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Governor Denonville enacted an ordinance to curb the abuses in the fur trade: 

29 January 1686 – Denonville enacted an ordinance to curb the abuses in the fur trade.  His ordinance strictly 

limited the number of congés or licenses to 25.  The Governor issued the licenses to the poorer families who had 

been excluded from the privileges in the past, thereby making enemies of some of the more influential families in 

the colony.  The merchants were required to provide a list of the trade goods provided to the traders.  The owners of 

the congés were required to record the names of the three voyageurs who would be using the license, list the trade 

goods that were taken on the voyage and register in Montréal or Trois-Rivières when they departed.  When the 

voyageurs arrived in the pays d’en haut, they were to place themselves under the control of Olivier Morel, sieur de 

LaDurantaye.  When the voyageurs returned from the voyage, they were required to provide a certificate of good 

conduct from the missionaries in the pays d’en haut and to register in Montréal or Trois-Rivières on their return.2  

 

Tonty searched for La Salle: 

13/16 February 1686 – Henri Tonty and the following men left Fort Saint Louis to search for La Salle: Daniel 

Joseph Amiot, André Babeu, Laurent (Couture) Baret, Louis Baron, Vallier Beaufils, François Bisaillon, 

Pierre  Bisaillon, Michel Boyer, Jacques Caillas, Joseph Charbonneau, Jean Couture, René Cuillerier, 

Charles Delaunay, Joseph Dubos, Martin Faller, Jacques Filiatrault, Jean Filiatrault, Pierre Lafontaine, Jean 

Lorrain/Laurin, Robert Marchand, Jean Michel, Jean Baptiste Nolan, Vital Oriot, Louis Paquet/Pasquier, 

Mathieu Perrin, Jean Rouleau, Mathurin Rousseau, Jean Roy, four Shawnee and five Illinois. Tonty took 

possession of the true mouth of the Mississippi/Colbert on 13 April 1686, but found no sign of La Salle even after 

he had dispatched canoes to the east and west about 30 leagues.  After the canoes returned because they had no fresh 

water, Tonty proposed that they go back to Montréal via canoe by following the coast to Manhattan but his men did 

not agree with this option  As Tonty and his men travelled north on the Mississippi on their return voyage, Tonty 

moved the King’s arms that La Salle had planted on his 1682 voyage five leagues farther north.  He made peace 

with the Quinipissa (a tribe that joined with the Mougoulascha tribe) and left a letter for La Salle with the chief.  

Ten of his men asked for a settlement on the Arkansas River on land that La Salle had granted to Tonty.  Tonty 

granted the request to some of them, including Jean Couture.3  

 

Pierre de Troyes led an expedition to Hudson Bay: 

20 March 1686 – Pierre de Troyes left Montréal with 30 soldiers and 70 voyageurs.  His officers included Jacques 

Lemoine de Ste Hélène, Pierre Lemoine d’Iberville, and Paul Lemoine de Maricourt.  Pierre Allemand, an 

experienced pilot, and Antoine Silvy, S.J., accompanied the expedition.  They followed an overland route via the 

Ottawa River to Hudson Bay where they captured the Hudson Bay Company forts of Moose Factory (renamed Saint 

Louis), Rupert or Charles House (renamed Saint Jacques) and Albany (Sainte Anne).  They returned with 50,000 

prime beaver pelts, having removed the English threat to the French-Canadian fur trade.  The expedition was largely 

                                                 
1 Events occurring in the St. Lawrence settlements of New France have been included in the timeline to add 

perspective.   
2 PAC1900-1901, p. 83; DCB, Brisay de Denonville’s biography (does not give a date).  
3 DCB, Henri Tonty’s biography (states they departed on 16 February); Margry, Vol. 3, pp. 554-558 (states they 

departed on 13 February); (Henri Tonty, “Procès-Verbal.”); ILHC, Vol. 1, (Tonty’s  Memoir of 1693), pp. 149-150 

(Tonty states they departed on the 16th); Robert Weddle, The French Thorn – Rival Explorers in the Spanish Sea 

(1682-1742) (College Station, Texas: Texas A&M University Press: 1991), hereafter, The French Thorn, p.  98; 

Wikipedia.org (location of the post; accessed 14 November 2009).  Author’s note: Vital Oriot, Pierre Bisaillon, and 

Charles Delaunay are not named in Margry, although they were hired on 15 February to make the journey with 

Tonty.  See E. Z. Massicotte, “Repertoire des engagements pour l’ouest conservés dans les Archives Judiciares de 

Montréal (1670-1778),” Rapport de L’archiviste de la Province de Québec pour 1929-1930 (Québec: Rédempti 

Paradis, 1930), 196, abbreviated RAPQ1930.  Author’s note: the text of the Tonty letter (mistakenly dated 1685) can 

be found in Pierre Lemoine/Lemoyne d’Iberville, Richebourg Gaillard McWilliams (translator), Iberville’s Gulf 

Journals (Tuscaloosa, Alabama and London: The University of Alabama Press, 1981), pp. 87-89.  The 

Mougoulascha chief gave the letter to Jean Baptiste Lemoine de Bienville in 1699.  
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financed by the Compagnie du Nord.  D’Iberville was left in command of the captured forts manned by 30 French 

Canadians.4  

 
Portion of Alexis Hubert Jaillot – 1696 – Le Canada ou partie de la Nouvelle France dans l'Amérique 

Septentrionale contenant la terre de Labrador, le Nouvelle France, les isles de Terre Neuve, de Nostre Dame, etc à 

l'usage de Monseigneur le Duc de Bourgogne – Available from BAnQ: Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du 

Québec BAnQ,  http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/cartes_plans/index.html 

 

Louis XIV appointed Bochart de Champigny Intendant of New France: 

24 April 1686 to 1702 – Jean Bochart sieur de Champigny was appointed Intendant.  He replaced Jacques de 

Meulles and arrived in New France in September 1686.5 

 

La Salle departed on another search for the Colbert/Mississippi River: 

April 1686 to October 1686 – La Salle and 19 men departed on a land search for the Colbert/Mississippi, having 

replaced some of the men who accompanied him on the earlier expedition because of their weakness or fatigue.  On 

1 May, six or seven survivors from the Belle reached the colony in a canoe loaded with some of La Salle’s clothes, 

papers, linen, trade beads and 30-40 pounds of meal.  The following day, François de Chefdeville reported to 

Joutel about the loss of the Belle; after the ship had run aground, the survivors remained on Matagorda Peninsula 

near the wreck until they found the canoe which allowed them to travel to Garcitas Creek by water rather than 

walking.  During La Salle’s absence, hunting parties went out for bison; a chapel was built; and Joutel and Barbier 

decided to build a palisade, although little progress was made.  Barbier was given permission to marry his pregnant 

                                                 
4 DCB, Denonville’s, Aubert’s, de Troyes, and d’Iberville’s biographies; Trudel, pp. 72-73. 
5 DCB, Bochart de Champigny’s and de Meulles’s biographies. Author’s note: Shortly after Denonville’s arrival in 

1685, the colonists made serious charges against de Meulles, including that he sold congés (permissions to trade) for 

1,000 livres each. 
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fiancée.  La Salle returned to Garcitas Creek in October, having failed to reach the upper-Mississippi Illinois 

country, although he obtained five horses from the Cenis.  Only eight of the 20 men who departed with him 

returned.  Four men deserted while on a trek to the Nasoni (a Caddoan tribe that lived near the Red River); the rest 

died or become lost when trying to return to Garcitas Creek.  La Salle and Crevel de Moranget became gravely ill 

while on the trek to the Nasoni.6 

 

Traders from Albany reached Michilimackinac: 

June 1686 – A French-Canadian deserter led Johannes Roseboom, an Albany trader, and his party of 11 canoes as 

far as Michilimackinac.  The Native Americans were very pleased with the cheap prices of the trade goods.  

Unfortunately, very few French Canadians were at Michilimackinac when the traders arrived.  When Morel de 

LaDurantaye arrived, he wanted to pursue the traders and the Hurons who were escorting them but was unable to 

do so.  The Seneca met the traders and escorted them through lakes Erie and Lake Ontario.7  

 

Du Lhut built Fort St. Joseph at present-day Port Huron, Michigan: 

6 June 1686 – Denonville ordered Daniel Greysolon, sieur Du Lhut, to establish a fort at the Strait of Lake Erie, 

called Détroit, “in an advantageous spot so as to secure this passage to us, to protect our savages who go hunting 

there, and to serve them as a refuge against the designs of their enemies and ours; you will do nothing and say 

nothing to the Iroquois, unless they venture on any attempt against you and against our allies.”  Du Lhut was told to 

“be careful to see that everyone provides himself with the provisions necessary for subsistence at the said post, 

where I have no doubt some trade in furs might be done; hence your men will not do badly to take some few goods 

there.”  Du Lhut established the fort, which he named St. Joseph, at present-day Port Huron, Michigan, opposite 

present-day Sarnia, Ontario.  Later in the year, Denonville sent Du Lhut orders to shoot any French Canadians who 

were caught escorting Dutch/English traders to Michilimackinac. 8   

 
Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique – Available from BAnQ 

Fort St. Joseph was located immediately south of the southernmost part of Lake Huron 

                                                 
6 Weddle, Wreck of the Belle, pp. 14-17; 203-209; Joutel, pp. 133-138; 146-147.  Author’s notes: Joutel denied the 

Marquis de Sablonnière permission to marry a young woman from Paris because she was beneath his station.  

Barbier’s wife miscarried.  While La Salle was with the Cenis, the Natives sketched a map to the Mississippi on a 

piece of bark. 
7 DCB, Roseboom’s biography; New York Governor Thomas Dongan had authorized the trading expedition; 

Winsor, Narrative, Vol. 4, 192; NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 297 (extracts of Denonville’s correspondence to Colbert de 

Seignelay).. 
8 MPHSC, Vol. 33, pp. 40-41; Jaenen, pp. 185-187; Winsor, Narrative, Vol. 4, p. 192; NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 315 

(extracts of correspondence regarding shooting deserters); Dunnigan, pp. 20-28 (details from La Hontan’s maps and 

his subsequent voyage on the Mississippi); DCB, La Hontan’s biography.  Author’s notes: he left Michilimackinac 

in the fall, travelled across Lake Michigan to winter in the upper Mississippi River area.  He later claimed to have 

made a voyage on the Long River.  Historians believe that the voyage on the Long River was partly, if not largely, 

imaginary due to the difficulty of making a 4,000 mile voyage on frozen or swollen waterways. 
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Nicolas Perrot built Fort St. Antoine: 

Circa 1686 – Nicolas Perrot built Fort St. Antoine on the Mississippi River, south of present-day Stockholm, 

Wisconsin.9  

 

Formation of the League of Augsburg: 

9 July 1686 – Leopold I (the Holy Roman Emperor) formed the League of Augsburg with Sweden, Spain and 

German states including the Palatinate after Louis XIV laid claims to independent lands of the Palatinate and 

eventually to the whole country.  Holland joined the league in 1687.10 

 

La Salle planned another expedition to find the Colbert/Mississippi River: 

October 1686 to January 1687 – After La Salle returned to Garcitas Creek, men were sent to cut stakes that could be 

used to enclose a garden.  La Salle directed that the stakes which had been gathered for a palisade be used to repair 

the powder magazine.  One day when Barbier and Nika were hunting with seven or eight others, they encountered a 

band of Native Americans who tried to attack the hunters.  One of the Native Americans was shot by the hunters; a 

few days later, one of the colonists was killed by Native Americans who found him alone near the colony.  

