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Claude Bernou submitted Don Diego de Peiialosa’s proposal for a French Colony at the Rio Grande:

18 January 1682 — Claude Bernou submitted a second proposal to Jean Baptiste Colbert de Seignelay on behalf
of Don Diego de Pefialosa. The proposal requested Seignelay’s protection and did not request any financial help.
It called for a French colony at the Rio Bravo (Rio Grande), in a part of “Florida” that was not occupied by
Europeans, situated between the 25° and 30°. The settlement would be made up of the 1,800 French filibustiers
(freebooters, buccaneers or pirates) living in St. Dominigue (present-day Haiti). The settlement would furnish
France with the following advantages: a thriving commerce with the Native Americans; the colony could raise
cattle and other goods that could be exported to France; and there was the hope that the colonists would discover
gold, silver, copper and lead mines. Once the settlement had been established under good leaders, the filibustiers
could be used in a war against Spain and the advancement to the silver mines of New Biscay, the gold mines of San
Diego and the lead mines of Santa Barbara.?

La Salle, Tonty and their party departed for their voyage to the Gulf of Mexico:

25 January 1682 to 6 February 1682 — La Salle, Henri Tonty, André Baboeuf, Gabriel Barbier, Louis Baron,
Antoine Bassard/Brassar/Brassard, Francois de Garconnes, sieur Boisrondel/Bosrondet, Jacques Bourdon,
sieur d’Autray, Pierre Buret (Burel?), Jacques Cochois/Cauchois, La Violette (Jean Baptiste Colon/Caron dit
La Violette/Laviolette), Colin Crevel, Jean du Lignon/Dulignon, André Hénault/Hunault, Jacques La
Méterie/Lamétairie, Nicolas de La Salle, Jean Masse, Rev. Zénobe Membré, Gilles Meudret, Jean Michel,
Pierre Migneret/Menneret/Miguret, Pierre Pignabel, Pierre Prudhomme, Pierre You, and approximately 30
Native Americans departed from Pimitoui for their voyage to the Gulf of Mexico. During the voyage, La Salle’s
only compass broke and his astrolabe gave faulty latitude readings. They reached the Mississippi River, which La
Salle named the Colbert, on 6 February 1682 and were able to launch their canoes about a week later. When they
reached the Ohio River (near present-day Cairo, Illinois) La Salle was confused about its identity.3

La Salle’s men built Fort Prudhomme:
Late February 1682 — 5 March 1682 — Near the end of February, La Salle and his party stopped on the Chickasaw
Bluffs in present-day Tennessee for about ten days, waiting for Pierre Prudhomme who had been lost while he was

1 Events occurring in the St. Lawrence settlements of New France have been included in the timeline to add
perspective.

2 Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys (Chicago: Institute of Jesuit History, 1938), pp. 66-71, 78-79; Pierre Margry,
ed., Recherche des bouches du Mississipi et voyage a travers le continent depuis les cotes du Texas jusqu'a Québec
(1669-1698) (Paris: Maisonneuve et C'® Libraires-Editeurs, 1878), hereafter Margry, Volume 3, pp. 44-48; John
Gilmary Shea (editor) and Nicholas de Freytas, O.S.F., The Expedition of Don Diego Dionisio de Pefalosa,
Governor of New Mexico (New York: John G. Shea, 1882), hereafter Shea, Pefialosa, pp. 12-15 (English text of the
proposal. Note that Shea believed that Pefialosa’s Expedition was authentic); William Edward Dunn, Spanish and
French Rivalry in the Gulf Region of the United States, 1678-1702, The Beginnings of Texas and Pensacola (Austin,
Texas: University of Texas Bulletin, 20 January 1917), p. 18; Charles W. Hackett, New Light on Don Diego de
Pefialosa: Proof that He Never Made an Expedition from Santa Fe to Quivra and the Mississippi River in 1662 in
The Mississippi Historical Review (Mississippi Valley Historical Association: Vol. 6, December, 1919), p. 313; ET.
Miller, Pefialosa and the La Salle Expedition, in Southwestern Historical Quarterly (Austin, Texas, Texas State
Historical Association, October 1901), pp. 100-101.

3 Tonty, 1684 Relation, pp. 57-111; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 70-80, 93, 276 (footnote 29); Delanglez, La
Salle Calendar, pp. 278-305; Margry, Vol. 1, pp. 594-595 (Tonty’s list of those who were part of the expedition);
Ruben Gold Thwaites (editor), Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin (Madison: Democrat Printing
Company, 1888), abbreviated WiHC, Vol. 11, pp. 29-32 (possession of Quapaw/Kapaha Villages, in addition to the
men who signed the possession of Louisiana, Brassard signed the Arkansas possession), 33-35 (Possession of
Louisiana, which calls the River the Mississippi); ILHC, Vol. 1, pp. 106-113 (Jacques Lamétairie’s record of the
formal possession of Louisiana); Margry, Vol. 2, pp. 206-212 (Membré 3 June 1682 letter); Winsor, Narrative, Vol.
4, pp. 225-226; DCB, La Salle’s biography; Wikipedia.org (the exact location of Fort Prudhomme is unknown; four
locations have been suggested; accessed 12 October 2009).

1


mailto:Bluecolumbine@comcast.net
mailto:Bluecolumbine@comcast.net

French-Canadian Exploration, Missionary Work, and Fur Trading in Hudson Bay, the Great
Lakes, and Mississippi Valley During the 17" Century — Part 7 — 1682 to 1685
Diane Wolford Sheppard®© 2010, 2015, FCHSM member (bluecolumbine@comcast.net)

hunting. While they were waiting for Prudhomme, La Salle ordered his men to build another fort, which they
named Fort Prudhomme. Prudhomme was finally found starving and drifting downstream on a log. When they
broke camp to continue their journey on 5 March; some of the men, including Prudhomme, remained at the fort.*

La Salle took possession of Louisiana at the Quapaw Villages:

13-14 March 1682 — La Salle took possession of the territory of Louisiana while they were in the Quapaw villages
in present-day Arkansas. The area extended from the mouth of the River St. Louis and included all lands, peoples,
mines and rivers emptying into the River Colbert (Mississippi) from the east and west. The western boundary
extended to the mouth of the Riviére des Palmes (present-day Rio Soto la Marina which empties into the Gulf of
Mexico at La Pesca, Tamaulipas, Mexico. Tamaulipas borders present-day Texas).®

La Salle took possession of Louisiana:

7 April 1782 — fall 1682 — On 7 April, La Salle, Tonty and Bourdon began a hasty exploration of the Mississippi
Delta. La Salle, Henri Tonty, Francois de Garconnes, sieur Boisrondel/Bosrondet, Jacques Bourdon, sieur
d’Autray, Jacques Cochois/Cauchois, Jean du Lignon/Dulignon, Jacques La Méterie/Lamétairie, Nicolas de
La Salle, Jean Masse, Rev. Zénobe Membré, Gilles Meudret, Jean Michel, and Pierre You signed the formal
possession of the territory named Louisiana on 9 April 1682 near present-day Venice, Louisiana. On their return
voyage, sixty leagues from the Gulf of Mexico, La Salle chose the intended site of a future colony near the Taensa
villages at present-day Lake St. Joseph, Louisiana. La Salle continued his journey north, but fell seriously ill, and
was often delirious, at Fort Prudhomme. Tonty was sent ahead and eventually met La Salle at Michilimackinac.
La Salle sent Tonty back to build a fort at the portage of the Illinois River. La Salle intended to return to France to
report on his discovery, but fell ill; instead he sent Zénobe Membré to France to report on the voyage.®

4 Tonty, 1684 Relation, pp. 57-111; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 70-80, 93, 276 (footnote 29); Delanglez, La
Salle Calendar, pp. 278-305; Margry, Vol. 1, pp. 594-595 (Tonty’s list of those who were part of the expedition);
Ruben Gold Thwaites (editor), Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin (Madison: Democrat Printing
Company, 1888), abbreviated WiHC, Vol. 11, pp. 29-32 (possession of Quapaw/Kapaha Villages, in addition to the
men who signed the possession of Louisiana, Brassard signed the Arkansas possession), 33-35 (Possession of
Louisiana, which calls the River the Mississippi); ILHC, Vol. 1, pp. 106-113 (Jacques Lamétairie’s record of the
formal possession of Louisiana); Margry, Vol. 2, pp. 206-212 (Membré 3 June 1682 letter); Winsor, Narrative, Vol.
4, pp. 225-226; DCB, La Salle’s biography; Wikipedia.org (the exact location of Fort Prudhomme is unknown; four
locations have been suggested; accessed 12 October 2009).

5 Tonty, 1684 Relation, pp. 57-111; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 70-80, 93, 276 (footnote 29); Delanglez, La
Salle Calendar, pp. 278-305; Margry, Vol. 1, pp. 594-595 (Tonty’s list of those who were part of the expedition);
Ruben Gold Thwaites (editor), Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin (Madison: Democrat Printing
Company, 1888), abbreviated WiHC, Vol. 11, pp. 29-32 (possession of Quapaw/Kapaha Villages, in addition to the
men who signed the possession of Louisiana, Brassard signed the Arkansas possession), 33-35 (Possession of
Louisiana, which calls the River the Mississippi); ILHC, Vol. 1, pp. 106-113 (Jacques Lamétairie’s record of the
formal possession of Louisiana); Margry, Vol. 2, pp. 206-212 (Membré 3 June 1682 letter); Winsor, Narrative, Vol.
4, pp. 225-226; DCB, La Salle’s biography.

