. 67-90; Frank H. Severance, An Old Frontier of France 

The Niagara Region and Adjacent Lakes Under French Control (New York: Dodd, Mead and Company, 1917), 

Vol. 1, pp. 39 51; Cyrus Kingsbury Remington, The Ship-Yard of the Griffon, a Brigantine built by René Robert 

Cavelier Sieur de La Salle (Buffalo, New York: J. W. Clement, 1891). 

 

Crèvecoeur  
o Location: between present-day Pekin and Kingston Mines, Illinois, south of Peoria 

o Period of Operation: On 15 January 1680, La Salle reached the site on the south bank of the Illinois River 

where he ordered the construction of Fort Crèvecoeur.  He also ordered his men to start construction of the 

barque that he planned to use on the Mississippi.  In March or April 1680, some of La Salle’s men destroyed 

the fort, stole powder, lead, furs, and provisions. 

o Owner: La Salle 

o Sources: Relation – La Salle, 1679, pp. 73-147; Tonty, 1684 Relation, pp. 23-31, 33, 35; Jaenen, pp.  79, 163.   
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De Pere   

o Location: De Pere; south of present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin  

o Significant Dates:  

 In spring 1685, Governor La Barre appointed Nicolas Perrot commandant of Baie du Puants and the 

surrounding region. 

 In 1687, a fire broke out at the Jesuit mission which destroyed the church and the adjoining buildings, 

including Perrot’s furs valued at 40,000 livres. 

o Additional information: the fact that Perrot stored his furs at the Jesuit mission supports the opinion of Kellogg 

and others that the French did not have a 17th century fort in the area Green Bay.  

o Sources: JR, Vol. 54, pp. 203-205; DCB, Perrot’s biography; Kellogg, French Régime in Wisconsin, p. 292 

[Fort La Baye was not founded until 1717]; WiHC, Vol. 16, pp, 1-2; Tanner, map 6 

 
Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique 

 

Dover  
o Location: on present-day Patterson Creek in Norfolk County, Ontario, near the former town of Port Dover.   

o Date Founded: In mid-October 1669, while they were waiting for their Dutch guide, François Dollier de 

Casson and René Bréhant de Galinée, and their companions established a camp on Lake Erie.  After about 

two weeks, they decided to move their camp on the lakeshore because they feared winter storms.  Their winter 

cabin was about a quarter of a league from the lakeshore on a stream/creek.  Although the cabin, which 

contained a chapel, and fort is not described in detail, they built “it in such as fashion that we could have 

defended ourselves for a long period” from the Native Americans if they chose to attach the French Canadians.  

They departed from their winter camp for Sault Ste. Marie in late March. 

o Owners: François Dollier de Casson and René Bréhant de Galinée 

o Sources: Kellogg, Early Narratives, pp. 196-197 [Bréhant de Galinée’s Narrative];  
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Memorial Cross erected to commemorate the cross raised when 

Dollier de Casson and Galinée took possession of the area 

Cliff Site National Historic Site of Canada, located on Brant Hill in Port Dover, Ontario, 

overlooks Highway 6, along the north shore of Lake Erie 

Canada’s Historic Places, http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=13398     
 

Frontenac – Cataraqui Cataraqui   

o Location: present-day Kingston, Ontario 

o Significant Dates:    

 From 13 to 20 July 1673, Hugues Randin, Frontenac’s engineer, oversaw the clearing of lands and 

construction of Fort Frontenac. 

 In 1674, in response to the outrage of the merchants and fur traders who believed that the fort would 

deprive them of part of the fur trade, Frontenac leased the fort to Jacques Leber and Charles Bazire. 

 On 13 May 1675, Louis XIV accepted the offers made by La Salle respecting the grant of Fort 

Cataracoui/Frontenac and the lands adjacent to it.  See Preston and the other sources for the Fort’s 

subsequent history as a royal fort.  Unlike Michilimackinac and Fort St. Joseph, Fort Frontenac remained 

open throughout the remainder of the 17th century. 

o Description:  

 1673: a 46 foot building and a 20 foot store 

 1675-1677 construction: La Salle’s men demolished Frontenac’s fort, built a rampart with fours bastions 

twice the size of the old fort; three sides were constructed of masonry three feet thick and twelve feet high.  

They constructed the remaining side with wooden stakes.  Inside the fort, they built a house of squared logs 

that was 100 feet long, a blacksmith shop, guardhouse, officer’s quarters, a well and cow house.  They dug 

ditches 15 feet wide around the fort with a moat across the peninsula.  The carpenters built a barque named 

Frontenac and three other smaller vessels.   

o Sources: Richard A. Preston, Royal Fort Frontenac (Toronto: The Champlain Society, 1958), passim [contains 

primary documents as well as commentary]; NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 64 [1670] 75-85 [1671]; 95-114 [Frontenac’s 

journal – 1673], 116-121 [excerpts from Frontenac’s 14 November 1674 correspondence]; 122-125 [Grant to 

LaSalle], 204 [1683 extracts of LaBarre’s correspondence]; 213-216 [abstracts from La Salle’s memo regarding 

LaBarre’s seizure of Fort Frontenac], 239-244 [1684 roll], 280-287 [Denonville’s 1685 recommendations], 308-

http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=13398
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311 [November 1686], 339 [Denonville’s account of the 1687 expedition against the Seneca], 391 [scurvy], 

446-447 [Denonville’s recommendations]; 454 [Louis XIV’s 1690 order]; 461 [1690], 499-501 [Champigny’s 