Meanwhile, La Salle and Joutel planned another expedition to try to find the Colbert/Mississippi.  After the planned 

expedition reached Québec, Joutel was to return to France to obtain a ship that would return to the colony.  Their 

departure was delayed after La Salle became ill with a hernia.  While La Salle was ill, Joutel offered to take Nika 

and 15 men to make the journey; La Salle refused, stating that he was needed in Illinois.11 

 

La Salle left his Texas colony for the last time; La Salle’s death: 

12 January 1687 to 19 March 1687 – La Salle set off again with 17 people to try to find the Mississippi and aid from 

the Illinois country.  The group included Jean Cavelier, Anastase Douay, Henri Joutel, and Pierre Talon.  La 

Salle planned to leave Pierre Talon, Anastase Douay and a few others with the Cenis so that Talon could learn 

their language and Douay could found a mission.  When he departed from Garcitas Creek, La Salle left Gabriel 

Barbier in charge of the colony, which only numbered about 25, including women and children.  La Salle and his 

men made their journey on foot, each carrying their own pack.  They were accompanied by five horses that were so 

heavily laden with La Salle and Jean Cavelier’s personal goods and papers that the goods needed to be removed 

when crossing dry washes, streams, rivers, and ravines.  The burden of unloading the horses and carrying their 

goods built resentment among the men.  Weddle notes that it would have been much more humane and prudent to 

send the best men on horses to Tonty in Fort St. Louis, taking him news of the colony’s plight.  After a Native 

American hunter was spotted hunting and brought to La Salle, some of the men advocated killing him.  La Salle, 

however, reversed his fire-on-sight policy and advocated sparing the hunter’s life for the sake of the remaining 

colonists.  After this incident, Joutel noted that many of the problems encountered by the colonists had stemmed 

from their failure to establish friendly relations with the Natives.  Had they achieved amity with the Natives, they 

may have led the colonists to a more advantageous settlement site and possibly have provided La Salle with news of 

the Colbert/Mississippi.  On 15 March, La Salle sent seven men (Saget, Nika, Pierre Duhaut, Étienne Liotot, 

Hiems, Pierre Tessier and Jean Larchevêque) to search for corn that had been left on the previous visit to the 

Cenis.  Although the corn had been ruined, Nika killed two buffalo on the way back to the main group.  Saget 

returned to the main camp for horses to transport the meat.  La Salle sent Crevel de Moranget, de Marle, Pierre 

Meunier and Saget with the horses on 17 March.  That evening, Crevel de Moranget took charge of the meat, 

which enraged some of the others.  Duhaut, Liotot, Hiems, Tessier, and Jean Larchevêque plotted his murder 

while the others slept.  Liotot grabbed an ax and hit Crevel de Moranget in the head, killed Saget and then Nika; 

de Marle was forced to deliver the final blows to Crevel de Moranget.  The murderers planned to kill La Salle and 

Joutel because they knew that they could not hide the murder of the others from La Salle.  On 19 March, La Salle 

set off with Douay in search of the others.  Duhaut shot La Salle in the head, but assured Douay that he had 

nothing to fear from him, Duhaut, or the others; they had also changed their mind about killing Joutel.  La Salle 

was murdered six leagues from a Hasinai (Tejas) Indian village, east of the Trinity River in either present-day 

                                                 
9 Wikipedia.org – 1688; Tanner, map 6.  States that Fort St. Antoine was built in 1688. 
10 Langer, pp. 478, 480.  Author’s note: Louis XIV’s brother, Philippe Duke of Orléans, married Elizabeth Charlotte 

of the Palatinate, the sister of the deceased elector, Charles, who died in 1685. 
11 Weddle, Wreck of the Belle, pp. 209-212; Joutel, pp. 147-151. 
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Grimes County or Cherokee County, Texas.  Larchevêque  brought news of La Salle’s death to Joutel and warned 

him that he would be killed if he offered any resistance to the murderers.12   

 

Joutel and his men continued on their voyage to the Mississippi River: 

21 March to 24 July 1687 – On 21 March, Joutel and the rest of the party broke camp for the Cenis village.  When 

they arrived at the main village, they met a man from Provençal who had deserted La Salle on his earlier expedition 

to the Cenis.  On 3 April, they met Rutre/Ruter and Jacques Grollet who had also deserted La Salle.  Both men 

had gone to war with the Cenis against another tribe and were highly regarded by the Cenis.  Grollet told Joutel 

that the Cenis had told him about Frenchmen who lived to the northeast near the Cahinno and Quapaw.  Joutel 

invited Grollet and Rutre/Ruter on their journey to the Colbert/Mississippi; however, he asked them to keep their 

plans from the assassins.  On 8 April, Joutel leaned that the assassins planned to return to the settlement at Garcitas 

Creek where they intended to build a shallop that would take them to present-day Haiti.  Joutel did not believe that 

their plan would succeed and felt that this would give them an excuse to remain with the Cenis.  On 11 April, Jean 

Cavelier told Duhaut that Joutel and the others were too tired to make the journey back to Garcitas Creek and that 

they intended to remain with the Cenis; he also asked for hatchets, knives, and powder.  On the 13, Duhaut told 

Cavelier that they would leave them half the munitions and almost all the hatchets and other utensils.  

Unfortunately, Duhaut learned of Joutel’s plan and decided that the assassins should join them, rather than 

returning to Garcitas Creek.  On 8 May, Hiems argued with Duhaut about their plans; he also demanded his share 

of La Salle’s goods.  Duhaut refused, reminding Hiems that he had loaned La Salle money.  During the argument 

that ensued, Hiems shot Duhaut and Rutre/Ruter shot Liotot.  Hiems assured Joutel and the others that he meant 

them no harm, and assured Cavelier that if he had been closer to La Salle when Duhaut shot him, that he, Hiems, 

would have prevented La Salle’s death.  Hiems then told the Native Americans that Duhaut and Liotot had 

refused to give the others the powder and shot so that they could go to war with the Cenis; he also told Joutel that 

he intended to honor his promise to go to war with the Cenis.  On 18 May, the war party returned to the village, 

having killed or captured 48 of their enemy with the aid of La Salle’s party.  On the 26 May, having divided the 

hatchets, knives, powder and shot, Joutel, Jean Cavelier, Colin Cavelier (La Salle’s nephew), Douay, Tessier, 

Marle, and Barthélemy departed on their voyage to the Colbert/Mississippi; the remaining men and Pierre Talon 

stayed with the Cenis.  On 24 June, Marle drowned in a tributary of the Red River.  On 30 June, they departed from 

a Nasoni village (located west of present-day Texarkana, Texas/Arkansas).  On 24 July, the group arrived in a 

Quapaw village on the Arkansas River.13 

 

The Spanish discovered the wreck of the Belle: 

4 April 1687 – Spanish pilots assisted by Native-American guides found the wreck of the Belle in Matagorda Bay.  

The Spanish pilots were part of the search conducted by captains Martín de Rivas and Pedro de Iriarte; Juan 

Enriquez Barroto was the chief pilot on the voyage which circumnavigated the Gulf of Mexico in search of La 

Salle’s colony.  Although the Spaniards identified the ship as French and completed a reconnaissance of the Bay, 

they failed to enter the passage that led to the colony itself. 14 

 

 

 

                                                 
12 Weddle, Wreck of the Belle, pp. 211-228, 251; Joutel, pp. 151-199; Weddle, Three Primary Documents, pp. 212-

214, 224, 234-238 (The Talon Interrogations and Voyage to the Mississippi through the Gulf of Mexico); DCB, La 

Salle’s biography.  Author’s note: Jean Baptiste Talon testified that after La Salle had departed from the colony, the 

warfare with the Karankawa ceased for a while.  He also gave a substantially different version of La Salle’s death 

and the subsequent history of the assassins).  
13 Weddle, Wreck of the Belle, pp. 228-234, 239-240; Joutel, pp. 199-265; Author’s notes: although Joutel states that 

Marle drowned, an adult (non Native American) male had been buried in the Eli Moore’s site in Bowie County, 

Texas; he had been killed by two lead balls just below the rib cage.  Kathleen Gilmore studied the archeological 

evidence and suggested that he had been murdered, possibly out of vengeance for his forced participation in the 

death of Crevel de Moranget. 
14 Weddle, Wreck of the Belle, pp. 3-4; Weddle, Three Primary Documents, p. 171 (The Enriquez Barroto Diary).  