& Tonty, 1684 Relation, pp. 57-111; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 70-80, 93, 276 (footnote 29); Delanglez, La
Salle Calendar, pp. 278-305; Margry, Vol. 1, pp. 594-595 (Tonty’s list of those who were part of the expedition);
Ruben Gold Thwaites (editor), Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin (Madison: Democrat Printing
Company, 1888), abbreviated WiHC, Vol. 11, pp. 29-32 (possession of Quapaw/Kapaha Villages, in addition to the
men who signed the possession of Louisiana, Brassard signed the Arkansas possession), 33-35 (Possession of
Louisiana, which calls the River the Mississippi); ILHC, Vol. 1, pp. 106-113 (Jacques Lamétairie’s record of the
formal possession of Louisiana); Margry, Vol. 2, pp. 206-212 (Membré 3 June 1682 letter); Winsor, Narrative, Vol.
4, pp. 225-226; DCB, La Salle’s biography.
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Jean Adolphe Bocquin - Taking Possession of Louisiana and the River Mississipi // in the Name of Louis XIVth, by
Cavelier de La Salle [From Rouen] on the 9th of April 1682 // Dedicated to the General T. Beauregard, and
accompanied by an explanatory text - Available from Gallica:
http://gallica.bnf.fi/ark:/12148/btvib7916227j.r=bocquin.langEN

Louis X1V commissioned LaBarre governor and de Meulles intendant of New France:

1 May 1682 — Joseph Antoine Lefebvre de LaBarre was commissioned Governor and Jacques de Meulles de La
Source was commissioned Intendant of New France. Like Frontenac, both men were accused of being involved in
the fur trade. On 9 May Duchesneau and Frontenac were both recalled to France.”

Louis X1V issued instructions to LaBarre and de Meulles:

10 May 1682 — Louis X1V issued instructions to LaBarre. He should proceed along Lake Ontario [Frontenac] to
Lake Erie [Conty] with 500 or 600 men to strike fear into the Onondaga and Seneca who had murdered a Récollet
priest [Gabriel de Laribourde]. He must prevent the Iroquois from making war on the French, the Illinois and their
neighboring tribes. If the Illinois and their neighbors felt secure in French protection from the Iroquois, they would
be much more likely to trade with the French. He must organize the settlers into companies and trained to use arms.
LaBarre should use the services of the officers from the Carignan Regiment who remained in New France to keep

" DCB, Duchesneau’s, Frontenac’s, de Meulles’s and Lefebvre de LaBarre’s biographies; PAC1900-1901, pp. 265-
266: NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 168 (One of Louis XIV’s instructions to LaBarre informed him that the king did not think
that the discoveries in other parts of North America were of any utility. LaBarre was instructed that he should not
issue any more licenses for these voyages, but he should permit La Salle to continue his voyage to the mouth of the
Mississippi in case that, after examining La Salle’s voyage with de Meulles, LaBarre found that the discovery was
useful); Preston, pp. 36-37.
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the colonists in a state of readiness to defend themselves because the King does not intend to send troops to New
France for that purpose. He must punish the coureurs de bois who sell liquor to the Native Americans. Long
voyages of discovery are not necessary, but he must permit La Salle to finish his voyage. Louis XIV gave de
Meulles the same instructions.®

Duchesneau confirmed Plet’s exclusive trading privileges at Fort Frontenac:

14 July 1682 — Duchesneau issued an ordinance maintaining Plet’s exclusive trading privileges at Fort Frontenac.
The ordinance was issued because Duchesneau had been informed that Francgois Daupin, sieur de LaForest, was
trading at the fort.°

Two-thirds of the lower town of Québec burned in a fire:
4 August 1682 — Two-thirds of the lower town of Québec, comprising 55 houses were burned in a fire.

Frontenac held conferences with New France’s Allies:

13 August to 20 August 1682 — Frontenac held a conference with the Kiskakon Ottawa on 13 August and the
Huron, represented by Kondiaronk/Sasteretsi (a Petun/Huron chief, also known as Le Rat, the Muskrat) on 15
August in Montréal. Joseph Godefroy sieur de Vieuxpont accompanied the Native Americans from
Michilimackinac and acted as an interpreter at the conferences. Both tribes sought Frontenac’s protection against
the Iroquois because they feared that the Iroquois would take revenge on the allied tribes because of the death of
Annehac/Annanhac, a Seneca, at Michilimackinac the previous fall. The conferences lasted several days.
Frontenac also met with the Miami who wished to avenge Iroquois’ murders of their tribal members. Frontenac
refused to give them permission to go to lroquoia to attack the lroquois, although he granted them permission to
defend themselves. Frontenac urged the Kiskakon and Huron deputies to trust each other and to fortify their
villages against Iroquois attacks. He also urged them to send wampum belts to all the Ottawa tribes, as well as all
the other tribes living around the Great Lakes to warn them to be on their guard against the Iroquois. The delegates
departed on 20 August after they had been given plans to fortify their villages and a letter from Frontenac to the
Jesuits. !

Frontenac held a conference with Tegannissoren, an Onondaga:

11 September 1682 — Frontenac had a meeting with Tegannissoren, an Onondaga deputy. Sieur Lemoine
(probably Charles Lemoine sieur de Longueuil) acted as an interpreter at the conference. Tegannissoren stated
that he had come to meet with Frontenac because the Iroquois wanted peace with the French. He assured
Frontenac that they would maintain peace with the Kiskakon, Huron, and Miami. Frontenac warned them to
maintain peace with the Illinois and assured them that the death of Annehac/Annanhac was an accident between
two individuals and should be regarded as a private quarrel. Frontenac gave Tegannissoren gifts to cover the dead.
In spite of the assurances received from Tegannissoren, Frontenac believed that the lIroquois intended to make
war on New France and its Native American allies.*?

LaBarre and de Meulles planned for the defense of New France during a meeting with the clergy, military
officers, and traders:

10 October 1682 — LaBarre and de Meulles held a meeting with Bishop Laval, the Jesuits, Sulpicians, military
officers, and traders to plan for the defense of New France. Olivier Morel de la Durantaye and Daniel Greysolon
du Lhut attended the meeting. The participants informed LaBarre and de Meulles that the Iroquois had made
plain their intention to drive the French out of the west and, by acting as middlemen, to divert the fur trade from
Montréal to Albany. The council unanimously believed that the English had incited the Iroquois hostilities towards
the French Canadians and their western Native allies. After the lroquois had destroyed the Native allies, the

8 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 167-168 (excerpts from the King’s instructions); PAC1900-1901, pp. 265-266.

® PAC1900-1901, p. 77.

10 PRDQ1886-1887, p. 142.

NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 176-182 (excerpts).

12 Preston, pp. 145-146; NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 182-189 (excerpts), 190-192 (excerpts from a summary of the events
leading to the conferences); JR, Vol. 62, p. 156.
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group believed that they would then attack New France. The group agreed that they must destroy the Iroquois,
rather than just alarm them as Prouville de Tracy’s 1666 campaign had.'®

La Salle revealed his plans for exploiting his discoveries on the Mississippi:

Article part 4 - October 1682 — La Salle wrote a letter to an unknown friend, probably Bernou, from
Michilimackinac. The letter presented his early plans for exploiting his discovery and his beliefs regarding the
geography of the area surrounding the mouth of the Colbert/Mississippi. La Salle believed that the harbors at the
mouths of the River Colbert/Mississippi were in close proximity to the Spanish and that it would be easy to form a
colony there because of the abundance of provisions. The colony could be easily defended and would provide an
entrance to the whole country. Five of the eight rivers which fall into the River Colbert/Mississippi come from New
Biscay and New Mexico, where the Spaniards had found so many mines. La Salle could harass New Spain/New
Biscay and even destroy it by merely arming the Native Americans in the area.'*

Tonty and his crew built Fort St. Louis:

December 1682 to August 1683 — Tonty and his crew built Fort St. Louis at Starved Rock (Le Rocher) near present-
day Utica, Illinois; the fort was intended to guard the Shawnee village. La Salle joined them on 30 December.
During March, Tonty made a 100 league voyage to gather the Illinois to the fort; his men finished the fort in May
1683. In August, La Salle departed from the fort on the first leg of his voyage to return to France.'®

André Hunault and Jean Filiatrault built a small house and “fort” at the Chicago portage:

Winter 1682/1683 to 4 June 1683 — Two of La Salle’s men, André Hunault and Jean Filiatrault, built a small
wooden house and “fort” at the Chicago portage (present-day Des Plaines River) during the winter of 1682/1683.
By June 1683, when La Salle was at the fort, 20 men were with him. He sent Hunault and Jacques Cauchois back
to Montréal to purchase supplies such as ammunition to defend the French Canadians against the Iroquois.

The Jesuits founded a mission for the Dakota:
1683 — The Jesuits founded St. Michel, a Dakota mission, on Lake Pepin, on the Mississippi River.Y

Claude Bernou compiled the official report on La Salle’s expedition on the Mississippi:
January to March 1683 — Claude Bernou compiled the official report of La Salle’s 1682 expedition, based on letters
authored by La Salle, Tonty, and Zénobe Membré.8

LaBarre ordered Olivier Morel de LaDurantaye to establish a garrison at Michilimackinac:

May 1683 — LaBarre ordered Olivier Morel de La Durantaye to establish a garrison at Michilimackinac. The
garrison was established to regulate the fur trade and the operations of the coureurs de bois; to establish friendly
relationships with the Native Americans; and, to invite the Native Americans to come to trade their furs at
Montréal and to meet LaBarre.*®

LaBarre ordered Louis Henry de Baugy to replace Tonty as commandant at Fort St. Louis:
15 March to September 1683 — LaBarre ordered Louis Henri de Baugy to replace Tonty as commandant of Fort
St. Louis, and to seize the goods at the fort. Baugy met La Salle when he was en route. La Salle gave Baugy a

1B JR, Vol. 62, pp. 13-14, 155-164, 273, footnote 12; DCB, de Meulles’ and Lefebvre de LaBarre’s biographies;
Preston, pp. 145-146.