1691 correspondence]; 530-531 [1692], 609, 618, 621 [1695]; 651, 656-657 [1696]; 676 [1697];  DCB, Bochart 

de Champigny’s and Denonville’s biographies ; JR, Vol. 63, pp. 22-23, 267-281; PAC1900-1901, p. 77 

[Duchesneau’s 1682 ordinance], 268 [Colbert de Seignelay’s 1684 order]; Jaenen, pp. 44,45,153, 155, 156, 158, 

159, 161,163, 177, 168, 172-173, 177,179, 183, 187 

 
Portion of Vincenzo Coronelli’s 1688 Map – Partie occidentale du Canada ou de la Nouvelle France où sont les 

nations des Ilinois, de Tracy, les Iroquois, et plusieurs autres peuples, avec la Louisiane nouvellement découverte 

etc – Fort Frontenac was located on the northeastern shore of Lake Ontario 

 

Kaministiquia/Kamistikwia  
o Location: approximately 30 kilometers west of present-day of Thunder Bay, Ontario, at the mouth of the 

Kaministiquia River at the western end of Lake Superior 

o Date Established: In 1684 or 1685, Daniel Greysolon Du Lhut built a post at Kaministiquia.  He placed the 

post under the command of his brother Claude Greysolon de LaTourette. 

o Sources: DCB, Daniel and Claude Greysolon’s biographies; Kellogg, French Régime in Wisconsin, p. 226, 

Tanner, map 6.  

 
Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique – Kaministiquia/Kamistikwia is labelled Camanestigon on 

this map.  The post was located northwest of Isle Royale 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaministiquia_River
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La Boulaye  
o Location: Plaquemines Parish, about 1 mile north of present-day Phoenix, Louisiana 

o Date Established: On 5 February 1700, Pierre Lemoine d’Iberville selected the site for Fort Mississippi/La 

Boulaye at Plaquemines Parish, about 1 mile north of present-day Phoenix, Louisiana. 

o Commandant: Jean Baptiste Lemoine de Bienville 

o Description/Dimensions: a 28-foot-square wooden blockhouse, equipped with six cannon 

o Sources: Iberville, pp. 106-156. 

 

La Famine/Anse de la Famine 
o Location: Mexico Bay, northeast of present-day Oswego, New York 

o Significant Dates:   

 On 21 August 1684, La Barre ordered Rémi Guillouet d’Orvilliers/Dorvilliers, commanding the rear-

guard, and Sidrac Michel Dugué de Boisbriant, commanding the vanguard, to proceed to La Famine with 

250 Christian Native Americans in preparation for La Barre’s expedition against the Onondaga.  

 On 25 August 1684, La Barre departed from Fort Frontenac; he arrived at La Famine in two days.  When 

he arrived, La Barre found that over 150 men had been struck with tertian fever (a type of malaria).  He 

also sent word to Charles Lemoine de Longueuil to bring the Iroquois delegates to La Famine for a 

council to conclude a peace treaty. 

 Lemoine and nine Onondaga, three Oneida and two Cayuga arrived on 3 September.  

Tegancout/Tegannehout, a prisoner, represented the Seneca because New York Governor, Thomas 

Dongan, had forbidden the Iroquois to conclude a peace treaty with La Barre without Dongan’s 

permission.   

 During the conference which concluded on 5 September, the Iroquois let LaBarre know that they would 

dictate the peace terms.  The Iroquois were willing to make peace with the Miami, but they refused to stop 

their hostilities against the Illinois.  LaBarre was forced to accept the humiliating terms which abandoned 

their allies, the Illinois. 

o Sources:  NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 236-239 (Conference with the Iroquois), 239-244 (extracts of LaBarre’s memoir) 

 

La Salle’s Forts in Texas  
o Location: present-day Matagorda Bay, Texas, and Garcitas Creek, Texas. 

o Significant Dates:  

 On 14 April 1684, Louis XIV granted La Salle permission to command an expedition into the country 

beyond Fort Saint Louis on the Mississippi as far as La Nouvelle Biscaye and to appoint special governors 

and commandants wherever he saw fit. 

 On 14 February 1685, La Salle’s three ships (the Belle, the Joly, and the Aimable) met off present-day 

Matagorda Bay, Texas.  The Belle entered the bay the following day, but the Aimable ran aground on 20 

February, losing most of the expedition’s supplies.  The Joly departed for France on 12 (or 14) March. 

 Following the departure of the Belle, Henri Joutel and his men spent 12 days gathering the wreckage of 

the Aimable in order make a sort of fort which they called the Grand Camp. 

 On 24 March, La Salle and 51 men left the island camp to seek a more protected location for the colony.  

Joutel and Crevel de Moranget remained in the island camp with 102 others.  

 On 2 April, La Salle reached Rivière aux Bœufs (present-day Garcitas Creek) five miles from the stream’s 

mouth in Lavaca Bay.  The site offered fresh water, good soil, good hunting and fishing, although it lacked 

anchorage for the Belle.  

 Although La Salle continued to search for a site that would be more accessible to the Belle, on 22 April, he 

chose to locate his colony on the right bank of the Rivière aux Bœufs; therefore, the cargo that was being 

transported from the Matagorda Island camp would have to be unloaded and transported in four canoes to 

the site.  A supply depot was established at present-day Indian Point, where the Belle unloaded her cargo.  

 At the beginning of May, La Salle ordered Joutel and his men to square timber from the Aimable and 

driftwood in order to build the colony at Garcitas Creek.  

 Crevel de Moranget and 70 individuals, including Isabelle Planteau (Madame Talon) and her children, as 

well as the other women, left the island camp on 10 or 12 June; they travelled on foot up the west side of 

Matagorda Bay on a journey that was over 50 miles to the site on Garcitas Creek.   