Author’s note: During the summer of 1995, archeologists from the Texas State Historical Commission found the 

wreck of the Belle. 
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While they were en route to participate in Denonville’s campaign against the Iroquois, LaDurantaye and his 

party captured a party of 30 New York traders: 

Spring to July 1687– Olivier Morel de LaDurantaye left Michilimackinac with soldiers, fur traders and Native 

Americans to participate in Denonville’s campaign against the Iroquois.  Juchereau (probably Charles Juchereau 

de St. Denis) acted as commandant at Michilimackinac during LaDurantaye’s absence.  Morel LaDurantaye 

captured Roseboom’s party of 30 New York traders, led by French-Canadian deserter, Abel Marion dit 

Lafontaine, when they were within a day and a half of Michilimackinac.15  

 

LaDurantaye renewed the possession of the Detroit River and captured additional New York Traders: 

7 June 1687 to 27 June 1687 – Morel LaDurantaye led his men through the Détroit River, where they met Tonty’s 

party prior to proceeding to Niagara to participate in Denonville’s campaign against the Iroquois.  LaDurantaye 

formally renewed possession of the territory in the name of Louis XIV.  The following French Canadians witnessed 

this event: Jean Enjalran, S.J., François Daupin de la Forest, Lieutenant de Lisle (possibly Charles Legardeur 

sieur de L’Isle) and René Legardeur de Beauvais.  LaDurantaye ordered that the soldiers build several buildings 

for the French, the Miami and Chouannous, “the former owners of the land at the strait, who had withdrawn from 

this place for some time for their greater convenience.”  After their departure, the combined forces of LaDurantaye, 

Du Lhut, and Tonty encountered Major/Colonel Patrick McGregory/Magregory and his New York fur traders 

on Lake Erie; they captured the traders and plundered their canoes.  LaDurantaye, Du Lhut, Tonty, and Perrot 

arrived in Niagara on 27 June 1687.16   

 

Denonville’s expedition left Montréal: 

13 June 1687 – Denonville’s expedition of 832 regulars, over 900 militiamen and 400 Native-American allies left 

Montréal.  Surprise was one of the major elements of Denonville’s campaign against the Iroquois.  While they were 

en route to Fort Frontenac, Denonville captured all of the Iroquois that they encountered.  Additional Iroquois 

camped near Ft. Frontenac were captured by Champigny and Denonville’s forces through subterfuge.  All of the 

approximate 200 prisoners were sent back to Montréal.  Prior to the campaign Jean Baptiste Colbert Marquis de 

Seignelay had ordered that all able bodied Iroquois captured during the campaign be sent to France to serve in the 

royal galleys with French convicts.  Denonville reluctantly followed the order, sending 36 of the 58 male Iroquois 

to France for this purpose.  Many of the women and children died of grief or disease; some of the men were 

surrendered to their converted relatives in the Canadian missions.  In 1689, at Denonville’s request, the surviving 13 

Iroquois were returned to New France.17  

 

LaDurantaye, Du Lhut, Perrot, and Tonty arrived in Niagara: 

27 June 1687 – LaDurantaye’s, Du Lhut’s, Perrot’s and Tonty’s forces arrived in Niagara.18  

 

Denonville’s forces attacked the Seneca: 

4 July 1687 – Denonville’s combined forces of French and Native Americans attacked the Seneca village of 

Toriakton (present-day Monroe County, New York).  After a brief skirmish, the 500-warrior Seneca force fled into 

the forest; the Native-American allies refused to pursue them.  The French and their Native-American allies 

destroyed four Seneca villages, their food supplies, and surrounding fields located between present-day Seneca Lake 

and Genesee River, New York.19  

 

 

                                                 
15 DCB, La Durantaye’s, Roseboom’s (execution of Marion) and La Hontan’s biographies (execution of Marion); La 

Hontan, Vol. 1, p. 144 (command of Juchereau); p. 127 (execution of Marion); JR, Vol. 63, pp. 22, 279-283 (capture 

of two groups of New York traders; history of their trading at Michilimackinac the previous year); Winsor, 

Narrative, Vol. 4, pp. 192-193. 
16 MPHSC, Vol. 33, pp. 41-42; DCB, Tonty’s, Greysolon du Lhut/Dulhut’s, and Perrot’s biographies.  
17 DCB, Bochart de Champigny’s and Denonville’s biographies; JR, Vol. 63, pp. 22-23, 267-281; Winsor, Narrative, 

Vol. 4, pp. 193-194. 
18 DCB, Greysolon du Lhut/Dulhut’s, Perrot’s biographies. Farmer, p. 325.  
19 DCB, Brisay de Denonville’s biography; JR, Vol. 63, pp. 22-23, 267-279 (campaign against the Iroquois, capture 

of Iroquois; men sent to work in the galleys, establishment of a fort at Niagara.  Beschefer ended his letter by stating 

that in the present state of the colony, 500 Iroquois led by Europeans could devastate the colony in three months).  
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Denonville took formal possession of the Seneca village of Totiakon: 

19 July 1687 – Denonville took formal possession of the Seneca village of Totiakon; the possession stated that he 

had earlier taken possession of the villages of Gannagaro, Gannondata, Gannongarae, and a fort near Gannagaro.  

The following French Canadians witnessed the formal possession: Louis Hector de Callière, Philippe Rigaud de 

Vaudreuil, Jean Bochart de Champigny, Charles Aubert de LaChesnaye, Paul Dupuis (King’s attorney), 

François Vaillant de Gueslis, S.J., François Bernard Claude Heutolot/Fleutelot de Romprey, François Marie 

Renaud dit Davenne and Méloise/Méloizes, Pierre Bécard de Granville/Grandville, Charles Lemoine de 

Longueuil, fils, and Jean Amador Godefroy de Saint Paul.20 

 

Joutel’s Journey to Fort St. Louis: 

24 July to 14 September 1687 – Joutel and his party reached the Quapaw village, called Otsoté, on the Arkansas 

River (about five to six leagues northwest of the mouth of the Arkansas River).  They met Jean Couture and de 

Launay/Delaunay (possibly Louis or Charles), both of whom Joutel believed were from Rouen.  Joutel and Jean 

Cavelier informed them of La Salle’s death.  After they discussed La Salle and the colony with Couture and de 

Launay/Delaunay, they informed them that they needed to reach Fort St. Louis as soon as possible so that they 

could arrive in Québec in time for the departure of the ships for France.  They planned to inform Louis XIV about 

what happened to the expedition; and, if the king “deemed it proper, he would send relief.”  Based on these plans, 

the men decided that they would keep the news of La Salle’s death from the Native Americans, fearing that the 

Natives would not help them if they were informed of his death.  Joutel and his party departed with Native 

American guides from the fourth Quapaw village (the village was called Cappa and was located on the west side of 

the Mississippi southeast of present-day Deerfield, Arkansas) on 2 August for Fort St. Louis.  They left Barthélemy 

at the Arkansas post because they wished to keep the information of La Salle’s death from the Native Americans 

and felt that he could not keep a secret; they also told the Native Americans that he would act as a pledge for the 

four Native Americans who would guide them to Fort St. Louis.  En route to the fort, they met some Illinois who 

told them that Henri Tonty had gone to war against the Iroquois.  They arrived at Fort St. Louis on 14 September.21 

 

Denonville renewed possession of the Niagara area: 

31 July 1687 – Denonville renewed the possession of the Niagara area (near present day Youngstown, New York) 

formerly taken by La Salle, following the expedition against the Seneca.  The possession was witnessed by Louis 

Hector Callière, Philippe de Rigaud de Vaudreuil, Mathieu Gaillard, and Tophlin.  They resolved to build a 

fort or blockhouse.  Pierre de Troyes remained at the fort with a 100-man garrison.22  

 

Fate of the New York Traders: 

Summer – The 60 New York traders that Morel LaDurantaye’s forces had captured on Lake Huron and Lake Erie 

were sent to Montréal where the New York traders were jailed.  Abel Marion dit Lafontaine, the French-Canadian 

who led Rosenboom’s party was executed at Niagara.  Governor Dongan negotiated the release of the New York 

traders in October.23 

 

Nicolas Perrot built Fort St. Nicolas: 

1687 – Nicolas Perrot built Fort St. Nicolas on the Wisconsin River near present day Prairie Du Chien, 

Wisconsin.24  

 

 

                                                 
20 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 334-335; LAC, Mikan # 3049468. 
21 Weddle, Wreck of the Belle,  pp. 240-242; Joutel, pp. 265-281; 324-325 (Foster’s translation of Joutel ends with 

their departure from the Arkansas post); Henri Joutel and Henry Reed Styles (translator), Joutel’s Journal of La 

Salle’s Last Voyage, 1684-1687, (Albany, N.Y.: Joseph McDonough, 1906).  Author’s note: this edition is a 

facsimile of the 1714 English translation of Joutel’s Journal.  It also includes Melville Anderson’s notes from the 

1896 Caxton Club edition of the journal), pp. 183-188; DCB, Barthélemy’s, Cavelier’s biography.  
22 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 335-336; LAC, Mikan # 3049470; Jaenen, pp. 76-77; DCB, Brisay de Denonville’s, Tonty’s 

biographies (July 1687). 
23 DCB, Rosenboom’s biography (states that Marion was executed at Niagara); Brisay de Denonville’s biography 

(states the French-Canadians were shot in Montréal). 
24 DCB, Perrot’s biography [does not give date]; Tanner, map 6 [does not give Perrot’s name]. 
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Joutel and his party arrived at Fort St. Louis and concealed the news of La Salle’s death: 

14 September 1687 to 17 October 1688 – When Joutel, Jean Cavelier, Colin Cavelier, Douay, and Tessier 

reached Fort St. Louis, they met François de Garconnes sieur Boisrondel/Boisrondet, La Salle’s clerk.  They told 

him that La Salle had accompanied them part of the way and they had left him in good health about 40 leagues 

beyond the Cenis.  Bellefontaine, Tonty’s lieutenant, was also present at the fort.  After Joutel’s party explained 

that they wanted to leave on the first ships that departed for France, Boisrondel/Boisrondet offered to go with them 

in his canoe.  They left on 18 September, but were forced to bury their luggage at Chicagou and return to the fort on 

7 October due to heavy storms.  Joutel was disappointed that they were forced to spend the winter in Fort St. Louis 

because it obstructed them from sending help to the colony as soon as they had expected.  Tonty returned to the fort 

from the campaign against the Iroquois on 27 October.  The men also concealed from Tonty the news of La Salle’s 

death.  In December, two men arrived from Montréal to inform Tonty that three canoes of provisions had been left 

at Chicagou because the frozen rivers prevented them from coming any farther.  Joutel and his companions 

remained at the fort until March 1688 when Jean Cavelier presented Tonty with a forged note from La Salle, and 

obtained 4,000 livres in furs that Jean Cavelier could use to finance a trip to France.  Claude Allouez, S.J., was 

also at Fort St. Louis, but he departed for Michilimackinac, allegedly because of a conspiracy against La Salle’s 

interest and Allouez’s fear of La Salle’s arrival at the fort.  Joutel and his companions departed from the fort on 21 

March with Boisrondel/Boisrondet who wanted to return to France.  When they arrived at Chicagou on 29 March, 

they found that one of Tonty’s men who had been sent to check for canoes and their baggage had taken advantage 

of the knowledge about the canoes to steal some furs and linen.  On 8 April they departed from Chicagou and 

arrived at Michilimackinac on 10 May.  None of the traders were willing to go to Montréal because of the war with 

the Iroquois.  On 4 June, four canoes under the commanded of Monsieur de Portneuf (possibly Pierre Robineau 

baron de Portneuf) arrived at the fort with orders from Denonville for the settlements at Green Bay and in 

Minnesota.  Joutel and Jean Cavelier made arrangements to travel to Montréal in two canoes; Cavelier bought 

another canoe for their baggage, selling part of their furs to a merchant.  Twenty-nine men departed from 

Michilimackinac with Portneuf in four canoes, including the one Cavelier brought from Fort St. Louis and one he 

had purchased at Michilimackinac.  Portneuf travelled to Sault St. Marie, but met the rest of the party on 27 June.  