14 Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, p. 90; Margry, Vol. 2, pp. 288-301 (the letter also discusses his numerous
financial problems, the men who deserted him, the war with the Iroquois, the accusations that he had traded illegally
and the more than 200,000 livres that he had expended. He referred the recipient to memoirs he had enclosed and
Membré if he had any additional questions). Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys, pp. 78-81.

15 Tanner, map 6; DCB, Tonty’s biography.

6 Margry, Vol. 2, pp. 317-322 (La Salle’s 4 June 1683 letter to LaBarre).

7 Tanner, Chart: French Missions in the Great Lakes 1636-1698.

18 Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, p. 91; Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys, pp. 66-67.

19 DCB, LaDurantaye’s and LaBarre’s biographies; Dunnigan, p. 5; Winsor, Narrative, Vol. 4, p. 186.
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letter for Tonty, instructing him to treat Baugy courteously. After Baugy arrived at Fort St. Louis in September
with trade goods and some soldiers, Tonty remained at the fort to protect La Salle’s interests.?°

LaBarre ordered the establishment of a garrison at Fort Frontenac:

Circa spring 1683 — Lenoir dit Rolland, acting on La Salle’s authorization, sent men and provisions to Fort
Frontenac. LaBarre believed that La Salle had abandoned the Fort and referred to Lenoir dit Rolland and his
men as “rascals from Montréal” who had seized the fort. LaBarre sent Jacques Berté dit Champagne and 12 men
to maintain a garrison at Fort Frontenac. Supplies for the fort were sent in the names of Jacques Leber and Charles
Aubert de LaChesnaye.?

The Iroquois departed to make war on New France’s Allies:

Spring to May 1683 — Five hundred Seneca, Cayuga, and Onondaga departed for the Great Lakes to attack the
Native Americans and seize Michilimackinac. At the same time, two parties of 150 warriors were sent to attack the
Miami. When the lIroquois who had attacked the Miami departed for Iroquoia, they were ordered to proceed via
Michilimackinac so that they could reinforce those at Michilimackinac.?

Daniel Greysolon Du Lhut returned to Michilimackinac accompanied by Claude Greysolon, sieur de
LaTourette:

Spring/Summer 1683 to 1685 — Daniel Greysolon Du Lhut returned to Michilimackinac with a three year
commission in the Western Great Lakes and upper Mississippi Valley. His brother, Claude Greysolon, sieur de
LaTourette, and 15 canoes of traders accompanied Du Lhut. When he reached Michilimackinac, Du Lhut
commandeered the services of the traders to help fortify Michilimackinac, as well as the Native American villages
and the Jesuit’s quarters. Du Lhut planned to explore and find a route to the Pacific. Claude Greysolon sieur de
LaTourette went north to negotiate with the Assiniboine and Cree tribes who had been trading with the English at
Hudson Bay. As Du Lhut was making his preparations for his exploration, he received word that he was to take
part in LaBarre’s 1684 expedition against the Iroquois the following year. 2

LaBarre sent reinforcements to Michilimackinac:

Spring to summer 1683 — LaBarre sent a convoy of thirty men in six canoes with lead and powder to occupy the
French and Native forts at Michilimackinac. He wrote to the traders at Michilimackinac, asking them to take one
man from each canoe to reinforce the men in the convoy. Du Lhut was at Michilimackinac when LaBarre’s men
arrived. Du Lhut employed his traders and some of the Native Americans to further fortify the posts/forts.
LaBarre later issued congés to the 30 men he sent to Michilimackinac and additional congés to those who had been
detached from the traders at Michilimackinac to compensate them for the work that was done to fortify
Michilimackinac. After Du Lhut’s scouts returned with news that the lroquois had departed, Du Lhut left

20 DCB, Morel de la Durantaye’s, Baugy’s and LaBarre’s biographies; Tonty, 1684 Relation, p. 113; Dunnigan, p. 5;
Weddle, Wreck of the Belle, p. 86; Winsor, Narrative, Vol. 4, p. 186; Preston, pp. 130-132; NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 204
(extracts of LaBarre’s correspondence).

ZLNYCD, Vol. 9, p. 204 (extracts of LaBarre’s correspondence); 213-216 (abstracts from La Salle’s memo regarding
LaBarre’s seizure of Fort Frontenac). Author’s note: La Salle maintained that LaBarre forced Lenoir dit Rolland to
abandon the fort. He also alleged that LaBarre was in partnership with Leber and Aubert de LaChesnaye who had
over 100 canoes trading on their account. La Salle also alleged that Leber and Aubert de LaChesnaye drove away
all of La Salle’s soldiers and that LaBarre refused to allow LaForest to return to Fort Frontenac unless he became
their partner.

22 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 201-202 (extracts of correspondence).

23 DCB, Daniel and Claude Greysolon’s biographies; Tanner, map 6; Dunnigan, pp. 21, 25, 355 (fortifications at
Michilimackinac); Kent, pp. 65-67 (On 14 April 1684, LaBarre permitted Philippe Gauthier de Comporté, Frangois
Viennay-Pachot, Francois Hazeur and Charles Aubert de LaChesnaye to send six canoes of merchandise to
Michilimackinac; the merchandise would permit their traders who had been commandeered in 1683 to help fortify
Michilimackinac).
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Michilimackinac to establish his posts which were designed to stop the Native Americans from proceeding to
Hudson Bay to trade with the Hudson Bay Company.?*

Tonty built a fort and house on the Arkansas River:
1683 — Henri Tonty built a fort and house on a huge parcel of land on the Arkansas River that he had received from
La Salle.?®

Louis XIV believed that La Salle’s discoveries were useless:

5 August 1683 — Louis XIV agreed with LaBarre’s opinion that La Salle’s discoveries were useless. The King
believed that such enterprises must be prevented in the future. On 6 September 1683 Colbert de Seignelay
succeeded his father as minister of the Colonies.?

The Iroquois attacked and captured French-Canadian traders:

10 August 1683 to 19 March 1684 — Jacques Baston, Laurent Benoit dit Livernois, Mathieu Brunet dit Létang,
Antoine Desrosiers dit Lafresniere, Jean Desrosiers dit Dutremble, Martin Foisy, Jean Haudecoeur, Jean
Lahaie, René Legardeur sieur de Beauvais, Francois Lucas dit Dontigny, Jacques Mongeau, Joseph
Montenon, sieur LaRue, Jean Pilote and Eustache Prévost, partners in a trading voyage to the Illinois, departed
from Michilimackinac on 10 August 1683. They arrived at the Teakiky (Kankakee) River on 4 December and were
forced to winter there because of the weather. During February and March, bands of Iroqueis used subterfuge and
disguises to speak to the traders. The Iroquois then stole their trade goods and canoes and captured the traders.
They were finally released at the River Chicagou with two small guns and some lead on 14 March. On 19 March,
they met 30 Mascoutin who they had met earlier and who were on their way to attack the Iroquois. The
Mascoutin gave them four old men who guided them to a Fox village so that they could return home. When they
arrived in Quebec, they reported what had happened to them to LaBarre and wrote a report on 28 May. The
Iroquois, meanwhile, moved south to attack Fort St. Louis (see entry for 21 March 1684).?7

Francois Boisguillot acted as temporary commandant of Michilimackinac:
August 1683 to May 1684 — During the absence of Du Lhut and LaDurantaye, Francois Boisguillot acted as
commandant of Michilimackinac.?®

Du Lhut ordered the trial of three Native Americans who murdered two traders near Keweenaw:

Summer to November 1683 — Three sons of Achiganaga, a Chippewa (Sauteux) chief, and Folavoine, a
Menominee, murdered Jacques le Maire and Colin Berthelot, who were trading near Keweenaw, and stole their
goods. Folavoine arrived at Sault Ste. Marie with a number of Chippewa in October. Claude Albanel, S.J., and
his staff of 11 asked Du Lhut to arrest Folavoine because the Jesuits feared reprisals from the Chippewa. Du Lhut
rushed to the Sault with six French Canadians, including Jean Enjalran, S.J. The French-Canadian traders
helped Du Lhut round up the suspects who were tried at Michilimackinac in November before a council of Native

2 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 202, 209 (extracts of LaBarre’s correspondence); DCB, Greysolon du Lhut/Dulhut’s
biography; WiHC, Vol. 16, pp. 110-113; Dunnigan, p. 5 (stated that du Lhut was commandant at Michilimackinac
prior to the arrival of Morel de LaDurantaye).

% John Gilmary Shea, History of the Catholic Missions among the Indian Tribes of the United States, 1529-1854
(New York: Edward Dunigan and Brother, 1855), p. 438.

% PAC1900-1901, p. 266; Jaenen, p. 169; Wikipedia.org (JB Colbert’s and Colbert de Seignelay’s biographies,
accessed 28 September 2009).

27 Margry, Vol. 2, pp. 338-345; LAC, Mikan # 2318653; Tonty, 1684 Relation, p. 115; Winsor, Narrative, VVol. 4, p.
188. Author’s note: The Iroquois told the traders that Msgr. Lemoine told them to make war on the Native
Americans and to plunder any French Canadians that they saw. See Eccles, Frontenac, pp. 162-165 for a
discussion of the capture of the traders and the accusation that LaBarre authorized the Iroquois to plunder the canoes
of any French Canadians who did not have a license from the Governor. Eccles states that the assertions that
LaBarre gave the Iroquois permission to pillage La Salle’s canoes are very dubious and that the assertion that
LaBarre instructed the Iroquois to pillage any canoes not carrying his passport was written 30 years after the event.
Eccles also believes that “it was more likely to have been Frontenac than LaBarre who gave the Iroquois this
dangerous privilege.”