 Joutel and the remainder of the colonists arrived in July.  Joutel was amazed to see that very little progress 

had been made: the gardens were dry, sterile and trampled by swine; and the only shelter was a staked 
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enclosure for the powder.  Starting in July, the colonists built a large four-room house that sheltered La 

Salle, the Récollets, and some of the gentlemen volunteers; the fourth room was used for storage.  By the 

end of July, over half of the colonists and soldiers had perished. 

 In fall 1685, while La Salle and a large number of his men were searching for a branch of the Mississippi 

River, Joutel had a shelter built with two rooms, one for the men, and one for the women and children.  He 

also ordered that the colonists cut down several trees which obstructed the view and which could facilitate 

the approach of Native Americans. 

 In February 1686, the Belle ran aground in a storm, 

 On 12 January 1687, La Salle set off again with 17 people to try to find the Mississippi and aid from the 

Illinois country.  The group included Jean Cavelier, Anastase Douay, Henri Joutel, and Pierre Talon.  

La Salle planned to leave Pierre Talon, Anastase Douay and a few others with the Cenis so that Talon 

could learn their language and Douay could found a mission.  When he departed from Garcitas Creek, La 

Salle left Gabriel Barbier in charge of the colony, which only numbered about 25, including women and 

children. 

 In January 1689, the Karankawa killed all of the colonists except for five children. 

o Other information: although many historians persist in calling La Salle’s fort/settlement at Garcitas Creek “Fort 

St. Louis,” it did not have a name during La Salle’s lifetime.  

o Sources: Henri Joutel, William C. Foster, pp. 64-199; NYCD, Vol. 9, p.  225; Weddle, passim 

 
Portion of Nicolas de Fer – 1701 – Les costes aux environs de la rivière de Misisipi : découvertes par Mr. de la 

Salle en 1683 et reconnues par Mr. le Chevallier d'Iberville en 1698 et 1699   

 

La Tourette  
o Location: on Lake Nipigon at the mouth of Ombabika River north of Lake Superior in present-day Ontario 

o Date Established: In 1684 or 1685, Daniel Greysolon de Du Lhut built a post/fort called Fort La Tourette; he 

named his brother, Claude Greysolon de LaTourette, commandant of the posts on Lake Superior. 

o Sources: DCB, Daniel and Claude Greysolon’s biographies; Kellogg, French Régime in Wisconsin, p. 226; 

Tanner, map 6.  

 

Les Sables/Des Sables 

o Location: present-day Irondequoit Bay, New York on the southern shore of Lake Ontario 

o Significant Dates: 

 On 10 July 1687, Denonville’s army landed at Irondequoit Bay and selected a site suitable for building a 

retrenchment capable of protecting the army, provisions, bateaux, and canoes. 

 On 11 July 1687, the army constructed palisades, fascines, and pickets for securing the dike that separated 

the lake from the marsh in which they placed the bateaux. 

 On 12 July 1687, Denonville appointed Rémi Guillouet d’Orvilliers commandant of the fort and detached 

400 men to garrison the redoubt.  
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 On 24 July 1687, the army reached the fort; the following day they made arrangements to depart on 26 July 

for Niagara.  The army destroyed the fort and left for Niagara on 26 July 1687. 

o Commandant: Rémi Guillouet d’Orvilliers  

o Other information: Although Denonville does not refer to the fort by a specific name, Henri Tonty and Baugy 

referred to it as Fort Les Sables/Fort Des Sables in their accounts of the expedition. 

o Sources: NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 337, 364, 368 [Denonville’s accounts of the expedition against the Seneca]; Jaenen, 

p. 183 [Tonty’s account of the expedition]; Baugy, p. 59 

 

L'Huillier  
o Location: southwest of present-day Mankato, Minnesota, on the right bank of the Blue Earth River near its 

junction with the Le Sueur River. 

o Significant Dates:  

 In 1697, LeSueur proposed to Louis XIV a permanent post among the Sioux and requested exclusive 

trading rights with the tribe as well as men to occupy the post and to work the lead mines in the area.  

Frontenac and Champigny were opposed to the mines because they believed that LeSueur would use the 

permission to trade beaver.  His initial requests were denied, but he returned to France.  

 On 21 May 1698, Louis XIV granted LeSueur limited trade privileges and permission to take 50 men to 

work the lead mines.  He was expressly forbidden to engage in the beaver trade.  

 On 12 September 1698, Pierre LeSueur hired François Legardeur de Mutrecy, Pierre Chesne dit Saint 

Onge, Louis Cavelier, Charles Bissot, Joseph Cailleteau, Jean Baptiste Giguère, François Constantin, 

Pierre Charly, and François Guyon dit Després, voyageurs on a five year contract to work the mines.  

They proceeded to Michilimackinac shortly thereafter to spend the winter at Michilimackinac to prepare 

provisions for their voyage.  LeSueur planned to meet them there in the spring. 

 On 27 May 1699, Louis XIV revoked the permission after it was decided to abandon the Sioux trade 

because of Fox opposition.  Louis XIV also felt that the mines might not be of any great value; the 

exploration could be used as a pretext for trading; and distance and transportation would render the work 

too costly.  

 On 26 August 1699, LeSueur received permission to undertake an expedition from Louisiane to the Sioux 

country to work the mines with two boats.  

 LeSueur arrived in Louisiane on 7 December 1699 with d’Iberville and 30 workmen.  He left Fort 

Maurepas/Biloxi in 1700.  His men built their fort in October 1700.  LeSueur returned to Louisiane on 10 

February 1702 with 2,000 quintals of blue and green earth.  