They arrived at Lachine on 13 August and in Montréal on 17th.  When they met with Denonville, they once again 

concealed La Salle’s death and told him of their intention to return to France.  They arrived in Québec City on 21 or 

29 August and departed from there to board a ship farther down on the St. Lawrence for France on 30 August.  They 

arrived in La Rochelle on 9 October, departed for Rouen on 15 October, and arrived in Rouen on 17 October.  

Instead of leaving immediately for Paris, Jean Cavelier made a pilgrimage and didn’t go to Paris to meet with 

Colbert de Seignelay regarding his brother and the fate of the colony until the beginning of December.  Had he 

been honest with Tonty, historians believe that an attempt could have been mounted to save the colony’s 

survivors.25  

 

La Hontan arrived at Fort St. Joseph: 

Mid September 1687 – Louis Armand Lom d’Acre, baron de La Hontan took over as commandant of Fort St. 

Joseph (present-day Port Huron, Michigan).26  

 

Louis XIV wrote to Denonville and Champigny regarding La Salle: 

8 March 1688 – Responding to the dispatches of the previous year, Louis XIV wrote to Denonville and 

Champigny that he was pleased with their conduct during the war with the Iroquois.  He informed them that he had 

not received any precise news regarding La Salle’s expedition to the Mississippi.  He felt that Tonty’s proposal to 

go down the Mississippi in boats was useless because he could give no assistance to La Salle that way; he also 

feared that there might be dangerous rapids in the river.  Denonville and Champigny were given permission to 

revoke the grants to La Salle and others at distant posts because the grants caused disturbances.27  

 

                                                 
25 DCB, Jean Cavelier’s biography; Weddle, Wreck of the Belle, pp. 242-250, 301, footnote 32; Joutel and Styles, 

pp. 188-191, 195-202; Jaenen, pp. 180-182.  Author’s note: La Salle’s alleged note was dated 9 January 1687; it 

stated that La Salle was sending his brother and four others to report to the King on La Salle’s colony. As Weddle 

points out, prior to his death La Salle could not have known that Jean Cavelier would reach Fort St. Louis with only 

four men; Margry, Vol. 3, p. 549. 
26 Lajeunesse, p. xxxvii; DCB, Lahontan’s biography. 
27 PAC1900-1901, pp. 281-282. 
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Tonty learned of La Salle’s death: 

7 April 1688 – Jean Couture arrived in Fort St. Louis from the Arkansas post with the news that La Salle had been 

murdered by his men.  Couture informed Tonty that Jean Cavelier had concealed La Salle’s death because he 

feared that Tonty would not give him what he needed to return to France.  Tonty did not want to depart to search 

for La Salle’s colony without Denonville’s permission, but he sent Couture to search for the colony.  After 

Couture’s canoe was wrecked about 100 leagues from the fort; he abandoned his search and returned to Fort St. 

Louis.  Tonty returned to Montréal or Québec to consult with Denonville and learned that war had been declared 

against Spain.  Tonty resolved to go to Texas to rescue the colonists.28 

 

Jacques Denoyon led a trading party to Rainy Lake: 

1688 – Jacques Denoyon led a trading party from Du Lhut’s post at Fort Nipigon up the Kaministiquia River and 

across Dog Lake to Rainy Lake (located on the International Boundary between the United States and Canada.  The 

closest major cities are present-day International Falls, Minnesota, and Fort Frances, Ontario).29 

 

William of Orange arrived in England: 

Summer 1688 to 27 January 1689 – Seven English noblemen sent an invitation to William of Orange (son-in-law 

of James II) to save England from the “Catholic tyranny” of James II (Stuart) of England and his pro-French 

policies.  William accepted the invitation on 30 September.  His real purpose was to bring England into the League 

of Augsburg against Louis XIV.  William landed in England on 5 November.  James II escaped to France on 22 

December.  The English crown was offered jointly to William and his wife, Mary Stuart (daughter of James II), on 

27 January 1689.30 

 

Denonville ordered the destruction of the fortifications at Fort Niagara: 

6 July 1688 – Denonville sent orders to Raymond Blaise, sieur de Bergères, to demolish the fortifications at Fort 

Niagara, but to leave the cabins and quarters.31   

 

La Hontan burned Fort St. Joseph: 

27 August 1688 – La Hontan burned Fort St. Joseph (present day Port Huron, Michigan) after he heard that the 

English and Iroquois were preparing to attack from Niagara.32 

 

The English surrendered to d’Iberville: 

September 1688 to October 1689 – Two armed English vessels blocked d’Iberville’s departure from Fort Ste. Anne 

(on Hudson Bay) with a shipment of furs for the Compagnie du Nord.  During the following winter, d’Iberville 

refused the English permission to hunt for fresh game, which would have helped prevent scurvy.  Following the 

outbreak of the illness, d’Iberville encouraged the English surgeon to hunt for game.  Instead of being allowed to 

hunt, the surgeon was captured.  Although only three English were lost in actual fighting, 25 died of scurvy and 

exposure; their deaths forced the English to surrender.  D’Iberville captured another ship in July.  He returned to 

Québec on 28 October 1689, his ships laden with furs, booty, and English prisoners.33  

 

Fort Niagara was abandoned: 

15 September 1688 – Prior to departing from Fort Niagara, Louis LaRue de LaMotte recorded the condition of the 

fort.  The cabins and quarters were left intact for the purpose of maintaining possession of the area.  The following 

French Canadians witnessed the document: Pierre Millet, S.J., Raymond Blaise de/des Bergères, La Rabelle, 

                                                 
28 ILHC, Vol. 1, (Tonty’s Memoir of 1693), pp. 153-154.  
29 DCB, Denoyon’s biography under the spelling de Noyon.  Author’s note: although his biographer states that he 

had penetrated farther west than any other French Canadian, three of Du Lhut’s men may have traveled to a Teton 

Sioux village in South Dakota in 1679.  See Kellogg, The French Régime in Wisconsin and the Northwest, pp.  209-

211. 
30 Langer, p. 465. 
31 NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 387. 
32 Lajeunesse, p. xxxvii. 
33 DCB, d’Iberville’s biography. 
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Demuratre, Gilles Denis Étienne de Clérin, Christophe Dufrost de LaJemmerais, Chevalier de 

Tregay/Treguiro, and Maheu, pilot of the barque la Generale.34 

 

The Ottawa began to build a new fort at Michilimackinac: 

Need 1688 – The Ottawa began to build a new fort at the north end of East Moran Bay (northeast of present day St 

Ignace, Michigan).35 

 

The Spanish searched for La Salle’s colony: 

1688 to 1697 – The Spaniards believed that La Salle’s colony intruded into their territory; therefore, they were 

determined to destroy it.  Alonso de Léon led five overland expeditions from New Spain to discover the colony, 

which they discovered in 1697.36  

 

The Karankawa killed all of La Salle’s colonists except for five children: 

Dec 1688 or Jan 1689 – Although the war with the Karankawa had ceased for a while after La Salle had departed, 

the Karankawa learned of disunity among the colonists.  Weakened by smallpox and other maladies, La Salle’s 

colonists could not repel an attack by the Karankawa.  The Karankawa killed all of the colonists except for five 

children.37  

 

Governor Denonville and Callière planned to defeat the Iroquois by invading New York: 

January to October 1689 – Governor Jacques René Brisay Marquis de Denonville and Louis Hector de Callière 

(Governor of Montréal) worked out a bold plan to defeat the Iroquois by conquering and occupying New York.  

Callière was sent to France and from January through May 1689 he prepared a number of memoirs regarding the 

planned expedition.  By executing their plan, Denonville and Callière believed that the Iroquois would be deprived 

of the supply of English guns and ammunition and be forced to negotiate peace with the French.  Following the 

invasion, New France would possess one of the finest harbors in North America.  Callière asked for two frigates 

and an army of 2,000 men.  An 800-man army would be used to conquer Albany and attack present-day New York 

City on the land side, while the frigates with their 1,200 men would blockade and bombard the city.  New York 

would then be used as a base to attack the New England coast as far as Boston.  Louis XIV approved the plan after 

England declared war on France (see 12 May 1689 entry).38 

 

Louis XIV re-appointed Frontenac governor of New France: 

April 1689 – 1698 – Louis de Buade, comte de Frontenac, was appointed Governor of New France because 

Denonville had asked to be replaced as Governor.  He did not arrive in New France with Callière until October 

1689.39 

 

Perrot took formal possession of Fort St. Antoine: 

8 May 1689 – Nicolas Perrot took formal possession of the area surrounding his post, Fort St. Antoine.  The 

ceremony was witnessed by Joseph Jacques Maret, S.J., missionary to the Sioux, François sieur 

Boisguillot/Borieguillot, commandant of Fort St. Nicolas, Pierre Lesueur, Augustin Legardeur, sieur de 

Caumont and Courtemanche; Jean Hébert, Joseph Lemire, and François Blain/Blein.40  

                                                 
34 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 386-388; LAC, Mikan # 3049551. 
35 Dunnigan, p. 355 (chronology). 
36 America Discovered, pp. 77. 
37 Weddle, Wreck of the Belle, p. 251; Weddle, The French Thorn, pp. 216-217. 
38DCB, Frontenac’s and Denonville’s biographies; PAC1900-1901 pp. 286, 287.  Author’s note: Frontenac had been 

appointed Governor, after Denonville had asked to be replaced.  When Frontenac arrived in New France, he learned 

about the Lachine massacre (see August entry).  Shortly after his arrival, Frontenac learned that Denonville had 

ordered the destruction of Fort Frontenac.  Frontenac immediately sent troops to reestablish the fort and 

corresponded repeatedly with Colbert de Seignelay or Louis XIV regarding the necessity of the fort.  See W.J. 

Eccles, Frontenac - The Courtier Governor (Lincoln, Nebraska and London: University of Nebraska Press, 2003) 

and Richard A. Preston, Royal Fort Frontenac (Toronto: The Champlain Society, 1958), pp. 181-197.  
39 DCB, Brisay de Denonville’s and Frontenac’s biographies. 
40DCB, Perrot’s biography; Edward D. Neil, The history of Minnesota: from the earliest French explorations to the 

present time (Minneapolis: J.B. Lippincott & Co., 1873), pp. 143-145. 
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England joined the League of Augsburg – the Nine Years’ War or King William’s War: 

12 May 1689 – England joined the League of Augsburg.  After the English joined the group, the allies were known 

as the Grand Alliance.  Their war against France was known in Europe as the Nine-Year’s War or the War of the 

League of Augsburg; in North America, it was known as King William’s War.41  

 

France declared war against England: 

25 June 1689 – Louis XIV issued a royal ordinance that declared war against the Prince of Orange and against the 

English and Scots, the abettors of his usurpation.42 

 

Frontenac and the troops sailed from La Rochelle: 

23 July 1689 – Frontenac and the troops that would be used for the overland assault on New York sailed from La 

Rochelle.43  

 

The Iroquois attacked Lachine: 

4-5 August 1689 – One thousand five hundred Iroquois attacked Lachine; at least 24 French were killed, the exact 

number of captives is not known with certainty.  The Iroquois followed this attack by one on Montréal.  Prior to the 

attack, Philippe Rigaud de Vaudreuil, commandant of 22 companies encamped near Montréal, had been given 

general orders to use his judgment in defending the city.  Lieutenant de La Rabeyre and 80 men had been detached 

from the troops to occupy Fort Rolland; they were defeated by the Iroquois and de La Rabeyre was captured.  