B WiHC, Vol. 16, pp. 110-113, 114-125; Winsor, Narrative, Vol. 4, p. 195; Kent, pp. 71-73
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Americans and French Canadians in the area. Prior to the trial, the traders from Keweenaw wrote to Du Lhut;
they urged mercy on the suspects because they feared a retaliatory attack. Although all four were found guilty, only
two were executed before 42 French Canadians and 400 Native Americans: Achiganaga’s eldest son and
Folavoine. The following French Canadians helped arrest or guard the prisoners: Nicolas d’Ailleboust de Mantet,
Baribeau/Baribaud (Louis?), Francois Boisguillot, Francois Chavigny de LaChevrotiere, Jean Fafard dit
Macons, Chevalier de Fourcille, Denis Joseph Juchereau de LaFerté, La Chardonniére, Lafortune,
Legardeur de Repentigny, Lemaire/Le Mere, and Jean Péré. In Du Lhut’s report of this event written at
Michilimackinac on 12 April 1684, he stated that he attached a list of the French Canadians that made up the
detachment (the list was not attached to the translation, although his letter names many of them); he stated that he
had not permitted the traders to take their trade goods because this was not a trading expedition, but he hoped that if
they were unable to dispose of their goods, “you would be kind enough to continue them for a year, so that they may
have an opportunity to do their trading.”?®
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Portion of Claude Allouez,S.J., and Jacques Marquette, S.J., Map of Lake Superior — Courtesy of BANQ:
http://services.bang.qc. ca/sdx/cep/document xsp?id= 0002663534&db notice&app=ca.BAnQ.sdx.cep&field=auteur

nav&value="[dD].*&mode=alpha&col=*&p=1&dbrgp=list_notice&qgid=sdx_ql
The Keewenaw Peninsula is at the far upper left of the map; Sault Ste. Marie is on the upper right; and
Michilimackinac is on the lower right

The Jesuits made the decision to abandon the Illinois missions:

October 1683 — Allouez had been working with the Ilinois and Miami. Although he was able to abolish most of
their superstitious fasts, instructing them was difficult because famine forced them to move frequently. He also
encountered many Shawnee (Chaouanon) who had been forced to leave their homes because of Iroquois attacks.
As of 21 October 1683, Thierry Beschefer, S.J., superior of all the Jesuit missions, had made the decision to
abandon the Illinois mission due to the lroquois attacks and their determination to exterminate all of the Western
Tribes. Beschefer reported that additional missionaries were needed for the Great Lakes Missions because four of
the seven missionaries were ill or infirm. He reported that the missionaries were only been able to maintain the
missions because of the services provided by Louis Leboesme and Gilles Mazier, the donnés.®

Spain declared war on France:
26 October 1683 — Spain declared war against France after France invaded the Spanish Netherlands.3!

Several French Canadians sailed for France:
November 1683 — La Salle sailed for France on the Sainte Honoré with Nika and another Shawnee, Nicolas de La
Salle, Gabriel Barbier and Lespérance/L’Espérance. Pierre Lemoine d’Iberville, Pierre Esprit Radisson,

2 WiHC, Vol. 16, pp. 114-125 (Du Lhut’s 12 April 1684 letter about the incident); Winsor, Narrative, Vol. 4, pp.
187-188; DCB, Du Lhut’s biography (incorrectly dates the murder and arrests in 1684).

30 JR, Vol. 62, pp. 16-17; 204-213;

31 Wikipedia.org. (entry for Treaty of Regensburg, accessed 2 March 2010).
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Médard Chouart de Groiseilliers and Jean Baptiste Louis Franquelin also left for France in November. The
ships arrived in La Rochelle in December or early January.*?

La Salle realized that he needed royal backing in order to exploit his discoveries:

December 1683/January 1684 — While he was in Rochefort, Rouen, and Paris, La Salle attempted to form a
company of merchants with the intent of founding a colony among the Taensa tribe, sixty leagues north of the Gulf
of the Mississippi. When this plan failed, La Salle realized that he would need royal backing in order exploit his
discoveries, so he contacted Renaudot and Bernou and enlisted their help to obtain Royal support for the
exploitation of his discoveries. He also learned that Colbert de Seignelay was more interested in an expedition
against New Biscay than a colony in Louisiana.®

Don Diego de Pefialosa’s third proposal:

January 1684 — A third proposal was presented to Louis XIV on behalf of Don Diego de Pefialosa. The plan
requested commissions for Pefialosa and Michel de Grammont, a French pirate. The commanders would gather
1,000 to 1,200 French filibustiers (buccaneers or pirates) from the coast of Santo Domingo/St. Domingue (present-
day Dominican Republic and Haiti), establish a French garrison, seize the mines and province of New Biscay, and
send back to France up to 25 million livres of silver bars in the ships requested for the expedition. Penalosa’s
proposal suggested that his plan could be combined with La Salle’s. La Salle’s forces of 200 French and 15,000
Native Americans would march overland from the Mississippi (the Spanish Rio Bravo) to New Biscay (explained
in more detail below). The two methods for the conquest of New Biscay could be employed without any great
expenditure; one or both proposals could be used to attack New Biscay from two different quarters, using the two
ships requested by Pefialosa. The first ship would go to the Panuco River (the Panuco enters the Gulf of Mexico
immediately south of present-day Tampico, Mexico), while the second could go to the mouth of the “new river,”
sixty leagues away.**

La Salle’s Proposals:

January and February 1684 — Francois de Calliere, one of Louis XIV’s secretaries and older brother of Louis
Hector de Calliere (future governor of New France) arranged for La Salle to present two proposals to Colbert de
Seignelay. Neither memoir was dated. Although La Salle’s proposals incorporated parts of Pefialosa’s scheme,
neither proposal suggested combining La Salle’s proposal with Pefialosa’s. The shorter and less specific memoir
stated that La Salle had gathered at Fort St. Louis more than 18,000 Native Americans of many diverse nations.
He proposed to conquer the rich silver mines in New Biscay, a province which adjoined the River
Colbert/Mississippi. La Salle insisted that the Colbert/Mississippi had a fine port that was navigable by ships for
more than 100 leagues, and by small boats more than 500 leagues. The more detailed proposal discussed the
necessity of an expedition to take possession of Louisiana. He proposed a colony on the Colbert/Mississippi sixty
leagues from the Gulf of Mexico, a port or two that would make France the master of the whole continent and the
conquest of the Spanish colonies and mines. He described the location of New Biscay and its proximity to the
Rivers Seignelay (present-day Red River) and the Panuco. If the war with Spain continued, La Salle proposed to
leave France with 200 men and pick up 50 filibustiers in St. Domingue. Fifty men from New France and 4,000
Native Americans from Fort St. Louis would descend the Colbert/Mississippi and recruit additional Native
Americans on their descent. The total Native-American army would number 15,000. La Salle would divide his
army into three divisions; two divisions would attack the extremities of New Biscay, while the third division would
attack the center of New Biscay. La Salle was certain that his plan would succeed; whereas if New Biscay was
attacked by the River Panuco or by sea, the Spanish would be able to occupy the passes, making the conquest more
difficult (a reference to Peiialosa’s plan). La Salle was certain that the French could draw from the mines more
than the Spanish; in addition, it might be possible to open a passage to the South Sea. La Salle asked for a vessel of

32 Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 86-87; DCB, La Salle’s, Radisson’s, de Groiselliers’s, Franquelin’s, and
d’Tberville’s biographies; Jean Delanglez, S.J., Ph.D., Franquelin, Mapmaker in Mid-America (Chicago: Loyola
University, Vol. 25, January, 1943, 29-74), abbreviated, Delanglez, Franquelin, pp. 33-34. Reprinted in Mildred
Mott Wedel, A Jean Delanglez, S.J., Anthology (New York and London: Garland Press: 1985).

33 Delanglez, Franquelin, p. 35; Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys, pp. 81-82; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp.
86-103; DCB, La Salle’s biography.

34 Shea, Pefialosa, pp. 16-20; Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys, pp. 67-72; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp.
91-92; Margry, Vol. 3, pp. 42-63.
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30 guns, a 40-50 ton barque, the power to recruit 200 men in France, provisions for six months, cannon for a fort,
necessary arms and supplies, and pay for the men for one year. The expenses would be repaid shortly by the duties
that could be charged on commerce (a separate memo regarding the duties was also submitted). La Salle was
certain that the Native Americans could be gathered during the winter of 1684/1685 and the conquest completed by
spring 1685. La Salle preferred recruiting men himself from among different trades, rather than soldiers. The
memoir closed with a detailed list of what would be needed for the expedition. Both memoirs were filled with
outright lies, wild exaggerations, and were wholly impractical, especially concerning La Salle’s ability to control the
filibustiers or pirates and 15,000 Native Americans. Shortly after the presentation of the proposals, Calliere
arranged for a meeting between La Salle and Pefalosa.®®

Pefalosa presented another proposal:

February 1684 — Pefialosa presented another proposal to Seignelay and Louis XIV. This memoir stated that
Peiialosa’s and La Salle’s proposals would complement each other. Pefialosa suggested that during the winter of
1684/1685, La Salle would spread alarm in the part of New Biscay which is located towards the river he had
discovered. Pefialosa and his army of filibustiers would penetrate New Biscay from Panuco across to the Pacific.
In the future, Pefialosa and La Salle would be able to aid each other for common protection and divide their
conquests according to the Louis XIV’s orders into two rich governments that would bring great wealth to France
each year.¢

