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CURRENT ACADEMIC AFFILIATION
Associate Professor, Department of History, Wayne State University

EDUCATION
Ph.D., Yale University, Department of History, 2011

PUBLICATIONS
Books
Marrero, Karen. Detroit’s Hidden Channels: The Power of French-Indigenous Families in the
Eighteenth Century (Michigan State University Press & University of Manitoba Press,
2020)
Marrero, Karen and Andrew Sturtevant, eds. A Place in Common: Rethinking the History of Early
Detroit (Michigan State University Press, 2025)

Refereed Articles

Marrero, Karen. “‘She is Capable of Doing a Good Deal of Mischief’: A Miami
Woman’s Threat to Empire in the Eighteenth-Century Ohio Valley.” Journal of
Colonialism and Colonial History, 6.3 (2005). Special Issue on Indigenous Women and
Colonial Cultures.

Marrero, Karen. “Finding the Space Between: The Means and Methods of Comparative History.”
Canadian Review of American Studies/Revue canadienne d’études américaines. 33.2
(2003): 147-51.

Book Chapters

Teasdale, Guillaume and Karen Marrero. “From Voyageurs to Emigrants: Leaving the St.
Lawrence Valley for the Detroit River Borderland, 1796-1846.” In French Connections:
Cultural Mobility in North America and the Atlantic World. Eds. Robert Englebert and
Andrew Wegmann (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2020).

Marrero, Karen. “‘Borders Thick and Foggy’: Mobility, Community, and Nation in a
Northern Indigenous Region.” In Warring for America: Cultural Contests in the Era of
1812, 419-444. Eds. Nicole Eustace and Fredrika J. Teute (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 2017).

Marrero, Karen. “Women at the Crossroads: Trade, Mobility, and Power in Early French
America and Detroit.” In Women in Early America: Transnational Histories,
Rethinking Master Narratives, 159-185. Ed. Thomas Foster. (New York: New York
University Press, 2015).

Marrero, Karen. “On the Edge of the West: The Roots and Routes of Detroit’s
Urban Eighteenth Century.” In Frontier Cities: Encounters at the Crossroads of
Empire, 66-87. Eds. Jay Gitlin, Barbara Berglund, and Adam Arenson (Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2013).
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Marrero, Karen. ““Quaint Customs and Beautiful Traditions’: Delineating
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Frenchness in Nineteenth-Century Detroit.” In Auguste Chouteau’s Journal: Memory,
Mythmaking and History in the Heritage of New France, 25-38. Ed. Gregory P. Ames
(St. Louis: St. Louis Mercantile Library of the University of Missouri — St. Louis, 2010).

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
“Transforming Families: Navigating French, Anishinaabe, Canadian and American Worlds in the
Nineteenth-Century,” French Colonial Historical Society Annual Conference, Charlottesville,
Virginia, May 23-25, 2024

“Floating Islands in a Picturesque Haven: Resituating Songs of French Detroit.” Presented at the
Society for French Historical Studies Annual Conference, Charlotte, North Carolina, March 24-
27,2022

“Detroit’s Hidden Channels: French-Indigenous Families in the Eighteenth Century,” Michigan
State University Press Podcast and Book Launch with author (Karen Marrero) and interviewer
Dr. Kurt Milberger, October 30, 2020 (https://player.fm/series/msu-press-podcast/detroits-hidden-
channels-french-indigenous-families-in-the-eighteenth-century)

“Detroit and the ‘Fox Wars’:” Telling Local and Imperial Histories in the Middle Ground.”
Presented as part of the panel “Reassessing the Middle Ground: New Approaches to Indigenous

History in the American Interior,” American Historical Association, New York, January 3-6,
2020

“‘On Such Does the Fate of Empires Depend’:” The Threat of French and Indigenous Women of
the Eighteenth-Century Great Lakes Fur Trade.” Presented at the annual meeting of the French
Colonial Historical Society, Université de Sherbrooke, Longueuil, Quebec, June 13-15, 2019

“War, Slavery and Baptism: The Rise of French-Indigenous Networks at Detroit.” Presented at
the American Society for Ethnohistory Conference, Oaxaca, Mexico, October 11-13, 2018

“‘Fait Chorus’: Reclaiming Displaced Histories through Song.” Presented at the Organization of
American Historians Annual Meeting, Sacramento, CA, April 12-14, 2018

AWARDS AND HONORS

*20™"-Century Indigenous Michigan: An Oral Tradition, Michigan Humanities Grant, Great Michigan
Stories competition (Karen Marrero, Eric Hemenway (Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa), and Wayne
State University Humanities Clinic)

*Career Development Chair Award, Wayne State University, 2022-2023 (for book project-in-progress)
*Board of Governors Book Award, Wayne State University, 2021

*Mapping Historic Michigan, Library of Michigan Improving Access to Information Grant Program,
2021-2022

*Councillor, Teaching Division, American Historical Association, 2022-2025

*Associate, L. R. Wilson Institute for Canadian History, McMaster University, 2020-2027

*Advisor, Committee on Canadian Studies, The Whitney and Betty MacMillan Center for International
and Area Studies, Yale University, 2020-

*National Endowment for the Humanities Next Generation Humanities PhD Faculty Mentoring
Fellowship, Wayne State University, 2016-2017

*University Research Grant, Wayne State University, 2016-2017

*Recipient of National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar fellowship for “Bridging
National Borders in North America,” Newberry Library, June 2 — June 27, 2014