Rigaud de Vaudreuil, not Denonville, must be blamed for the failure to launch a counter-attack on the Iroquois.  

Although several officers advised making a sortie to obtain reinforcements for Fort Rolland and “to place the 

Iroquois between two fires,” Rigaud de Vaudreuil believed that his precise orders prevented him from doing so.  

Native Americans from Michilimackinac arrived in the area shortly after the massacre.44  

 

La Hontan burned Fort St. Joseph: 

27 August 1689 – La Hontan burned Fort St. Joseph (present-day Port Huron) after he heard the English and 

Iroquois were preparing to attack from Niagara.45  

 

The plan to attack New York was abandoned due to the late arrival of Frontenac, Callière, and the troops: 

12 October 1689 – Frontenac, Callière and the troops recruited for the overland assault of New York arrived in 

Québec, having been delayed by strong head winds.  Due to their late arrival, it was decided to abandon the planned 

overland assault on Albany and Manhattan.46 

 

Frontenac’s second term as governor: 

1689 – 1698 – During his second term as governor, Frontenac was once again sharply criticized for his personal 

involvement in the fur trade.  The war against the Iroquois facilitated the expansion of the fur trade by offering him 

                                                 
41 Langer, p. 480. 
42 PAC1900-1901, p. 287. 
43 DCB, Frontenac’s biography; NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 430-431 (list of provisions sent to New France on board Le 

Foirgon and l’Ambuscade). 
44 DCB, Brisay de Denonville’s biography; Havard, p. ix; NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 431, 434-435 (extracts of memoir).  

Author’s note: some historians have exaggerated the loss of life.  Suzanne Boivin Somerville’s note: accounts of the 

losses at Lachine need to be revised after Hélène Lamarche’s award-winning study of the Lachine “massacre”, “Les 

habitants de Lachine et le massacre de 1689,” Mémoires de la Société généalogique canadienne-française, Volume 

50 numéro 3, automne 1999, pp. 189-228.  Governor Frontenac and others may have exaggerated the numbers, 

hoping to arouse the French authorities to send more troops to New France to fight the Iroquois.  Lamarche 

comments that there were two massacres that took place, the one at Lachine and the one committed by historians 

ever since.  Hélène's article traces the habitants of Lachine (population 375 in 1685) through property, parish, and 

legal records.  Even a list of 42 habitants historian Girouard (1889) identified as dead or disappeared does not hold 

up. A more recent version of Lamarche's lists, “Les victimes du massacre de Lachine (1689 - 1691),” can be 

accessed in a pdf document at http://www.genealogie.org/club/shl/Site/Massacre_de_Lachine.html] 
45 Lajeunesse, p. xxxvii. 
46 DCB, Frontenac’s and Denonville’s biographies. 
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an excuse to send large forces to the western posts each year under the guise of military activities.  Far from serving 

any military purpose, these activities afforded an opportunity for Frontenac’s friends to trade furs.  The Western 

Native-American Allies devoted so much time to gathering furs that they didn’t have the time to attack the 

Iroquois.  The new trading posts in the west upset the Ottawa because the traders were trading directly with western 

tribes and the Sioux, the traditional enemies of the Ottawa.47 

 

Étienne de Carheil, S.J., sharply criticized the recent policy toward the Iroquois: 

November 1689 – Étienne de Carheil, S.J., missionary at Michilimackinac, wrote a severely rebuking letter to 

Frontenac.  Carheil vigorously denounced the French inaction and the timidity of the recent French policy toward 

the Iroquois.  The Ottawa and other Native Americans who travelled to Montréal saw the destruction of the area 

and the French-Canadian fear of the Iroquois following the attack at Lachine.  The Natives from Michilimackinac 

felt that they had no hope of French protection from the Iroquois because the French Canadians could not even 

defend themselves.  Following their return, the Ottawa and Huron resolved to make peace with the Iroquois and 

expressed contempt for the alliance with the French.  They felt that the French alliance was detrimental in war 

because the French expected their Native American allies to do everything during their wars against the Iroquois.  

They also regarded the French alliance as detrimental to their trade because of the favorable Dutch/English prices 

(the Native Americans used the words translated as bon marché, or good bargain).  The Ottawa and Huron sent 

ambassadors to the Seneca with Iroquois prisoners and planned to visit the other Iroquois nations.  Carheil warned 

Frontenac that he could not count on the Ottawa or Huron to provide warriors for a campaign against the 

Iroquois.  Carheil also warned Frontenac that if the Ottawa and Huron made peace themselves, the Iroquois and 

Dutch/English would monopolize the fur trade, excluding the French.  Carheil ended his letter: “From this it will 

be seen that our savages are much more enlightened than one thinks; and that it is difficult to conceal from their 

penetration anything in the course of affairs that may injure or serve their interests.”  Finally, Carheil urged 

Frontenac to take vigorous measures against the Iroquois or the English.48  

 

Tonty granted land to the Jesuits near his Arkansas fort: 

26 November 1689 – Henri Tonty granted Claude Dablon, S.J., as Superior of the Jesuit missions, a strip of land 

of about eight acres on the Arkansas River a little east of Tonty’s fort, as well as an immense tract on the opposite 

side of the river among the Native Americans.  The Jesuit mission, which was to start in November 1690, would 

have a house for the missionaries and two chapels, one for the French Canadians and another for the Native 

Americans. The grant called for the Jesuits to build the house and chapels, raise a cross 15 feet high and say a Mass 

for Tonty annually on the feast of St. Henri.  No records survive about whether any missionaries were sent to 

Arkansas or how long the mission lasted.49   

 

Tonty attempted to bring aid to La Salle’s Colony: 

December 1689 (or 3 October 1689) to September 1690 – Henri Tonty set out with four French Canadians, a 

Shawnee and two slaves to bring aid to La Salle’s colony in Texas; while they were en route, Tonty hired Native-

American guides for the expedition.  Part-way through the journey, the French Canadians refused to proceed to a 

Native-American village where seven survivors of La Salle’s colony were rumored to be living.  Tonty gave up the 

attempt, half starved and short of ammunition, when they reached the northwestern part of present-day Houston 

County, Texas.  They arrived in Arkansas on 31 July 1690 and Fort St. Louis in September.  In his memoir, Tonty 

reported that the Mississippi would produce 20,000 écus of fur annually, as well as lead and wood.  A silk trade 

could be established and a port to protect vessels.  He believed that pearls might be found in the area and the French 

islands in the Gulf of Mexico could be supplied with products from the region such as lumber, vegetables, grain, and 

beef.50  

                                                 
47 DCB, Frontenac’s biography. 
48 JR, Vol. 64, 21-39 (letter from Étienne de Carheil, S.J.). 
49 John Gilmary Shea, History of the Catholic Missions among the Indian Tribes of the United States, 1529-1854 

(New York: Edward Dunigan and Brother, 1855), p. 439.  
50 ILHC, Vol. 1, (Tonty’s Memoir of 1693), pp. 154-164 (states that they departed on 3 October, but the date 

conflicts their arrival at the Quapaw village on 16 January and his 26 November 1689 grant to Dablon; the 3 

October date could refer to a departure from Montréal or Québec); Weddle, The French Thorn, pp. 99-100 (also 

states he departed in October); DCB, Tonty’s biography (states they started in December).  Author’s note: Du Lhut 
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Champigny, Callière, and Vaudreuil sharply criticized Frontenac’s planned expeditions to New York and 

New England: 

January 1690 – Champigny, Callière, and Vaudreuil, as well as many colonists were critical of Frontenac’s 

military policy which called for three war parties to ravage English border settlements.  Champigny believed that 

Frontenac’s planned expeditions against small colonies in New York and New England would not hinder the 

enemy’s war efforts.  Champigny agreed with many colonists who recommended a single concerted attack on 

Albany, New York, which would destroy the Iroquois main supply base.51 

 

Attack on Salmon Falls, New Hampshire, and Fort Rollinsford: 

28 January to March 1690 – François Hertel, and 24 or 25 volunteers from Trois-Rivières departed for Salmon 

Falls, New Hampshire and Fort Rollinsford (present-day Salmon Falls Village, New Hampshire).  Five Algonquin 

and 20 Sokoki joined the expedition at St-François-du-Lac.  The expedition included Hertel’s sons (Zacharie 

François, Jacques and Jean Baptiste), Louis Crevier, Nicolas Gatineau and Jacques Maugras. On 22 March, 

when they arrived at Salmon Falls, Hertel divided his men into three divisions.  Eleven men attacked a small 

stockaded fort of four bastions; 15 men attacked a large fortified house, while Hertel led the attack on another fort 

that was fortified with cannon.  During the ensuing attacks, those who resisted were killed and 54 were captured; 

one French Canadian was wounded and died the following day.  During the night, two Native Americans reported 

to Hertel that a party of 200 men from Portsmouth, New Hampshire, was on their way to attack Hertel’s forces.  

Hertel took a stand on the bank of the Wooster River near the narrow bridge that the English would need to cross.  

During the skirmish four English were killed and ten wounded; a Sokoki and Louis Crevier were killed and 

Zacharie François Hertel was wounded.  While the group was returning to Trois-Rivières, they killed three 

English scouts.  When Hertel reached St-François-du-Lac, he left his son, Zacharie François Hertel, to have his 

wound attended to.  While Hertel was in the village, he learned that René Robineau sieur de Portneuf’s 

detachment had not yet attacked Casco (present-day Falmouth, Maine).  Hertel sent Nicolas Gatineau, some 

French Canadians and the prisoners to report to Frontenac regarding the expedition; while Jacques Maugras and 

five Algonquin took the St. François route to return to Trois-Rivières.  Hertel left the group with 36 French 

Canadians and Sokoki to join Robineau de Portneuf’s expedition.52 

 

Attack on Casco Bay and present-day Portland, Maine: 

28 January to June 1690 – René Robineau de Portneuf and Augustin Legardeur de Courtemanche left Québec 

with 50 French Canadians and 50 Abenaki.  Frontenac’s orders prohibited them from attacking any Forts for 

fearing of losing too many men; instead, they were ordered to lay waste the country.  While they were en route, 

Hertel’s forces and another group led by Jean Vincent Abbadie de Saint Castin (an adopted Penobscot) and his 

father-in law, Madokawando, joined them.  In May they reached an Abenaki village party on the Kennebunk River 

(in south-western Maine) where they met Abenaki who had returned from another attack on English settlements; six 

Abenaki were killed in the skirmish.  All of the French-Canadian allies were called together to join in the attack.  