Louis X1V ordered LaBarre to restore Fort Frontenac to La Salle:

Winter 1684 to 10 April 1684 — La Salle presented a petition to Colbert de Seignelay for the restoration of Fort
Frontenac. On 10 April 1684 Louis X1V ordered LaBarre to repair all the wrongs that he had done to La Salle and
to restore all property that belonged to La Salle to Francois Daupin, sieur de LaForest. LaBarre was further
ordered that he should give La Salle and LaForest all the help and protection that they might need. Louis XIV was
satisfied that La Salle had not abandoned Fort Frontenac.*’

Claude Bernou gathered geographical information about New France:

Winter/Spring 1684 to 1703 — Bernou gathered maps and geographical information from La Salle, Pefialosa,
Radisson, Chouart de Groiseilliers, and indirectly, from the Hudson Bay Company. Bernou supplied the
information to Vincenzo Coronelli so that Coronelli could include the information in the map and globes
commissioned for Louis XIV. In Coronelli’s L ’Amérique septentrionale, the Mississippi River is displaced too far
to the west; it empties into the Gulf of Mexico a short distance north of the Rio Bravo (the present-day Rio Grande).
During the same time, Jean Baptiste Louis Franquelin was ordered to act as La Salle’s draftsman while he was in
Paris. During the first six months of 1684, he drew the only signed map of La Salle’s journey on the Mississippi to
the Gulf of Mexico. La Salle’s conception of the Mississippi’s location was also incorporated into Franquelin’s
1684 map of Louisiana. In Franquelin’s 1688 Carte De [’Amérique Septentrionalle, the Mississippi makes a sharp
turn to the west and joins the Rio Bravo before turning sharply to the east and emptying in an intricate delta into the
western end of the Gulf of Mexico. La Salle successfully duped Louis XIV, his ministers and cartographers into
thinking that the Mississippi was located more than 600 miles farther west than its location in Louisiana. An
accurate map of the Mississippi was not drawn until after Pierre Lemoine d’Iberville’s 1698 and 1699 expeditions

% Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys, pp. 72-99; B. F. French, Historical Collections of Louisiana, Embracing
Many Rare and Valuable Documents Relating to the Natural, Civil and Political History of that State (New York:
Wiley and Putnam, 1846), abbreviated French, Louisiana, pp. 37-44, 25-34 (La Salle proposals); Margry, Vol. 2, pp.
359-369 and Vol. 3, pp. 17-28; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 93-94; DCB, La Salle’s biography; Jaenen, pp.
169-170 (1 February 1684 Bernou letter to Renaudot recommending what should be included in La Salle’s
proposal); Winsor, Vol. 4, pp. 233-234. Author’s note: Although the memoirs were probably written and presented
by Renaudot or one of his group, parts of the memoirs were based on memaoirs written by Bernou. In spite of La
Salle’s assertions, navigation on the Mississippi delta was blocked by petrified tree trunks. Historians hold widely
divergent views about how much of the language contained in the proposals was actually written by La Salle, versus
Renaudot or Bernou.

% Shea, Pefialosa, pp. 20-21; Margry, Vol. 3, pp. 63-70; Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys, pp. 73-74, 77.

37 NYCD, Vol. 9, pp. 213-216 (abstracts from La Salle’s memo regarding LaBarre’s seizure of Fort Frontenac),
216-221 (memoir regarding La Salle’s expenses at Fort Frontenac and its importance); Margry, Vol. 3, pp. 28-30,
30-36; Jaenen, pp. 172-173.

10


mailto:Bluecolumbine@comcast.net

French-Canadian Exploration, Missionary Work, and Fur Trading in Hudson Bay, the Great
Lakes, and Mississippi Valley During the 17" Century — Part 7 — 1682 to 1685
Diane Wolford Sheppard®© 2010, 2015, FCHSM member (bluecolumbine@comcast.net)

to the Gulf of Mexico. Claude Delisle’s Carte du Mexique et de la Floride was published by his son Guillaume in
1703.%8

Portion of Vincenzo Coronelli’s Globe showing North America — courtesy of Wikipedia.org. “The position of the
Mississippi reflects La Salle’s belief.
Also see the visual presentation of the globes at Gallica: http://expositions.bnf.fr/globes/expo/salle1/07.htm

% Delanglez, Franquelin, pp. 34-36; Jean Delanglez, S.J., Ph.D., Documents: The Sources of the Delisle Map of
America, 1703 (Chicago: Loyola University, Vol. 25, pp. 275-298), reprinted in Mildred Mott Wedel, A Jean
Delanglez, S.J., Anthology (New York and London: Garland Press: 1985), pp. 275, 284-285; Delanglez, Some La
Salle Journeys, pp. 79-80; DCB, Franquelin’s biography; Louis De Vorsey, Jr., The Impact of the La Salle
Expedition of 1682 on European Cartography in Galloway, La Salle and His Legacy — Frenchmen and Indians in
the Lower Mississippi Valley, pp. 71-74; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 87, 96-97; Jaenen, pp. 169-170, 173-
176 (Bernou’s letters to Renaudot regarding the maps, including the fact that La Salle must supply Bernou with a
copy of his map for the Coronelli globes, and notes or corrections of Bernou’s account of La Salle’s expedition to
the Gulf of Mexico); Nute, pp. 202-203; Winsor, Narrative, VVol. 4, pp. 227-237.
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Source gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliothéque nationale de France

Vincenzo Coronelli’s Map of North America 1688 — America settentrionale colle nuove scoperte. .. / descritta dal P.

M. Coronelli... — Available from Gallica: http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b530274802.r=.langEN
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Jean Béf)tiste Louis Frénquelin 1685 1688‘—.Améridue septe’rvzrton.lle /i i.. septentrionale] : composée, corigée,
et augmeétee, sur les iournaux, mémoires, et observations les plus justes qui en on'etes.tes en l'année 1685 & 1686,
par plusieurs particuliés / — Available from the Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov/item/2002622263/
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Colbert de Seignelay made preparations for La Salle’s expedition:

4 March 1684 — Colbert de Seignelay ordered Jean Paul Terin de Cussy (governor of Tortuga, an island north of
St. Domingue, present-day Haiti and the base for filibustier operations in the Gulf of Mexico) to gather all the
filibustiers off the coast of St. Domingue for an expedition against the Spanish in New Biscay in October or
November. Colbert de Seignelay promised to send more precise details regarding the expedition against New
Biscay when Louis X1V sent forces from France to join the filibustiers. On 23 March, Colbert de Seignelay issued
a statement listing all that the king had granted to La Salle. In late March, Bernou suggested to Renaudot that if
Pefialosa joined de Cussy in St. Domingue before the end of the year, he could carry out his plan in the spring of
1685. Bernou believed that the success of Pefialosa’s plan would be beneficial to La Salle.®

The Iroquois attacked Fort St. Louis:

21 March 1684 — Henry Tonty, Louis Henri de Baugy and their men, along with their Illinois allies, held off a 200
warrior Iroquois siege at Fort St. Louis. Olivier Morel de LaDurantaye, in response to a request for help, reached
the fort on 21 May with 60 soldiers and brought LaBarre’s orders that Tonty leave the fort.*

Louis X1V commissioned La Salle to command an expedition in North America:
14 April 1684 — Louis XIV commissioned La Salle to command an expedition to North America; to subject
numerous Native tribes to French dominion; and to convert the Native Americans. He ordered La Salle to take

3% Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys, pp. 82-83; Margry, Vol. 2, p. 377; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 95,
98, 103.

“0DCB; Tonty’s, Baugy’s, de Meulles’ and LaBarre’s biographies; Tonty, 1684 Relation, pp. 113-117; Winsor,
Narrative, Vol. 4, p. 188.
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possession of the country from Fort St. Louis to New Biscay; keep the soldiers in good order, and maintain trade
and traffic. Louis XIV gave La Salle permission to appoint governors and special commanders. He was given all
of the powers of commandant, including wages, right, fruits, profits, revenues, and emoluments until otherwise
ordered. On the same day, Seignelay sent orders to Dumont, acting intendant/munitioner at Rochefort, informing
him that Louis XIV had granted La Salle the Joly to go to Canada with 200 men. He ordered Dumont to prepare
the Joly for the expedition and hire 60-70 sailors. He was informed that La Salle would pay the expenses of 100
soldiers, while Louis XIV would pay the expenses for 100. Seignelay enclosed the orders for provisions for six
months for the men who would embark on the Joly and the order to the treasurer to supply the funds for the sailors.*

Colbert de Seignelay issued orders for LaBarre and de Meulles:

14 April 1684 — Colbert de Seignelay gave Frangois Daupin de LaForest letters for LaBarre and de Meulles
which ordered them to restore Fort Frontenac to LaForest for La Salle, allow him to take charge of all effects
possessed by La Salle, and permit LaForest to join La Salle at Fort St. Louis des Illinois with 12 men and some
merchandise.*?