 The Fox attacked the post in 1701 or 1702, killing three.  The survivors escaped to present-day Illinois. 

o Type: three or four wooden cabins surrounded by a palisade.  The fort was located on a large natural mound 60-

70 feet high.  

o Sources: WiHC, Vol. 16, pp. 173-200; DCB, LeSueur’s biography (under Le Sueur); Kellogg, French Régime in 

Wisconsin, pp. 298-299; Timothy J. Kent, Rendezvous at the Straits Fur Trade and Military Activities at Fort de 

Buade and Fort Michilimackinac, 1669-1781 (Ossineke, Michigan: Silver Fox Enterprises, 2004), pp. 154-155 

[men hired in 1698]  

 

LeSueur’s post on Pelée Island  

o Location: Pelée Island, present-day Prairie Island in the Mississippi River, near Red Wing, Minnesota 

o Date Established: in 1695, Pierre Lesueur founded a fort on Pelée Island 

o Sources: Kellogg, French Régime in Wisconsin, p. 252 

 

Maramek  
o Location: a village southwest of present-day Chicago on the Fox River 

o Date Established: August/September 1693 – Frontenac ordered Perrot to settle among the Miami of 

Maramek/Maramech/Maramec/Malamet “to set up between the Miamis and the other nations who might be 

susceptible to offers from the English a barrier which would thwart all such plans.”  In 1695, Frontenac urged 

the tribe to live together with the Miami of St. Joseph. 

o Sources: NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 570; Kellogg, French Régime in Wisconsin, p. 248. 
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Maurepas/Biloxi  
o Location: present-day Ocean Springs, Mississippi 

o Date Established: On 6 April 1699, Pierre Lemoine d’Iberville, selected the site for the first French settlement 

on the Gulf of Mexico at Fort Maurepas/Biloxi.  On 3 May 1699, d’Iberville set sail for France, having 

appointed Ensign Sauvolle as commandant; and Jean Baptiste Lemoine Bienville as second in command. 

o Sources: Iberville, pp. 53-97; DCB, Iberville’s and Bienville’s biographies. 

 
Portion of Nicolas de Fer – 1701 – Les costes aux environs de la rivière de Misisipi : découvertes par Mr. de la 

Salle en 1683 et reconnues par Mr. le Chevallier d'Iberville en 1698 et 1699 

 

Miami 

o Location: mouth of the Rivière des Miamis (present-day St. Joseph River, near the cities of St. Joseph and 

Benton Harbor, Michigan). 

o Date Established: On 1 November 1679, La Salle ordered his men to built Fort Miami.  La Salle planned to 

bring the Griffon down from Michilimackinac to the new fort.  When Tonty reached the fort on 20 November, 

La Salle learned that the Griffon, which had sailed from the area of present-day Green Bay on 18 September, 

had not reached Michilimackinac. 

o Owner: La Salle 

o Description/Dimensions: a 40 feet by 30 feet wooden fort 

o Sources: Tonty, 1684 Relation, 23-25; Relation – La Salle, 1679, 47-73.  

 
Portion of Vincenzo Coronelli – 1688 – Partie occidentale du Canada ou de la Nouvelle France où sont les nations 

des Ilinois, de Tracy, les Iroquois, et plusieurs autres peuples, avec la Louisiane nouvellement découverte etc 
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Michilimackinac  
o Location: present-day St. Ignace, Michigan, on the northern shore of the Straits of Mackinac 

o Significant dates:  

 In May 1683, Governor Joseph Antoine Lefebvre La Barre ordered Olivier Morel de LaDurantaye to 

establish a garrison at Michilimackinac to regulate the fur trade and the operations of the coureurs de bois; 

to establish friendly relationships with the Native Americans; and, to invite the Native Americans to come 

to trade their furs at Montréal and to meet La Barre. In spring 1683, Daniel Greysolon Du Lhut returned 

to Michilimackinac with a three-year commission in the Western Great Lakes and upper Mississippi 

Valley.  His brother, Claude Greysolon sieur de LaTourette and 15 canoes of traders accompanied Du 

Lhut.  When he reached Michilimackinac, Du Lhut commandeered the services of the traders to help 

fortify Michilimackinac, as well as the Native American villages and the Jesuit’s quarters. 

 In fall 1685, Jacques René Brisay Marquis de Denonville placed all of the French Canadians who were in 

the pays d’en haut under the command of Olivier Morel de LaDurantaye, Commandant of 

Michilimackinac. 

 In 1690, Louis Laporte de Louvigny’s men improved the fortifications at St. Ignace. 

 Please see the timeline for other events concerning Michilimackinac. 

 Based on Frontenac’s opinion the commandants could not exist on their wages if they were not permitted to 

take part in the fur trade, Michilimackinac was closed in 1698. 

o Commandants:  

 Daniel Greysolon Du Lhut – 1683  

 Olivier Morel de LaDurantaye – 1683 – 1690 

 François Boisguillot – August 1683 to May 1684 during the absence of Morel de LaDurantaye 

 Messieur Juchereau (probably Charles Juchereau de St. Denis) – spring/summer 1687, during the absence 

of Morel de LaDurantaye 

 Louis Laporte de Louvigny – 8 April 1690 (date of appointment) to 16 September 1694 (date given a 

leave of absence) 

 Antoine Lamothe de Cadillac – 16 September 1694 (date of appointment) to 20 August 1697 (date he 

returned to New France in compliance with Louis XIV’s 1696 edict) 