On 28 May, they reached Casco Bay that was defended by one large fort and four small posts/settlements.  Early the 

next morning, four Abenaki and two French Canadians killed a man who left the fort.  His anguished cries alerted 

those in the fort to the presence of hostile forces.  At noon, thirty men under the command of Lieutenant Thaddeus 

Clark left the fort.  The French Canadians and their allies attacked the English, killing 26 and wounding the 

remaining four.  During this battle, one Native American was killed and a French Canadian was wounded.  

Robineau de Portneuf  and Legardeur de Courtemanche demanded the surrender of the fort that evening, but the 

defenders refused to capitulate.  The neighboring posts had been abandoned after the English captured a soldier who 

was with Hertel’s party.  Although they had been ordered not to attack the fort, the combined party decided that an 

attack was necessary because the surrounding places had been deserted.  The French Canadians and their Allies 

spent the nights of 26 and 27 May on a bluff on the ocean side of the fort.  On the evening of the 28 th, the trench was 

                                                                                                                                                             
planned to accompany Tonty if François Daupin sieur de Laforest came to command the fort (probably Fort St. 

Louis); Laforest did not arrive, so Du Lhut commanded the fort while Tonty searched for La Salle’s colony.   
51 DCB, Bochart de Champigny’s biography. 
52 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 471-472 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada 1689 to 1690); DCB, 

Hertel’s biography under Hertel de la Fresnière.  Author’s note: historians disagree about the number killed or 

captured; see Hertel’s biography in the DCB; Jetté states that Crevier died on 27 March. Also note that Monseignat 

at first sates that Robineau left Québec in March, but later states that he left on 28 January. 
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opened using tools found on the abandoned forts/posts.  The work progressed so rapidly that the English requested a 

parley during the night.  The French Canadians demanded the surrender of the fort, stores and provisions; quarter 

was promised to the garrison if they surrendered.  The English requested six days to consider the proposal, but were 

only given until the next morning for a decision.  Work on the trenches continued; that morning the English threw 

out grenades that did little damage.  Meanwhile, the French Canadians prepared to set fire to the palisades using a 

barrel of tar and some combustibles.  When the English saw the barrel, they hoisted a white flag and 70 men, in 

addition to women and children, surrendered and led to the camp.  Prior to departing, the fort was set on fire, the 

guns spiked, the stores burned, and all of the residents made prisoners.  The Native Americans retained most of the 

prisoners, while the French retained Captain Davis and the two daughters of Thaddeus Clark.  The group 

departed from the area on 1 June, having burned all of the houses within a two league circle, and arrived in Québec 

on 23 June.  Genaple de Bellefonds (probably Jean Baptiste) remained with the Abenaki to accompany them on 

additional expeditions.  When Robineau de Portneuf reached Québec, he brought the news that ships sailing from 

the area of Boston were seen heading for Port Royal in Acadia.53  

 

Attack on Schenectady (Corlaer), New York: 

Early February to March 1690 – Jacques Lemoine de St. Hélène and Nicolas d’Ailleboust de Mantet departed 

from Montréal with a party of 210, including 80 Native Americans from Sault-St-Louis and Deux Montagnes, 16 

Algonquin and 114 Canadians.  The officers included Pierre Lemoine d’Iberville and Alexandre Legardeur de 

Montesson.  The Canadians included Bonrepos (a reduced lieutenant), Pierre Labrosse sieur du Bocage (a 

reduced lieutenant); Sieur d’Hosta, François Lemoine de Bienville, Jean Vincent Leber de Duchesne, and La 

Marque de Montigny, who served as volunteers.  Togouiroue (the Great Mohawk) led the Native Americans, 

Ouabouchie, a Nipissing chief also participated in the expedition.  After a march of five or six days, the Native 

Americans demanded a conference with the French to learn their intentions.  Lemoine de St. Hélène and 

d’Ailleboust de Mantet informed the allied Native Americans that they hoped to attack Orange, although they had 

no specific orders regarding which settlement to attack.  The Native Allies believed this was a rash decision; the 

group decided to postpone the decision until they reached the point where the roads to Orange and Schenectady 

(Corlaer).  When they reached the fork, the group took the road to Schenectady without holding another conference.  

They reached Schenectady on 18 February at nightfall.  During the ensuing attack, 60 Dutch/English were killed 

and the fort and village burned; only one French Canadian and one Native American were killed in the siege.  The 

lives of 50-60 residents who escaped the initial onslaught and the Iroquois were spared.  The Iroquois were 

informed that the French were making war on the English/Dutch, not the Iroquois.  The French Canadians and 

their allies left the area on the following day with 30 prisoners.  Although fifty horses were taken, only 16 reached 

Montréal; the rest were killed on the road for food.  The group divided north of Schenectady; Lemoine d’Iberville 

and Leber de Duchesne commanded the Native Americans who hunted for provisions.  Although, the remaining 

group attempted to return to Montréal in one party, there were some stragglers.  A party of 14 or 15 attacked one 

group of stragglers and killed six.  During the return journey, three Allies and 16 French Canadians were lost or 

killed.54  

 

Frontenac appointed Louis Laporte de Louvigny commandant of Michilimackinac:  

8 April 1690 – Frontenac ordered Louis Laporte, sieur de Louvigny, to proceed to Michilimackinac with a 

detachment of 170 French Canadians and Native Americans to prevent the negotiation of a treaty between the 

Ottawa and Iroquois and to replace Olivier Morel de LaDurantaye as commander.  Perrot accompanied 

Louvigny.  While they were en route, they defeated two parties of Iroquois; one encounter took place 60 leagues 

from Montréal; the other took place three leagues from Lac des Chats (part of the Ottawa River).  After Louvigny 

reached Michilimackinac, he built a fort (later named Fort de Buade by Antoine de Lamothe, sieur de Cadillac) 

near the St. Ignace Mission.  This fort is consistently named Michilimackinac in the surviving correspondence and 

notarial records.  Following the construction of the fort, the Jesuit missionaries complained that the soldiers spent 

their time trading with the Native Americans and debauching them with liquor.  Shortly after Louvigny’s arrival, 

                                                 
53 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 472-473, 476 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada 1689 to 1690); 

DCB. 
54 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 466-469, 478 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada November 1689 to 

November 1690). 
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he proposed establishing a post/fort at Rivière des Miamis (present-day St. Joseph River in Southwestern Michigan) 

and maintaining 40 soldiers at the fort.55 

 

Frontenac ordered Perrot to renew the relationship the Ottawa and the Western Tribes: 

1690 – Frontenac ordered Perrot to renew the French relationship with the Ottawa and the Western Tribes who 

wanted to join the Iroquois.  He reestablished relationships with the Miami who begged him to establish a fur 

trading post on the Mississippi near the Ouiskensing (the Wisconsin River).  The Miami chief gave him a piece of 

lead which had been found on the branch of a stream (the Galena River) which emptied into the Mississippi.  Perrot 

promised to build a post below the Wisconsin River within 20 days.56 

 

Phips’ expedition set sail from Boston: 

23 April 1690 – Sir William Phips’ expedition bound for Acadia set sail from Boston.  The expedition consisted of 

seven ships, armed with 78 cannon and carrying 736 men, 446 of them being militiamen.57 

 

Colbert de Seignelay granted La Salle’s fur trading concession in the Illinois area to Henri Tonty and 

François Daupin sieur Laforest: 

14 July 1690 – Jean Baptiste Colbert de Seignelay granted La Salle’s fur trading concession in the Illinois area to 

Henri Tonty and François Daupin sieur Laforest.  By 1693, Laforest sold his interest to Michel Acau for 6,000 

livres.58  

 

Lemoine d’Iberville captured New Severn, on Hudson Bay: 

August 1690 – Pierre Lemoine sieur d’Iberville captured New Severn, on Hudson Bay.  The Hudson Bay 

Company commander, Thomas Walsh, blew up the post’s buildings and fled without resisting.59 

 

The English and Native Americans who planned a land assault on Montréal abandoned the campaign due to 

smallpox:   

Circa August 1690 – The English forces from Manhattan and Orange, consisting of approximately 2,000 militia and 

1,500 Native Americans, who intended to rendezvous with the Iroquois to attack Québec and Montréal were 

forced to abandon the siege because of an outbreak of smallpox.  When some of the men who still bore the marks of 

the pox met the Iroquois at the rendezvous, the Iroquois were outraged and accused the English of bringing the 

plague.  After some of the Iroquois caught smallpox, the Iroquois pillaged some of the Englishmen and retired to 

their villages.  Approximately 400 Iroquois and 100 Mohegan died of smallpox.60  

 

Phips attack on Québec: 

16 to 25 October 1690 – Sir William Phips, with 4 large ships, four smaller ships, and 26 ketches, barques, 

brigantines or flyboats, and 2,300 militiamen, arrived in Québec on 16 October.  Phips sent Major Thomas Savage 

to Frontenac with a demand that Frontenac surrender the Colony within the hour.  Frontenac told Savage that he 

                                                 
55 DCB, Laporte de Louvigny’s, Morel de LaDurantaye’s and Carheil’s biographies; Ruben Gold Thwaites (editor), 

Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin (Madison: Democrat Printing Company, 1905, a reprint of 

the 1868 edition), abbreviated WiHC, Vol. 5, pp. 66-67; PAC1900-1901, p. 292 (Louis XIV’s April 1692 letter to 

Frontenac and Champigny.  The letter refers to the fact that they had not forwarded a report on Louvigny’s proposal; 

it also states that Louis XIV did not see any great advantage to the proposal.  See MPHSC, Vol. 33, p. 47 (Frontenac 

and Champigny’s September 1692 letter which recommended that Louis XIV should not approve Louvigny’s plan 

to “occupy the posts of the River of the Miamis” if Louvigny kept up to 40 soldiers there at his own expense 

because this would exclude the inhabitants from the profits of the fur trade and place it in Louvigny’s hands); 

Dunning Idle, The Post of the St. Joseph River During the French Régime -1679-1761 (Niles, Michigan: Support the 

Fort, Inc., 2003), p. 12. Author’s note: Laporte’s biography in the DCB states that he departed with 170 men. 
56 DCB, Perrot’s biography.  Blair, Vol. 2, p. 60 [from La Potherie]; WiHC, Vol. 16, pp. 143-160. 
57 DCB, Des Friches de Meneval’s  biography. 
58 DCB, Henri Tonty’s and Bochart de Champigny’s biographies.  
59 DCB, d’Iberville’s biography under Le Moyne. 
60 Schlesinger, p. 65; NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 461-462 (extracts of correspondence); 490 (Monseignat’s account of the 

most notable events in Canada 1689 to 1690); 492 (Callière extracts of memoir); 494 (extract of Frontenac’s 

correspondence); DCB, Frontenac’s and Champigny’s biographies; JR, Vol. 64, pp. 46-47.  
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did not recognize William of Orange as king of England.  When Savage requested a written response, Frontenac 

responded “I have no answer to your general but from the mouths of my cannon and musketry; that he may learn 

that a man of my rank is not to be summoned after this fashion.  Let him do his best as I will do mine.”  Callière 

arrived the following day with 800 men.  Phips’s men landed on north shore of the St. Lawrence on 18 October.  