Louis X1V issued commissions for La Salle’s expedition:

15 April 1684 — Louis X1V issued a commission for Alphonse Tonty as a commander of one of the infantry
companies which would depart on the Joly for La Salle’s expedition; the Marquis de La Sablonniére was
commissioned as a lieutenant in Tonty’s company. Sieur de Valigny, commander of another company was given
commissions for Jacques Bourdon sieur Dautray, Gabriel Barbier and Colin Crevel de Moranget (La Salle’s
nephew). Unlike the other men granted a commission, Jacques Bourdon, sieur Dautray, may not have been in
France.*®

Disagreements between La Salle and Alphonse Tonty:

Spring through June 1684 - La Salle promised Alphonse Tonty that he would make an advance payment on his
salary. Prior to their departure, La Salle learned that Tonty made disparaging remarks about La Salle in the
presence of LaForest, Gabriel Barbier, and Franquelin. This led La Salle to withhold part of the advance
payment and to refuse to employ Tonty on the expedition. After Taneguy Le Gallois de Beaujeau, the newly
appointed commander of the Joly, interceded, La Salle changed his mind, but wanted to confront Tonty about the
remarks. Tonty refused; La Salle, near the end of June, once again refused to take Tonty on the expedition.*

Disagreements between La Salle and Beaujeau:

April to July 1684 — As La Salle made preparations for his expedition numerous difficulties arose. Many of the
difficulties arose because of conflicts between La Salle and Beaujeau. The conflicts included disagreements over
estimates about the duration of the voyage, the provisions necessary, the number of passengers, the authority of the
two men, and the fact that La Salle delayed revealing the final destination to Beaujeau; vacillating between
carrying out his expedition via the St. Lawrence or the Gulf of Mexico. On 29 May, La Salle agreed to a schedule
which would take them to St. Dominigue and then the “far end of the Gulf of Mexico”; however, he changed his
mind about his final destination several times prior to departure. La Salle’s secretiveness about the final destination
for the expedition meant that Beaujeau was not able to adequately inform himself or his pilots about the navigation
of the Gulf of Mexico, its weather, winds and currents.*

41 Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys, p. 84; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, p. 95; Margry, Vol. 2, pp. 378-383;
NYCD, Vol. 9, p. 225.

42 PAC1900-1901, p. 268.

43 Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, p. 109; Margry, Vol. 2, pp. 386-387 (orders); PAC1900-1901, p. 268. Regarding
the issue of whether Bourdon was in France when the orders were issued, see: ILHC, Vol. 23, p. 19, footnote 1,
states that Bourdon d’Autray was in France during 1683-1684; 37-38 (La Salle’s 1 September 1683 letter to his men
at Fort St. Louis. Bourdon d’Autray was one of the men who accompanied La Salle to Michilimackinac; La Salle
stated that Bourdon d’Autray would bring goods back to the fort at Chicago or Fort St. Louis during the spring of
1684, while La Salle returned to France); however, also see: ILHC, Vol. 1, p. 116 (Beckwith believed that Bourdon
was in France with Barbier and Nicolas La Salle).

4 Delanglez, Franquelin, p. 34; Margry, Vol. 2, pp. 426-431; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, p. 109.

45 DCB, La Salle’s biography; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 102-103, 104-145; Delanglez, Franquelin, pp.
34-36; Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys, pp. 85-90.
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La Salle gave orders to LaForest:

July to August 1684 — La Salle provided new orders for LaForest. Once LaForest arrived in New France, he was
to gather La Salle’s men and property and bring them to Fort St. Louis with orders for Tonty. Instead of remaining
at Fort St. Louis and meeting La Salle, LaForest was to return to Fort Frontenac. In August, La Salle informed
Seignelay that he was afraid that LaBarre would use the Iroquois as an excuse to prevent LaForest from making
the journey to the Illinois. If LaForest was not able to go to Fort St. Louis, La Salle planned to travel north on the
Mississippi to meet the Illinois warriors while his fort on the lower Mississippi was being built. La Salle promised
Seignelay that within six months, Seignelay would hear of La Salle’s departure to attack the Spaniards.*

French Canadians and Native Americans departed from Michilimackinac to join LaBarre’s expedition
against the Seneca:

19 July 1684 — LaDurantaye, Du Lhut, and Perrot left Michilimackinac with 500 French Canadians and Native
Americans to join LaBarre’s expedition against the Seneca. Jean Enjalran, S.J., encouraged the Huron and
Ottawa to join the expedition.*’

La Salle’s expedition to North America:

24 July to 18 December 1684 — La Salle’s expedition of 300 - 400 people left La Rochelle in four ships: the Joly,
the Belle, the Aimable and the Saint Francois with 20 other ships bound for Canada and the Caribbean. The
bowsprit on the Joly broke three days later; the ship was repaired at Rochefort and departed on 1 August 1684,
bound for St. Dominigue. On about 21 August, Beaujeau sent word to La Salle, requesting that they stop in
Madeira for water and fresh provisions. La Salle refused, stating that they would lose eight to ten days and that the
secrecy of the expedition would be compromised. More than 50 men became ill on the journey to the Caribbean.
The Joly dropped anchor on 27 September at Petit Goave (a coastal town 42 miles southwest of present-day Port au
Prince, Haiti). La Salle became ill and delirious on 30 September; during his delirium he said that he had betrayed
Colbert de Seignelay. The Belle and the Aimable arrived on 2 October. On 18 or 20 October, they received word
that the Saint Francois, a ketch (sailing vessel with two masts) that carried the expedition’s provisions and supplies,
had been captured by Spanish pirates. They were visited by Michel de Bégon (intendant of the islands and father
of Michel de Bégon, future intendant of New France), Terin de Cussy (governor of Tortuga) and de Franquenet
(governor of Dominigue). Bégon and Cussy had come to arm the filibustiers/buccaneers for an expedition against
Santa Domingo (present-day Dominican Republic). La Salle’s party would have been part of the expedition but
when they arrived, they found that Michel de Grammont’s fleet of 25 pirate vessels had departed. La Salle’s
problems compounded: several others fell ill and some died; additional supplies and provisions had to be acquired,;
and several men deserted to the pirates on the island, forcing La Salle to recruit additional men from amongst the
filibustiers. Finally, Beaujeau was forced to rely on pirates for information regarding the Gulf of Mexico and their
final destination because La Salle had been so secretive about their destination. The three ships finally set sail at
midnight 25 November, with La Salle aboard the Aimable. They sailed northwest bound for Cape St. Antoine, a
cape on present-day Cuba’s western coast. They reached the cape on 11 December. While they were at the Cape,
La Salle informed Beaujeau in writing that “his river” was located at 28°20°, at the very end of the Gulf. They
would rendezvous at the Bay of Spiritu Santo and afterward La Salle would follow the coast to his river. They
departed on 18 December for the end of the Gulf.*

46 Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 132-133; Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys, pp. 90-91(Delanglez believed
that Margry “concocted” the August letter).

47 DCB, LaDurantaye’s, Du Lhut’s, Enjalran’s and Perrot’s biographies; Winsor, Narrative, Vol. 4, p. 189.

48 DCB, La Salle’s biography; Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 104-145; Weddle, Three Primary Documents,
pp. 71-81 (Galloway’s introduction to Minet’s Journal of the expedition to the Gulf of Mexico), 83-93 (Minet’s
Journal, annotated by Weddle); Henri Joutel, William C. Foster (editor), Johanna S. Warren (translator), The La
Salle Expedition to Texas, 1684-1687 (Austin, Texas: Texas State Historical Association, 1998), pp. 49-64;
Delanglez, Some La Salle Journeys, pp. 92-96 (discussion of La Salle’s intentions, his orders, the varied latitudes
given for the mouth of the Mississippi, and La Salle’s statements that his expedition preceded another, that of
Pefialosa or d’Estrées). Author’s notes: Minet’s and Joutel’s journals are the only authentic journals of the
expedition to the Gulf of Mexico. The authenticity/authorship of the Journals attributed to Zénobe Membré,
Anastase Douay, and Jean Cavelier have been called into question by historians, most notably by Jean Delanglez,
S.J.
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LaBarre’s expedition against the Iroquois:

August 1684 — LaBarre established himself at Anse de la Famine, (Mexico Bay, northeast of present-day Oswego,
New York) a marshy cove on Lake Ontario that was difficult to defend. Fever ravaged the troops and their
provisions ran out. Initial contact with the lroquois was made on 29 August. The Onondaga, Oneida, and
Cayuga offered to meet with LaBarre. The Mohawk and Seneca, fearing Governor Thomas Dongan, refused to
meet with LaBarre; they were represented by one of LaBarre’s prisoners. The lroquois let LaBarre know that
they would dictate the peace terms. The Iroquois were willing to make peace with the Miami, but they refused to
stop their hostilities against the Illinois. LaBarre was forced to accept the humiliating terms which abandoned their
allies, the Illinois. LaBarre’s acceptance led to his replacement as governor on 1 January 1685 by Jacques René
de Brisay de Denonville

Treaty of Regensburg:
15 August 1684 — The Treaty of Regensburg agreed to by Louis X1V, Charles 11 of Spain and his ally, Leopold |
(Holy Roman Emperor), ended the brief war between Spain and France.*

La Durantaye, Du Lhut, and Perrot learned that LaBarre’s expedition failed:

6 September 1684 — Shortly after they arrived at Niagara, LaDurantaye, Du Lhut, Perrot and their men received
word that LaBarre’s expedition against the Iroquois had failed. La Durantaye brought word that he had heard
from a Miami chief that more than 1,000 Illinois were coming to aid the French when they learned of the
expedition.>°

Du Lhut’s men built posts on Lake Superior:

1684 and 1685 — Du Lhut built a small supply post at the St. Croix portage in present-day Wisconsin, a post called
Fort La Tourette on Lake Nipigon at the mouth of Ombabika River (north of Lake Superior in present-day Ontario)
and a post at Kaministiquia (approximately 30 kilometers west of present-day Thunder Bay, Ontario, at the western
end of Lake Superior). He placed the posts on Lake Superior under the command of his brother, Claude Greysolon
de LaTouette.51

e
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i

Portion of Claude Allouez,S.J., and Jacques Marquette, S.J., Map of Lake Superlor - Courtesy of BAnQ
http://services.bang.gc.ca/sdx/cep/document.xsp?id=0002663534&db=notice&app=ca.BANQ.sdx.cep&field=auteur
nav&value="[dD].*&mode=alpha&col=*&p=1&dbrgp=list notice&gid=sdx g1l

49 Wikipedia.org. (entry for Treaty of Regensburg, accessed 2 March 2010).

0 DCB, LaDurantaye’s, Du Lhut’s, Enjalran’s and Perrot’s biographies; Winsor, Narrative, Vol. 4, p. 89; NYCD,
Vol. 9, p. 245 (extract of de Meulles’ correspondence).