 Alphonse Tonty – 1697 – 1698  

o Sources: Louis Henri Baugy and Ernest Leroux (editor), Journal d’une expedition contre les Iroquois en 1687 

(Paris, 1883), p. 159-168; Joseph L. Peyser (translator and editor), Letters from New France - The Upper 

Country 1686-1783 (Urbana and Chicago, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1992), pp.  44-54 [Legardeur’s 

journal];  Timothy J. Kent, Rendezvous at the Straits Fur Trade and Military Activities at Fort de Buade and 

Fort Michilimackinac, 1669-1781 (Ossineke, Michigan: Silver Fox Enterprises, 2004), pp. 65-67; DCB, 

LaDurantaye’s, LaBarre’s,  Perrot’s, Roseboom’s, Lahontan’s, Louvigny, Cadillac’s, and Alphonse Tonty’s  

biographies; Brian Leigh Dunnigan, A Picturesque Situation, Mackinac before Photography 1615 – 1860 

(Detroit: Wayne State University Press. 2008); Lahontan, p. 144 [Juchereau commandant in 1687]; NYCD, Vol. 

9, p. 297 [Roseboom], 561-563 [1693], 569-570 [1693]; JR, Vol. 63, 22, 279-283 [capture of two groups of 

New York traders; history of their trading at Michilimackinac the previous year]; JR, Vol. 64, 21-39 [letter from 

Étienne de Carheil, S.J.]; Jaenen, pp. 38, 39, 42, 75, 124, 147, 152, 162, 168, 178, 179, 183, 186, 190, 237 

 
Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour 

servir à l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique 
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Niagara   
o Location: mouth of the Niagara River, present-day Youngstown, New York 

o Significant Dates:  

 In November 1685, Jacques René Brisay de Denonville recommended that the French establish a fort/post 

on Lake Erie and that permanent vessels kept on Lakes Erie and Ontario.   

 In May 1686, Denonville recommended that the erection of a very strong post at Niagara would be the 

most effective means of stopping the Iroquois from making war on the Great Lakes Tribes as well as 

preventing the English/Dutch from trading with the Ottawa.  

 On 30 July 1687, Denonville’s army landed at the mouth of the Niagara River, having conducted an 

expedition against the Seneca.  They selected a site for a fort on a tongue of land between Lake Ontario and 

the Niagara River.  The remainder of the day, the army collected wood for the stockades. 

 On 31 July 1687, Denonville renewed the possession of the Niagara area (near present day Youngstown, 

New York) formerly taken by La Salle.  

 The army continued to collect wood and constructed the fort on 31 July and 1 August 1687. 

 The militia departed on 2 August 1687 and Denonville departed on 3 August.  Philippe Rigaud de 

Vaudreuil remained at the fort with the rest of the army to complete the construction of the fort as well as 

housing and firewood for the garrison who planned to winter at the fort. 

 During the winter of 1687/1688 and spring 1688, scurvy ravaged the troops garrisoned at Forts Niagara and 

Frontenac.  Approximately 113 died at Fort Niagara and 93 died at Fort Frontenac. 

 On 15 September 1688, the remaining officers and soldiers abandoned Fort Niagara.  

o Commandants:  

 Pierre de Troyes commanded the fort; while Raymond Blaise de Bergères commanded the 100-man 

garrison. 

o Description of the Fort: a square fort with angled bastions; 700 16-foot pickets were used to construct the 

palisades. 

o Sources: NYCD, Vol. 9, 280-287 [1685], 287-292 [Denonville’s May 1686 correspondence], 308-311 [16 

November 1686], 335-336 [possession of Niagara], 368 [Denonville’s account of the expedition against the 

Seneca], 387 [orders to demolish the fortifications], 386-388 391 [scurvy]; Lahontan, Vol. 1, 127 [execution of 

Marion];  MPHSC, Vol. 33, pp. 41-42; Severance, pp. 114-129; DCB, biographies of de Troyes and Blaise de 

Bergères; Jaenen, pp. 77, 83.  

 

Onondaga   

o Location: near present-day Syracuse, New York 

o Date Established: On 2 August 1696, Jacques Levasseur de Néré drew plans for a temporary fort.  The 

soldiers completed the fort and the army departed.  Captains Antoine Crisafy, Raymond Blaise de Bergères, 

and some other officers remained with 140 militia and regulars to guard the bateaux, canoes, provisions and 

other heavy material that the army could not transport on the expedition against the Onondaga and Oneida.  The 

army destroyed the fort on 10 August 1696, prior to departing for Fort Frontenac. 

o Sources: NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 651-652, 656. 

 

Perrot’s Post/Fort on the Mississippi 

o Location: in the east side of the Mississippi River, opposite present-day Dubuque, Iowa 

o Date: In 1690 or 1691, Nicolas Perrot established a post or fort near the lead mines that the Miami had told him 

about twice in the past. 

o Sources: Kellogg, French Régime in Wisconsin, p. 248; DCB, Perrot’s biography; WiHC, Vol. 16, p. 151. 