Over the next three days, they killed only six French Canadians and wounded 20 before returning to their ships.  

Phips made an unsuccessful attempt to land on Île d’Orléans on 23 October.  Phips withdrew on 25 October, having 

restored all the French-Canadian prisoners, including those taken at Port Royal.  The French Canadians killed 

about 100, damaged four large ships and forced Phips to abandon three shallops, five large pieces of artillery, an 

anchor, cable,  guns, and ammunition.61  

 
William Brymner – Frontenac Receiving Sir William Phipps Envoy, 1911, Courtesy of The Athenaeum 

http://www.the-athenaeum.org/art/detail.php?ID=49267  

 
Robert de Villeneuve – 1690 - Plan de Québec et de ses environs, en la Nouvelle-France, assiégé par les Anglais le 

16 d'octobre 1690 jusqu'au 22... / par le Sr. de Villeneuve, ingénieur du Roy.. – Available from Gallica: 

http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8018911r.r=Villeneuve%2C+Robert+de.langEN  

 

                                                 
61 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 455-458, 459-462 (extracts of memoirs); pp. 485-490 (Monseignat’s account of the most 

notable events in Canada 1689 to 1690); DCB, Frontenac’s and Phips’s biographies; JR., Vol. 64, pp. 39-53; 

Winsor, Narrative, Vol. 4, pp. 353-354. 
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Louis de Phelypeaux, comte de Pontchartrain, succeeded Jean Baptiste Colbert, Marquis de Seignelay, as 

minister for the colonies:   

7 November 1690 – Louis de Phelypeaux, comte de Pontchartrain, succeeded Jean Baptiste Colbert, Marquis 

de Seignelay, as minister for the colonies.  He held this office until 5 September 1699 when he was appointed 

Minister of France.62 

 

Legardeur de Courtemanche delivered news of Phips’ defeat to the Great Lakes: 

April 1691 – Frontenac ordered Augustin Legardeur de Courtemanche to deliver the news of the great French 

victory over Phips to the western Native-American Allies; Frontenac’s message encouraged the Native 

Americans to continue their war against the Iroquois.  Legardeur left Montréal on 22 April, escorted by ten men.  

Legardeur left Michilimackinac on 30 May and reached Montréal on 18 June.  While he was at Michilimackinac, 

Courtemanche learned that over 500 Miami and Illinois warriors had left their settlements to make war.  Prior to 

departing, the Miami obtained provisions, powder and lead from French-Canadian traders who remained at the 

village to guard the women and children.63  

 

Legardeur de Courtemanche built Fort St. Joseph: 

Circa fall 1691 – Augustin Legardeur de Courtemanche built Fort St. Joseph at present-day Niles, Michigan.  He 

did not remain at the post long because he served under Nicolas d’Ailleboust de Mantet in a 1693 expedition 

against the Mohawk.  Following the 1693 expedition, he was given command of the post.64  

 

Tonty built fort Pimitoui: 

Winter 1691 – Henri Tonty established Fort Pimitoui on the Illinois River near present-day Peoria, Illinois because 

the supplies of wood near Fort St. Louis had been exhausted.  François Daupin, sieur de Laforest, joined him in 

the spring with hired men and soldiers to complete the fort.  Tonty appointed his cousin, Pierre Charles de Liette, 

as interim commandant of the fort in Tonty’s absence; as well as interim commandant of Chicago where Tonty 

maintained a warehouse.65  

 

New France planned for a winter expedition against the Mohawk: 

Late fall to winter 1692/1693 – Frontenac, Champigny, Nicolas d’Ailleboust de Mantet, Augustin Legardeur de 

Courtemanche, Zacharie Robutel de LaNoue, and the chiefs of the Native Americans from Sault St. Louis and 

Deux Montagnes planned a winter expedition against the Mohawk.  Champigny sent orders to Montréal to gather 

provisions, ammunition, snow shoes, and other articles sufficient for 600 men.  D’Ailleboust de Mantet 

commanded the troops, militia, and Native Americans from Trois-Rivières; Augustin Legardeur de 

Courtemanche commanded the troops, militia, and Native Americans from Québec; and Zacharie Robutel de 

LaNoue commanded the troops, militia, and Native Americans from Montréal.66 

 

French Canadian and Native Americans destroyed three Mohawk villages: 

20 January to March 1693 – On 20 January 1693, Nicolas d’Ailleboust de Mantet, Augustin Legardeur de 

Courtemanche, and their forces from Trois-Rivières and Québec arrived in Montréal.  On 25 d’Ailleboust de 

Mantet, Legardeur de Courtemanche, Robutel de LaNoue, and their 425 man force consisting of 100 soldiers 

and 325 French Canadians departed from Laprairie; 200 Native Americans who had been hunting joined them 

                                                 
62 PAC1900-1901, p. 17. 
63 DCB, Legardeur de Courtemanche’s biography (does not provide any details regarding the voyage); Peyser, 

Letters from New France - The Upper Country 1686-1783 pp.  44-54 (Courtemanche’s Journal and introduction to 

the Journal; the journal specifically states that he did not deliver the news to the Miami or Illinois because of the 

distance); Idle, pp. 11-16; NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 516 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada 1690 

to 1691). 
64 DCB, Legardeur de Courtemanche’s biography (does not state that the fort was founded in 1691; only that he was 

the commander in 1693) and Bissot de Vincennes’s biography; Peyser, pp. 46-48.  Author’s note: I have not seen 

any contemporary documents which date the founding of the fort to 1691; however, it is possible that when 

Frontenac learned that the Miami had gone to war and left French-Canadian traders guarding their women and 

children that he sent Courtemanche back to the area of Niles to establish a small fort.   
65 DCB, Tonty’s and de Liette’s biographies; Tanner, map 6.  
66 NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 557 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada 1692 to 1693). 
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on 30 January.  On 16 February, they arrived at three Mohawk villages near Orange without being discovered.  The 

first small village was burned and all of the residents brought as prisoners to a larger village where they were 

guarded by part of the allied forces.  The third village was also set on fire the following evening and the prisoners 

brought to the larger village.  On 21 February, the officers and Native Americans debated whether they should 

attack Orange.  Although Frontenac had ordered that the warriors not be given any quarter, many warriors 

surrendered and expressed their desire to live with their relatives in New France; therefore, only 18-20 warriors were 

killed.  The allied forces captured 280 to 300 men, women, and children; the Native Americans refused to kill any 

of the prisoners.  On 22 February, having burned the large Iroquois village after they discovered that an English 

boy had escaped from Iroquois imprisonment, the combined forces departed for their return trip to New France.  

The following day, several Mohawk who had been hunting expressed their desire to join their wives and children.  

They reported that a force of 700 Native Americans were on their way to attack the French forces.  On the third 

day, a small group of Mohawk approached the captives, proposed peace, and told the captives that peace had 

already been concluded in Europe.  The commandants believed that all the talk was a ruse to delay the party so that 

the enemy could catch up, but the Native-American allies believed that the Iroquois were inclined to peace.  The 

Native-American allies also reminded the French Canadians that they had come to wage war and that they must 

oppose the enemy if they attacked.  Therefore, the allies constructed a stockaded fort.  On 27 February, scouts 

reported that the Iroquois were near and that they had fortified themselves behind fallen trees.  During the ensuing 

skirmish, four soldiers and thee settlers were killed, and 15 were wounded, including Robutel de LaNoue.  The fort 

was abandoned on 28th after the French learned that a large force of English and Dutch were on their way to 

reinforce the Iroquois.  When they arrived at Lake St. Sacrament on 2 March, several Native Americans left to 

hunt and several captives escaped.  On 4 March, when they arrived at the place where they had secreted part of their 

provisions, they found that they had been ruined by the rain.  On 11 March, the commandants sent four Native 

Americans and one or two French Canadians to Montréal with a request for immediate aid.  When they arrived in 

Montréal, Callière sent 150 men who carried provisions on their backs; the reinforcements arrived on 15 March. 

Legardeur de Courtemanche, Étienne de Villedonné, and a small group of volunteers remained behind in a small 

redoubt to guard the wounded.67  

 

Frontenac sent orders to Michilimackinac:  

May to June 1693 – Frontenac sent Pierre d’Ailleboust d’Argenteuil and 18 to 23 men, escorted by 20-27 French 

Canadian volunteers and Native Americans commanded by Charles Séraphin Margane de Lavaltrie, to convey 

Frontenac’s orders to Laporte de Louvigny at Michilimackinac.  Louvigny was ordered to make arrangements to 

bring the furs back to the settlements; he was also ordered to send as many French Canadians as possible to the 

settlements,  retaining only as many French Canadians as were necessary to guard the posts.  Louvigny was ordered 

to employ the Native Americans to help the French Canadians bring back the furs.  Although the combined party 

passed through the danger point on the Ottawa River in safety, they were attacked by the Iroquois near Montréal; 

Margane de Lavaltrie, and two other French Canadians were killed in the ambush; several others were captured 

 

Hudson Bay Company captured Fort Ste. Anne (Fort Albany) from the French: 

22 June 1693 - James Knight, governor of Hudson Bay, landed 40 men who attacked the Compagnie du Nord’s 

Fort Ste. Anne (Hudson Bay Company’s Fort Albany); the garrison was manned by only four or five men who held 

out the first night.  They abandoned the fort the next day when they saw 100 men approaching the fort.  In addition 

to the fort, its munitions, and cannon, Knight’s men captured furs valued at more than 50,000 écus.  News of the 

capture of the fort reached Québec in September.68 

 

The Illinois relocated their village from present-day Utica, Illinois, to a new one near Fort Crèvecoeur: 

1693 – The Illinois left their village near present-day Utica, Illinois, in 1693; in April 1693 they built a new chapel 

outside the fort (Fort Crèvecoeur) near present-day Peoria, Illinois.  They did not move to present-day Kaskaskia, 