51 DCB, Du Lhut’s biography; Winsor, Narrative, VVol. 4, p. 189.

17


mailto:Bluecolumbine@comcast.net
http://services.banq.qc.ca/sdx/cep/document.xsp?id=0002663534&db=notice&app=ca.BAnQ.sdx.cep&field=auteur_nav&value=%5e%5bdD%5d.*&mode=alpha&col=*&p=1&dbrqp=list_notice&qid=sdx_q1
http://services.banq.qc.ca/sdx/cep/document.xsp?id=0002663534&db=notice&app=ca.BAnQ.sdx.cep&field=auteur_nav&value=%5e%5bdD%5d.*&mode=alpha&col=*&p=1&dbrqp=list_notice&qid=sdx_q1

French-Canadian Exploration, Missionary Work, and Fur Trading in Hudson Bay, the Great
Lakes, and Mississippi Valley During the 17" Century — Part 7 — 1682 to 1685
Diane Wolford Sheppard®© 2010, 2015, FCHSM member (bluecolumbine@comcast.net)

Allouez established the St. Joseph Mission:
Circa 1684 to 1686 — Claude Allouez, S.J., founded the St. Joseph mission near present-day Niles, Michigan.
Allouez died at the mission on 27/28 August 1689.%2

La Salle’s expedition reached present-day Texas:

18 December 1684 to 12 March 1685 — René Robert Cavelier de La Salle and his ships left present-day Cuba,
sailing NW by NW by N. The Belle spotted land on 1 January when it was east of Sabine Pass (the present-day
border between Louisiana and Texas), but the pilots believed that the currents had carried them east. On the 2", the
Belle and the Aimable wandered away from the Joly in the fog; the three ships did not reunite until 19 January, about
a league from Cedar Bayou (a salt-water channel that separates present-day Matagorda Island, Texas, from San Juan
Island). La Salle informed his men that he intended to search for “his river.” On 13 January, La Salle’s men made
their first contact with the Karankawa when they went ashore at present-day Galveston Bay for fresh water. The
men persuaded nine Karankawa to board their shallops (a small open boat fitted with oars or sails) and go to the
Belle. Although La Salle and Nika, La Salle’s Shawnee hunter, tried to obtain information about “his river,”
neither could communicate with the Karankawa; the Natives returned ashore with knives and strings of beads. On
23 January, La Salle sent a letter to Beaujeau noting that he was on one of the branches of the Colbert/Mississippi.
He noted that this was closer to where the King had sent him than other mouths of the Mississippi. He asked that
Taneguy Le Gallois Beaujeau, captain of the Belle, send his troops ashore and declared that Beaujeau was free of
any further responsibility. The last of the soldiers went ashore on 30"". La Salle decided that the soldiers would
search by land for the Colbert/Mississippi, while the ships would slowly explore by sea, remaining ready to provide
help to the soldiers if necessary. On 14 February, the three ships met off Matagorda Bay. The following day, La
Salle examined the entrance to the bay and decided to bring the Belle and the Aimable in through a channel, where
La Salle hoped to find an entrance to his river; the Belle successfully entered the bay. On 20 February, La Salle
gave Claude Aigron, captain of the Aimable, orders to bring the ship into the bay. Elie Richaud, pilot of the Belle,
was directed to help Aigron, while other sailors were ordered to board the Belle’s and the Joly’s shallops and to tow
the Aimable over the sandbar. Aigron ignored La Salle’s orders regarding Richaud and the shallops; he also
ignored advice from Beaujeau, Christophe Gabaret, the second pilot, and Jean Baptiste Minet, an engineer, who
told Aigron that Aimable would run aground if she tried to cross the sand bar. Earlier that same morning, La Salle,
Henri Joutel, the Marquis de Sablonniére, and some workmen left to cut a tree that would be made into a canoe.
Shortly after the men began their work, seven or eight chiefs of the Karankawa approached the group and La Salle
persuaded them to go to the French camp; several workmen, as well as Sablonniere, were left as hostages with the
rest of the natives. La Salle entertained the Natives, but understood little of what they tried to communicate with
sign language. The chiefs were given gifts of knives and hatchets and departed. Instead of remaining to check the
progress of the Aimable, La Salle departed for the Karankawa village where the hostages had been brought.
Shortly thereafter, the Aimable ran aground. La Salle’s men spent several days trying to prevent the Aimable from
breaking up and saving the provisions. Gabriel Barbier was able to trade hatchets with the Karankawa for two
dugout canoes which were used to bring some of the provisions to the camp. In early March, La Salle sent another
group of men to the Karankawa to barter for more canoes, but they returned and informed La Salle that members
of the tribe had taken some of the goods from the wreck of the Aimable. In response to this news, La Salle sent his
nephew, Colin Crevel de Moranget, and seven others to recover the goods or trade for Native canoes. The armed
men barged into the Karankawa camp, frightening the Natives. Although La Salle’s men tried to use sign
language to communicate that they wanted the blankets and other goods, the Karankawa did not understand. After
the Karankawa departed from their camp, La Salle’s men took the French blankets, animal skins and two canoes.
Based on the actions of La Salle’s men, the Karankawa believed that war had been declared on them. On 5 March,
the Karankawa attacked the men who had camped on shore, killing two men and wounding two others, including
Crevel de Moranget. On 5 March, the Aimable sank. The loss of the provisions on board was immense, including
most of the beef and bacon, cannons, cannonballs, grenades, lead, fittings for a forge, chests of arms and tools, most
of the colonists’ and soldiers’ clothing, almost all of the medicine, and trade goods, such as axes, tobacco and
knives. Beaujeau volunteered to go to Martinique to obtain provisions for the colony, but La Salle refused.
Beaujeau also agreed to take the Aimable’s crew back to France after his crew offered to go on half rations. The

52 Joseph L. Peyser (translator and editor), Letters from New France - The Upper Country 1686-1783 (Urbana and
Chicago, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1992), pp. 43-44. Peyser believes that the Jesuits requested a land
grant shortly after the mission was founded. On 1 October 1686 Denonville and Champigny granted Claude
Dablon, S.J., a tract of land 20 by 20 arpents on the St. Joseph River.
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Joly departed for France on 12 March (or 14 March), with Abbé d’Esmanville, Minet and several others who chose
to return to France rather than remain with La Salle.%

Louis X1V appointed Jacques René de Brisay de Denonville Governor of New France:

1 January 1685 — 1689 — Jacques René de Brisay de Denonville was appointed Governor of New France. He was
instructed to remove the Iroquois threat to the colony, preferably without resorting to war. Prior to sailing for New
France, Denonville personally supervised the recruitment of the 500 reinforcements ordered by the minister, as well
as making sure that they had the best equipment.>*

Obligations and their role in the fur trade:

1685 — As of 1685 the advances that merchants made to voyageurs took the form of notarized obligations. The men
bound themselves to refund a cargo valued up to so many livres advanced prior to the contract for an upcoming
voyage. The sums advanced were repaid on their return with beaver at the official price. The men guaranteed their
advances by their present and future assets, movables and immovables and the furs they would bring back to
Montréal. The merchants preferred advances made to partnerships or societies, rather than a single individual; the
advances themselves could rise as high as 5000 to 10000 livres. When they returned from the trading voyage, the
voyageurs took their furs directly to the outfitter or leading creditor; wages were then paid to the engagés.
Merchants also advanced small sums to voyageurs and engagés, ranging from 30 to 400 livres, which were treated
as a private reserve. The voyageurs often guaranteed the loans that were made to their engagés.>®

Charles 11 of England died:

6 February 1685 (O.S.) — Charles 11 of England died in Whitehall Palace. The night before his death, he converted
to Catholicism. He was succeeded by his brother, James Il (of England and Ireland and James VII of Scotland)
because Charles Il did not have any legitimate children.%®

La Salle chose a site for his colony:

12/14 March to July 1685 — Following Beaujeau’s departure, La Salle’s men spent 12 days gathering the wreckage
of the Aimable in order make a sort of fort. Several men deserted, and although some were captured, Pietro Pauollo
de Bonardi and Jean Jery/Géry succeeded in their escapes. On 24 March, La Salle and 51 men left the island
camp to seek a more protected location for the colony. Joutel and Crevel de Moranget remained in the island
camp with 102 others. If La Salle’s statements were accurate that his company consisted of 200 at the start, 47 had
died or deserted by this time. On 2 April, La Salle reached Riviere aux Beeufs (present-day Garcitas Creek) five
miles from the stream’s mouth in Lavaca Bay. The site offered fresh water, good soil, good hunting and fishing,
although it lacked anchorage for the Belle. Although La Salle continued to search for a site that would be more
accessible to the Belle, on 22 April, he chose to locate his colony on the right bank of the Riviére aux Beeufs;
therefore, the cargo that was being transported from the Matagorda Island camp would have to be unloaded and
transported in four canoes to the site. A supply depot was established at present-day Indian Point, where the Belle
unloaded her cargo. At the beginning of May, La Salle ordered Joutel and his men to square timber from the
Aimable and driftwood in order to build the colony at Garcitas Creek. While they were working, the men spotted a
small Spanish sailing vessel. Joutel was certain that they were searching for La Salle; he ordered the men to lay
low behind a flimsy barricade with their weapons drawn. Although the trading vessel, captained by Juan Corso and
Pedro de Castro, passed so near the “Grand Camp” that their men could be seen on deck, the men on the galley did
not see Joutel or his men. Crevel de Moranget and 70 individuals, including Isabelle Planteau (Madame Talon)
and her children, as well as the other women, left the island camp on 10 or 12 June; they travelled on foot up the
west side of Matagorda Bay on a journey that was over 50 miles to the site on Garcitas Creek. Joutel and the
remainder of the colonists arrived in July. Joutel was amazed to see that very little progress had been made: the
gardens were dry, sterile and trampled by swine; and the only shelter was a staked enclosure for the powder. Starting
in July, the colonists built a large four-room house that sheltered La Salle, the Récollets, and some of the gentlemen
volunteers; the fourth room was used for storage. By the end of July, over half of the colonists and soldiers had

53 Weddle, Wreck of the Belle, pp. 7-9; 148-178; Weddle, Three Primary Documents, pp. 71-81 (Introduction to
Minet’s Journal), 92-114 (Minet’s Journal); Henri Joutel, William C. Foster, pp. 64-95.