 

Pimitoui  
o Location: on the Illinois River near present-day Peoria, Illinois 

o Date Established: During the winter of 1691, Henri Tonty established Fort Pimitoui because the supplies of 

wood near Fort St. Louis had been exhausted.  François Daupin sieur de Laforest joined him in the spring 

with hired men and soldiers to complete the fort.  Tonty appointed his cousin, Pierre Charles de Liette, as 

interim commandant of the fort in Tonty’s absence; as well as interim commandant of Chicago where Tonty 

maintained a warehouse. 

o Sources: DCB, Tonty’s and de Liette’s biographies; Tanner, map 6;  
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Prudhomme 

o Location: present-day Tennessee, on one of the Chickasaw Bluffs; the exact location is unknown and subject to 

debate. 

o Date Established: in late February 1682, while La Salle, Tonty, and their men were exploring the Mississippi, 

Pierre Prudhomme became lost while hunting.  La Salle ordered his men to build a fort for their protection 

while they hunted for Prudhomme.  In May while they were returning from the Gulf of Mexico, La Salle 

became ill and recuperated at Fort Prudhomme.  

o Owner: La Salle 

o Sources: Tonty, 1684 Relation, p. 67-71, 197; DCB, La Salle’s biography 

 

St. Antoine  

o Location: on the Mississippi River, south of present-day Stockholm, Wisconsin  

o Significant Dates: 

 Nicolas Perrot founded Fort St. Antoine in spring 1686 

 On 8 May 1689 Nicolas Perot took formal possession of the area surrounding his post, Fort St. Antoine. 

o Sources: Library and Archives Canada, Mikan # 3049583; DCB, Perrot’s biography [mistakenly states that 

Perrot took possession of the area surrounding Fort St. Nicolas]; Kellogg, French Régime in Wisconsin, pp. 

231-232, 241; Tanner, map 6. 

 

St. Croix  

o Location: 1 ½ miles south of Solon Springs, Wisconsin 

o Date Established: In 1684 or 1685, Daniel Greysolon Du Lhut built a small supply post at the St. Croix 

portage with the Bois Brule River   

o Sources: DCB, Daniel and Claude Greysolon’s biographies; Kellogg, French Régime in Wisconsin, p. 225; 

Tanner, map 6.  

 

St. Joseph 
o Location: present-day Port Huron, Michigan opposite Sarnia, Ontario 

o Significant Dates:  

 On 6 June 1686, Denonville ordered Daniel Greysolon sieur Du Lhut to establish a fort at the Strait of 

Lake Erie, called Détroit, “in an advantageous spot so as to secure this passage to us, to protect our savages 

who go hunting there, and to serve them as a refuge against the designs of their enemies and ours; you will 

do nothing and say nothing to the Iroquois, unless they venture on any attempt against you and against our 

allies.”  Du Lhut was told to “be careful to see that everyone provides himself with the provisions 

necessary for subsistence at the said post, where I have no doubt some trade in furs might be done; hence 

your men will not do badly to take some few goods there.”  On the same day, LaDurantaye was ordered to 

fortify the portage at Taranto/Toronto (the orders were never executed).  Later in the year, Denonville sent 

Du Lhut orders to shoot any French Canadians he caught escorting Dutch/English traders to 

Michilimackinac.  

 On November 1686, Denonville recommended that they maintain Fort St. Joseph so that the men in the 

garrisons could protect the traders as they traveled from Michilimackinac via Lakes Huron, Erie, and 

Ontario to Fort Frontenac.    

 In September 1687, Armand Louis Lom d’Acre, baron de La Hontan, took over command and travelled 

to Michilimackinac during the following spring for supplies. 

 On 7 June 1687, Morel LaDurantaye led his men through the Détroit River, where they met Tonty’s party 

prior to proceeding to Niagara to participate in Denonville’s campaign against the Iroquois.  LaDurantaye 

formally renewed possession of the territory in the name of Louis XIV.  After their departure, the 

combined forces of LaDurantaye, Du Lhut, and Tonty encountered Major/Colonel Patrick 

McGregory/Magregory and his New York fur traders on Lake Erie; they captured the traders and 

plundered their canoes. 

 On 27 August 1688, La Hontan burned Fort St. Joseph because he believed that the fort was no longer 

tenable. 
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o Sources: MPHSC, Vol. 33, pp. 40-42; NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 315 [orders to shoot deserters]; Armand Louis Lom 

d’Acre baron de La Hontan and Reuben Gold Thwaites (editor) New Voyages to North America (Chicago: A.C, 

McClurg and Co., 1905), p. 163 [abandonment of Fort St. Joseph]; Preston, pp. 160-161 [November 1686]. 

 
Portion of Jean Baptiste Louis Franquelin – 1685 – 1688 – Amérique septentrion.lle [i.e. septentrionale] : 

composée, corigée, et augmētée, sur les iournaux, mémoires, et observations les plus justes qui en ón'́etes.tes en 

l'année 1685 & 1686, par plusieurs particuliés /  –  Available from the Library of Congress: 

http://www.loc.gov/item/2002622263/  – Franquelin erroneously placed Fort St. Joseph or Fort Duluth on the east 

side of the present-day St. Clair River at the mouth of Lake Huron 

 

St. Joseph  
o Location: present-day Niles, Michigan 

o Significant Dates:  

 Circa 1690, Shortly after Louis Laporte de Louvigny’s arrival at Michilimackinac, he proposed 

establishing a post/fort at Rivière des Miamis (present-day St. Joseph River in Southwestern Michigan) and 

maintaining 40 soldiers at the fort.  

 Circa fall 1691, Augustin Legardeur de Courtemanche built Fort St. Joseph at present-day Niles, 

Michigan.  He did not remain at the post long because he served under Nicolas d’Ailleboust de Mantet in 

a 1693 expedition against the Mohawk.  Following the 1693 expedition, he was given command of the 

post. 

 In 1693, Louis Laporte de Louvigny wrote to France outlining his proposals for two posts.  He requested 

a full captaincy and a 20-year trade monopoly on the trade at Fort St. Joseph as well as a post on the 

Wisconsin [Ouisconsing] River.  In return for this monopoly, Louvigny would support 40 picked soldiers; 

equip them with the supplies for war and with the tools needed for clearing the land and cutting wood.  