Illinois, until 1703.69   

                                                 
67 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 550-552 (extracts of Champigny’s 17 August 1693 memoir); 558-561 (Monseignat’s account 

of the most notable events in Canada 1692 to 1693). 
68 NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 570 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada 1692 to 1693); Canadian 

Military History; DCB, Knight’s biography. 
69 JR, Vol. 64, pp. 157-161 and footnote 28 (move to Peoria); Wikipedia.org (move to Kaskaskia; accessed 15 

October 2009). 
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Frontenac met with the Native Americans from the Great Lakes and the Mississippi Valley: 

17 August to September 1693 – Frontenac learned that more than 200 canoes manned by Ottawa and French 

Canadians had arrived in Montréal.  The principal chiefs of each Nation met Frontenac in Trois-Rivières and 

escorted him to Montréal.  Frontenac arrived in Montréal on 28 of August; his conferences with the Native 

Americans began the next day.  Frontenac learned from Laporte de Louvigny’s letter that the Miami received 

presents from the English through Mohegan emissaries.  Shortly after the departure of the Native Americans from 

Michilimackinac, the Illinois arrived in Québec with Henri Tonty, Nicolas d’Ailleboust de Mantet, Augustin 

Legardeur de Courtemanche, and Pierre d’Ailleboust d’Argenteuil.70  

 

Frontenac altered his plans about the French Canadians, Regulars, and Militia who would be sent to 

Michilimackinac:   

August/September 1693 – The news that the Miami had received presents from the English through the Mohegan, 

prompted Frontenac to send a larger force of French Canadians, Regulars and Militia to the Great Lakes.  

Frontenac gave d’Ailleboust de Mantet and Legardeur de Courtemanche command of the forces and ordered 

them to expel the enemy from Michilimackinac if they had seized it, or prevent them from entering the post.  After 

that mission had been accomplished, d’Ailleboust de Mantet and Legardeur de Courtemanche would serve under 

Henri Tonty; while d’Ailleboust d’Argenteuil would remain at Michilimackinac as Laporte de Louvigny’s 

Lieutenant.71  

 

Frontenac ordered Perrot to settle among the Miami:  
August/September 1693 – Frontenac ordered Perrot to settle among the Miami of 

Maramek/Maramech/Maramec/Malamet “to set up between the Miamis and the other nations who might be 

susceptible to offers from the English a barrier which would thwart all such plans.”  The tribe lived in a village 

southwest of present-day Chicago on the Fox River.  In 1695, Frontenac urged the tribe to live together with the 

Miami of St. Joseph.72   

 

Frontenac ordered LeSueur to remain at Chequamegon: 

August/September 1693 – Frontenac ordered Pierre Charles LeSueur to remain at Chequamegon (present-day, 

Wisconsin) to maintain the peace that had been recently concluded between the Chippewa and the Sioux.  The area 

provided the sole access to the very profitable trade with the Sioux.  The area to the south that would have provided 

additional access to the Sioux was occupied by the Fox and Mascouten, the traditional enemies of the Sioux.  

LeSueur erected a fort on Madeleine Island, named Fort La Pointe (in Chequamegon Bay), and another one on 

Pelée Island (present-day Prairie Island near day Red Wing, Minnesota) to keep open the Bois Brûlé and St. Croix 

trading routes.73  

                                                 
70 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 568-469 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada 1692 to 1693); 
71 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 569-570 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada 1692 to 1693). 
72NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 570 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada 1692 to 1693); DCB, Perrot’s 

biography (doesn’t give the present-day location; spells the location as Marameg or Maramet); Tanner, Map 6, on p. 

32 (spells the location Maramek).  Author’s notes: The word should not be confused with Marameg which refers to 

a Chippewa band or the Marame/Marameg/Maramek River, terms that were used for the present-day Kalamazoo 

River which discharges into Lake Michigan in present-day Allegan County, near Saugatuck, Michigan.  Some 

authors, including the editors of NYCD, believe that Frontenac ordered Perrot to move to a location north of Fort St. 

Joseph; however a location near Fort St. Joseph would not be in a position to stop Native American trade with the 

English. 
73 NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 570 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada 1692 to 1693); DCB, 

LeSueur’s biography under Le Sueur; WiHC, Vol. 16, pp. 173-174; Tanner, map 6. 
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Portion of Jacques Nicolas Bellin – 1755 – Partie occidentale de la Nouvelle France ou du Canada : pour servir à 

l'intelligence des affaires et l'état present en Amerique – Available from BAnQ 

Chequamegon Bay is the bay on the southern shore of Lake Superior with islands extending on the peninsula 

 

Tonty sent Louis XIV plans for exploration: 

Circa 12 September 1693 – Henri Tonty drew a rough map of the Mississippi and sent a list to France of the 

Native-American villages along the Mississippi.  If Louis XIV wanted Tonty to continue his exploration, Tonty 

proposed to build a 50-ton ship at the Arkansas post.  Tonty planned to take solar observations on the voyage to the 

Gulf of the Mississippi and then sail to France.  Tonty believed that the Arkansas post was the best place to build 

the ship because they would not be interrupted by enemies and the area contained the wood necessary for the 

building.  Tonty included a list of the men and goods necessary to construct the ship.  If Louis XIV wished Tonty 

to make this expedition, he asked Phelypeaux de Pontchartrain to send orders to the Intendant in Rochefort to 

send the things requested in the memorandum and orders to Frontenac and Champigny.  Tonty also requested that 

Frontenac and Champigny send 24 men to transport the goods and supplies needed to Arkansas.74 

 

Louis Jolliet made a voyage to Labrador: 

Spring 1694 – François Viennay-Pachot agreed to provide financial backing for Louis Jolliet’s voyage to 

Labrador, who may have made a voyage to Labrador in 1689.  On 28 April Jolliet and a crew of 18, including a 

Récollet, departed from Québec in a ship owned by Viennay-Pachot.  They departed for Labrador on 9 June after 

Jolliet stopped for a month at Mignan where Jolliet did some fur trading and reconstructed the buildings the English 

had burned.  Jolliet charted the coastline and met the Eskimo in the area.  They departed for Québec on 15 August 

and arrived about the middle of October.  Jolliet’s journals, 16 maps, and description of the Eskimo were the most 

complete and accurate that had been made to date.  He reported that the only possible trade with the Eskimo was for 

whale and seal oil.  He applied for a 20 year privilege of trade with the Eskimo; but his request was denied.75 

 

Louis XIV sent instructions to Frontenac and Champigny regarding the fur trade: 

Circa April 1694 – Louis XIV sent instructions to Frontenac and Champigny.  He informed them that the fall in 

the prices of beaver and the overabundance of beaver resulted in a loss of profits to the Compagnie de la Ferme.  

Frontenac and Champigny must not allow François Daupin de Laforest and Henri Tonty to monopolize all of 

the trade of the upper country.  Louis XIV ordered Frontenac and Champigny to replace all of the officers 

employed at the distant posts periodically to wean them from the idea of engaging in trade and to familiarize a larger 

number of officers with the customs of the Native Americans.76  

 

 

 

 

                                                 
74 ILHC, Vol. 23, pp. 276-282 (French and English text; this is the most complete transcription of the 

memorandum); Louisiane, pp. 82-83 (incomplete text and not dated, although it does contain the request that 

Pontchartrain send orders to Frontenac and Champigny; this request was not included in ILHC). 
75 DCB, Jolliet’s biography. 
76 PAC1900-1901, p. 305-306. 
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Villieu and 200 Abenaki attacked Groton and Oyster River, New Hampshire: 

27/28 July 1694 – On 27 July, Claude Sébastien de Villieu, assisted by 200 Abenaki, captured about 40 residents 

in Groton, New Hampshire; on the following day, they killed or captured 94 – 100 in Oyster River, New 

Hampshire.77 

 

Tonty proposed carrying on La Salle’s discoveries: 

11 September 1694 – Henri Tonty wrote to Cabart de Villermont from Montréal.  He proposed to carry on La 

Salle’s discoveries.  Tonty recommended using a base on the Gulf of Mexico to attack the Spaniards, exploit the 

mines in Mexico, trade furs and buffalo, and frustrate the English plans to expand their colonies by employing some 

of the French-Canadian deserters who had been to the Gulf of Mexico.78  

 

Frontenac appointed Antoine de Lamothe, sieur de Cadillac, commandant of Michilimackinac: 

16 September 1694 – Frontenac granted Louis Laporte de Louvigny permission to spend a year in France to settle 

family affairs.  Frontenac appointed Antoine de Lamothe, sieur de Cadillac, commandant of Michilimackinac and 

of all the country beyond.79 

 

Cadillac departed for Michilimackinac: 

28 September 1694 – Cadillac left Québec for Michilimackinac with the Native Americans from the Great Lakes 

and the French traders.  Most of the French Canadians abandoned the convoy in September due to the weather.  

Nicolas d’Ailleboust de Coulonges and thirty others in the convoy, including some Algonquin and Nipissing left 

the convoy near Allumette Island.  Cadillac and a small group proceeded to Michilimackinac.80  

 

Lemoine d’Iberville’s expedition to Hudson Bay: 

September – October 1694 – D’Iberville and his brother, Joseph Lemoine de Sérigny, besieged and recaptured 

Fort York on Hudson Bay in two ships.  Louis Lemoine de Châteauguay was killed at the siege of Fort Nelson.  

This post, previously commanded by Thomas Walsh, was retaken by the English in 1696.81 

 

Cadillac arrived in Michilimackinac: 

November – December 1694 - Cadillac arrived in Michilimackinac.82 

 

 

 

                                                 
77 NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 614 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada 1694 to 1695); DCB, Villieu’s 

biography; Canadian Military History. 
78 Pierre Margry, Découverte par mer des bouches du Mississipi et établissements de Lemoyne d'Iberville sur le 

golfe du Mexique (1694-1703) (Paris: Imprimerie de D. Jouaust, 1880), hereafter Margry Volume 4, pp. 3-5; 

Weddle, The French Thorn, p. 124. 
79 PAC1900-1901, p. 92; DCB, Cadillac’s biography (under Laumet); MPHSC, Vol. 33, pp. 71-72 (excerpts from 

Cadillac and Frontenac’s letters regarding Cadillac’s promotion).   
80 NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 594 (Monseignat’s account of the most notable events in Canada 1694 to 1695); 
81 DCB, d’Iberville’s biography; JR, Vol. 64, pp. 259-267 (Gabriel Maret’s letter regarding the expedition); JR, Vol. 

65, pp. 65-117 (Gabriel Maret’s letter regarding the expedition). 
82 Farmer, p. 330. 
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