%4 DCB, Brisay de Denonville’s biography; Trudel, p. 151.

%5 Dechéne, pp. 101-102.

%6 Wikipedia.org, accessed 4 October 2009.
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perished. Although there may have never been a chance for reconciliation with the local Native Americans, La
Salle had instructed the colonists not to make any contact with the Native Americans and to fire at them on sight.
The aggressive stance of the French helped seal the fate of many who were defenseless outside the settlement, and,
ultimately, of the colony itself.>”

Source gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliothéque nationale de France
Henri Joutel - 1713 - Carte nouvelle de la Louisiane et de la riviere de Missisipi, découverte par Mr de la Salle,
année 1681 et 1686 dans l'"Amérique septentrionale, et de plusieurs autres rivieres jusqu'icy inconnués, qui tombent
dans la baye de St. Louis / dressée par le Sr. Joutel - Available from Gallica:

http://gallica.bnf. fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8596044t.r=mississippi.langEN

LaBarre appointed Perrot commandant at Baie des Puants:
Spring/Summer 1685 — LaBarre appointed Perrot commandant at Baie des Puants/Green Bay, present-day
Wisconsin. He brought about peace between the Sioux, Fox, and Chippewa. Perrot left Baie des Puants with 20

57 Weddle, Wreck of the Belle, pp. 7-9; 179-189, 196-198, 216; Henri Joutel, William C. Foster (editor), Joutel, pp.
98-102. Author’s note: although most historians call the colony on Garcitas Creek Fort St. Louis, it did not have an
official name and I will refer to it in the future as Garcitas Creek.
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companions travelling southwest on the Fox River to the village of the Mascoutin and Miami. He then made the
portage between the Mascoutin and Wisconsin Rivers, taking the Wisconsin south to the Mississippi River. He
travelled north on the Mississippi to the beginning of the territory occupied by the Sioux and built Fort Saint
Antoine.%

The Spanish captured some of La Salle’s deserters:

July 1685 — The Spanish armada de barolovento captured 120 pirates, including men who had deserted La Salle in
St. Dominigue. The deserters revealed that La Salle had sailed from France with plans to establish a French
colony on the Gulf of Mexico. Armed with this information, the Spanish undertook five sea voyages and six land
expeditions to find the colony and its survivors.%

Denonville appointed LaDurantaye commandant of all the French Canadians in the Great Lakes:
Fall 1685 — Jacques René Brisay Marquis de Denonville placed all of the French Canadians who were in the pays
d’en haut under the command of Olivier Morel de LaDurantaye, Commandant of Michilimackinac.®

Louis X1V revoked the Edict of Nantes:

18 October 1685 — Louis XIV revoked the Edict of Nantes which had granted religious freedom to Protestants.
Although emigration was forbidden, over 50,000 families fled to foreign countries such as Holland, England and
the English colonies in North America. On 31 May and 3 June 1686, Denonville was instructed that he must work
with the bishop to make sure that the heretics of New France were instructed and converted. If any of them were
obstinate, he was ordered to place soldiers from the garrison among them or imprison them.

La Salle left his colony to search for the Mississippi:

Late October 1685 to March 1686 — La Salle and a large number of his men departed downstream on foot and in
canoes to search for a branch of the Colbert/Mississippi. They took all of the canoes; although La Salle promised to
send a canoe and four men back to Joutel. Prior to departure, La Salle ordered his men to make breastplates for
protection from arrows in a planned engagement against the Caucosi (Karankawa) on Guadalupe River. The Belle
departed at the same time as La Salle; he ordered that the Belle be left at the end of Matagorda Bay, which the
colonists called Bay St. Louis. Thirty-four colonists remained with Joutel. While La Salle was gone, Joutel had a
shelter built with two rooms, one for the men and one for the women and children. He also ordered that the
colonists cut down several trees which obstructed the view and which could facilitate the approach of Native
Americans. When La Salle reached the Belle on 2 November, he learned that hostile Native Americans were
prowling the area. La Salle and 20 men attacked the Native village which consisted of four huts, kidnapping a
woman and a little girl. Maxime Le Clercq, a Récollet, returned to the colony with two soldiers in a canoe; he
reported that a hunter who was expected to return with the canoe had died. In December, prior to having the Belle
advance farther toward the end of Matagorda Bay, La Salle ordered the pilot, Elie Richaud, and five men to sound
the bay in a canoe to determine how far upriver the Belle could proceed. Following the sounding, they decided to
make camp onshore; unfortunately they did not post a guard. Members of a Native tribe killed all of the men and
stole their canoe. La Salle placed Pierre Tessier, a pilot, in command of the Belle, which had been loaded with
fresh water; several men were left with Tessier to guard the ship and six of La Salle’s men who were placed in irons
“for their thefts, desertions or plottings.” In early January, La Salle left with 20 men to explore the area and to try to
find a branch of the Colbert/Mississippi. About 15 January, Pierre Duhaut, who had departed with La Salle, lost
his way after having been abandoned by Crevel de Moranget when Duhaut stopped to repair his shoes, made his
way back to the colony. In February, when the water on the Belle ran low, several men were sent in a shallop for
fresh water. Although Abbé Chefdeville advised Tessier to mount a torch at the top of one of the masts so that the
men in the shallop could see it, Tessier chose to only light a candle, which was quickly extinguished. While they
waited for the return of the shallop, several men died because of the lack of water. Tessier took possession of the
wine that Chefdeville had brought aboard to say Mass and remained drunk most of the time. Having concluded that

%8 DCB, Perrot’s biography.

59 Robert S. Weddle, Wilderness Manhunt — The Spanish Search for La Salle (College Station, Texas: Texas A&M
University Press: 1999), abbreviated Wilderness Manhunt, passim. Author’s note: only the most important
expeditions are covered in the timeline.

80 DCB, Perrot’s biography.

b1 Langer, pp. 413, 480 (Henry 1V enacted the Edict on 15 April 1598); PAC1900-1901, pp. 84, 275.
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they would all perish if they remained where they were, they decided to move the Belle closer to the colony at
Garcitas Creek. Unfortunately, the Belle ran aground on the north or Bay shore of Matagorda Peninsula,
approximately five miles from the southwest tip of the Peninsula. After two men drowned off a raft that was
improperly constructed, a second raft was constructed, which was used to transport men to the shore where they
found fresh water. Once all of the passengers had been transported to shore, the colonists remained at their camp for
about three months. In late March, La Salle and six or seven men returned to the colony; the remaining men had
gone to the Bay to the spot where La Salle had left the Belle. When they arrived in the colony the following day,
they reported that there was no sign of the Belle. La Salle was greatly disturbed because all his belongings and
personal papers were on the ship. La Salle had intended to have the Belle repaired, and all of its contents unloaded
at one of the rivers that he had found on his exploration because he considered this location more habitable than the
location at Garcitas Creek. La Salle planned to send Joutel and Crevel de Moranget to the islands for fresh
provisions.®?

G Chomarcs L) =
Ve ;.”( Les CosTEs AUX ENVIRONS
\ DE 24 RIVIERE DE

MISISIPI .

Decouvertapar M dela Salles
en 1683,

N & reconnues par M le Chevallior -
dTberville en 1608. ot 1699
par N.de Fer, Geographe de =
N\ Aonseignewr te Dauphin—~ gl
. e 1701, i

Semis 1 Villiager

Lo Sicur dolasfalle srt- R e

vonu de LaBaye de S+ ows Nations onb vn

Laiiajusgue a ce Villages  lapg apes difiront ctner—~
4 S emtendint provyue point

. 2{ Mot 1 (YN o 2 ‘ ¥ Nord,

eﬁé""a‘]%
cd

o,

i ,M“:Fx;' &z
s  Fort

Zigne duwTropigue de Cancor- .

Echelles,

2. 30. go. so. bo. so. go. wo. mo
cent dix liewer @ 20.auDegre

Voncent de Ginwille. Sendprit-

Nicolas de Fer’s 1701 map of the Gulf of Mexico Les costes aux environs de la riviere de Misisipi : découvertes par
Mr. de la Salle en 1683 et reconnues par Mr. le Chevallier d'Iberville en 1698 et 1699 — Available from BAnNQ

62 Weddle, The Wreck of the Belle, pp. 9-17, 189-195, 202-204; Joutel, pp. 112-122, 129-133, 135-138. Author’s
note: Based on Spanish sources of Native American reports of eight to ten foreigners dressed in armor who sought
information on Spanish mines, some historians believe that La Salle travelled southwest and then explored the Rio
Grande; other historians believe that he travelled northeast.

22


mailto:Bluecolumbine@comcast.net