Finally, Louvigny would pay the expenses for the forts, fortify them, harass the Iroquois, and preserve the 

Ottawa and other Native Americans in support of French interests.  Frontenac and Champigny opposed 

the proposal. 

 Circa 1697, any officers or soldiers assigned to Fort St. Joseph returned to the St. Lawrence settlements in 

compliance with Frontenac’s orders. 

o Commandants:  

 1693 – Augustin Legardeur de Courtemanche 

 In September 1697, Frontenac appointed Jean Baptiste Bissot de Vincennes commandant 

http://www.loc.gov/item/2002622263/
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o Sources: MPHSC, Vol. 33, p. 47 (Frontenac and Champigny’s September 1692 letter which recommended that 

Louis XIV should not approve Louvigny’s plan to “occupy the posts of the River of the Miamis” if Louvigny 

kept up to 40 soldiers there at his own expense because this would exclude the inhabitants from the profits of 

the fur trade and place it in Louvigny’s hands); Dunning Idle, The Post of the St. Joseph River During the 

French Régime -1679-1761 (Niles, Michigan: Support the Fort, Inc., 2003), p. 12-13; NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 676 

[1697]. 

 
Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique 

 

St. Louis  
o Location: Starved Rock, near present-day North Utica, in La Salle County, Illinois 

o Significant Dates:  

 In March or April 1680, two of La Salle’s men brought La Salle’s orders that Tonty build a fort northeast 

of Fort Crèvecoeur on a promontory known as Le Rocher.  Tonty left immediately to survey the site of the 

new fort.  

 In December 1682, Tonty and his crew built started the construction of Fort St. Louis; the fort was 

completed in May 1683. 

 On 15 March 1683, La Barre ordered Louis Henri de Baugy to replace Tonty as commander of Fort St. 

Louis, and to seize the goods at the fort.  Baugy met La Salle when he was en route.  La Salle gave Baugy 

a letter for Tonty, instructing him to treat Baugy courteously.  After Baugy arrived at Fort St. Louis in 

September with trade goods and some soldiers, Tonty remained at the fort to protect La Salle’s interests. 

 On 21 March 1684, Henry Tonty, Louis Henri de Baugy and their men, along with their Illinois allies, 

held off a 200 warrior Iroquois siege at Fort St. Louis.  Olivier Morel de LaDurantaye, in response to a 

request for help, reached the fort on 21 May with 60 soldiers and brought LaBarre’s orders that Tonty 

leave the fort. 

 On 14 July 1690, Jean Baptiste Colbert de Seignelay granted La Salle’s fur trading concession in the 

Illinois area to Henri Tonty and François Daupin sieur Laforest.  By 1693, Laforest sold his interest to 

Michel Acau for 6,000 livres. 

 On 27 May 1699, Louis XIV informed Callière and Champigny that Fort Saint Louis and its settlement 

were specifically excluded from his 1696 orders regarding the suppression of the congés.  Henri Tonty and 

François Daupin de Laforest would be permitted to send two canoes with no more than 12 men to the fort 

annually. 

o Description: a wooden palisade enclosed a chapel, warehouse or storehouse, and several other buildings.  La 

Salle’s and Tonty’s men built the fort on a sheer promontory rising 115 feet above the Illinois River. 

o Sources: Tonty, 1684 Relation, pp. 33, 113-117; Tonty’s Memoir of 1693, pp. 153-154 [news of La Salle’s 

death], 154-164 [search for La Salle’s colony and survivors];  Baugy, pp. 170-171; DCB, La Salle’s, Tonty’s, 

Baugy’s, LaForest’s, Champigny’s biographies; PAC1900-1901, pp. 331-332 [1698]; NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 700 

[extracts of 1699 orders]; Museum Link Illinois: 

http://www.museum.state.il.us/muslink/nat_amer/post/htmls/arch_starv.html 

http://www.museum.state.il.us/muslink/nat_amer/post/htmls/arch_starv.html
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Photo of Starved Rock, the locks and the dam – Courtesy of the Museum Link above 

 

 Ste. Marie I  
o Location: present-day Midland, Ontario; the mission and fort were located about 150 feet from the shore of the 

Wye River. 

o Significant Dates:  

 During the summer of 1639, the Jesuits founded Sainte Marie as a permanent residence; it also served as a 

retreat for the missionaries when they returned from the missions.  In addition to a chapel, residences for 

the missionaries, barracks, workshop, hospital, and an area for visiting Native Americans.  

 15 May (or 14 June) 1649, The Jesuits, their donnés and servants, and the French-Canadian soldiers burned 

their quarters at Ste. Marie, lest the Mission furnish refuge to the Iroquois. 

o Description: the mission/fort was surrounded by stone and mortar walls in an oblong shape with four bastions 

and surrounded by a moat.  

o Sources: JR, Vol. 19, pp. 123; 131-135; 165, 271-272; JR Index, Vol. 73, p. 27; Jones, pp. 8-12;   Tanner, p. 37;  

Arthur Edward Jones, S.J., 8endake Ehen or Old Huronia (Toronto: Bureau of Archives for the Province of 

Ontario, 1908); See Ste-Marie among the Hurons for the history of the mission and fort.  

(http://www.saintemarieamongthehurons.on.ca/sm/en/Home/index.htm)   

http://www.saintemarieamongthehurons.on.ca/sm/en/Home/index.htm
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Aerial View of Ste. Marie Among the Hurons  

 

Ste. Marie II  

o Location: present-day southeast shore of Christian Island, Ontario; the mission and fort were located about 120 

feet from the lakeshore. 

o Significant Dates: 

 In May or June 1649, following the destruction of Ste. Marie I, the Jesuits, their donnés and servants, and 

the French Canadian soldiers joined the 300 families who had moved to St. Joseph or Christian Island.  In 

their retreat, the refugees were forced to abandon their fields; therefore, to avoid starvation the following 

year, they cleared the forests to plant fields. 

 On 10 June 1650, the Jesuit missionaries, brothers, donnés, their servants, and about 300 Christian Hurons 

departed from Huronia to return to Québec.  While they were en route, they met Bressani and the other 

French Canadians who were on their way to Huronia.  They arrived in Québec on 28 July 1650. 

o Type/Description/Dimensions: The Jesuits, their donnés and servants, and the French Canadian soldiers built 

fortifications and cabins.  The mission was not only surrounded by a wooden palisade, but also by a stone wall. 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 34, pp. 221-225 (states they departed on 15 May); JR, Vol. 35, pp. 23-27; 83 (states they 

departed on 14 June); 183-191; 197-205; Jones, pp. 5-7 including illustration. 
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Félix Martin, S.J.’s drawing of the fortifications of Sainte Marie III from Jones, p. 7 

The square in the center marked as E was a cistern; F represents a wall, but Martin was unable to determine its 

purpose 

 

Ste. Marie de Gannentaha/Gannentatha 
o Location: the east side of Lake Onondaga, New York between present-day Syracuse and Liverpool 

o Significant Dates:  

 After Simon Lemoine, S.J., conducted a peace embassy to the Iroquois during the summer of 1654, he 

promised that the Jesuits would establish a mission among the Onondaga. 

 In late summer 1655, François Lemercier, S.J., and Claude Dablon, S.J., founded the mission. 

 On 17 May 1656, Dablon returned to Iroquoia with François Lemercier, S.J., superior of the mission, 

René Ménard, S.J., Jacques Fremin, S.J., brothers Amboise Broar/Brouet and Joseph Boursier.  They 

were escorted by fifty French-Canadians (led by Zacharie Dupuis, sieur de Verdun), and members of the 

Huron, Onondaga, and Seneca tribes. 

 On 17 July 1656, 50 French-Canadian soldiers constructed lodgings and fortification at Lake Onondaga 

(present-day New York State). 

 On 20 March 1658, all of the French Canadians left the missions in Iroquoia because they believed that that 

the Iroquois planned to exterminate all the French Canadians in Iroquoia. 

o Sources: JR, Vol. 41, pp. 223-227; Vol. 42, pp. 59-217; Vol. 43, pp. 132-175; Vol. 44, pp. 27-51, 93, 147-233, 

309-315; DCB, Lemoine/Le Moyne’s, Dablon’s and Chaumonot’s biographies;  National Park Service: 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/explorers/sitee21.htm#93 

 

St. Nicolas  
o Location: three miles north of the confluence of the present-day Wisconsin and Mississippi Rivers near Prairie 

du Chien, Wisconsin 

o Date Established: 1689 

o Sources: DCB, Perrot’s biography [mistakenly states that Perrot took possession of the area at Fort St. Nicolas, 

but the original document states that the possession was taken at Fort St. Antoine]; Kellogg, French Régime in 

Wisconsin, p. 232, Tanner, map 6 [does not give Perrot’s name] 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/explorers/sitee21.htm#93
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Sault Sainte Marie Mission and Fort  
o Location: present-day Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, on the eastern portion of Michigan’s upper peninsula 

o Date Established:  circa 1669, the Jesuit donnés or servants built a fort for the Jesuits. 

o Owner: Jesuits  

o Description: Twelve-foot cedar posts enclosed the Jesuit house and chapel; the donnés or servants also cleared 

a large area and planted it with crops so that they could be largely self-sufficient. 

o Sources: Kellogg, Early Narratives, p. 205 [Galinée’s narrative -1669]; JR, Vol. 58, p. 254 [1671], 255-263 

[1674]; see Lahontan, New Voyages, p. 149; Jaenen, pp. 38-39, 45, 68, 69, 71, 85, 132, 146-149, 153, 156, 167, 

181, 184 

 
Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique   

 

Toronto (Taranto) – Proposed Fort 

o Location: present-day Toronto, Ontario 

o Significant Dates:  

 On 6 June 1686, Denonville ordered LaDurantaye to fortify the portage at Taranto/Toronto.  The post 

(along with Fort St. Joseph) would block the passage of the English from reaching Michilimackinac, as 

well as provide a refuge for the Native Americans when they were hunting or marching against the 

Iroquois.  It does not appear from the existing sources that LaDurantaye fortified Toronto; based on later 

correspondence, it appears that the area was to be fortified in 1687 when the commandants, traders, and 

Native Americans from the Great Lakes were to meet at Toronto prior to meeting Denonville’s forces for 

the campaign against the Iroquois. 

o Sources: NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 300 [1686], 327 [spring 1687]. 

 

Trempealeau  
o Location: at the foot of present-day Trempealeau Mountain, Wisconsin, near the mouth of the Black River with 

the Mississippi River 

o Date Established: during the winter of 1685/1686 Nicolas Perrot and his men built a wooden fort. 

o Sources: Eben D. Pierce, George H. Squier, Louise Phelps Kellogg, and Milo M. Quaife, editor, Remains of a 

French Post near Trempealeau (Wisconsin: The State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1915), passim; Kellogg, 

French Régime in Wisconsin, pp. 231-232. 

 

 

 


